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From The Editor 
G’Day All, 
Well it’s that time of year again 
when temperatures drop, winds 
get chilly, rain increases and 
thousands of caravanners based in 
the south, head north on their an-
nual migration! 
 

I had a nasty experience recently 
while towing the van in heavy 
rain, and in heavy traffic. The 
road spray was almost impossible 
to see through when a small, 
white, sedan decided to overtake 
me just as I was easing out fom 
behind a truck. The sedan did not 
have lights on, and being white, 
was almost impossible to spot in 
the spray. Happily I was able to 
avoid an accident on this occa-
sion, thanks to the truckie behind 
us giving us a warning on the 
CB—and he used Channel 18! 
 

So it is probably a good thing that 
this issue contains a lot of cara-
vanning safety advice and tips. A 
lot of this stuff we just take for 
granted but a reminder every now 
and again will ensure that we all 
fulfill the requirements for a safe 
and incident free journey. 
 

Lots of branch news also in this 
issue. The welcome addition of 
the first Tassie branch means that 
the ACC now has 23 branches in 
total, and coverage of all states. 
 

At the Nomad, we really appreci-
ate your stories and reports. En-
couraging people to get out and 
explore their own backyard can 
only be a good thing—so keep on 
sending us your contributions! 

 

Catch ya down the road, Lazo 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Winter) issue is Sept. 10th, 

2013. 

The “Walls of China” - Mungo 
National Park (N.S.W.) 
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From the Chair 
It has been a very busy few 
months for Sandra and myself. 
 

First of all was the face to face 
board meeting on the Gold Coast.  
We chose the Gold Coast because 
it is the most cost effective place 
to bring everyone together al-
though it didn’t stop raining the 
whole weekend.  The board meet-
ing was very productive with 
plans made to further develop the 
Club.  Most of the Club officials 
also attended providing informa-
tion and updates on what is hap-
pening in their specific areas.  The 
Board still made the final deci-
sions. Everyone joined in for a 
social meal together.  The Club is 
growing and I expect that we will 
have over 1500 units, 3,000 mem-
bers by the Mudgee National 
Muster.  Also at the Gold Coast 
we met with the CRVA & CCIA, 
it was interesting to hear their side 
of issues.  One outcome from this 
meeting is they will be attending 

our National Muster in October. 
 

Then Sandra and I headed to 
W.A to attend 2 Branch musters 
with the Swan River Rovers and 
Western Wallabies.  A very en-
joyable couple of weekends.To 
the W.A. members thankyou for 
making us so welcome and look-
ing after us.  We also spent time 
with Sandra’s cousins and some 
friends that I hadn’t seen in over 
20 years.  We had a great trip, 
saw some wonderful scenery and 
if you haven’t been to W.A. put 
it in the “to do” bucket. 
I have had some good feedback 

on ACC members involved with 
Blaze Aid, helping fire ravished 
communities and farmers.  If you 
can spare the time, please con-
sider helping. 
 

Also we have been offered 3 
farm sitting “jobs” which we 
cannot do due to prior commit-
ments.  Farmers want someone 
to farm sit while they go on holi-
days.  Farm sitting usually in-
volves feeding the dogs, chooks, 

Update Your Details! 
 

Sadly, every week, we have mail 
that we we have sent to a mem-
ber returned to us marked “No 
Longer at This Address”.  
 

On behalf of the club’s record-
keepers, Please. drop us a line or 
a call to let us know when any of 
your details have changed!   
 

This applies not only to Address 
details but also to Phone num-
bers, email addresses (my all-
time favorite!), van details etc. 
 

Not only will you get your mail 
but it saves the club (you!) a few 
dollars as well! 
 

ooOOoo 

watering the garden and keeping 
the 2 legged dogs off the place.  
One thing is important:  the sitter 
must commit to the duration and 
not leave before the farmer gets 
home.  If any members are inter-
ested, please let me know, we 
might be able to help farmers 
have a well deserved break. 
 

ACC is getting some very posi-
tive feedback from submissions 
put into State Govt. and Local 
Councils.  Mudgee Council rang 
to let us know that they have used 
our submission (showground 
camping D.A.) and the Bellingen 

Shire Council were very inter-
ested in our Resting/Camping 
Policy in relation to local rest ar-
eas. 
 

Until next time, lets be careful 
out there, Tom. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Easter 2013, my dearly beloved 
has left me at home to babysit the 
dogs, while she is in WA babysit-
ting the grandchildren. There’s a 
few little jobs to do around the 
house (I’ve been given a list!) but 
I feel the urge to get away for a 
few days, just me, the van, and the 
pooches. 
There’s a new event taking place 
in Wagga Wagga the inaugural 
“Stone the Crows” festival—it’s 
aimed at “Grey Nomads”, caters 
to all types of RVs, the program 
looks pretty good, and the venue 
is dog-friendly—just what the 
doctor ordered! 
In no time at all I’ve registered 
and paid the requisite fee—online, 
and packed the van (surprising 
how quickly this is done when the 
lady of the house isn’t around!). 
The venue—a scout camp—has 
no reticulated water or power so 
made sure that the water tanks 
were full and the genny fuelled 
up. 

Patterson Lakes to Wagga Wagga 
is a comfortable day trip with 
freeways all the way to Albury, 
then the Olympic Highway to 
Wagga Wagga itself, the camp is 

about 15 kilometres out of town 
on a good sealed road. What a 
pleasure it is to drive around the 
border now that the new by-pass 
does away with the old Albury 
bottle-neck—
bliss! 
Found the camp 
with no real 
problems and 
while driving up 
to the registra-
tion area pass an 
ACC marquee, 
the guys and gals 
from the local 
branch, the 
“Border Hoppers” are obviously 
on the job! 
Registration was painless, very 
well organised, and in no time at 
all we were being guided to our 
site. Another nice surpise—the 
organisers have placed all ACC 
members in one area, so it was 
great to have as my neighbours 
Deb & Mike, Bill & Una, Reg 

and Ruth, George 
& Sylvia, Max & 
Marg, Alex & Dot.  
While it would 
have been very 
easy to spend the 
entire festival sit-
ting around in our 
own little group, 
going out and 
meeting new 
friends and partici-
pating fully in the 
activities offered 
was the order of 

the day. The ACC members are 
to be applauded for the way that 
they played an active role in en-
suring the success of the event. 

Bill and his team were tireless in 
providing interested festival-
goers with information on the 
ACC, and in fact recruited around 
30 new members. Deb (capably 
assisted by Mike) organised and 
ran the Boules, Mike amazed eve-
ryone with his camera equipped 
quad-copter, I did what I could to 
help promote the music side of 
things. All in all, we represented 
the ACC well, certainly all atten-
dees went away with some 
knowledge of the ACC as the fes-
tival “Welcome” pack contained, 

among other things, an ACC 
membership application, ACC 
info sheet, and KIT application. 
The festival program was very 
full it included items related to  
music, poetry, photography, 
dance, crafts, and games. Full ca-
tering for all meals was also 
available. 
Some 250 RVs of all types were 
camped on the site from humble 
tents to luxurious motor-homes. 
What a pleasure it was to see eve-
ryone, regardless of their type of 
travelling accommodation, or 
their affiliations, getting together 
and simply enjoying the moment!  
Whilst it would have been impos-
sible to participate in all of the 
activities offered, for me the 
highlights included: 
The “Squarkers Ball” an old time 
bush dance that had everyone on 
their feet! What a great way to 
break the ice, the music provided 
by Grant Luhrs, and his singing, 
was simply sensational. I was in-
vited to do a couple of numbers 

Stone the Crows! 

Alan Lazarus 

Look Out! Here they come! 

Big or small, all were easily accommodated. 



8 

on the ‘harp, and considered it a 
pleasure to do so. 
The Talent Quest what can I say? 
With some twenty or so acts, I 
was completely blown away by 
the variety and depth of talent dis-
played by all of the contestants. 
One act in particular stands out—a 
guy going by the name of 
“Grandpa Frank” sang a version 
of Waltzing Matilda that had 
members of the audience (around 
400 people) crying! Simply beau-
tiful. 

I had earlier met up with three 
guys that shared my love of mu-
sic, we jammed together, formed a 
group, entered the talent quest, 
and took out the “Best Group” 
award! Not bad for four people 
that had only met that morning! I 
was also had the privilege of win-
ning the “Champion Performer” 
award, it’s a real treasure.  
The Poets Breakfast was held 
every morning from 8 o’clock on-
wards. There were talented profes-
sionals and very gifted amateurs 
sprouting their verses—some seri-
ous and, in the best traditions of 
bush poetry, some not so serious. 
Neil Smith (aka the Limping Poet) 
had us rolling in the aisles with 
“The Great Dunny Incident”. 
The Trivia Night it was great to 
see that one of the two ACC teams 
won! Good on you Bill and the 
gang! 

The Afternoon Concert featur-
ing the youth orchestra from 
Wagg Wagga’s sister city, Nord-
lingin in Germany. These young 
people (the eldest being just 
20yo) put on a brass orchestral 
show that was without rival. 
From classics to more contempo-
rary, they played it all with gusto 
and great expertise. 
The “Stone the Crows Festival 
Concert” with an audience of 
over 600 this was the premier 
event. Guest artists included Jim 
Haynes, Grant Luhrs, Katelyn 
O’Donoghue, Wayne Horsbor-
ough, and others. What a pol-
ished performance by these tal-
ented  people. It’s interesting to 
note that Jim and Grant were 
also on the organising commit-
tee, while Katelyn (an up and 
coming country music star) also 
conducted fitness and dance ses-
sions throughout the festival. 
The Games played throughout 

the festival included formal com-
petions in Boules, Disk Bowls, 
Ladder Golf (a particularly insidi-
ous form of torture!) 
The “Dog Lotto”, pretty well re-
stricted to male dogs, so my two 
couldn’t compete. This one re-
ceived coverage on ABC televi-
sion news. It consists of a circle 
of around 20metres diameter of 
old tyres, each of which bears a 
number. A dog is placed in the 
circle and bets taken on the num-
ber of the tyre which he lifts his 
leg on first! A real fun event 
(even the dogs enjoyed it) with all 
proceeds going to local charities. 
The festival also featured a num-
ber of seminars, workshops and 
demonstrations—to numerous to 
mention. Easter Monday, the last 
day was an “open day” and mar-

ket, where members of the public 
were able to come in and have a 
look around and be entertained 
for a gold coin donation. As with 
the dog lotto, all proceeds were 
donated to local charities. 
The festival was a great success, 
and is to become an annual event 
held every Easter. For informa-
tion check the website— 

www.stonethecrows.com.au 
Would I go again? You can bet 
your life I will, and I would love 
as many ACC members as possi-
ble to join me! You will abso-
lutely love it—I promise! 

ooOOoo 

One of the Talent Quest hopefuls. 

Trivia Night winners—Bill Taylor 
and team. 

Neil Smith imparting some bush 
verse. 

Dog Lotto—one of the contestants 
seems to be a little unsure of his 

target! 
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us decided to move on to a calmer 
environment leaving Bob and 
Beth to sit it out. Hank and Dina 
found a roadside campsite at Un-
derbool and we set up there sitting 
out under some shady trees as it 
was very hot until the pop up 
sprinkler system came on and sent 
us scurrying in all directions! An-
other couple were camped there 
and we were entertained by him 
on his ukulele with some untune-
ful singing! 
 

Hank had picked up a flyer men-
tioning a new caravan park at 
Lamberoo so we decided to head 
for there. It was a delightful oasis 
and the last green grass we saw 
for quite a while. Bob and Beth 
caught us up there. A hot after-
noon so we wandered up to the 
local pub to quench our thirsts. 
Could have lingered longer but 
next day we set off for Wellington 
which is south of Tallem Bend on 
the top end of the Fleurieu Penin-

On this trip we were accompanied 
by Bob & Beth Holland for part of 
the way and Hank & Dina Jager 
followed in our dust for the whole 
trip! 
 

Our meeting point was Jugiong 
and we set forth to follow the 
Murray River, stopping at How-
long for morning tea. Our inten-
tion was to proceed westwards 
and find a nice camp site along the 
river for the night or so. Co-
ordinates of a likely spot were 
keyed in, only to find nothing 
much at the other end and in spite 
of searching the tired and hot trav-
ellers booked into Cobram Cara-
van Park. Just as well we did as it 
turned out because before daylight 
the following morning a gentle 
tapping on the windows turned out 
to be Dina, quite distressed be-

cause Hank was in a lot of pain 
with his neck and head. 
 

An ambulance was called and 
two very friendly ambos set off 
with Hank & Dina to Shepparton 
Hospital some 70 odd kms away. 
We tried to get them to ring the 
siren etc. but they reckoned he 
wasn’t sick enough for that! 
About mid day a call came 
through that he was being dis-
charged and ready for collection. 
Apparently the neck muscles had 
gone into spasm but medication 
would fix it and with that in 
mind we decided to stay over 
another day. 
 

Lake Boga was our next stop 
over and a delightful camp spot 
in the caravan park on the edge 
of the lake, however, the follow-
ing morning the wind came 
howling through – you really had 
to hang on to the caravan door 
and just about anything else to 
stop being blown away. Four of 

Family owned and operated for over 35 
years providing a one-stop shop for all 

your caravanning needs. 

General and Insurance  
Repairs 
 

Servicing and  
Maintenance 
 

After Market Installs 
 

12volt Systems and Solar 
 

Gas & Safety Certificates 
 

Warranty Repairs for most 
Major Manufacturers 
 

Spares and Accessories, 
over 2000 items in stock 
 

Quality Workmanship 
 

Friendly Service 

3 Way Fridges 
 

Awnings 
 

Gas and Diesel Heaters 
 

TV’s and Antennas 
 

Air Conditioners 
 

L.E.D. Lighting 
 

12v and Solar 
 

Chassis Equipment 
 

Toilets and Sanitation 
 

Spares and Accessories 

Call in today & meet our 
great team of friendly staff. 

Round Trip to 
South Australia 

(Myra Males) 
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From Clare we made our way to 
Port Vincent on the eastern side 
of the Yorke Peninsula, after 
stopping off at Ardrossen for a 
look around. We did have quite a 
nice spot in the park, with a 
shady tree overlooking the 
ocean. Quite easy to explore 
from here and most of the towns 
down the coast are small, quiet 
communities with lots of holiday 
homes of course. The peninsula 
is just about all given over to 
wheat and barley production 
with some pretty big silos and 
holding facilities, as well as ports 
for the bulk han-
dlers. 
 

After our few days 
at PV we headed 
south to the tip of 
the peninsula to 
Marion Bay which 
is next to the Innes 
N.P. A nice cara-
van park which 

was not too busy in spite of it be-
ing a long weekend in S.A. Again 
we explored the coastline in both 
directions. Came across a place 
on the map called ‘Roger’s Cor-
ner’, we must have travelled 
through it a couple of times, but 
nothing to mark its location. 
 

All this time the temperature had 
been in the mid 30’s and SA was 
so dry and arid looking, we 
couldn’t understand what the few 
sheep were finding to eat. We 
travelled up the west coast of the 
Yorke to Walleroo – struck an-
other very hot day and windy 

sula and the Coorong. 
 

I thought it would be a good loca-
tion but it turned out that the only 
thing at Wellington apart from a 
few houses and the ferry was a pub 
and a caravan park (what more 
could you want?). Anyway we had 
3 nights there and explored the 
Fleurieu and surrounds before 
heading off to Nuriootpa and the 
Barossa Valley making a lunch 
time stop at Hahndorf to sample 
the wurst and sauerkraut! We had a 
pleasant few days in the Barossa 
visiting wineries and Maggie 
Beer’s pheasant farm etc. 
 

Our next stop was at Clare, where 
we did more sampling and buying. 
Keith & I visited one winery 
nearby and stayed to enjoy a wood 
fired pizza and bottle of cold white 
wine outside under a huge oak 
tree. 
 

A great way to spend Sunday after-
noon! A grass fire later in the day 
provided some excitement 
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night, said “goodbye” to the Hol-
land’s who had to return home. 
Keith had found a nasty spot on 
the side of his hand so we had to 
make a visit to the doctor, who 
didn’t know what it was but sus-
pected a bite of some kind. So we 
had to stay put for an extra day to 
get it checked out again before 
heading off once more. 
 

Now the folk we had met at Un-
derbool told us about a farmstay at 
Port Broughton where one could 
camp with power etc. for $10 a 
night. This sounded OK so we set 
off to find it (having first con-
firmed with the owner that there 
was room for us). However, when 
we did find the place we discov-
ered it meant camping right out-
side his front door on very uneven 
ground. Our friend with the uku-
lele was there but we decided it 
wasn’t for us and retreated into 
town for a cuppa to re think. Port 
Broughton struck us as a very 
pleasant little town but we decided 
to press onwards towards the Flin-

ders Ranges with perhaps stop-
ping overnight at Wilmington. 
Arriving at the park with the 
lovely name of “Beautiful Val-
ley” we were not too impressed 
and back into the cars again we 
set off for Quorn. 
 

A good move, a nice quiet park 
where we stayed 3 nights. Unfor-
tunately the train only runs on 
Sundays so we were destined to 
miss out and our next stop was at 
Rawnsley Park in the Flinders 
Ranges. Here we had nice shady 
sites and were very glad of our 
air conditioning. Keith is still 
raving about the meal we had at 
the woolshed 
and his ‘camel 
sausages, emu 
rissole and kan-
garoo steak’. 
We had a de-
lightful run 
t h r o u g h 
Brachina Gorge 
and Parachilna 
Gorge with a 

beer at the Blinman Hotel. Plus 
some other dusty tracks I can’t 
remember. I love this area; it is 
such a spiritual place. 
 

Our stopover at Peterborough sur-
prised us and we stayed an extra 
night. Apart from the caravan 
park being very comfortable and 
quiet we had an evening at the 
Sound & Light Show at the Rail 
Museum and thoroughly enjoyed 
it. It really brought home the de-
velopment and changes the rail-
way made to Sth Australia. Sadly 
those days of steam trains are 
over, the population has dimin-
ished but they are making an ef-
fort into creating a tourist spot 
and everyone was very pleasant 
and friendly. 
 

A long boring journey followed 
our departure and next stop Bro-
ken Hill. Again the temperature 
was trying and we were glad of 
the air con. I discovered the trees 
around the perimeter of the park 
were olive trees of various varie-
ties laden with fruit. After getting 
permission I filled a plastic con-
tainer to ‘cure’ the olives for eat-
ing and am very hopeful! 
 

2014 National Muster Steering Committee Phone: 08 8762 0979 or 0407 114 193 

Can’t make it to Mudgee? It’s never too early to start planning for next year’s muster! 
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Many of our members  have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs—it could be to 
simply get together with other lo-
cal members, or to get a common 
interest group together (e.g. an-
tique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around wait-
ing for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an email to the Sec-
retary, and find out how easy it 
can be—he’ll be glad to walk you 
through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

FaSt 
 

FaSt—our Farm Stay scheme, is 
growing slowly but surely!  
 

All it needs to help it grow a bit 
faster is YOU! 
 

Our present bank of FaSt hosts 
was put together as a result of 
member input, members have 
reported glowingly on their ex-
periences, after staying with 
various hosts—so why not give it 
a go? 

We had a Committee Meeting at 
this point. I wanted to go down to 
Menindee and Hank wanted to 
visit White Cliffs, so we decided 
we had time to do both. Copi Hol-
low was about 100 kms from Bro-
ken Hill and a few kms shy of 
Menindee and what a lovely spot 
it was. Green grass once more and 
lakeside parking! We went down 
to Menindee to try out the after-
noon tea the students put on in 
March on a Sunday in the café (so 
the brochure said). But after gear-
ing up our taste buds for vanilla 
slices, scones and cream etc. we 
could find nothing happening. The 
ladies in the Tourist Information 
centre knew nothing about it ei-
ther! Back to the vans for super-
market fruit cake etc. On one of 
our days at Copi Hollow we trav-
elled out on a dirt track to check 
out the free campsites by the lake 
and visit the weir. Whilst at the 
weir I decided to ‘spend a penny’ 
and made for the toilet set back in 
the bush; as I grabbed the toilet 
roll and put my finger in the cen-
tre I struck something cold and 
soft!!! Not what you are think-
ing….but out jumped a big green 
frog who sat on the floor and 
looked at me! Later that day Hank 
discovered a King Brown snake 
under the caravan and we chased 
it to the waters edge where it dis-
appeared. We saw a couple of 
these fellows on our travels. The 
next day ‘paradise’ was spoiled by 
a couple and lad fishing in the 
lake behind our van. We were not 
too happy with the noise but the 
pile of carp which they left by our 

van made us none 
too pleased. Hank 
and I both had 
words to say to the 
‘man’ but he 
wouldn’t move 
them – yuck—
fishermen have 
gone right down in 
my estimation. 
 

Back up to Broken 
Hill to re stock and 

re fuel and then off to Wilcannia 
and on to White Cliffs. A blister-
ing hot day, over 40 degrees. We 
chose a site, plugged the power 
in and put air con. on to cool 
down. After a while ventured out 
and down to the pub for a cool 
one, not too friendly, then across 
to the café for a hamburger, 
again not too friendly. Too hot 
for happy hour, too windy and 
too many flies around! It rained 
on and off over night and the 
next day was wet and windy and 
certainly cooler so we motored 
around the mining area and had 
coffee and chat to a very nice 
young miner who ran a coffee 
shop. That night we booked our-
selves in to the underground mo-
tel for dinner. An interesting ex-
perience. Couldn’t wait to leave 
White Cliffs, the flies were bad 
so back down to Wilcannia and 
on to Cobar it being Good Fri-
day. 
 

From Cobar we decided to head 
to Lake Cargelligo – a place we 
have wanted to visit for some 
time. A nice little caravan park, 
with a few extra folk in it for 
Easter. We had a great Chinese 
meal in the Bowling Club. If you 
paid for 3 nights you got the 4th 
free, so we decided to do that 
and just relax. I think I read 3 
books during our 4 night stop-
over! 
 

Sadly the end of our trip ap-
proached and some amongst us 
were tempted to rush for home in 
one day, others decided a stop-
over somewhere was necessary 

and we chose Boorowa. Tem-
perature by now had dropped and 
after afternoon tea with our 
neighbours (also Dutch) and 
joined by a friend of mine who 
lives locally we decided to walk 
into town for dinner. That was 
fine but finding our way home in 
the dark after a bottle of red etc. 
was another story! 
 

ooOOoo 
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Chairman Tom Smith recently hosted the “Chairman’s Muster” at the Bingara (NSW) Showgrounds. This is 
the view of the venue from the local lookout. 
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Club Web Site 
 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

Branch forums are there to keep 
members abreast of what’s hap-
pening in their Branch, and much 
more! 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

Most of these leads have a valve 
fitted in the form of a ball bearing 
that shuts off the gas flow if this 
were to happen at bottle connec-
tion. 
 

It’s called an excess flow valve 
and they sometimes do fail or shut 
off the gas flow to the regulator if 
the bottle valves are opened too 
quickly. 
 

Sometime ago we had problems 
with the internal lining of  the 
flexible pipe delaminating causing 
the regulator to block with residue 
and fail resulting in the regulator 
to be changed, not good when un-
able to do so when not near a sup-
plier. 
 

These types of braided flexible 
connections can have the rubber 
under the braiding perish causing 
gas leakage not detected by the 
user. 
 

When connecting a newly filled 
gas bottle to the pigtail crack 
open the gas bottle valve briefly 
to blow any possible debris off 
the valve seat enabling a gas 
tight seal when the nut is tight-
ened. 
 

If a leak is detected on the joint 
one or both seats may be dam-
aged and should be checked by a 
qualified person. 
 

Never over tighten the nut as this 
can damage the valve, O ring 
(some have o rings) and nut. 
 

My suggestion if possible (this 
can be difficult when bottles are 
fitted in the boot) to any mem-
bers is to fit copper pig tails as I 
did on my van when I got it 
home from the dealer to prevent 
any possible problems later on. 
 

Never use tape or sealant on this 
connection as this will prevent a 
proper gas tight seal. 
 

Always check for gas leaks with 
soapy water never with a naked 
flame. 
 

Note: While Derek is qualified 
and licenced for gas work in Vic-
toria, his advice should be used in 
conjunction with the applicable 
regulations in each state. 
 

ooOOoo 

Flexible Gas Supply 
Leads 

 

(Derek Payton) 
 

Some timely advice, given the 
Safety Alert printed on Page 17. 
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Located in the central north of 
Victoria, Girgarre and it’s inde-
pendent camping area (i.e. Free!) 
is a convenient base for exploring 
the Murray—Goulburn region. 
 

Within an easy 30 minute drive 
are located such iconic towns as 
Echuca, Shepparton, Kyabram-
Rochester, Rushworth, and the 
attractive waterways of Greens 
Lake and the Waranga Basin. 

Like many of our small farming 
communities, Girgarre has been 
doing it tough—drought and rural 
recession have taken their toll, 
resulting in business closures and 
population movement. But Gir-
garre has something special going 
for it! A dedicated development 

committee that refuse to let this 
beaut little town die, and who 
have come up with some innova-
tive ideas to ensure that it doesn’t! 
 

Of immediate interest to the ACC 
traveling community is the free 

camping facility 
that is set in the 
bushy town re-
serve. It offers 
plenty of well-
spaced sites, easily 
accessible from 
the main road, and 
is conveniently 
located across the 
road from the 
Town Hall where 
toilets, hot showers 
and a dump point 
are located. Note that there is no 
power available in the camp so 
you will need to provide your 
own. 
 

The camp area is available at all 
times, but sites may be limited 
on the second weekend in every 
month—that is when the Gir-
garre farmers market is held, the 
stall holders having first priority 
for camping. 
 

The farmers market is really 
something. Fresh, local, fruit and 
veggies, freshly squeezed juices, 
free range eggs and a host of 
craft and other produce offerings, 
make this one of the best markets 
in the region. It attracts hundreds 
and is a huge contributor to the 
local community. 
 

The“muso’s” (and simply “music 
lovers”) will 
find that Gir-
garre has some-
thing special for 
them as well. 
On the fourth 
Saturday of 
every month 
music jam ses-
sions are held 
in the town hall. 
As well as of-

fering an outlet 
for budding mu-
sic stars, instruc-

tional workshops in a variety of 
instruments are also conducted. 
All are welcome, to matter what 
level of expertise. 
 

The annual “Girgarre Moosic 

Muster” is now well and truly 
established on Australian festival 
calanders, and sees the town’s 
normal population of 200 expand 
to well over 1000. 
 

Generally held each January, the 
muster caters to workshops, con-
certs (both indoors and out) jam 
sessions (all over the place—in 
town, in the camp area, and at all 
times).  
 

Kids are especially welcome and 
special music workshops are set 
up just for them. The whole com-
munity gets behind this festival 
with the goal of ensuring that all-
comers have a relaxed, and enjoy-
able, experience. 
 

The people of Girgarre would 
love you to come and stay in their 
town. Use the camp area, spend a 
few dollars, and get to know the 
locals—they are lovely people. If 
you want to use the shower/toilet 
facilities you will need a key—
the man behind the counter at the 
Post Office will fix you up with 
this. Also, if you could take the 
time to fill out an expenses sheet, 
covering your spend during your 
stay, that would be greatly appre-
ciated, as it becomes a tool to as-
sist the locals with planning and 
implementing more improve-
ments. 
 

Girgarre is a great little town, you 
will love all that it, and the sur-
rounding region, have to offer. 
 

For further info check out the 
website : 

www.girgarre.com.au/ 
 
 

Have You Been To - 
Girgarre (Vic.) 

The Girgarre camping reserve—
plenty of space in a bush setting. 

No frills, just good, honest entertainment, is a feature 
of the annual Girgarre Moosic Muster. 

The monthly Farmers Market has something for 
everyone, specializing in fresh local produce. 
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Check Your Hose—one of our members, in the trade, has brought the following notice to our 
attention. If the hoses on your van are affected we strongly suggest that you seek advice from your dealer. 
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Dear editor 
 

In February and March of this 
year I went down to South Austra-
lia to have a look at the Eyre and 
York peninsulas and I noticed a 
few things that may be of interest 
to our club members. 
 

Firstly I was on my way from 
Brisbane to Cunnamulla, when 
about 80 km east of Cunnamulla I 
had a blowout on my caravan, it 
took me well over an hour in ex-
cess of 40° heat to change that 
tyre. The reason that it took so 
long with not only the heat but the 
fact that the tyre had wrapped it-
self tightly around the backing 
plate and I had to cut it off 
[thankfully I had a hacksaw]. 
 

I have always been of the opinion 
that Westerners are very helpful 
but in this case I had in excess of 
20 vehicles pass by, only one of 
them an RV [winibago], and only 
one of them stopped and he didn't 
even get out of his car just rolled 
down his window and asked me if 
I was okay. I would really have 
liked someone to have stopped, 
even if they had only stood around 
and kept an eye out that I did not 
succumb to the heat as I was trav-
elling alone. 
 

Secondly, I was told about these 
whistles that you put on the 
bumper bar of your car that emit a 
high-pitched whistle that is in au-
dible to the human ear but will 
frighten off animals. I drove from 
Brisbane through Warwick Cun-
namulla Burke Cobar Broken Hill 
to Ceduna in South Australia pass-
ing many feral animals including 
kangaroos and wallabies, foxes, 
sheep, goats, cattle, horses, crows 
and wedgetail eagles and those 
whistles did not affect any of 
them.  I have the feeling that this 
might be a scam perpetuated on 

the gullible public, but as far as I 
am concerned that it is a myth 
busted. 
 

Thirdly, I was keeping a record 
of my expenditures and one night 
when I was writing up the daily 
expenses I noticed that the fuel 
receipt I had got didn't just show 
the total amount but showed the 
number of litres I had purchased, 
the price per litre and the total.  I 
was surprised at this because it 
was the first time I had ever no-
ticed this and even more sur-
prised when I noticed that the 
fuel price was extended to 3 
decimal places and instead of me 
paying 
 

The $1.50 that was advertised I 
actually paid $1.509. I was under 
the impression that normal ac-
counting practice requires any-
thing under 5 to be rounded 
down and anything over 5 to be 
rounded up but even so I effec-
tively paid $1.51 for my fuel. I 
would have thought that this 
would have been classed as false 
advertising. 
 

Fourth, I saw a number of small 
stores that have put in ATM ma-
chines and now refuse to do any 
credit card or eftpos transactions 
and require you to get cash from 
the machine and that' would then 
cost you  an extra $2.50 on top of 
what you have  bought.   
 

Fifth, I first noticed this business 
with the ATM machine when I 
went to have my gas bottle re-
filled, and not only could I not 
get my bottle refilled but I had to 
buy a swap and go at $39. When 
I take into consideration the fact 
that I paid $27 at my local store 
in Brisbane to have a 9 L gas 
bottle refilled I started to con-
sider that this swap and go is a 
wee bit over the odds. When I 
started to discuss this with other 
travellers I found out that the 
only places you can get them re-
filled now in South Australia is 
at Bunnings or BCF. To make 
matters worse I had driven 18 

km to get to this shop and when I 
got back to the caravan I found 
that the bottle would not fit in my 
brackets and I had to take it back 
and reswap it. The next time I 
went to fill my bottle I was at  
Hay in New South Wales and this 
time I made sure I knew the size 
of my bottle as I had to take it 
with me but what I wasn't ready 
for was the price of  $44. I can 
assure you that at these prices I 
will be reducing my dependence 
on LPG and using butane for 
cooking and perhaps looking into 
a compressor refrigerator that 
runs on 12 V power.  
 

Now that I have had my little 
whinge I will admit I had a good 
time and enjoyed the scenery. 
The roads are dirt and very dusty 
but worth the effort especially the 
cliff top drives .The views from 
the cliffs over the Southern 
Ocean go on forever and you get 
the impression that if you could 
only get a few feet higher you 
would be able to see the Antarc-
tic. There are many nice beaches, 
some you can drive on others the 
government have built wooden 
board walks from the cliff top to 
the beach, I drove along one 
beach to  where the movie AN-
ZAC was made but there wasn’t 
much left to see. Some of the 
beaches are covered with large 
amounts of knee deep sea weed 
making it difficult to fish or swim 
there. 
 

One thing I should mention is that 
both peninsulas are very short of 
water and washing your car or 
caravan can attract a fine. Some 
caravan parks are not on reticu-
lated water and operate from 
tanks ,and when I was there they 
were in a drought. I stayed at 2 
caravan parks where I could not 
hook up to drinkable water and 
they gave me a jug of water for 
cooking and drinking, so my ad-
vice is to keep your water tanks 
toped up all the time and only use 
it sparingly.. 
 

Letter to the 
Editor 

 

(Anonymous) 
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Lucky Number 
 

Despite the many doubters, there 
is a lucky membership number 
hidden in this edition. Truly! It’s 
in here somewhere! 
 

If it’s yours get in touch with the 
Secretary for your reward of a 
$20 Bunnings voucher. 
 

ooOOoo 

I hope you can use some of this. I 
know it will need some editing as 
I am not a very good typist. 
 

If possible I would like to remain 
anonymous as I don’t like being in 
the limelight. 
 

(I have enclosed 2 copies of fuel 
receipts where the price is ex-
tended to 3 decimal places) 
 

ooOOoo 

Safety First! 
 

At the risk of being accused of 
preaching to the converted the 
following are excerpts from 
various sources concerning 
caravanning safety. 
 

However, we all need reminders 
every now and again of the ways 
in which we can make the cara-
vanning experience a safe one, 
both for ourselves and also for 
those with whom we share the 
road or campsite - 

Caravan Safety Checklist 
 

Before leaving home, or prior to 
traveling to your next destina-
tion, run through this checklist to 
help ensure a safe and pleasant 
journey. 
 

1. Inside your unit, make sure: 
- all cupboards are securely 
closed 
- the refrigerator door is locked 
- there are no loose items in the 
unit 
 

2. Ensure caravans are correctly 
coupled to the tow vehicle. Then 
check the safety chains. Two 
chains are normally fitted. Criss-
cross the chains and use “D” 
shackles to connect them to the 
secure points on the towbar. 
 

3. Ensure that the electrical plug 
between the caravan and tow ve-

Whenever a vehicle towing a 
trailer travels along the road with 
the back down and front up, a 
problem of weight transfer ex-
ists. This means that there is less 
weight on the front wheels but 
more on the rear. For maximum 
safety, stability and vehicle con-
trol, both the caravan and towing 
vehicle should be level. The rea-
sons that one or both may not be 
level could be due to:  
 

- Incorrect ball height compared 
to the trailer coupling height. 
- Uneven loading of the caravan. 

Weight Distribution 

hicle is connected. Then check 
the brake lights, tail lights, turn 
indicators, clearance lights and 
electric brakes (if fitted) to make 
sure that they are working. 
 

4. Before moving off, make sure 
that: 
- the gas is turned off 
- the door is locked 
- the jockey wheel is removed 
- the leveling jacks are fully 
  wound up 
- the steps are raised 
 

5. Release the caravan handbrake 
 

6. Finally, walk around the cara-
van for a last safety check. It is 
very embarrassing to drive off 
with the power lead still con-
nected! 
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- Lack of proper towing equip-
ment. 
To determine the correct ball 
height, measure the distance from 
the ground to the bottom of the 
coupling on the front of the A-
frame. Then compare this with 
the distance from the ground to 
the base of the tow ball on the 
rear of the vehicle. These meas-
urements should be nearly the 
same. If this is not the case, the 
ball mount or tongue may need to 
be adjusted or altered.  
 

Even loading of the caravan can 
be checked by weighing the cara-
van on and off the vehicle. The 
difference between the two is the 
ball or nose weight. This should 
be between 10%-15% of the total 
weight of the loaded caravan. 
Some of the heavier items nor-
mally carried in the caravan may 
need to be moved around to 
achieve this.  
 

For a four to five metre touring 
caravan the vertical ball load 
could be between 100kg and 
150kg. Although this may be only 
10% of the overall weight, it is 
certainly enough to push down 
the back of most vehicles. If due 
to stiff springs the back goes 
down very little, some weight 
will still be transferred from the 

vehicle's front wheels onto the 
back wheels. With a ball weight 
of 100kg the rear wheels may 
actually be carrying an additional 
130kg-140kg. The extra weight 
has been removed from the front 
wheels due to a simple leverage 
factor.  
 

Whenever the weight on the 
front wheels of a vehicle is re-
duced the steering and braking is 
affected. To prevent this occur-
ring weight has to be moved 
from the back to the front 
wheels. This can only be 
achieved by using a weight dis-
tribution hitch (sometimes these 
are called stabilisers, torsion, 
anti-sway bars or level-rides).  
 

The effect of the weight distrib-
uting bars can be compared to 
handles on a wheelbarrow. The 
higher the handles are lifted the 
more weight is moved onto the 
wheel and the easier it becomes 
to hold it up. Similarly, the more 
tension that is placed on the 
weight distribution bars, the 
more weight is transferred for-
ward onto the front wheels of the 
vehicle.  
 

These weight distributing bars 
are necessary on all but the light-
est camper trailers. When cor-
rectly fitted the bars will ensure 
that some of the ball weight is 
carried by the front wheels. As a 
result the complete outfit will be 
level but slightly lower.  
 

It is unwise to set off on a trip if 
the caravan and tow vehicle are 
not level. If you are in doubt as 
to the best way to cope with the 
weight of the trailer, consult 
someone specialising in towing 
equipment. People who boast 
that they do not need or use 
weight distributing bars are ei-
ther not aware of the implica-
tions or do not have safety as 
their utmost concern.  
 

And after all, the safety of your 
family as well as that of the car 
and caravan are paramount.  

Weight 
Most vehicle manufacturers pro-
vide recommendations as to the 
maximum load that can be safely 
towed. These should not be ex-
ceeded. The recommendations 
always refer to the loaded weight 
of the trailer. Contents like water, 
gas, food, clothing and camping 
equipment will usually add at 
least another 300 kg to the weight 
of an empty van.  

 

Newcomers to caravanning will 
find it beneficial to not tow more 
than the empty weight of the tow-
ing vehicle  
 

When a van is towed at a constant 
speed along a level road, weight 
is not an important factor. How-
ever, even a small, heavily loaded 
trailer can tax the available en-
gine power when travelling 
through hilly terrain. 

Premature or uneven tyre wear 
can usually be attributed to un-
der-inflation, overloading, unsta-
ble caravan or a mechanical de-
fect like a bent axle. If your tyres 
appear to be wearing quicker than 
anticipated, consult a tyre special-
ist who should be able to pin-
point the reason. Do not expect 
tyres on a caravan to last as long 
as on a car. The loadings caravan 
tyres are subjected to are always 
well in excess of those of the car 
tyres.  

ooOOoo 

Tyre Wear 



22 

*Suncoast  Caravan Service 
17 Fishermans Rd Maroochydore Qld 4558 
Ph: 07 5443 1036 
www.suncoastcaravanservice.com.au 
info@suncoastcaravanservice.com.au 
10% discount on all items including spare parts 

NATIONAL BENEFITS  
*B.E.S.T. Water Filters Camping Bug 
Ph: 1800 240 822 Ph: 02 6762 7184 
www.bestwaterfilters.com.au www.campingbug.com.au 
info@bestwaterfilters.com.au 10% off anything on website 
Free water alerts and advice Use coupon code "Nomad" or call 
Camec Camps and Vans 
Kerry and Beaudesert Rds Archerfield Qld 4108 Ph: 0416 043 492 
Ph: 07 3710 9000 www.campsandvans.com 
1/175 Welshpool Rd Welshpool WA 6106 campsandvans@live.com.au 
Ph: 08 9351 0000 Benefit – $5.00 off subscription 
1 / 2 Garner Place Ingleburn NSW 2565 EngineSafe 
Ph: 02 8706 0888 Ph: 1300 764 476 
223a Kingsway Caringbah NSW 2229 www.enginesafe.com.au/ 
Ph: 02 9525 2588 sales@enginesafe.com.au 
Discounts vary at all outlets 10% discount on purchases 
CellarMasters Quote "Nomad13" when ordering 
www.cellarmasters.com.au/cmcommunity Highway One Travel Companion Guide Book 
5% discount Ph: 0409 288 462 
Freedom Grill Australia www.highwayone.net.au 
www.freedomgrill.com.au discount on purchase 
sales@freedomgrill.com.au Hitch- Ezy 
10% discount off normal price of Freedom Grill FG-50 Ph: 0407 246 407 
*No Boundaries www.hitch-ezy.com 
www.noboundaries.com.au 5% discount 
kymnlyn@noboundaries.com.au *The Hosebag 
specials as advertised Ph: 0438 385 622 
Novus Windscreen Repairs www.thehosebag.com.au 
www.novusautoglass.com.au judy@thehosebag.com.au 
michael.cooper@novusautoglass.com.au W.T. Thompson 
Nation wide - 10% discount on all Novus Products & Service Ph: 08 8382 6990 
NRMA Publishing www.southern-metal-spinners.com.au 
Ph: 1300 782 312 sales@southernmetalspinners.com.au 
23% off subscription Australian Caravan + RV 20% off Dr Livingstone range 
Best’s Caravan Service Essential R.V. 
6/23 Nissen St Pialba, Hervey Bay Qld 4655 14 Glendale Avenue Hastings VIC 3915 
Ph: 07 4124 7166 03 5979 3393 
greta@bestscaravanservices.com.au www.essentialrv.com.au 
3% discount on product & services essentialrv@hotmail.com 
Borumba Fishing and Outdoors 10% discount off  RV accessories, caravan servicing 
111 Yabba Road Imbil Qld 4570 R&J Batteries 
Ph: 07 5484 5303 1/7 McIlwraith St Wetherill Park NSW 2164 
www.borumbafishing.com.au Ph: 02 9616 3200 
borumba@gmail.com www.rjbatt.com.au 
10% on orders of $50 or more salesnsw@rjbatt.com.au 
Hartley’s Crocodile Adventures 10% off any purchase 
Captain Cook Hwy Wangetti Beach QLD 4879  
Ph: 07 4055 3576  
www.crocodileadventures.com  
sales@crocodileadventures.com  
10% discount off entry for self-drive visitors  
Contact ACC Secretary for voucher(s)  

ACC Membership Benefits 
 

It has become apparent that many members—particularly our newer members, are not fully aware of the 
many benefits that their membership entitles them to. The following which were current at the time of pub-
lishing are provided as a guide to the various suppliers that reward our members with discounts,services, 
etc. To keep up to date simply log on to the club website, then click on “TheClub”, and then “Member 
Benefits”. 
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NATIONAL  
Aspen Parks *Oz Parks Chain 
All sites nationally All sites nationally 
www.aspenparks.com.au www.ozparks.com.au 
  
NSW QLD 
Ballina Lakeside Holiday Park Barcaldine Homestead Caravan Park 
Ballina Barcaldine 
Buckenderra Holiday Park Charters Towers Tourist Park 
Buckenderra Charters Towers 
Coachstop Caravan Park Fishery Falls Holiday Park 
South Maitland Fishery Falls 
Blacksmiths Beachside Holiday Park Kurrimine Beach Holiday Park 
Blacksmiths  Kurrimine Beach 
Cowra Holiday Park Lake Somerset Holiday Park 
Cowra Kilcoy 
Fossickers Tourist Park The Beacon on Tamborine 
Nundle North Tambourine 
Gulargambone Caravan Park *Stanthorpe Top of Town Tourist Park 
Gulargambone Stanthorpe 
Jervis Bay Cabins and Hidden Creek Real Camping Warrego Riverside Tourist Park 
Huskisson  Cunnamulla 
McLean Beach Caravan Park  
Deniliquin VIC 
Paradise Palms Holiday Village Gunbower Caravan Park 
Carey Bay Gunbower 
Peak Hill Caravan Park *Lake Bolac Caravan & Tourist Park 
Peak Hill Lake Bolac 
Pyramid Holiday Park Mount Beauty Holiday Centre 
Tweed Heads Tawonga South 
*Sapphire City Caravan Park Palms Caravan Park 
Inverell Mildura 
Silverland Caravan Park  
Broken Hill WA 
Sydney Lakeside Holiday Park Ravensthorpe Caravan Park 
North Narrabeen Ravensthorpe 
Teralba Lakeside Caravan Park  
Teralba  

Caravan Parks 

They don’t make ‘em like that anymore! - At the old Redruth Gaol, Burra (S.A.) 
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Photography  
Competition 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not 
enter the ACC Photography Com-
petition and show off your master-
pieces to an appreciative audi-
ence! 
 

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and 
select “Join Group”. You only 
have to do this once. 
 

To post an image, go to the 
“Monthly Photo Competition” 
group, select the V00015 current 
Competition Album (e.g. January 
Competition” and simply post 
your image. 

All members have the chance to 
vote for the picture they think is 
the best, by clicking on the “like” 
or “don't like” buttons that ap-
pear on each picture. At the end 
of the month the winner is the 
picture with the most “likes”.  
 

As well as the monthly competi-
tion, there is also a quarterly 
competition. 
 

The monthly winner gets to 
nominate the picture subject for 
the month after next (e.g. Janu-
ary’s winner  nominates the sub-
ject for the March competition, 
and so on). Each month’s winner 
then goes into the quarterly com-
petition, with the overall winner 
receiving a BEST water Filter—
kindly donated by Colin Hop-
good. Monthly winning entries 
will also be published in the No-
mad. 
 

Don’t be mistaken—this is no 
easy contest—just check out the  

entries received so far, the quality 
of some would rival the works of 
many professional photographers! 
There are some really talented 
people out there in ACC-land. 
 

Pictured are the winning entries 
for February, March, and April as 
nominated by you. (You did vote, 
didn’t you?) 
 

So go to it! Get clicking away 
and show us what you, and your 
trusty camera are capable of. 
Might even be a good idea to dig 
out the handbook that came with 
your camera to ensure that you 
are getting the best from the little 
beast. When I worked for a living 
w e  h a d  a n  a c r o n y m 
“RTFM” (Read the flaming’ 
manual!) You never know, you 
might learn a thing or two! 
 

(Tip: You can vote for your own-
photo’s—how cool is that!) 
 

ooOOoo 

Note: As there were no albums for February and March we’ve displayed the top three entries from April! 

Most votes in April went to Graham Christie’s shot of the Burgess’s and the Hannah’s enjoying a meal beside 
the river at Bingara, following the 2011 AGM. 
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Second spot in April went to Rob Tudor. The location is Katherine, and the occasion is the birth of their  
second grand-daughter. 

Third spot goes to Vinnie & Kat Burgess. Members of three branches are represented here at the formation of 
the Bushwhackers Branch, at Copeton Dam. 



Australian Caravan Club Limited 
ACN 121 300 856   *   PO Box 631 Patterson Lakes Vic 3197 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  Fee My Cost 

 An Ordinary Member ( 1 year )  $50.00  

 An Ordinary Member ( 3 years )  $140.00  

 An Associate Member $40.00  

 Include me in the ACCESS scheme $5.00  

 Application Fee $10.00 $10.00 

  Total to Pay  

I wish to apply for membership as -  

Note: Our constitution states that an ordinary member must own a qualifying unit, which is defined as a Recreational Vehicle ( RV )  which is any form of mo-
bile living accommodation that is, or can be, combined with a motor vehicle either as a towed combination or as a self-propelled unit which is designed to be 
used upon Australian roads. This includes, and is not limited to, caravans, motorhomes, campervans, camper trailers, slide-on units, 5th wheelers, etc. An 
associate member may be any person who is interested in caravanning or the caravanning lifestyle. 

Office Use Only 

Introduced By: 

APPLICANT Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………. Given Names:……………..…………………… 
                        Date of Birth:…………………..……………………………….Preferred Name:…………..…………………... 
PARTNER Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………...Given Names:………………..………………... 
     Date of Birth:……………………..……………………………..Preferred Name:…………..………………….. 

RESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS:………………………………...……………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………….…………………. State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
POSTAL ADDRESS:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………………….…………..State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
EMAIL ADDRESS:…………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 
TELEPHONE Home:………………………..…...Mobile:………..………………….….Other:……….………………………….. 

QUALIFYING UNIT  Type:…………………………………………………... Registration No.:……………………… 

      ( C aravan, Camper Trailer etc )  

Make:……………………………………………….Model:……………………………….. ..Length:……………………. 
I certify that by applying for membership of the Australian Caravan Club Limited I agree that: 
• If I am applying as an ordinary member I own ( solely or jointly )  a qualifying unit as detailed above and I shall advise management if I dispose of the unit. 

I will remove any club insignia from the unit prior to disposal. 
• I will act in a manner which is respectful of other members of the club and the community in general. 
• I will promote the best interests of the club and comply with the club constitution. 
• I am applying to join a club which is Limited by guarantee and therefore if the club is wound up I may be required to contribute $5.00 toward any club debts 

as required by law  and the club constitution. 
• My membership application shall not be approved until I have paid the application fee and membership fee above. 
         
   

SIGNED:……………………………………….. DATE:…………………….  
 Please DO NOT publish my details 
 In the on-line membership directory. 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
Cheque /Money Order                     Debit  my VISA                 Debit my MASTERCARD            Direct Credit            

Card Number:                                                                   CSC: 
Name on Card:……………………………………….……... Expires:……/…… 
Signature:……………………………………………………...…………………… 

Details for Direct Credit Payments: 
Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Name: Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
Account No. 130553498 
BSB No. 633 108 
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From the Branches 

Four vans meeting up at Mudgee, 
along with new members, the 
Clissolds.  We spent a couple of 
days here, with a bbq dinner in the 
Camp kitchen, as well as a bacon 
& eggs breakfast, followed by 
games of Klop.  David & I didn’t 
fare so well, being eliminated in 2 
of the games!!  More private tui-
tion needed! 
 

Saturday afternoon, saw us head-
ing off for Bunnamagoo Winery 
for the yearly Mudgee Mudfest.  
A short film festival held amidst 
the vines.  A wonderful selection 
of films which kept us entertained 
for over 2 hours.  Winner of Peo-
ples Choice was “the Op Shop” 
which had us all in stitches, and 
was undoubtedly our groups’ fa-
vourite. 
 

The early risers were up each 
morning for their daily walk, 
while on Sunday, the golfers had a 
round at the local course.  Late 
Sunday evening, “loud verbal dis-
cussions” were heard outside our 
vans, from residents in the park.  
Some of us were on high alert and 
concerned, and some simply slept 
thru it all and missed all the ac-
tion!! 
 

Monday we moved on to Dune-
doo, a park between the highway 
and railway line.  Basic park, but 
well maintained and with heaps of 

room between sites.  The Main-
tenance Manager gave advice on 
the best location on our arrival, 
which was not listened to by one 
spouse (not mentioning any 
names!), much to his wife’s dis-
pleasure!  
 

Our new members, the Clissolds, 
took a drive to Coolah Tops & 
Norfolk Falls.  Some good car-
diovascular workouts on the way 
back up!  The rest of us spent 
some quiet time around camp, 
with a few testing the pies at the 
local bakery. No-one noticed the 
occasional train coming thru and 
all slept well. 
 

Wednesday was laundry day.  
Then the rest of the morning was 
spent  playing Klop.  David & I 
seemed to fare a little better to-
day.  4.30 saw us heading off to 
Dunedoo Hotel for Happy Hour 
and dinner.  Not to mention 
sweets!!  It was just as well we 
had decided to walk!!  - burn off 
some of the calories.  The meals 
were huge! 
 

Thursday – early walk for some, 
while Barry takes Jan to Dune-
doo Hospital with back prob-
lems—later diagnosed by those 
“specialists” in our group, as 
Klop Back!  Looks like Jan 
might be relegated to the benches 
for a couple of days! 
 

Merriwa – arrived to find the 
Wilsons set up 
and waiting.  
Not a very big 
park, but back-
ing on to a 
lovely walk 
along the river.  
Friday was a 
quiet day, with 
some sight-
seeing and 

shopping in 
town.  Even an-

other bargain found at the Op 
Shop!  Our numbers increased 
with the Smalls arriving at lunch  

time.  A long and happy happy 
hour this afternoon. 
 

Saturday – off to Bylong Mouse 
Races via the Goulburn River Na-
tional Park, about 30km of dirt 
road, which tested our cars’ sus-
pensions!   
 

Some of us lost money, some 
won and some broke even.  It was 
all in the name of the Mouse!  A 
very entertaining day!  We took 
the longer way home over the bi-
tumen via Sandy Hollow.  The 
most beautiful drive thru a very 
picturesque valley.  Saturday 
night we said goodbye to the 
Clissolds who were heading 
home in the morning. 
 

Sunday evening we all walked  
up to town for dinner at the local 
Club. 
 

Through that evening David & I 
received word that our Daughter 
had gone into Labour (not due for 
another 5 weeks) and 3am Mon-
day morning we had a new 
Grandson!   
 

From Merriwa, the Palmer’s, 
Pearson’s, Hog’s, Wilson’s Alan 
& Sandra, Small’s with friends 
Jeff & Chris were all bound for 
Hartwood. We set up in the same 
location as last year, I would esti-
mate that the numbers were half 
compared to last year. We had 
plenty of space to spread out and 
room around the fire for all. The 
entertainment was great with Pe-
ter Horan spectacular standing on 
the outdoor speakers playing. 
There was a variety of new artists 
which made for great entertain-
ment each concert. 
 

At the campsite we enjoyed good 
company, a variety of food at the 
Southern Highlanders dinner and  

Southern  
Highlanders 

Hartwood Trip 

Relaxed group at Dunedoo. 

Here we are at Merriwa 
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some long happy hours. 
 

It was a great week at Hartwood 
again; by the end of the week 
most said that we would try it 
again next year. 
 

From Hartwood it was off to Quir-
indi, a small park but we had a 
good time. The hotel opened the 
dining room for us on a night that 
normally no meals are served. 
There were ten of us so the cook 
decided to work, the meals were 
big and good quality, the price 
was also very good, I would rec-
ommend it for future musters. 
 

The final night was at Broke with 
only three vans, Lauren was the 
cook and what an effort, baked 
dinner with turkey, veg and 
sweets. All were pleased that there 
were only six of us to eat the tur-
key! 
 

ooOOoo 

restoration group put on a superb 
morning tea.  
 

At one time this site was used as 
a quarry, and the many derelict 
and abandoned bits of machinery 
fascinated our group. The tour 
continued with visits to the aban-
doned Cowangie bakery with its 
still usable brick oven, the for-
mer district nurse’s cottage, and 
the still in use Uniting Church. 
(So we can all rightfully claim to 
have gone to church on Easter 
Sunday!)  
 

Our convoy then headed back to 
Pink Lakes for a picnic lunch 
where a myriad of sticky little 
flies seemed attracted by insect 
repellent. However a walk out on 
the crystalline surface of the lake 
was some compensation. Then it 
was back to the caravan park for 
happy hour, dinner and an eve-
ning at the Roxy Theatre in 
Ouyen to see the film Argo. 
Thanks to member Ted Burley 
for arranging the film evening. 
 

Monday featured our branch’s 
popular egg and bacon breakfast 
with a free day to explore the 
town or relax as you wished. 
From this point the muster for-
mat changed. With other com-
mitments some members had to 
leave us, while others later 
joined the group for part two of 
the muster. 
 

Tuesday now saw a tag-along. 
The object was to guide new-
comers to free camping by the 
experienced. From Ouyen 12 
participants travelled to Manan-
gatang for morning tea, then on 
to the Murray River for a free 
riverside camp near Boundary 

Bend. The 
UHF radio 
kept the 
convoy in 
contact. 
 

Wednesday, 
and the con-
voy moved 
on to Nyah 
– an excel-

lent camp site. Some minor prob-
lems had popped up with some 
members, but the team supported 
each other admirably. 
 

Thursday saw the team booked in 
to the Pelican Waters Caravan 
Park at Lake Charm. This was a 
delightful location with the op-
portunity to recharge van batter-
ies and shower for those who do 
not have this facility on board.On 
the way most had paused at Swan 
Hill to top up supplies. 
 

On Friday the team was mobile 
again with a make your own way 
to Echuca for lunch. This is a vi-
brant town steeped in history 
made famous as the big inland 
Murray River port. At 2:00 p.m. 
all gathered at the Echuca Infor-
mation Centre. After a fuel top up 
we crossed the border into 
N.S.W. in convoy for another 
camp site in the Barmah State 
Park, another excellent location. 
Next morning the team moved on 
to Mathoura for a free camp site 
on the Edwards River in the 
Millewa State Forest, a delightful 
bush setting. 
 

Sunday morning saw the team 
travelling to our final destination 
at McLean’s Beach Caravan Park 
in Deniliquin to be greeted by a 
supportive and enthusiastic park 
manager. Much entertainment 
was given to the other park occu-
pants as our team expertly 
shunted vans into their allotted 
sites. Later a stroll around the 
town and a wonderful evening 
meal at the R.S.L. Club rounded 
out a great and varied muster. 
 

ooOOoo 

This Eastertide muster was an un-
usual and varied event for this 
branch. It started with 16 assorted 
R.V.’s assembling at the Ouyen 
caravan park by Good Friday in 
time for happy hour. A hearty 
welcome was given to Geraldine 
and Alby from the Sundowners to 
share this muster with us. Happy 
hour was followed by a pre-
booked fish and chip evening 
meal. 
 

After breakfast, Saturday, a con-
voy with car pooling set off for 
the Hattah National Park to ex-
plore this vast Mallee scrubland. 
Returning to the caravan park for 
happy hour a pre-arranged excel-
lent evening meal was enjoyed at 
the Ouyen Club. 
 

Sunday started with a branch hot 
cross bun breakfast – delightful. 
Another car convoy travelled out 
to Kow Plains Homestead at 
Cowangie, an historic and restored 
farm with many artefacts to see. 
For a modest charge the farm’s 

Gippsland Gypsies 
Easter Muster 
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turn up and by late afternoon 
everyone who was to attend had 
arrived. 
 

The day was heavily over-cast 
but quite warm. During the 
morning the rain began as a very 
slow drizzle and this continued 
all day and into the evening. 
 

The gazebos were set up as soon 
as they arrived and this gave us 
a focal point for the rest of the 
muster, as we spent most of our 
time under their shelter as the 
drizzle continued. 
 

Our muster was attended by 
some members from the Swan 
River Rovers and the Wize Man 
From The East (and his missus), 
Tom and Sandra. 
 

During Friday afternoon some-
one produced a football and sev-
eral of the group displayed their 
considerable skill and agility on 
the field, kicking, marking 

(occassionally) and tackling. 
There is a video clip that depicts 
these skills but there’ll be more 
on that issue later. The ball be-
came so slippery that full time 
was called early and we all re-
tired to the gazebo for refresh-
ments, much to the disappoint-
ment of the spectators. 
 

As the day progressed the re-
maining caravanners arrived to 
complete the numbers and Brian 
was busy directing everyone to 
their site and helping them to 
align their vans into the correct 
position. It certainly makes it an 
easy job with some professional 
direction. 
 

The local footballers had a train-
ing session on the oval and after 
sunset the lights were illumi-
nated. The vision of the young 
bloods with their bare chests had 
some of the ladies in raptures but 

the rest of us took advantage of 
the extra light in the gazebo. 
 

Our club jackets were distributed 
by Yvonne and Deb. 
 

Friday night nibblies was pro-
vided in the gazebos but we had 
to be careful where we sat or 
stood as there were a few leaks 
where the gazebos joined. But 
that issue did not dampen the fri-

volity of the evening. Vicki was 
busy selling tickets to the Friday 
night raffle and Jack’s crayfish 
was won by Onset and the second 
prize of a frozen, dead fish also 
went to Onset. She may be Phili-
pino but with the luck of the Irish. 
 

Some of the gang headed off to 
the meal that was “on” in the 
clubrooms while the rest of us 
congregated under our shelters 
for the duration of the evening. 
The drinks flowed freely as did 
some of the stories that were ban-

died about. Some of them were 
quite tall and I don’t mean the 
drinks either. The drizzle contin-
ued but abated somewhat. The 
evening concluded soon after 
10:00. 
 

The sky was still heavily overcast 
on Saturday morning but the air 
was still and warm. The heavy 
day yesterday saw many people 

Our muster for April was held at 
the sporting oval at Pickering 
Brook which is in the hills to the 
south east of Perth. 
 

We were able to park our caravans 
around the edge of the playing 
field. We needed to use the edge 
as there was football practice on 
the Friday evening and we’d pre-
fer that our vans weren’t amongst 
a group of sweaty, muscle-bound, 
bare-chested young men display-
ing their skills with the football, 
running in between the vans. This 
turned out to be a fairly accurate 
description of Friday evening un-
der lights. 
 

But let’s go back to Thursday! 
Just after 2:00, Brian and Pam ar-
rived at the oval to set out the 
parking arangements for the vans. 
Our members and visitors were to 
arrive after 3:00 so as to give them 
time to do their job. But some 
were so eager to get amongst the 
group that they turned up early.  
 

We arrived at 3:15 expecting to be 
about the first, only to find that 
the allocated area was about half 
full. The rest of the Thursday ar-
rivers trickled in during the after-
non and evening. This time gave 
us all the chance, after setting up 
our vans, to meet and greet those 
who had arrived. 
 

The oval is overlooked by the club 
rooms which includes showers 
and toilets as well as a bar (open 
only certain hours) and a restuar-
ant that was open Friday evening. 
 

 A lot of local conglomerate stone 
has been used in the terracing of 
the slope and the steps that lead up 
from the oval to the clubrooms. 
The facility has been used fre-
quently in years gone by but has 
fallen into some degree of disre-
pair since then. 
 

Friday saw the rest of the group 

Western Wallabies 
Pickering Brook 

Muster 
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slow to get started this morning 
and it was after 7:00 before a few 
poked their heads out of their 
caravans. But before too long the 
noises of the muster began in ear-
nest. The babble of voices was 
enough to bring most out into the 
open. 
 

The day saw many members wan-
dering around with printed pages 
in their hands as they did their 
best to appear earnest in finding 
the details of certain caravans and 
their owners. The small pics of the 
vans proved difficult for many but 
with a fair amount of collusion 
going on, most completed their 
task. 
 

Later in the morning saw a game 
of Disc Bowls under way and sev-
eral of the men tried to emulate 
the young bloods of yesterday 
(with little success) with the foot-
ball. One incident saw two people 
devastated by their injuries. An 
errant kick of the football hit one 
person in the chest and grazed an-
other’s head but after the dust 
cleared the worst injury was to 
their pride, so no damage done. 
 

Our game of Finska (Klop) soon 
took centre stage as most of the 
group joined into pit their consid-
erable skill against the others. It 
must be noted that Noeline took 
the honours at one of these con-
tests. Her level of skill knows no 
bounds. 
 

At 5:00 we all assembled at the 
gazebos for our branch photo-
shoot and then assembled to hear 

who could take the pressure, 
stayed until late, until we too de-
cided to call it a night. 
 

Sunday morning arrived and it is 
still cloudy. The blokes are stand-
ing at the ready by the barbecue 
just waiting for the 8:15 bell so 
they could begin cooking break-
fast. It was excellent too! The 
eggs were cooked to perfection, 
the steak just melted in the 
mouth, the onions added to the 
flavour and the buns were beaut. 
Several accidents occurred with 
dripping egg yolk but that just 
added to the atmosphere of the 
event.  
 

When everyone had their fill, it 
was time to determine the winner 
of the HWDYKYC competition. 
Those who had submitted correct 
entries were lined up and then 
David fired some questions at 
them about the caravans and cars 
that attended the muster until 
there was just one winner. 
Noeline and Lindsay took out the 
prize. 
 

Now it’s time to go, so packing 
up began and vans begin to leave. 
It was a slow process as there are 
many to say our goodbyes to but 
we eventually drove out the gate 
and on the road home. 
 

Another exceptional muster for 
the Western Wallabies. 
 

ooOOoo 

the words of wisdom from our 
leaders. Terry gave us the advan-
tage of his wisdom first and he 
was followed by Tom Smith who 
is the chairman of our Australian 
Caravan Club. He outlined where 
the club is and where he sees it 
heading and suggested that we 
all spend some time viewing the 
website to catch up on the goss’. 
 

David began collecting entries 
for the “How Well Do You 
Know Your Caravan” competi-
tion but due to time constraints, 
it was decided to hold the finals 
after breakfast the next day. 
 

The tables were prepared for our 
shared meal and at first the tables 
were full and then they were 
empty. At first we were empty 
and then we were full and then 
out came desserts and we were 
more than full. Congratulations 
to everyone who prepared the 
meal as it was excellent fare. 
About this time the clouds began 
to cry again and we all scuttled 
under the cover of the gazebos 
for shelter from the ferocious 
rain which floated down in little 
fine droplets. 
 

Vicki had been doing her 
darndest to sell as many tickets 
for the raffle as possible and then 
it become time for the draw. 
There were prizes going left, 
right and centre. 
 

As the evening progressed the 
numbers under the gazebo 
slowly diminished as people tod-
dled off to bed and the few of us 

Good to see things going so well 
in the West, keep it up guys! 
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Crows Nest greeted us with sun-
shine when we arrived on 
Wednesday morning. The Show-
ground is lovely and flat with only 
small adjustments needed to level 
the vans. There were workers 
busy all weekend installing under-
ground power, reinstalling flood 
lights and removing the overhead 
wires. The more revenue raised 
from groups using the facilities, 
the more the grounds can be up-
graded.  
 

The first thing we noticed about 
Crows Nest was the drop in tem-

perature compared with down in 
the Brisbane Valley where we 
live. The town is well serviced 
with a supermarket, newsagent, 
butcher, bakery, chemist and a 
variety of shops including an art 
gallery, RSL, bowls and golf clubs 
and a hotel.  
 

Next to arrive was Brian and 
Robyn with Sunshine Nomad, 
Margaret Reed, much later. David 
and Lyn arrived on Thursday and 
happy hour was enjoyed in the 
hall with Brian knocking out a 
few songs on his guitar. The rest 
of the group came on Friday with 
Bert and Janie last just on sunset.  
 

On Friday, while Brian and Robyn 
went back to Brisbane for 
Robyn’s medical appointments, 

the seven of us went to explore 
the town. Kathryn and Dawn had 
a “lovely time” sitting on the 
street corner outside the post of-
fice waiting for their “better” 
halves to return only to discover 
the fellas were happily sipping 
beers at the pub. “NOT HAPPY, 
JAN”! We finally enjoyed a 
lovely lunch at the hotel. Happy 
hour was held in the hall and af-
ter dinner some of us enjoyed a 

game of cards.  
 

Saturday, several 
members had a 
t a g a l o n g  t o 
‘Holland Wines’ 
a local winery, 
and after a few 
FREE tastes de-
livered by our 
host Robert Hol-

land most of us 
went away with a 
number of excel-
lent wines and 
ports. We found 
Robert to be a 

charming and informative wine 
maker and can recommended 
‘Holland Wines’ (Ph 07 4698 
2277) if your in the Crows Nest 
area.  
 

Leaving the winery they went in 
search of some local craters 
which they didn’t find. To get 
there they went over some rough 
dirt road but returned on the 
black top.  
 

Afternoon tea saw Brian layout 
freshly baked scones with jam 
and cream for everyone’s enjoy-
ment. This was followed by our 
mid-year general meeting which 
finished in time for happy hour. 
 

Eleven members descended on 
the hotel for dinner while the rest 
stayed in camp. Our evening at 

the hotel was great with good 
food and plenty of laughter and 
we were introduced to Jimmy 
McTavish, aka David Haynes.  
 

ooOOoo 

Country Cruisers 
Crows Nest Muster 

One of the kindly volunteers from the showground 
committee on a scissor elevator was coerced by 

Kathryn Haynes to do a bit of aerial photography 
for us and as you can see what an excellent job he 

has done.  

Whilst the official muster was 
Friday to Monday (15-18 Febru-
ary), most WBBN members ar-
rived at the Woodgate Beach 
Tourist Park well in advance to 
savour the sunshine and also the 
hospitality of the locals.  The 
beach dunes were in the throes of 
being tidied after Cyclone 
Oswald and the ocean was still a 
little dirty from local runoff, how-
ever this didn’t stop our members 
from their frequent excursions 
along the front foreshore. 
 

The caravan park was also being 
tidied, with low vegetation and 
some high trees being lopped or 
pruned and then mulched.  This 
was required after the massive 
wind and rain that had been re-
ceived, but became a little noisy 
when ongoing for a few days.  
The resident kangaroos were 
quite surprised to find their usual 
habitat and cover no longer there.   

During the week many books & 
magazines were read; a few fish 
and crabs were caught in the local 
creeks & rivers; golf was played 
at nearby Bargara; scenic explo-
rations were undertaken locally 
and also tours of the Bundaberg 
Rum Distillery; and even local 
aerobics classes were attended in 
the Community Hall and at the 
Beachhouse pool.   
 

The caravan park’s Serenity Cove 
Café (more commonly known as 
‘The Deck’) was the ‘in’ place to 
meet friends and/or enjoy a cof-
fee or a bite to eat.  The local 
Bowls Club was also well fre-
quented during the Club’s stay.     
 

After a ‘meet & greet’ morning 
tea, the official ‘happy hour’ 

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads 

Woodgate Muster 
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kicked off on the Friday after-
noon.  Fourteen visitors (Kevin & 
Chic Callaghan, John & Beryl 
Siller, Bill & Diane McCarthy, 
Ben & Marilyn Hall, Terry & 
Cheryl Hunt, Robbie Nelson & 
Marg Pressler, and Neil & Marga-
ret Towner) were made welcome 
by thirty WBBN members, in a 
rather large circle (of sorts!) under 
the shady trees.  WBBN members 
included the Cheshires, McLeans, 
Owens, Kernkes, Elliotts, Ger-
chows, Porters, Jacksons, Re-
hrens, Hoffmans, Tillsons, Cor-
nalls, Paradines, Robinson/
Brackin and Gatfield/Coleman. 
 

The muster program was dis-
cussed and, with the expected on-
set of more rain periods, it was 
advised the venue for the follow-
ing day’s events to be the under-
cover camp kitchen area.  
 

Saturday saw WBBN Members 
Dave & Jan Stuart arrive for a day 
visit, our usual morning tea get-
together and the planned general 
meeting.  Updating the By-Laws 
was discussed, and venues for 

June & August 2013 were agreed 
upon - Crows Nest & Gayndah, 
with the November XMAS mus-
ter date & location to be finally 

confirmed after some further in-
vestigation of suitable facilities.  
Luckily the weather held for our 
many afternoon games of Klop 
and the usual ‘happy hour’ be-
fore our BYO BBQ dinner.  
 

Sunday morning saw yet another 
morning tea and the drawing of 
donated raffle items, with many 
happy winners.  A caravan cover, 
courtesy of Warburton Caravans, 
was also raffled and won by 
Ross & Pauline.  The Trivia 

questions were then presented by 
President Trevor.  Ray & Bev 
ended up eventual Trivia winners 
after a 3 way tie-breaker and were 

presented with their prize before 
the customary group photo shoot 
and the early departure of some 
vans.   
 

Monday morning saw a short 
breather from the rain, which al-
lowed enough time for our good-
byes and best wishes.  In spite of 
the rain periods, this muster was a 
very enjoyable social get-
together, enabling much catch up 
with old faces whilst also meeting 
many new ones.    
 

ooOOoo 

Klop Winners—Bill McCarthy, 
Kev Cheshire, Ian Rehren, John & 

Narelle Hoffman, Del Cheshire. 

Ross & Pauline won the Caravan 
Cover. 
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Relax 
And Discover the Beauty of the Granite Belt 

 

10 High Street, Stanthorpe, Queensland 4380 
 

Phone: 07 4681 4888 info@topoftown.com.au  
 

GPS Co-ordinates—S28 deg. 38.40 E151 deg. 56.51 

Meningie Caravan Park sits on the 
banks of Lake Albert. With the 
water in the Murray now back 
good flows the lake is at full ca-
pacity. However for the early arri-
vals the wind was relentlessly 
blowing at gale force across the 
lake. Putting out awnings was 
fraught with danger; in fact doing 
anything was risky.  Two mem-
bers decided that driving to Men-
ingie was not a clever idea. I, 
Marion, Dennis and Therese came 
up from Kingston and were re-
peatedly blown sideways as the 
wind came from the S.S.East. 
 

Eventually 9 vans had encamped 
by mid afternoon on Friday. We 
took Happy Hour, out of the by 
now stiff breeze, outside the camp 
kitchen. President Therese warmly 
welcomed everyone and gave a 
brief report on the 2 ACC spon-
sored show stand presentations at 

Wayville and Lucindale. Roly 
gave an update on the Steering 
Team meeting for Lucindale 
2014 National Muster. Everyone 
was in fine form telling stories of 
their latest caravan tours. Joe as 
usually strolled around keeping 
the conversation going. 

Order of the day for dinner was a 
BYO BBQ with ladies making 
salads for sharing. The BBQ 
plate was fairly small, and it was 
made even smaller when Alby 
dropped on 2 huge T-bone 
steaks, eggs and sliced potatoes. 
Alby is on a diet!!! That said, we 

got our meat cooked in orderly 
fashion and sat inside the games 
room to eat out of the wind. Sat-
urday we were up early and 
walked up to the township. We 
collected in the local bakery for 
coffee and cakes.  
 

The weather was very pleasant 
and the wind had gone. 
With Easter close hot-
X- buns were on sale 
and most of us 
grabbed a packet. We 
walked the shops in 
the town, which I am 
afraid, does not take 
long. The antique shop 
was popular with the 
ladies, whilst the men 
sat outside watching 

the very busy traffic go by. Nell’s 
little dog decided to take on a 
huge nasty looking local dog, and 
took us all our strength to hold 
her back. It was a great day for 
just wandering. 
 

Lunch was taken back at our 
vans, then a quiet hour for read-

Sundowners 
Meningie Muster 
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ing a book or the paper. At 2.30 
Dennis was gathering up those 
keen to play a game of Klop. I 
have had the Klop equipment in 
my van quite a while, with the in-
tention of giving the pins a coat of 
lacquer, but time eluded me.  
 

Anyway we had 11 or 12 of us 
keen to get throwing. We split into 
2 teams of 4, one team represent-
ing the Crows and one for the 
Power. Some of the throwing was, 
in a word, pathetic. The object of 
the game is to knock down the 
numbered pins and reach a score 
of exactly 50.  
 

Sounds easy eh! Well its not. I 
will give you a tip if you ever get 
into a Klop team; make sure 
you’re not partnered with Nell and 
Therese. The game can be lost if 
you have a zero score with 3 con-
secutive throws. Nell made that 
look easy, failing to bother the 
scorer after 4 turns at the line. In 
what can only be described as a 
rout the Power team won by 6 
wins to one. An enjoyable time 
was had by all.  
 

With the warm sun making it a 
pleasant afternoon and with all of 
us gathered for Happy Hour it was 
decided to take the group photo. 
What should be a quick “photo 
shoot” turned into an epic when 
we couldn’t find Dennis. Eventu-
ally Therese found him in the 
shower; how she did this we don’t 
want to know. Photo taken there 
was not enough time for the rest 
of us to have a shower, so 15 of us 
smelled whilst Dennis was so 
sweet!! 
 

she in turn threw 3 zeros. Win-
ning a game by reaching 50 was 
becoming very difficult, until 
Geraldine and then Denis 
knocked over the number 10 pin 
to snatch the game. Our cheering 
and enthusiasm was now reaching 
other people in the park, and we 
gathered a fair crowd. Trevor was 
keen to explain the rules, but lost 
most them with the complex 
strategies of the game of Klop.   

 

Monday morning 3 more of us 
left. There was however time for 
one more morning tea before we 
wished the travellers a safe jour-
ney home.  
 

A very good turn out of 9 vans 
was good to see. It would have 
been 10 had not Sue and Gary 
been able to come. Gary is cur-
rently very poorly, and has spent 
weeks in the Flinders hospital. He 
is still in Flinders and we wish 
him (and Sue) a quick return to 
health.  
 

Saturday evening we had booked 
a table at the local hotel for din-
ner. We arrived at around 6.15, 
and eventually got our dinners 
“plated up” by 7.45. Now that’s 
usually a bit to long for me, how-
ever the meal was very nice and 
of course the company was great. 
I should point out here that 15 of 
us got dinner but one (Des) re-
mained “plate empty”. With pro-
fuse apologies from the manager 
Des quickly got his meal. The 
rest of us watched him eat. Now 
getting your meal forgotten has 
its rewards, in this case it was a 
complimentary dessert. So Des 
got his chocolate parfait and we 
all watched him eat it. We had to 
laugh, well that’s all you can do 
really. It was back to the vans for 
a coffee and a few biscuits for 
most of us, Des excluded. 
 

Sunday morning saw 3 of us de-
parting. So as is usual those leav-
ing were constantly interrupted 
by those staying. Goodbyes were 
said and we were left with 12. A 
small group ventured to th 
“Cheese Factory” only to find 
they didn’t sell cheese. It was in 
fact a very good museum. After a 
quiet late morning and a pleasant 
lunch it was time for round 2 of 
Klop. We decided to move the 
pitch adjacent to the lake. This 
time we created 3 teams of 3, 
this was Mo’s idea and it proved 
a winner and very entertaining. 
Alby’s team were first to be 
thrashed when they threw the 
dreaded 3 zeros. Mo, who in-
stalled herself as team captain, 
felt the wrath of her team when 

It’s on again! The arrival of the 
Southerly Busters this time at 
Seven Mile Beach after the sum-
mer recess was the opportunity to 
shake off the cobwebs, dust our-
selves and start all over again. 
 

Unluckily we just missed out on 
joining up with the Sydney City 
Slickers who were having a tag-a-
long at the same park the week-
end before but we were lucky 
enough to add John & Lorraine-
from the Slickers to our muster, 
also in our total of 13 vans was 
the latest members of the South-
erly Busters Siggy & Johanna 
Leipold who fitted in as if they 
had been with us from the start 
also Barry & Sandra Passlow 
were late starters, Bruce & Vir-
ginia Clarke were also at the mus-
ter their last one with us before 
heading off on their sojourn with 

Southerly Busters 
Seven Mile Beach 
& Kangaroo Valley 



35 

other ACC members for a 7-8 
months trip.  
 

The usual pre dinner happy hour 
was had prior to most members 
heading to the club for a meal, on 
return to the park the happy hour 
continued at various locations 
around the park finally dissipating 
at whatever the hour resulting in 
at least one sore head the next 
morning (no names).  
 

A lot of catching up was had dur-
ing the day before our general 
meeting, followed by the byo din-
ner/bbq at the camp kitchen with 
its pizza oven (which had quite a 
work out), once fed and watered 
all members gathered around 
Robert and Margaret Clarke’s van 
for after dinner happy hour (am I 
repeating myself here?), during 
which one couple was lucky 
enough to win both our club raf-
fles and by consensus have been 
banned from the next one.  
 

Sunday morning saw the early ris-
ers setting up at the camp kitchen 
to cook bacon & egg breakfast, 
this done the slow process of 
packing up for those who had to 
leave us, with some remaining the 
extra day or two.  
 

The Southerly Busters now 
packed up and moved up the coast 
for the following weekend to rep-
resent the ACC at the Kembla 
Grange Caravan, Camping & 
Fishing Show. This was a particu-
larly successful time as we were 
able to sign up a number of new 
members for the ACC and as a 
result 4 new members for the 
Southerly Busters. Our thanks to 

all those members who helped out 
(you know who you are—too 
many to mention). Rumour does 

have it that one couple did pur-
chase a new van at the show but 
little evidence as yet.  
 

The Southerly Busters must have 
left a big void in the Seven Mile 
Beach area on its departure with 
a mini tornado blasting its way 
through the area the weekend 
after we had left causing consid-
erable devastation right through 
to Nowra. 
 

The now familiar slow start and 
then a flurry of vans arriving at 
our next muster at Kangaroo 
Valley which was hosted by Ian 
& Heather (little did we know 
what they had in store for us). 
We were pleased to greet two 
new members who had signed up 
at Kembla grange— Ian Prosser 
and Chris & Jenny Hedges. Di 
and Woodsy joined us for the 
first time since our first muster 
but unfortunately due to me-
chanical problems Rick & Mary 
Coulstock (who had booked for 
the weekend) were unable to join 
us.  
 

Happy hour was the usual get to 
know you session at Rod & 
Geri’s van before adjourning to 
the local pub for a meal, then 
back to the park to continue 
happy hour. 
 

With the sun rising on a beautiful 
Saturday morning the day started 
slowly as we wandered up to the 
local markets to sample some of 

the wares. A number of activities 
were carried out in the afternoon 
with Ian & Heather heading off to 
paddle their kayak (apparently 
Ian used the old trick of sitting in 
the back and letting Heather do 
all the paddling).  

Some of us checked out the Talla-
warra Dam and the Bendeela free 
camping area for a potential fu-
ture muster (it looks good but of 
course no pets allowed).  

The happy hour became very in-
teresting as we all took the oppor-
tunity to stand up and give a brief 
life history of ourselves,   with a 
few surprises (not to be men-
tioned here). We then moved to 
the camp kitchen for our byo din-
ner/bbq during which we were 
persuaded by Ian to impress eve-
ryone with our party pieces which 
turned out to mostly irish jokes 
some of which were a bit risque, 
prizes were award by acclamation 
with Di Woods and Greig Nich-
ols taking out the prizes (kindly 
donated by Ian & Heather). Once 
the evening’s entertainment was 
over we all returned to our vans 
with some continuing with happy 
hour.  

Once again in the morning the 
early risers made their way to the 
camp kitchen for the bacon and 
egg breakfast already cooked and 
prepared by Ian, Heather, Kathy 
and Trevor yummmm! After the 
clean up the slow but steady proc-
ess of the packing up of vans as 
the busters moved out to prepare 
for the next muster at Shellhar-
bour in May. A few stragglers 
were left to enjoy yet another 
happy hour on the Sunday eve-
ning with Chris & Jenny, Woodsy 
and Rod & Geri hanging in for 
the extra day. 

ooOOoo 
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We had quite a number of mem-
bers arrive on the Wednesday, 
which just happened to be Mac’s 
Birthday too. Was good to share 
the birthday and cakes. 
By Friday all were safely camped 
at Glen Cromie and we held our 
usual Happy Hour to commence 
the muster. It was great to wel-
come        some  of our Southern 
Nomad Friends as well as a visit 
from some Gippsland gypsies. 

We welcomed some new mem-
bers who experienced their first 
muster with us and it seems that 
they enjoyed themselves and we 
look forward to their company at 
many more.  
Happy Hour on Saturday was a lot 
of fun with our raffles and cheesy 
fondue. 
A real blast from the past sug-
gested by Sheila after Mac and 
Barb rebuked her for her even 
considering sending her fondue 
set to the Op Shop. It was re-
trieved and Mac and Barb dug 
theirs out and it made for a very 
tasty happy hour with prawns, 
crusty bread and vegetables. Who 
needed dinner? The cheese sauces 
provided by Sheila and Barb were 
delicious.  
We did manage dinner, some hav-
ing fish and chips and others 
cooking their own and joining to-
gether to eat our meal. As if all 
this was not enough a decadent 
dessert was enjoyed by all.  
A Milk Chocolate fountain from 

the McLeans with fruit, sweets 
and marshmallows to dip and my 
little Choceur melting bowl with 
dark Chocolate, thanks Heather 
for the dark choc and the prize 
winner who donated their nougat 
for the cause with fruit, nougat, 
licorice allsorts it made for very 
luscious dipping.  
Following all that food some of 
us retired early whilst others sat 
out under the stars enjoying the 
cooler conditions. 
Sunday Morning many of us 
cooked breakfast and enjoyed it 
together. A number of people 
went to a local winery for lunch 
and thoroughly enjoyed it.  
Throughout the weekend there 
was Klop, Croquet and the tradi-
tional Bocce tournament.  
The reigning champions Mac 
and Val played a courageous 
game but eventually had to hand 
the Bruce Watt Perpetual Trophy 
to Sharon and Geoff.  
Ian was a brave man bringing his 
wood lathe and attempting to 
teach some of us the finer art of 
wood turning to make a pen. 
Those who participated did end 
up with a magnificent pen at the 
end of the class. Ian is a very pa-
tient teacher.  

Many of us found it very pleas-
ant after the heat of the day to 
spend the evenings sitting out 
sky watching. We were rewarded 
with shooting stars, the space 
station and a satellite  
It was a great muster and a few 
of us stayed on until Tuesday 
before heading home.  

ooOOoo 

The Burnett Heads Lighthouse 
Caravan Park was the  venue for 
our April muster.  A few mem-
bers had booked in for a week, 
arriving on Monday.  Each day a 
few more caravans arrived.  By 
Friday there were 19 WBBN 
vans, 2 ACC visiting vans and 1 
ACC motorhome in the park.   
 

Athol  Paradine brought his boat 
down from Bundaberg  and Ian 
Rehren brought his from Too-
goom rigged up on the top of his 
car.  They both launched their 
boats and set crab pots in the Bur-
nett River on Monday afternoon.  
Each day they would venture up 
to the boat ramp with their able 
bodied assistants, John, Danny, 
Ross and Trevor and motor up the 
river to check the pots.  An abun-
dance of crabs was caught over 
the week and some of us lucky 
ones enjoyed crab sandwiches 
nearly every day for lunch.  It 
was such a shame that  Ian and 
Trevor are allergic to crab. (all 
the more for us). 
 
 

We all welcomed new WBBN  
members, Robbie Nelson & Marj 
Pressler and Kevin & Cheryl Cal-
laghan and enjoyed their com-
pany.  Other A.C.C. visitors were 
Kevin and Margaret Robinson in 
their motorhome,  Brian and Joy 
Trewenack and Mel and Helen 
Baker (Morton Bay Drifters).  
John and Rose Tsakisiris from 

Southern Nomads 
Glen Cromie  

Muster 

Wide Bay Burnett-
Nomads 

Burnett Heads 
Muster 
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Maryborough joined A.C.C. only 
a few months ago  and they called 
in to the park to enquire about our 
branch and ended up  booking in 
for the weekend.   By the end of 
the muster they decided to join 
our branch.  After talking to John 
and Rose, Jenny and Ian found out 
that John and Rose’s  son owns 
Ian and Jenny’s previous house in 
Tinana.  (It’s a small world!!!) 
 

On Thursday Ross and Pauline 
McLean drove to Bundaberg to 
buy fresh scallops for some mem-
bers, which had to be de-shelled.  
Some people cooked them for din-
ner and others froze them to take 
home.   Thanks to Ross for show-
ing  us the best way to de-shell 
them (otherwise known as shuck-
ing) 
 

Barry and Bev Cross drove up 
from Innis Park to spend the day 
with us on Saturday.   We all gath-
ered behind Trevor and Lorraine’s 
van for morning tea.Athol Parad-
ine had caught quite a few crabs 
and after giving some away, he 
kindly donated three crabs for a 

special raffle with the proceeds 
going to the AGL Helicopter 
Rescue Service.  The winners 
were Kevin Robinson (Visitor) 
and Gail Gerchow.   Athol’s 
ticket was drawn out as winner 

of the third crab, so Athol  asked 
Kev Calaghan to conduct an auc-
tion for the third crab and the 
highest bidder was Cheryl  
Brackin.  Proceeds of auction to 
be given to AGL Helicopter Res-
cue Service. 
 

Kev & Del Cheshire drove down 
from Bundaberg on Saturday to 

join us for the day.  A  Meeting 
was held after Morning Tea on 
Saturday and a game of Klop was 
played in the afternoon.  On Sat-
urday evening, everyone enjoyed 
a Hawaiian Night of hamburgers 

and sticky pineapple 
pudding, custard and 
ice cream.  Thanks to 
all who contributed 
towards the night.  
Most of us wore 
some sort of Hawai-
ian dress, but there 
were a few who 
stood out and had 
taken a lot of trouble 
dressing up.  Good 
on you!!!!!!! 
 

Sunday morning we 
all gathered under the trees for 
morning tea, trivia and the raffle 
followed by the group photo.  
Another game of Klop took place 
after lunch.  At Happy Hour, 
Gayle Tillson showed some of 
her hats that she makes.  Trevor 
and Lorraine tried some on and 
ended up ordering one each.  (Not 
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sure if Trevor ordered the pink 
one!!!!!! )     Some people went to 
the local pub for Sunday dinner 
and others visited the local fish 
and chip shop. 
 

A few vans departed on Sunday 
and the rest left on Monday.  Neil 
and Cheryl  headed north on the 
first lap of their trip around Aus-
tralia.  Safe travelling!!! The cara-
van park was a great venue for a 
muster and the weather was per-
fect for the whole week. 
 

ooOOoo 

enjoyed morning tea 
in the café and then 
headed off to our first 
overnight stop at the 
Golden Nugget Tour-
ist Park. 
 

A visit to the tourist 
information centre 
saw the purchase of 
the Bendigo Experi-
ence Pass, which p r o -
vided access to Bendigo Pottery, 
The Talking Tram, Golden 
Dragon Museum and the Central 
Debora Gold mine. The Pass was 
able to be used over two days 
which allowed for a very relax-
ing time. We had arranged for a 
demonstration at the Bendigo 

Pottery which was very worth-
while. Morning tea was at the 
Pottery with all enjoying scones 
and cream. 
 

Happy hour each day was held in 
the camp kitchen, with members 
enjoying a swim each afternoon 
in the very well maintained park 
pool. 
 

Our next destination was Bal-
larat.  The trip took us through 
Maldon, with its great street 
scape, Castlemaine, Daylesford 
and Creswick. 
 

The Big 4 Ballarat Goldfields 
Holiday Park was our home for 

the next two days. With visits to 
Sovereign Hill, the light and 
sound show “Blood on the South-
ern Cross”, the Botanical Gar-
dens. On arriving in Ballarat we 
found out that the largest swap 
meet held in Victoria was taking 
place that weekend. Several of 

the men visited the 
meet and all agreed we 
had never seen such an 
array of products. We 
all agreed that Ballarat 
was a great two days. 
 

Upon leaving Ballarat 
the group headed for 
Apollo Bay with morn-
ing tea to be held on 
the beach front at Tor-
quay. 

 

With the start of the Great Ocean 
Road many were like excited kids 
on a BIG adventure. For several 
of the group this was the first 
time they had ventured down the 
GOR and one could feel the ex-
citement they were experiencing. 
I had issued a challenge to the 
group to produce the best photo 
of the “pole house”. I was disap-
pointed when I found the “pole 
house” had been dismantled and 
the only sign was the lower plat-
form on which the house had 
been built. 
 

Arriving at the Apollo Bay Rec-
reation Reserve and Caravan Park 
the group settled in for another 
two days of relaxation with ac-
tivities planned. A trip to the Ot-
way Fly, Lorne, and Cape Otway 
Light House filled in our time. 
One night was devoted to a com-
munal meal. We had decided that 
fish and chips were the only item 

Cheerfull looking bunch! 

Golden Westerners 
Great Ocean Road 

Tag-A-long 
The Golden Westerners met at 
Finley Caravan Park for what was 
to be the first tag-a-long for the 
branch. Ten vans had registered 
for the 16 day expedition. Unfor-
tunately one van were not able to 
join us due to health reason, leav-
ing nine vans for the trip. 
 

If the meet and greet happy hour 
was any indication this muster 
was going to be one to remember. 
Leaving Finley on the Monday 18 
February saw the entire group 
heading south along the Newell 
Hwy to Shepparton for a visit to 
the SPC factory outlet. Most took 
advantage of the great products, 
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on the menu. David and Irene or-
dered the fish and chip during the 
day and arranged for the pick up 
at six o’clock.  What a great night 
with Irene being surprised with a 
birthday cake. 
 

Port Campbell was our destination 
as we left Apollo Bay. We had 
decided to call into the 12 Apos-
tles on the way. We only just 
managed to find enough spaces to 
park the vans, with several having 
to park in the car only section. 
 

Once settled in the Port Campbell 
Holiday park it was off to lunch at 
the 12 Rock Café and Bar. This is 
a great venue with views over the 
harbour. With groups of exploring 
the local area others just relaxed 
by our vans. Happy hour ap-
proached and it was off to the 
camp kitchen. This has to be one 
of the best camp kitchens we have 
come across. 
 

The next two days were spent vis-
iting London Bridge, Loch Ard 
Gorge and the other fascinating 
formations.We also enjoyed the 
gourmet food trail and tea that 
night was a slice of toast. 
 

We had decided that the tag-a-
long was to end at Halls Gap and 
after two days we headed towards 

our destination. 
 

Along the way, 
one group decided 
to visit Glen-
thompson   as our 
Glen Thompson 
had never visited 
the town. Glen 
now has the photo 
he wanted. 
 

Arriving at the 
Grampians Gar-

dens Tourist Park, the group set-
tled in for the last days of the 
tag-a-long. 
 

Sitting around at happy hour it 
was decided that the branch’s 
first tag-a-long had been a great 
success and that we should plan 
to conduct another tag-a-long. 
 

Members began to depart the 
next day to various destinations, 
with many taking the long way 
home. 

ooOOoo 

Lake Clifton Caravan Park about 
2:30. 
 

After booking in, we find our-
selves amoungst five others of 
our club and several guests who 
had the same ideas as us, getting 
there early. It should turn out to 
be a great weekend. 
 

The weather for the few days pre-
vious had been in the 38 to 40 
degrees so the cool change was a 
blessing to each of us as we could 
relax amoungst ourselves. 
 

Thursday evening saw us sitting 
in a circle drinking our favourite 
beverages, consuming our favour-
ite snacks, talking about our fa-
vourite subjects, and thoroughly 
enjoying our time together. 
 

Friday moring saw a few more of 
our members (and some guests 
too), turn up for the muster. A 
game of Klopp turned up and af-
ter several frustrating games we 
all headed off to lunch. 
 

As with many of our vintage the 
“after lunch time” is nanna nap 
time and the camp did go a little 
quiet for a short time but it didn’t 
last long as raucous laughter con-
tinued throughout the afternoon. 
 

More of our members arrived into 
the afternoon and by “beer 
o’clock” we had a full contingent 
along with several visitors. 
 

Nibblies and drinks we taken un-
der the shade of the marquees and 
the noise from the various con-
versations was overwhelming as 
everyone joined in and enjoyed 
themselves. Those who provided 
the various nibblies certainly did 
themselves proud as we had a 
great deal to select from, meeting 
the requirements of all palates. 
Neither the light shower of rain 

We thought that we would be the 
first to the muster at Lake 
Clifton, (just south of Mandurah) 
so we stopped work a little early 
on Wednesday and got the van 
ready for an early departure the 
next morning. The previous day I 
had punched in the details to our 
TomTom navigator so that we 
would not have to waste time on 
the wrong road.  
 

We headed down the Forrest 
Highway and following the navi-
gators instruction arrived at the 

Western Wallabies 
Lake Clifton  

Muster 
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other excuse! So that means no 
fresh fish for breakfast so we’ll 
just have to have our same old 
cereal. 
 

A group of us drove down the 
road to the local scenic spot and 
walked out on the short jetty to 
look at the strombalites which 
grow on the shore of the lake. 
Birdlife included  black swans, 
crakes and several other species. 
 

After we enjoyed lunch at our 
own vans many of us had a 
nanna nap to prepare for the eve-
ning’s festivities. By mid after-
noon the Klopp was in full swing 
again with most of us joining in 
to pit our skills against each 
other. 
 

It wasn’t long after the game was 
completed (which was won by 
Steve assisted by Terry), that a 
short meeting was convened by 
Terry. A pleasant general discus-
sion, welcoming the new mem-
bers; Omar & Yvonne, Gavin & 
Linda, David & Cathy and Rob 
& Jacquie. Hoepfully they will 
all continue to misbehave and 
create a generaly happy atmos-
phere. 
 

At dinner time we cooked our 
own meat on the barbecues pro-
vided by the caravan park man-
agement and several of the ladies 
provided salads to compliment 
the meal. Another group of la-
dies made some scrumptious 
sweets and these serving plates 
emptied out very quickly. 
 

Vicki is our classic fun(d)s raiser 
and she organised another 
“loosers raffle”. Some very tired 
and satisfied people headed off 

nor the arrival of some more ga-
lahs dampened the spirit of the 
evening. 
 

Vicki ran a special raffle with the 
prize of two enormous crayfish 
which were supplied by Jack and 
won by Linda. Great fun for all 
and $ome dollar$ in the coffer$ of 
the branch. 
 

On Saturday morning the blokes 
were up before the sun trying to 
catch some fish at the local fishing 
spot. We didn’t see any fruits of 
their labour but they reckon that 
there was too much weed or some 

to bed and that was the end of 
another fine day! 
 

Sunday morning saw the sun 
shining and some of us even got 
to breakfast by the 8:00 am dead-
line. Some of course were later 
and they enjoyed a cold breakfast. 
 

Today many of our members left 
the park for home or points fur-
ther south but before they left we 
were able to congregate for a 
group photo. 
 

Some of us were brave enough to 
remain at the caravan park for an-
other day or two, possibly just to get 
over the stress of the muster or 
maybe just to relax. 
 

Once again that is the end of another 
very successful muster that everyone 
enjoyed. Hopefully we also left a 
good impression on the caravan 
park’s management too. Each of the 
attending guests also had a fine time 
and we hope to see them again, pos-
sibly as new members. 
 

ooOOoo 

Bayside Wanderers 
Apollo Bay Muster 
Our group of friends began arriv-
ing on the Wednesday. Some ar-
rived via the Queenscliffe ferry 
and the Great Ocean Road. By 
the Friday we had a total of 14 
vans. We welcomed 3 new cou-
ples to our group, we had a sur-
prise visit by future members and 
other members attending their 
first muster. 
 

Many in the group were very cou-
rageous by taking long walks into 
town for shopping, markets or 
just to take in the beautiful scen-
ery. 
 

The weather was cold but we 
braved it and kept warm by chris-
tening Tony’s brand new fire. 
Tony has become quite the expert 
pyromaniac. His beautiful black 
virgin fire had a good work out 
and after the paint had burnt off 
and a few adjustments were made 
to the ventilation it was perfect. 
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On Thursday we had a tag a long 
of 5 cars taking a tour of the 
windy roads to the Otway Fly 
Tree Top Adventures. What a 
beautiful walk through the forest 
and along the tree tops. On com-
pletion of the walk we had lost a 
couple of our group, so one lucky 
volunteer sprinted the 1.9 walk 
again in search of them. It was in 
the last 20 metre that the nomi-
nated call of ‘coowee’ was heard 
advising that they had been found 
Hot chocolates were enjoyed by 
some for a warm up after. 
 

Our usual games of Klop and cro-
quet were played and as usual the 
winners were the lucky new com-
ers to the group. Well done 
Sheryl. 
 

ooOOoo 

dentally it was quite scarey with 
white cars (with no lights on) 
blending into the spray from the 
road making difficult to see 
them. 
 

With Derek Hale (GG President) 
and Neil Kollmorgen (GG Secre-
tary) away on their big trip, as 
Neil calls it, up past Mt Isa on 
their way to Darwin and sur-
rounding areas, Jim Tuck and 
Derek Payton were given the re-
sponsibility to run the muster in 
their absence. 
 

Friday was to be a day to meet 
new members from earlier mus-
ters with the rest of the crews 
rolling in during the day. Friday 
night was BYO BBQ tea after 
the customary Happy Hour and 
the decision was made by the 
members to set the tune for the 
week end, the resultant itinerary 
displayed for all. 
 

Saturday some of the troop 
headed off to Buchan Caves for 

the day with theirBBQ Lunches. 
The remainder taking advantage 
of the many local delights of 
Lakes Entrance. 
 

The general meeting was held in 
the late afternoon, at which we 
welcomed new members Stan & 
Maureen Kerr, and also some 
visitors—Ron & Carol Davis, and 
Ken & Marilyn Nicholas.  It was 
great to see that both these cou-
ples are now members of the 
ACC and the Branch! 
  

Happy Hour arrived but we kept 
it short as Jim Tuck had booked 
the local RSL for our evening 
meal. Car pooling arrangements 
were made and off we went. The 
surprise on the night was how 
quickly the meals were brought 
out. Some ordered their meal, got 
some drinks and sat down, just as 
the meal was delivered! Wish that 
would happen in some other din-
ing places. 
 

Sunday Morning saw our cus-
tomary Egg & Bacon breakfast 
with Lew Ryan doing the cook-
ing. The BBQ’s were fired up 
early to get them hot as some of 
the members were leaving this 
morning. 
 

Following breakfast the Burley’s 
and some others headed out to the 
Stony Creek Railway Bridge 
which is located 22 kilometers 
north-east of Lakes Entrance, just 
off the Princes Highway within 
the Colquhoun State Forest. This 
trestle bridge was built in 1916 

Gee, the wind was cutting but as 
true caravanners we’re a brave lot 
and the weather wasn’t going to 
deter us from enjoying the week 
end at all. 
 

A little bit of rain added to the 
mix but it still didn’t dampen our 
spirits. 
 

Some of members and guests ar-
rived early whilst the remainder 
travelled down in some trying 
weather with rain spray mixed in 
with some heavy vehicles. Evi-

Gippsland Gypsies 
Lakes Entrance 

Muster 

The facilities at the Eastern Beach Caravan Park were excellent. The 
camp kitchen easily accommodated the hoard of hungry Gypsies! 

No fires permitted, so those needing a little warm-up had to settle for a 
freshly lit BBQ. 
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from local timber and stands 18.6 
meters in height and is 274 meters 
in length. It is believed to be the 
largest wooden bridge still stand-

ing in Australia.  With another 
Happy Hour over the Tuck’s, Pa-
ton’s, Bryce’s and Lazarus’s 
headed off to the RSL again for 
their evening meal, (again served 
very quickly) whilst the others 
who weren’t going out for tea re-
tired to their own vans to prepare 
for the morning departure. 
Monday was a mass exodus from 
the park the Bryce’s staying for 
another day while the rest of us 
headed home. 

ooOOoo 

No—it’s not in China! Bendigo, in Victoria’s “golden triangle” has a 
long-time association with Chinese culture, going back to the heady 

gold rush days. The above courtyard is part of Bendigo’s Chinese Mu-
seum complex, well worth a look when you are next down that way. 
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CLUB SHOP 

  
  

         \ 
  
  

      Quality shirt in taupe with green and gold trim features club logo. 

      Mens sizes  M to 5XL with pockets;   Ladies sizes 12 to 26 without pocket 
                (pocket available, no charge - to be self sewn)                                    $38.00 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  
  

                                             
  
  

  

      Quality long sleeved shirt in taupe with green and gold trim. 
                                                                                                                  $42.00 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  
  
  

                                           
  
  

     Snag resistant fabric.  Knit collar with contrast tipping, side splits. 
     Features club logo.  Mens sizes S to 5XL with pockets.                      $38.00 
     Ladies sizes 8 to 24. 
Postage: 1 --- $8, 2 to 4---$12 extra $3.20 for registered 

  

            
  

    The club jacket is a polar fleece full zip jacket, bottle green in 
     colour, similar to the green on collar of club shirt with club emblem 
     on the  left side.                                                                    $44.00 
 Postage:  1 or 2 jackets ---  $12.00 

  
  

                                       
  
  

     100% Polyester jacket with contrasting microfibre panel, 
      jersey lining. Full zip front with two zippered pockets bottle green 
      with gold trim.Adult sizes: XXS to 5XL.                                              $50.00 
Postage: 1---$8.00   2 or 3---$12 

  

         

      Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green and  gold. 
     One size fits all.                                                                                        $15.00 
Postage: up to 4 caps---$8; 5 to 8 caps---$12 

  
       The brimmed hat, bottle green in colour with club emblem in gold 

      on the front.  Available in 2 sizes, small 57cm and large 61cm.  The 
      hat as an adjustable elastised band inside the hat for a snug fit.             $18.00 
  Postage: up to 4 hats---$8; 5 to 8 hats---$12 

  

           
  

  
    Club Flags, 600 x 400, complete with small staff                                $15.00 

 Postage:  1 Flag = $9.50 : 2 Flags = $11.50 

  
     Club Stickers available in 3 sizes, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 
PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If any sized stickers are purchased along with another 
item/s that attract a postage cost, then no additional postage will apply for this item. 
     Jumbo Van Sticker, A4 size                                                         $10.00 
 If jumbo stickers purchased separately, postage is $2.75  for up to 5 stickers 
      Large Van Sticker                                                                              $3.00 
If large stickers purchased separately, postage is $1.75  for up to 5 stickers 
      Small Windscreen Sticker, fits inside windscreen.                          $1.00 
If small stickers purchased separately, postage is .75c for up to 5 stickers 

  
  
 

  

      Picnic Basket                                                                                    $25.00 
 
 Postage:   1---$13.00           2 or 3---$19 



  

          

    Club Stubby Holder, durable and handy for that cold one.  Comes in 

    club colours of green and gold.                                                         $7.00 
PLEASE NOTE: If purchased with a bulky item, post on first stubby holder is free then 
each additional is .50c postage. If purchased alone, postage is up to 10 $7.50, 11-18 
$12. 

  
  

        
  

   Club Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo,     name and web address in green and gold.  Please advise tyre size when     ordering.  Now have good stocks of wheel covers.                             $50.00 
$12 postage + $3.20 registered post if selected 

  

        
  

  
   Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook.  A MUST 

    for all travellers.  (Limited Stocks)                     SPECIAL PRICE     $15-00 
$2 post & handling 
  

  

 

    Club Keytag, individually numbered, with name recorded in a register for return 
    of keys if lost with return address on reverse. 
    “If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  PO Box 631, 
                                    Patterson Lakes  Vic  3197” 
    The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide.                                $7.50 
 Postage  $1.50 (Maximum 2 per pack - if greater number multiply accordingly) 

  

      
  

  
    Club Umbrella, quality umbrella with fiberglass shaft with carbon fibre bow 
    makes a very durable umbrella in club colours of green and gold with club logo 
    on 2 sides.                                                                                 $25-00 
Postage:  $13.00 each 

  

 

  
                 Club Lanyard including small clip, in gold with green club name.       $4.00 

PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
item/s that attracts postage, then no additional postage will apply. 
If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for 1 or 2 lanyards 

  

 

  
            The pens are silver and green with club emblem in gold.                         $8.00 
                                                                                                                    SPECIAL   $6.00 
 PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
 item/s that attract a postage cost, then no additional postage will apply for 
 this 
 item.  If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for 1 or 2 pens 
  

 
  
  

               
\ 
  

  
  
  
  
                The apron is approx 83cm long x 65cm wide with pocket and 
     adjustable neck.                                                                                   $25.00 
 
 Postage:   1 or 2---$8.00           3 or 4---$12 

  
  

                   

  
 
                  Membership card holders                                                                       $1.00 
PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
item/s that attracts postage, then no additional postage will apply.  If 
purchased separately, postage is $1.50 for 1 or 2 membership card holders. 
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Coming Events Check the Events Calendar and the Branch Forums on the Web Site for further details. 

Date 2013 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 

Jun 7-9 Western Wallabies WA Greenhills Muster Noeline Williams 0428 325 335 

Jun 8-10 Family Firesiders QLD Kenilworth Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

Jun 8-11 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Foster Muster Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Jun 12-17 Country Cruisers QLD Goomburra Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Jun 14—17 Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Crows Nest Muster Jenny Rehren 07 41280379 

Jun 19—24 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Pomona Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252 

Jun 21—23 Southern Cross O’rlanders SA Lamaroo Muster Pam Gregory 08 8374 4034 

Jun 21—23 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Boomi Muster Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2003 

Jun 27—Jul 24 Southern Highlanders NSW Tuncurry Tagalong Ellen Wightman 02 4632 7507 

Jun 28—30 Southerly Busters NSW Batemans Bay Muster Rod Shapely 0439 600 959 

Jul 2—10 Sydney City Slickers NSW Temora Tagalong Noel Bradford 02 9629 2072 

Jul 5—7 Sundowners SA Strathalbyn Muster Rolly Hill 08 8556 2273 

Jul 5—7 Western Wallabies WA Jennacubbine Muster Noeline Williams 0428 325 335 

Jul 10—15 Country Cruisers QLD Cambooya Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Jul 12—14 Lakeside Drifters NSW Budgewoi Muster Max Plumb Email 

Jul 19—21 Hunter Ramblers NSW East Gresford Muster Diane Archer Email 

Jul 20—21 Family Firesiders QLD Cobb & Co Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

Jul 23—Aug 4 Southern Cross O’rlanders SA Riverton Tagalong Pam Gregory 08 8374 4034 

Jul 25—29 Gold Coast Gadabouts QLD Boonah Muster Lynda Richards 07 5535 5269 

Jul 26—28 Swan River Rovers WA Bruce Rock Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Aug 2—4 Southern Cross O’rlanders SA Riverton Muster Pam Gregory 08 8374 4034 

Aug 4—18 Sydney City Slickers NSW Gloucester Tagalong Noel Bradford 02 9629 2072 

Aug 7—12 Country Cruisers QLD Jondaryn Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Aug 9—11 Sundowners SA Waikerie Muster Rolly Hill 08 8556 2273 

Aug 9—11 Southerly Busters NSW Camden Muster Rod Shapely 0439 600 959 

Aug 16—18 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Beaudesert Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252 

Aug 16—18 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Castlemaine Muster Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Aug 17—18 Family Firesiders QLD Murphys Creek Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

Aug 19—23 Golden Westerners NSW Tuncurry Muster Lyn Richens 02 4956 6338 

Aug 23—25 Hunter Ramblers NSW Telegherry Muster Diane Archer Email 

Aug 23—26 Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Gayndah Muster Jenny Rehren 07 41280379 

Aug 30—Sep 1 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Pilliga Muster Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2003 

Sep 5—9 Gold Coast Gadabouts QLD Crows Nest Muster Lynda Richards 07 5535 5269 

Sep 6—8 Southern Nomads VIC Eildon Muster Geoff Halson 03 9758 5382 

Sep 7—8 Family Firesiders QLD Kilkivan Muster Peter Snook 0419 688 853 

Sep 11—16 Country Cruisers QLD Yarraman Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Jun 8—10 Hunter Ramblers NSW Cassilis Muster Diane Archer Email 

Your presence at a branch muster is always welcome, regardless of whether you are a member of a branch, 
or not. If you would like to attend just give the contact person a call so that you can get the current infor-
mation. Full details can also be found on the Club’s website for those of you that are computer-literate. 
 

ooOOoo 



47 

ACC Branch Directory 

 
 

Branch Name & State Secretary Email 

Family Firesiders 
QLD 

Peter Snook 
0419 688 853 

accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 

Gippsland Gypsies 
VIC 

Neil Kolmorgen 
03 9707 3808 

gippslandgypsies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Gold Coast Gadabouts 
QLD 

Lynda Richards 
07 5535 5269 

goldcoastgadabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
  

Golden Westerners 
NSW 

Lyn Richens 
02 4956 6338 

goldenwesterners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Hunter Ramblers 
NSW 

Diane Archer hunterramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Moreton Bay Drifters 
QLD 

John Mathams 
07 3351 1713 

moretonbaydrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Cross Overlanders 
SA 

Pam Gregory 
08 8374 4034 

southerncrossoverlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Highlanders 
NSW 

Ellen Wightman 
02 4632 7507 

southernhighlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Nomads 
VIC 

Geoff Halson 
03 9758 5382 

southernnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sunshine Nomads 
QLD 

Jim Henwood 
07 5341 6094 

sunshinenomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Swan River Rovers 
WA 

Maria Minchin 
08 9332 6190 

swanriverrovers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sundowners 
SA 

Rolly Hill 
08 8556 2273 

sundowners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sydney City Slickers 
NSW 

Noel Bradford 
02 9629 2072 

sydneycityslickers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
QLD 

Jenny Rehren 
07 4128 0379 

widebayburnettnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Country Cruisers 
QLD 

Dawn Nutley 
07 5426 3621 

countrycruisers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Bayside Wanderers 
VIC 

Ray Flynn 
03 9707 0293 

baysidewanderers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Northern Bushwhackers 
NSW 

Sue Fletcher 
02 6733 2003 

northernbushwhackers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Border Hoppers 
NSW/VIC 

Bill Taylor 
02 6926 2274 

borderhoppers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Murray River Ramblers 
NSW 

Roz McMillan 
03 5873 2500 

murrayriverramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Western Wallabies 
WA 

Noeline Williams 
0428 325 335 

westernwallabies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southerly Busters 
NSW 

Rod Shapley 
0439 600 959 

southerlybusters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Lakeside Drifters 
NSW 

Max Plumb lakesidedrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Tassie Travellers 
TAS. 

Lyn Denning tassietravellers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 




