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The content of this magazine is subject to 
copyright. No article may be reproduced 
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From The Editor 
 

G’Day All, 
 

Firstly—an apology for the late-
ness of this edition! An urgent, 
and unplanned trip, has made it 
necessary to complete the final 
editorial tasks while on the 
road—not easy, but as you can 
see, we did it! 
 

A check through the library re-
veals that we have no material on 
hand for future “feature” stories. 
So please, put your thinking caps 
on, and pens to paper, and send 
us a story on your adventures. 
You will not only get to see your 
name in print (a dubious honor!) 
but will also inspire your fellow 
ACCers to get out and about in 
this great country of ours! 
 

Also a plea from the Treasurer—
if you do not wish to receive re-
newal notices etc via email—
could you please let him know? 
He’ll then tweak the system ac-
cordingly. 

Cheers, Lazo 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Autumn) issue is August 10th, 

2012. 

Old Opal Shaft—Lightning Ridge  
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From the Chair 
The Board had a very constructive  
Face to Face meeting at Jenny & 
Bruce Beausang’s home. We can 
get so much more done at a face 
to face meeting,  the two days 
spent together as a Board is a 
good way to deal with Club issues 
and  brainstorm. 
 

2012 must be the year for new 
branches with 2  being formed 
since the last “nomad” went out.  
Congratulations to the Border 
Hoppers and Murray River Ram-
blers.Another is in the process of 
being formed in WA. Thank you 
to the members and branches that 
helped start the new branches. 
 

The Gippsland Gypsies have de-
veloped a very interesting pro-
gram for the 2012 National Mus-
ter and AGM. They  are doing a 
lot of work on behalf of the ACC.  
I urge everyone if they can, to at-
tend and have a great time at Mal-
lacoota. 
 

We have had successful stands at 
Perth and Sydney Caravan Shows 
and the club will also be attending 
the Brisbane show. Thank you to 
all who helped run the stands . 
 

I am having a “Chairman’s Mus-
ter” in Barcaldine Qld., from  the 
6th to 8th July, so if you are in the 
area please come and join in, there 
is more information in this issue 
of the “Nomad”. 
 

Until next time safe travelling and 
enjoy 

Tom. 

Chairman, Tom Smith, is hosting 
a muster from July 6th to 8th. He 
has no definite purpose in mind, 
simply a “getting to know you” 
type of exercise. 

Venue is the well known Home-
stead Caravan Park, in Bar-
caldine (QLD). As well as regu-
lar sessions with visiting musi-
cians and bush poets, the Home-
stead also puts on traditionally 
prepared billy tea and damper, as 
well as a couple of other 
“sweeteners” which make it an 
attractive destination. 

All members and friends are wel-
come, just let Tom know that 
you will be attending, after you 
have made your booking directly 
with the park (be sure and let 
them know that you are part of 
the ACC group). 

Boules and Klop will also be 
available, and should be a real 
“blast” 

ooOOoo 

It’s getting closer, and registra-
tions are rolling in—is yours 
among them? Don’t forget that 
registrations close on August 
31st! 

The organisers would like as 
many attendees as possible to be 
settled in by Sunday the 21st of 
October. With the official open-
ing taking place on Monday the 
22nd, at 10.00am, the muster of-
fice will be closed on the 22nd 
until 1.00pm.  

The organisation of the event is 
well in hand, with items that will 
appeal to all. 

To keep abreast of all that is hap-
pening, and all the latest updates, 
just visit the ACC Website, click 
on “News” and then on 
“National Muster News”. The 
organisers regularly update the 
newsletters to make sure that we 
are fully informed. See you 
there! 

ooOOoo 

Australia is how big? 

Chairman’s Muster 2012 National Muster 
at Mallacoota 
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And so with the O.F. onboard we 
headed northeast travelling 
through some of the not so well 
known localities as we travelled 
firstly along Kulde Road. Through 
this area the landscape was one of 
gentle undulations where could be 
found large grazing pastures inter-
spersed with grain fields which, in 
their lushness, stood in stark con-
trast to the surrounding area.  
 

At 10.45am we arrived in the 
small township of Karoonda 
which is located ‘In the Heart of 
the Mallee’; a large cereal grain 
and sheep raising district. Only 
small in size it nevertheless pro-
vides adequately for its residents 
and visitors such as us for here 
were such facilities as a supermar-
ket, post office, newsagent, chem-
ist plus one or two other shops and 
of course there is the ever-present 
pub.  

In the middle of Karoonda’s main 
street is a lovely park with parking 
facilities more than adequate for 
our caravan which, we might add, 
is not the norm for more often 
than not when arriving in a town 
we found that the only ‘parking 
facilities for caravans’ was down a 

back street somewhere where our 
concern for the security of our 
van was ever present. It was here 
in Karoonda we enjoyed morn-
ing tea in the small but well 
maintained park where we ex-
plored a number of memorials. 
These included a large statue of a 

magnificent Merino ram which 
stands in acknowledgement of 
the fact that this area is involved 
in the production of wool. Here 
too was a small but moving me-
morial to local residents who lost 
their lives during various wars in 
which Australia was involved and 
a large memorial was dedicated to 
the windmill and the role it pro-
vided in obtaining underground 
water, for without such there is no 
life.  
 

Just on the outskirts of Karoonda 
the road crossed the railway line 
and there was no mistaking the 
fact that it had been a long time 
since trains ran on these rails for 
here the whole area beside and 
between the tracks were covered 
in brightly coloured Gazania 
flowers. It was quite a sight to 
see and we couldn’t resist taking 
the opportunity for a photo or 
two. A walk up around the bend 
in the line revealed that these 
flowers extended for as far as we 
could see. It was absolutely won-

derful.  
 

It is during our travels that the 
things that stand out most in our 
memories are those feats of 
Mother Nature which are quite 
spectacular either individually or 
collectively. Many, many times 
we have stood in awe of her inge-
nuity, skill and ability to astound.  
 

Continuing in a north easterly 
direction we travelled through 
Borrika, Sandalwood, Haldon and 
Mindarie all of which were typi-
cal country hamlets where about 
the only thing in common was the 
local community hall. These are 
the type of towns which we de-
scribe as one blink towns..... one 
blink and you will miss them. For 
most they seem to exist in name 
only for there are no other facili-
ties apart from maybe a house or 
two.  
 

The small hamlet of Wanbi was a 
‘two blink town’ with a pub, half 
a dozen houses and of course the 
pre-requisite community hall but 
no shop in sight. Not far from this 
township we stopped at the me-
morial to the Goyder Line. This 
‘line’ (on maps only) marks the 
commencement of areas designated 
as arid lands and we were both 
quite amazed at how correct this 
was for the landscape did indeed 
become a lot drier from this point 
onwards. 
 

At Arawoona we turned left and 
headed north where thirty four 
kilometres later we arrived in 
Loxton which is known as the 
Garden City of the Riverland, and 
the first things we noticed upon 
arrival were the lovely gardens 
(what else!) that lined the sides of 

Homeward—Bound 
(Di Archer N00070) 

 

After 18 months on the road, and 
sixty newsletters, the Meandering 
Archers are heading for home! 
The following is an excerpt from 
their final newsletter—we join 
them in the Mallee area of South 
Australia. 
Thanks for letting us share your 
adventures guys, they have in-
spired many others! 

No wind, no water, no life –  
memorial at Karoonda  

Rail line at Karoonda  

One of the campsites along the 
Murray River  
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the road. The town centre itself 
has a pretty park down the middle 
of the divided roadway where a 
restored bandstand takes pride of 
place. It is here under the shade of 
some beautiful trees that many 
people took the time to enjoy their 
lunch.  
 

Loxton is quite a large township 
which is spread along the banks of 
the river and throughout the town 
we saw large areas where a lot of 
work and effort has been under-
taken in constructing and main-
taining some beautiful gardens. 
Within the town there is a wide 
selection of shops and facilities 
and in all, Loxton is quite a pretty 
place.  
 

With its location being on the 
banks of the Murray River, we 
soon found ourselves heading 
down a slight hill to where we 
took a walk along the river bank. 
At the time of our visit the river 
was flowing quite strongly and 
there was evidence that only re-
cently it had broken its bank due 
to heavy rain and subsequent 
flooding.  
 

From this location we headed up 
river, following a sealed road 
which signs indicated lead to the 
Riverfront Caravan Park and 
Camping Area. The camping area 
was quite separate from the cara-
van park for it was spread along 
the riverbank with designated 
camp sites that were numbered 
and we assumed such could be 
‘booked’. While there was still 
evidence of flood damage, it was 
clear that under normal circum-
stances this would be a lovely loca-
tion in which to set up camp.  
 

It was near these sites that we 
found The Tree of Knowledge. 
Now we expected such to relate to 
some specific point in local his-
tory or the foundation of a politi-
cal party or even the site of the 
first church but no such luck. The 
Tree of Knowledge is basically a 
flood level indicator for up the 
side of the tree are located the 

flood levels for specific years 
and while there were quite a few 
lower down on the tree, it was 
the 1956 flood that amazed us 
for it was well above all others.  
 

It is only when standing beside 
such as this that you realise the 
impact this mighty river has on 
the local residents and area. 
While being the source of life in 
providing water, such water also 
wrought devastation in its wake 
at the time of flooding.  
 

As we departed Loxton at 
3.15pm we passed the first citrus 
orchards we had seen in this 
area, with the promise of many 
more to come for we were head-
ing towards the Riverland Dis-
trict, renowned for its citrus 
fruits. Not much further on we 
also passed the McGuigan’s 
Winery.  
 

During our travels there have 
been numerous occasions on 
which we have availed ourselves 
of the supply of fresh fruit and 
vegetables which were for sale at 
roadside stalls and so it was as 
we travelled on towards our next 
destination. The stalls were nu-
merous and when we stopped to 
check them out we found the 
items on offer included oranges, 
lemons, avocados, mandarins, 
pumpkins, potatoes, tomatoes, 
cucumbers, eggs and a number 

of other vegetables. With our fa-
vourite mandarins being plentiful 
in this area (Imperial Mandarins) 
we left one stall loaded up with 
four very large bagfuls of them. 
Yum Oh!  
 

Travelling north east, we contin-
ued to see a large number of vine-
yards together with orchard after 
orchard which wasn’t surprising 
seeing that our next destination 
was Berri which is well known as 
a fruit processing township and 
the location where a large per-
centage of Australia’s canned 
fruit and fruit juice is produced. 
As 3.30pm rolled around we ar-
rived in this very pretty township 
where our first priority was to 
check into the Riverside Caravan 
Park. With the park located oppo-
site the river near the centre of 
town, we set up camp and were 
soon heading off to see what was 
in and around this pretty town-
ship.  
 

On the riverfront was a lovely 
walk which started not far from 
the caravan park and it was here 
that we found the Jimmy James 
Memorial. This amazing Austra-
lian was an Aboriginal Tracker 
who, during his lifetime, was re-
sponsible for locating various 
people who for one reason or an-

other had tried to avoid the long 
arm of the law and he was also 
famous for finding people includ-
ing small children who had be-
come lost in the bush. In recogni-
tion of his contribution to the 
community, a beautifully carved 
piece of granite stands above the 
Murray River on which is carved 
aspects of Jimmy’s Aboriginality 
and his life’s work.  

Tree of Knowledge on the banks 
of the Murray River at Loxton  

Now that’s a houseboat! 
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As we continued along the river-
bank, the scenery included a large 
number of houseboats moored on 
the other side of the river. These 
ranged in size from large modern 
structures ,which surely must have 
had all the mod cons available, 
right down to our favourite which 
was what we would describe as a 
‘true house boat’. Just like a small 
country cottage, it was as if some-
one had picked it up from its cot-
tage garden setting and plonked it 
down on its present location.  
 

At the end of the river walk was 
the large bridge which spans the 
Murray River at this point and as 
we sat and watched the large vol-
ume of traffic that traversed the 
river, we were hard pressed to en-
visage how the former smaller, 
low level bridge managed to cope 
with that amount of vehicles.  
 

Our walk then took us under the 
bridge where we enjoyed the art-
work of a number of local indige-
nous artists for here we found a 
beautiful mural painted on a re-
taining wall together with a num-
ber of totems, all of which were 
relevant to the indigenous history 
of this area.  
 

With the day being beautiful and 
sunny we took the opportunity to 
sit outside on the deck of a nearby 
riverside cafe where we enjoyed a 
lovely cuppa watching the river 

traffic float by. It was a lovely 
way to finish our walk.  
 

Our stay in Berri may have been 
of short duration but this was 
mostly due to the fact that we 
had already been through this 
area on previous trips but prior to 
leaving we headed up the hill 
above the township where we 
found the Water Tower Lookout. 
This ‘out of service’ tower is 
now an advantage point from 
which to obtain great views out 
over the town of Berri and the 
surrounding area. Well worth the 
climb, we enjoyed the vista 
whole-heartedly.  
 

Back on the road shortly after, 
we departed Berri and while we 
were actually heading east we 
decided to take a bit of a detour 
and headed for Barmera, a town-
ship located on the shores of 
Lake Bonney, the waters of 
which flow from the Murray 
River.  
 

Barmera’s main street has a 
lovely park running down the 
middle of the divided roadway at 
the bottom of which, and just 
opposite the waterfront, is a 
magnificent memorial dedicated 
to those who served Australia 
proudly in post World War II con-
flicts including Vietnam. Consist-
ing of glass panels which have 
been beautifully etched with com-

bat scenes, we couldn’t help but 
stand in awe of the amazing art-
work.  

 

From all indications this lovely 
township is a very popular loca-
tion for those interested in aquatic 
activities for the lake provides a 
safe swimming and sailing loca-
tion. Here too we saw numerous 
houseboats similar to those we 
saw at Berri. Bathed in sunshine, 
the small but pretty township was 
surrounded by what appears to be 
the ever present vineyards and 
orchards.  
 

Within the town we had hoped to 
visit the Country Music Hall of 
Fame which celebrates South 
Australian country music and the 
nearby 35 metre long guitar 
around which can be found the 
hand prints of many renowned 
country music celebrities but such 
was not to be for our visit to Bar-
mera occurred on a Tuesday and 
guess what day of the week this 
renowned facility is closed. 
Yes.... Tuesdays. It is within Bar-
mera and a number of nearby 
townships that the South Austra-
lian Country Music Festival is 
held in June each year.  
 

By lunch time we had left Bar-
mera and, heading east, it wasn’t 
long and we had arrived in Ren-
mark which is renowned for the 
fact that it was here that the first 
irrigation settlement in Australia 
was undertaken on the property 
known as ‘Olivewood’. This was 
the beginning of the irrigation 
system that was to transform the 
entire Riverland District into the 
amazing food producing area that Mural Under The Bridge at Berri  

Post World War II War Memorial 
at Barmera  
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it has become. The original 
‘Olivewood’ is now a National 
Trust listed building which houses 
memorabilia and relics from the 
heydays of this important part of 
the Riverland districts past.  
 

As we arrived in the town centre 
we found a very wide, divided 
main street with a large park up 
the centre of the road which pro-
vided a lovely haven in the middle 
of all these commercial endeav-
ours. We opted though to head 
down to the edge of the river 
along which Renmark is situated.  
 

The Murray River is the backdrop 
for a very pretty waterfront park 
which extends for some distance 
along the river bank at the end of 
the main street. Here we wandered 
enjoying the sights and sounds of 
Renmark which included the PS 
Industry, one of the last paddle 
steamers still operating on a regu-
lar basis on the river, providing a 
variety of cruises to the public.  
 

Nearby is the Argo Barge which is 
the largest barge to have operated 
on the Murray River. It was basi-
cally a floating workshop with a 
purpose built shelter running the 
full length of it in which is housed 
pumps, boiler and workshops and 
living quarters. Currently though, 
it sits forlornly tied to the river-
bank in a state of what appears to 
be unused and unloved.  
 

As we walked along the river 
bank we met a group of young 
people attempting to play cricket 
with a very thin stick. Some actu-
ally managed to hit the ball but 
most were having trouble with 

such a small ‘bat’ so Bruce, be-
ing Bruce, decided to ‘show 
them how’. Up he fronts and 
with ‘bat’ in 
hand proceeded 
to miss every 
ball bowled at 
him. So much 
for ‘showing 
them how’. He’s 
definitely not 
‘The Don’.  
 

With a deadline 
to meet up with 
Bruce’s nephew 
and his wife in 
Mildura come 
tomorrow, our time in Renmark 
was limited and so it was that at 
3pm we found ourselves back on 
the road and heading for Paringa 
which lies a short distance east 
of Renmark. It was here that we 
crossed Australia’s oldest surviv-
ing suspension bridge. Painted 
bright reddish brown, it spans the 
Murray River and as you approach 
the bridge it looks very narrow 
especially when you consider we 
are towing a van or a truck is at-
tempting to cross.  
 

Approximately fifteen minutes 
up the road we passed the Fruit 
Fly Quarantine Station which we 
definitely could not miss consid-
ering the site is marked by one 
heck of a big tyre! With such a 

huge agricultural industry located 
within the Riverland district, 
much of which is vineyards or 
orchards, it is no wonder that re-
strictions apply with regard to the 
movement of fruits, vegetables 
and plants into this area.  
 

At 3.25pm we passed another 
milestone in our journey for it 
was at this time that we crossed 
the border between South Austra-
lia and Victoria: such crossing 
highlighting the fact that this is 
the fifth state in which we have 

travelled since leaving home.  
 

Continuing our journey on the 
Sturt Highway, travelling east 
through vast grain and grazing 
areas interspersed with mallee 
scrub, we passed through Lake 
Cullulleraine where there were 
only a couple of houses and two 
caravan parks. It was near here 
that we made another stop at a 
roadside stall to pick up some 
more fresh oranges.  
 

We arrived in Mildura at 5.30pm 
where we were soon set up in the 
Apex Caravan Park on the edge 
of the Murray River, the same 
caravan park in which we had 
stayed for the National Muster of 
the Australian Caravan Club back 
in 2009 but come the next morn-
ing Diane couldn’t resist taking 
an early morning walk along the 
riverbank where she enjoyed 
watching the sun rise over the 
Murray as a gentle mist rose from 
the top of the water. Peaceful, 
tranquil and awe-inspiring , she 
was soon sitting on a log by the 

PS Industry near the riverfront 
park  

‘The Master’ in action Cricket 
Renmark style  

Murray River Sunrise—just beautiful! 
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time we have filled each and 
every moment with unbelievable 
adventures in some truly amaz-
ing places. The resulting memo-
ries will last a lifetime.  
 

Onward we travelled with an-
other stop to pick up some more 
mandarins at a roadside stall near 
Gol Gol – by now the Patrol is 
starting to take on a definite or-
ange glow! We travelled through 
a number of small hamlets Eus-

water’s edge feeling as though she 
was without a care in the world. A 
magical way to start the day in-
deed!  
 

With only an overnight stop in 
Mildura, we made the most of the 
time for at 8am we were seated in 
the Mildura Working Man’s Club 
where we met Bruce’s nephew 
and his wife (Colin and Donna) 
for breakfast. It was so special to 
spend time with them and we can 
definitely vouch for the fact that 
this is definitely the place to go 
for breakfast! Unbelievable! Big-
gest brekkie omelettes we have 
ever seen - but delicious.  
 

Prior to departing Mildura at 
10.30am we refuelled the Patrol 
($1.46 per litre) and a short time 
later we were once again back in 
home territory. Well maybe not 
‘home’ but we were back in our 
home state of New South Wales 
after being away for just on 18 
months. We seem to continually 
shake our heads at the fact that 
even though it has been this long a 
period of time, it has gone in the 
blink of an eye while at the same 

ton where the landscape was flat 
and covered in mallee type scrub. 
We headed for Balranald, and 
decided to stop in the caravan 
park on the edge of the Murrum-
bidgee River. It was hard sitting 
on the riverbank watching it me-
ander along its merry way with 
just the sound of the water and 
the birds overhead for company. 
Just wonderful! Now for home! 
 

ooOOoo 

The mighty Murrumbidgee 
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Election of Directors to the Board of  the Australian Caravan Club Ltd. 
(ACN 121 300 856) 

2012 
 

I have been appointed Returning Officer for the election of Directors to the Board of the Australian Caravan 
Club Ltd. 
 

In accordance with the club’s Constitution there are two Board positions to be elected this year (2012). The 
current incumbents are: Mr. Thomas Smith (Chair) and Mr. Craig Humphrey (Position No.—DP1). 
 

Nominations are invited from eligible members (Financial Ordinary Member or Honorary Life Member) for 
the above positions. 
 

For a nomination to be valid it must be made in writing and signed by at least two financial members entitled 
to vote at a general meeting, and be accompanied by a written statement from the nominee confirming their 
acceptance of the nomination. A nomination form is included below. 
 

Nominations MUST include: 
♦ Name 
♦ Postal Address 
♦ ACC Membership Number 
♦ Signature of the nominee and all nominators 
♦ Statement of acceptance by the nominee 
♦ A brief (up to 100 words) CV or resume, accompanied by a recent photograph of the 

nominee, which will be inserted with ballot papers. 
 

Nominations, acceptance and statements must be lodged by mail or hand delivered to the Returning Officer no 
later than 12 noon on Friday, 27th July, 2012. Nominations received after this date will not be accepted unless 
clearly postmarked not less than one day prior to the closing date. 
 

Nominations together with acceptance and other information must be sent to: 
The Returning Officer 
75 Green Street 
Bathurst, NSW 2795 

 

Should a ballot be necessary, a postal ballot shall be conducted. Please contact me by mail to the above ad-
dress or email to b.konemann@tpg.com.au should you have any questions related to the conduct of the elec-
tion. 

Barry Konemann 
Returning Officer 

Nomination Form 
As eligible members of the Australian Caravan Club Limited we hereby nominate: 
 
_______________________________________ for the position of: ___________________ in the Company. 
  (Name of Nominee)       (Position No.) 
 
 

Nominator 1: Member Number: _____________           Nominator 2: Member Number: _______________ 
 
Name:__________________________________                  Name: __________________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________           Signature: ________________________________ 
 
Statement of Acceptance 
 
I, _____________________________________Member Number:_____________being a financial member 

(Name of Nominee) 

of the Australian Caravan Club Limited, accept nomination for the position of ________________________ 
in the Company. 
 

Signed : ____________________________________________ Date: _____/ _____ / __________ 
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Queensland as a travel destina-
tion because of its diverse natural 
beauty. Green Nomads provides 
travellers with an opportunity to 
help preserve these experiences 
so they are there for their next 
visit and for the next generation” 
said Richard. 
 

With many Natural Resource 
Management community groups 
struggling to tackle larger con-
servation projects because of 
limited volunteer numbers the 
Green Nomads program is an 
important link to helping these 
groups undertake conservation 
works in their local communities. 
 

 “Through the Green Nomads 
program, Grey Nomads have the 
opportunity to become an impor-
tant part of the communities they 
travel through and also say thank 
you for providing such beautiful 
places to visit” said Richard. 
 

More information can be found  

on the Green Nomads web site: 
 

www.greennomads.com.au 
 

Richard has also offered free 
membership in the Green No-
mads program, for Australian 
Caravan Club members. ACC 
members are encouraged to take 
up this offer. 
 

ooOOoo 

Nomads are no longer 
Grey—they are 

Green! 
Australia’s Grey Nomads are 
leading the charge in social volun-
teering by ditching their ‘grey’ tag 
and going GREEN instead.  
 

An initiative of Queensland Water 
and Land Carers (QWaLC), a not-
for-profit peak body representing 
community NRM volunteers in 
Queensland, Green Nomads is an 
innovative program linking travel-
lers with environmental volunteer-
ing opportunities throughout 
Queensland. 
 

“Being a Green Nomad is about 
having fun, meeting new friends, 
learning new skills and sharing 
your skills with the communities 
that you travel through” said Rich-
ard Murphy, CEO of QWaLC.  
“Many Grey Nomads choose 

At the 2011 National Muster in 
Bingera, NSW. A group of single 
travellers decided it was time to 
have our own group, under the 
ACC Umbrella. 
 

The aim of the group is to have 
someone to travel with instead of 
traveling alone, or to meet for a 
cuppa, wherever they happen to 
be, either on the road or at their 
home. To have our own free 
camping sites. We already have 
two and am sure there will be 
more as we get bigger. There is 
also the opportunity for help, if 
we need assistance on our travels. 
 

We are aiming to have a tagalong 
to National Muster in October 
and would like to see as many 
single travellers there as possible. 
 

So all you single travellers, join 
up to Lone trekkers and join in 
the fun. As you are members of 
the Australian Caravan Club, 
there are no joining fees.  
 

All you have to do is go to Lone 
Trekkers ACC website and press 
the join button. If you do not have 
web access you can con-
tact Yvonne on 0409369834 or 
Bernard on 0408019450 for de-
tails. 
 

Bernie Barnwell 
LBA 7800 Locked Bag 25, GOS-
FORD, NSW, 2250 
 

ooOOoo 

Single Travellers 
 

(Bernie Barnwell N00279) 

Did you know that Bernie is mi-
gratory? He spends his Summers 
in Tassie, and migrates over to 
the northern island for Winter! 

Ed. 
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Have You Been To? 
 

Many of us out there in ACC-land have been to some interesting and unusual places. While we usually share 
the details of such places with our friends, we are at times reluctant to put pen to paper and write a full blown 
story. The next page or so is intended for you non-story writers! Send us just one page (including piccies) de-
scribing a place that you think would be worth a visit.  

The Mornington Peninsula with 
its glorious beaches, stunning 
views and charming seaside vil-
lages is a lovely place to spend 
some time relaxing and sightsee-
ing. 
 

In easy reach of the Tasmanian 
Ferry Terminal, major interstate 
highways and only an hour from 
Melbourne, the Mornington Gar-
dens Holiday Village makes a 
great base for touring this interest-
ing region. 
 

With boutique wineries, galleries 
and craft shops in easy reach and 
cosmopolitan dining just minutes 
away, Mornington has much to 
offer the traveller. 
 

Many wineries have fine restau-
rants and tasting rooms where you 
can sample the Peninsula’s ele-
gant varietal wines. 
 

For a really great day out, you can 
cross Port Phillip on the ferry 
from Sorrento to Queenscliff and 
if you are lucky you just might see 
dolphins at play. Early morning 
trips have discounted fares and 
you could even leave your vehicle 
in the car park and spend a day 
exploring the shops and interest-
ing historical buildings of 
Queenscliff on foot. 
 

The book in phone number is in 
the advertisement on page 21. 

ooOOoo 

Cutta Cutta Caves Nature Park is 
accessed from the Stuart Hwy 
about 30km south of Katherine in 
t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y .  
“Spectacular features such as 
Karst formations and complex 
cave networks are a feature of the 
Park.  Tower-like masses of Tin-
dal limestone with some support-
ing large boulders and various 
surface depressions are other fea-
tures of this landscape.”  They are 
the only limestone caves accessi-
ble to the public in the sub-tropics. 
 

The Cutta Cutta cave is a series of 
limestone caverns connected by 
narrow passages.  It is basically a 
dry cave, with just a few wet 
spots.  The name Cutta Cutta 
means “twinkle, twinkle” in the 
local Jawoyn language.  The 
“twinkles” in the cave are caused 
by small crystals, about as big as a 
grain of sugar. 
 

At one point we had to squeeze 
through a really narrow passage - 

so narrow that it brushed my hair 
on both sides as I walked 
through.  It was also quite high 
in places, which made for very 
impressive formations.  One 
thing that was rather different 
about this cave was that it had 
some resident brown tree snakes.  
Strangely enough although called 
“brown” they were almost white 
with red stripes round the body.   
 

The caves are open daily (except 
for Christmas Day) unless they 
are closed due to flooding.  This 
occurs through the wet season 
(December to April).  Tours of 
the caves leave on the hour from 
nine until three.  As well as the 
tour through the caves there is 

also a twenty minute woodland 
walk (625 metres).   
There is ample parking for cara-
vans, and a visit here makes a 
nice break in your journey.  

ooOOoo 

Cutta Cutta Caves 
 

(Ron & Jan Barham Q00029) 

The twinkling crystals of the Cutta Cutta Caves. 

One of the local residents. 

Relax on the Beauti-
ful Mornington  

Peninsula 



17 ACC Branch Directory 
 

 

Branch Name & State Secretary Email 
Family Firesiders 
QLD 

Holly Humphrey 
0412 211 260 

accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 

Gippsland Gypsies 
VIC 

Neil Kolmorgen 
03 9707 3808 

gippslandgypsies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Gold Coast Gadabouts 
QLD 

Lynda Richards 
07 5535 5269 

goldcoastgadabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
  

Golden Westerners 
NSW 

Lyn Richens 
02 4956 6338 

goldenwesterners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Hunter Ramblers 
NSW 

Diane Archer hunterramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Moreton Bay Drifters 
QLD 

Bevan Wittwer 
07 5494 9252 

moretonbaydrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Cross Overlanders 
SA 

Geoff Chatfield 
08 8265 1727 

southerncrossoverlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Highlanders 
NSW 

Myra Males 
02 4684 2139 

southernhighlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Nomads 
VIC 

Geoff Halson 
03 9758 5382 

southernnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sunshine Nomads 
QLD 

Jim Henwood 
07 5341 6094 

sunshinenomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Swan River Rovers 
WA 

Maria Minchin 
08 9332 6190 

swanriverrovers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sundowners 
SA 

Rolly Hill 
08 8556 2273 

sundowners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sydney City Slickers 
NSW 

Joy Lewis 
02 9982 7845 

sydneycityslickers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
QLD 

Jenny Rehren widebayburnettnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Country Cruisers 
QLD 

Dawn Nutley 
07 54263621 

countrycruisers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Bayside Wanderers 
VIC 

Geoff McLean 
0419 372 044 

baysidewanderers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Northern Bushwhackers 
NSW 

Sue Fletcher 
02 6733 2003 

northernbushwhackers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Border Hoppers 
NSW/VIC 

Bill Taylor 
02 6926 2274 

borderhoppers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Murray River Ramblers 
NSW 

Roz McMillan 
03 5873 2500 

murrayriverramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

 By a fortunate coincidence a few members recently found themselves sharing the same park at Mt.Isa - 
L to R—Graham & Gloria Tree, Brian & Robyn Ward, Talbot the Koala, Jane & John Hambly. 
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The heat required is extracted 
from the space to be refrigerated. 
The hydrogen is enriched with 
ammonia and drops to the bot-
tom of the absorber, where the 
ammonia is once again absorbed 
by the water and recycled into 
the boiler. 
 

Ventilation of a Dometic Re-
frigerator 
 

THE COOLING UNIT NEEDS 
AIR! 
 

The cooling unit on the back of 
the refrigerator produces warm 
air that must be vented to the at-
mosphere. If this warm air is un-
able to escape, cooling perform-
ance is impaired. 

 

In particular, two 
parts on the back 
of the cooling 
unit must be ex-
posed to outside 
air and thus 
cooled; the con-
denser and the 
absorber. 
 

The refrigerator 
must be flued 
 

All refrigerators 
must be fitted 
with an external 
flue to ensure that 
exhaust fumes 
and heat gener-
ated during opera-
tion are vented to 
the outside of the 
vehicle. 
 
 

To ensure that the 
refrigerator is cor-
rectly vented and 

flued, air vents must be mounted 
in the wall of the vehicle; 
 

The bottom edge of the upper 
vent should be located in line 
with the top of the refrigerator 
casing; 
 

The lower air vent should be lo-
cated at the very bottom of the 
recess into which the refrigerator 
is to be placed; 
 

As an additional source of venti-
lation a lower vent opening can 
be placed in the floor of the vehi-
cle beneath the cooling unit.  
A suitable protective grill cover 
must be utilised in order to keep 
out water and road debris.  
 

ooOOoo 

Albert Einstein called it 'brilliant'. 
The revolutionary concept of ab-
sorption cooling was first discov-
ered by Electrolux engineers in 
the 1920's and is now used by 
caravanners the world over, pro-
viding 3 way, environmentally 
friendly silent refrigeration. 
 

As shown by the diagram, the unit 
consists of four main parts - the 
boiler, condenser, evaporator and 
absorber. The unit charge consists 
of a quantity of ammonia, water 
and hydrogen. 

The system works using a solution 
of ammonia in water which is 
pumped from the boiler into the 
absorber. In the boiler the ammo-
nia is forced out of the solution, 
which is returned to the absorber. 
The vapour is cooled in the con-
denser into a fluid, which runs off 
into the low temperature evapora-
tor, where, it evaporates into a 
weak ammonia hydrogen atmos-
phere 

The Three Way  
Absorption System 

 

(With the kind permission of Dometic Australia) 

Suburban Magne-
sium Anode Rod 
(Part# 232767)  

 

Anode Protection 
 

The sacrificial magnesium anode 
equalises aggressive water action 
providing cathodic protection for 
the tank. The anode rod is a very 
important factor in tank life and 
should only be removed for in-
spection or draining. Replace-
ment of the anode rod is recom-
mended when consumption or 
weight loss is greater than 75%. 
With regular inspection and re-
placement of the anode rod, tank 
life can be greatly extended. Fre-
quency of anode replacement will 
vary depending on the water con-
ditions and usage. Operating the 
water heater without the anode 
voids the manufacturers limited 
warranty and shortens the tank 
life of the water heater. 
 

Anode Rod Location 
 

The anode rod can be located by 
opening the water heater’s exte-
rior access door. It is positioned 
in the bottom centre of the water 
heater control housing. 
 

Anode Rod Removal. 
 

1. Turn off the power to the water 
pump 

2. Turn off the gas supply and 
electrical power to the wa-
ter heater 

3. Be sure the water is cool before 
attempting to remove anode 
rod. To remove anode rod, 
rotate counter clockwise  
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 using 1-1/16” diameter 
socket wrench. It  may re-
quire a lot of force to loosen 
anode rod, especially if the 
anode has not been removed 
for an extended amount of 
time. Be sure to stand clear 
when the rod exits the drain 
hole to avoid water splash 

4. Drain water heater and flush 
sediments from the bottom 
of the tank. 

  

Installing New Anode Rod 
  

1. Wrap threads clockwise with 
Teflon thread sealant tape of 
sealing compound that is 
approved for potable water. 

2. Insert new anode rod in drain 
opening and rotate clock-
wise to tighten 

3. Turn on water supply to refill 
tank with water. Check 
around threads at the anode 
rod for water leaks. To cor-
rect a leak, tighten anode. 

4. Turn on gas supply and electri-
cal power. 

 

ooOOoo 
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All Directors and the Assistant 
Secretary were present for the bi- 
annual Face to Face meeting held 
on the Sunshine Coast on the 
weekend of 17-19 March 2012. 
The following is the report to the 
members on the outcomes of the 
discussions:- 
  

Branch Committees 
The Board discussed the need to 
constantly review the options for 
establishing additional branches 
and agreed to establish a Board 
sub committee to overview the 
need for new branch establish-
ment. Brian Ward will chair the 
committee and seek a membership 
from each state.  
 

Marketing   
The Board discussed the need for 
enhanced Marketing of the Club 
and agreed that Deborah Cohen  
act as National Marketing Co-
ordinator and Jenny Beausang act 
as Deputy Marketing Coordina-
tor.   
 

Recent co–ordination of the Cara-
van shows in Western Australia 
and Sydney – with the respective 
branches and the development of a 
marketing pack to support the 
shows has been an early success 
of this arrangement. 
 

Future fund  
The Board discussed current ACC 
finances and the need to ensure 
that within the 3 years member-
ships that funding is available for 
2nd and 3rd years ACC activities. 
 

The Board agreed that the ACC 
quarantine $10 000 for advanced 
payments for use as ‘Future Fund’ 
supporting membership activities.   
 

Insurance Options  
The Board discussed options for 
membership to access an optional 
ACC Insurance Scheme.  
The Board agreed that the Chair to 
discuss options for a ACC Insur-
ance Scheme. Work in progress 

from Face to Face meeting when 
Chairman is in SA during Au-
gust.   
 

Queensland Outdoor Recrea-
tion Federation (QORF).   
The Board discussed the options 
for continued membership of 
QORF and agreed that ACC re-
join QORF for 2012 with Brian 
Ward to be nominated as repre-
sentative.    
Club Shop 
The Board discussed the excel-
lent outcomes achieved for club 
shop by convenors – Cec and Di 
Caterer.    
The Board also confirmed a club 
shop convenor duty statement.  
The Board has agreed to pur-
chase club spray jackets and 
agreed to check costing of alter-
native polo shirt in green and 
gold.   
 

Meeting with Branch Secretar-
ies/Presidents 
The Board met with representa-
tives of SEQ branches including 
– B. Beausang, Family Firesid-
ers; C & D Caterer, Sunshine 
Nomads; N. Prideaux, Sunshine 
Nomads; C. Strybis, Moreton 
Bay; B. Whitton, Moreton Bay; 
Y. Whitton, Moreton Bay. 
 General Discussion on issues – 
Insurance options, club shop, 
Qld Show – noted that Noel 
Hawes to coordinate if ACC at-
tending. 
 Publicity update  
Lionel Mussell ACC Publicity 
Officer provided update through 
Skype link included in report 
were   
• 3 recent articles in national 
magazines – Caravan and Mo-
torhome and Caravan World 
• New branch possible – 
Finley – Media release to be pre-
pared. 
• Border Hoppers – excellent 
success – agreed $100 to be for-

warded to Border Hoppers as 
contribution to new branch for-
mation (Moved RT, seconded 
CH. Carried) 
Lakeview Caravan Park ready to 
establish new branch. 
Policy Sub committee 
Graeme Tree provided an update 
to the Board through Skype link 
on development of the policy 
documentation. The Board 
thanked him for the exhaustive 
work on the resting vs camping 
document.  
National Muster Mallacoota 
October 2012 
Derek Hale, team leader for the 
National Muster provided an up-
date through Skype link on the 
organisation of the National Mus-
ter. A draft program was pre-
sented and comment provided by 
the Board. 
 Motouring update 
Chair provided update on 
MoTouring.  The Board has 
agreed to provide financial sup-
port to MoTouring for 2012 total-
ling $800. 
Meeting with NSW Minister for 
Tourism 
The Board discussed the forth-
coming meeting with NSW Min-
ister and ACC Chairman.   
(Note this meeting was cancelled 
by the Minister’s staff member.) 
Caravan Show Attendance  
The Board discussed the opera-
tions of the Caravan Shows with 
comment over the Western Aus-
tralian show including concern 
over position of stand and effec-
tive marketing material. 
The Rose Hill Super Show in 
Sydney has been confirmed with 
roster finalised.  
For attendance at the Brisbane 
Caravan and Camping Show the 
Board will follow up with the 
CIAQ. The Board also discussed 
options  

Cont. page 22 

Face to Face Board 
Meeting, March 2012. 

 

(Craig Humphrey, ACC Secretary) 
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Gidday  
 

Spent an enjoyable week at 
Standown Park (SP) second week 
of APR 12! 
 

Around 1700 HR one afternoon, 
when enjoying a convivial Happy 
Hour, in rocked a tandem van 
which had just been driven down 
from Cairns. 
 

As Rod, SD Park owner, was di-
recting the van into it's position he 
noticed the front LHS caravan 
wheel / leaf  spr ings  act ing 
strangely! 

Closer inspection revealed the five 
leaf springs had all split/cracked 
completely through and the re-
maining portions dangling very 
dangerously with no support 
whatsoever! The top two leaves 
had split some time ago, with the 
remaining three splitting on the 
road, somewhere between SD 
Park and Cairns? 

Could have been a nasty accident, 
the owner had no idea where/
when the breaks occurred. 
 

Check your leaf springs on a regu-
lar basis, especially if the van is 
getting on in road miles! 
 

ooOOoo 

Hi gadabouts and all who are 
interested in our branch. 
 

We have finally done it!!! 
Started a newsletter it has been a 
long time coming! 
 

To make it easier for all the 
gadabout committee we have our 
own e-mail address: 
 

gcgadabouts@hotmail.com 
 

We have chosen a hotmail ad-
dress for a number of reasons the 
main ones being we can transfer 
it easily if our secretary is away, 
and when our committee changes 
it is easier for everyone to keep 
in contact with us. 
 

I have heard we are called the 
party people, we hope we can 
stand up to that reputation. I 
really don’t think we are any dif-
ferent from any other group, we 
enjoy good company, good food, 
having a good time and a couple 
of drinks at happy hour and 
maybe a few more around the 
fire. 
 

We try to be diverse in our mus-
ters, some bush camps, tag 
alongs, and caravan parks. 
 

Our next muster is a tag along in 
the Ipswich area from the 12th of 
June to the 18th. Our first stop 
will be Rosevale- unpowered but 
showers and toilets are available 
in the hotel. 
 

Next is Marburg showgrounds 
$15 per night; 
 

Followed by Boonah show 
grounds $17 per night. 
 

Many activities have been 
planned, bare foot bowls, a trip 
to the railway museum and a 
trivia night. If you are interested 
please e-mail us. 
 

This will be followed by; 
July 12 – 16 Kenilworth Show 
grounds Christmas in July 

August 30 – September 4th Mt 
Warning 
 

October 11 – 16 Leslie Dam 
 

November 23 – 29 Brunswick 
Heads Christmas muster 
 

If any members would like some-
thing put in our next newsletter 
please contact me. 
 

Looking forward to seeing old 
friends and meeting new ones at 
the next muster. 
 

ooOOoo 

Check Your Leaf 
Springs! 

(Bernie McGurgan Q) 

A Special Note for 
the Gold Coast  

Gadabouts Members 
 

(Lynda Richards) 

From. Page 20 
for attendance at Regional 
Shows.  Deborah Cohen to inves-
tigate and recommend attendance 
possibilities. 
Agreed this point ACC attend 3 
major shows per year and support 
attendance at regional shows 
(TBC).  Identification of regional 
show options should consider and 
identify the Branch to support 
show.   
 Website 
Discussed forthcoming enhance-
ments including online payments 
through Paypal; pre-fillable 
forms. The Board Agreed to in-
vestigate options for e-newsletter 
through website  
 Chairman’s Muster  
The Board agreed that Chairman 
to host members at date and place 
to be confirmed. (Note now con-
firmed for July 6-8/ 7/2012 in 
Barcaldine, Qld) 
 State Muster Proposals  
The Board noted that 2 state-
musters are proposed as follows 
NSW Nowra 1/2/13 and Qld – 
Lawnton 2/9/12. 
Technical Advisory Group 
(TAG)  
The Board reviewed the terms of 
reference for TAG. Noted the 
membership of Col Roberts 
(Chair), Tom Olthoff, Neil 
Prideaux, George Karsia, John 
Corrall. 

ooOOoo 



23 



24 

The ACC Sydney City Slickers 
are combining their AGM & 
Xmas Party with a NSW State 
Muster as a trial run for the 
2013 ACC National Muster. 
 

ACC Sydney City Slickers 
Members: 
Mon 26, Tues 27, Wed 28 & Thu 
29 Nov 2012   &   Mon 3, Tue 4, 
Wed 5 Dec 2012. 
 

The days prior to/after the State 
Muster have been allocated to the 
organisation of events & activities 
for the 2013 ACC National Mus-
ter. If you can lend a helping hand 
please arrive before the State 
Muster and the organising com-
mittee will allocate specific jobs 
to those who can assist. 
 

Other ACC Members: 
NSW State Muster will be held 
over the 3 day weekend - Fri 30 
Nov, Sat 1 & Sun 2 Dec 2012 
You are welcome to come before 
or stay after the State Muster. 
 

SITES 
An area has been allocated at 

Nowra Showgrounds for ACC 
members (See map) 
Sites are unallocated so pick a 

spot when you arrive 
Water:  All sites will have access 

to water but vans will be required 
to fill their tanks as required as 
there are limited taps. Extension 
hoses will be available. 
Power: All sites will need to plug 

into power. Please ensure you 
have a long power lead. 

 

AMENITIES 
There is an amenities block with 
limited showers/toilets. (See map) 
If you have your own ensuite it 
would be appreciated if you could 
use it for the duration of the Mus-
ter and allow those members who 
aren't self contained to use the 
venue's facilities. 

 

FACILITIES 
There are several buildings at-
Nowra Showgrounds.  

The Amenities Block will be 
available to ACC members from 
Mon 26 Nov to Wed 5 Dec 
 

The Pavilion has been booked 
for  Sat 1 Dec 
 

 All other buildings are "out of 
bounds" 

 

PETS 
Pets are allowed under the fol-
lowing conditions: 
* All pets must be restrained on a 
short leash or in a cage in the 
designated camping area 
 

* Owners must clean up after 
pets. 
 

* Pets must not be a nuisance to 
any other guests 
 

* Dog owners agree to take full 
responsibility for any personal 
injury or damage caused by their 
dog whilst within the confines of 
the Showgrounds and agree to 
pay for any claims of compensa-
tion in relation to the dog's ac-
tivities 
 

* No pets are allowed to be pre-
sent in areas where food is pre-
pared or served 
 

MEALS 
See muster program for organ-
ised meals 
 

SECRET SANTA 
Every member is to bring a 
wrapped gift to the value of $10 
Please buy a gift for someone of 
your sex 
 

Secret Santa pressies will be dis-
tributed by our own Santa at the 
Christmas dinner. 
 

BOOKINGS 
Registration Fees must be paid 
in advance  
 

Please complete Registration 
Form 
 

If you book for certain dates 
and wish to stay longer this can 
be arranged at the Venue.  

 

MUSTER PROGRAM 
 

Mon 26 Nov—No activities - 
planning for 2013 ACC National 
Muster 
Tues 27 Nov—No activities -  

planning for 2013 ACC National 
Muster 
Wed 28 Nov—No activities - 
planning for 2013 ACC National 
Muster 
Thu 29 Nov—No activities - 
planning for 2013 ACC National 
Muster 
Fri 30 Nov—No activities - plan-
ning for 2013 ACC National 
Muster 
4.00pm—Happy Hour 
6.30pm—Communal BBQ 
BYO everything + BBQ / grill-
Venue: BBQ area (weather per-
mitting)  
Sat 1 Dec  9.00am—Communal 
breakfast—BYO everything 
Venue: under tarpaulins in front 
of the Committee Room 
11.00am—Barefoot bowls & 
lunch—Nowra Bowling & Rec-
reation Club, 40 Junction St 
Nowra Cost $17.00 per person 
4.00pm—Happy Hour 
5.00pm—Secret Santa arrives. 
6.30pm—Christmas Dinner. 
Cost $25.00 per adult $10.00 per 
child 5-16 yrs all food will be 
provided BYO drink,  c u t l e r y , 
crockery 
Venue:  The Pavilion, Nowra 
Showgrounds 
8.30pm—Bingo 
Sun 2 Dec—9.00am— Pancake 
breakfast 
Cost $5.00 per person all food 
will be provided BYO cutlery, 
crockery 
Venue: under tarpaulins in front 
of the Committee Room 
10.00am Optional Berry Markets 
3.00pm—ACC Sydney City 
Slickers AGM 
4.00pm Happy Hour 
6.30pm Communal dinner  
Bring a dish for communal buffet 
Venue: under tarpaulins in front 
of the Committee Room  

Mon 3 Dec 9.00am—Communal 
breakfast BYO everything.No 
activities - planning for 2013 
ACC National Muster 
Tues 4 Dec—No activities - plan-
ning for 2013 ACC National 
Muster. Ditto Wed 5 Dec. 
Please complete your registration 

form as soon as possible 

Sydney City Slickers 
NSW State Muster 

(Deb Cohen N00) 



Please complete your registration form as soon as possible 
PLANNING FOR 2013 ACC NATIONAL MUSTER 

Mon 26, Tues 27, Wed 28 & Thu 29 Nov 2012 
Mon 3, Tue 4, Wed 5 Dec 2012 

 

NSW STATE MUSTER 
ACC SYDNEY CITY SLICKERS AGM & XMAS PARTY 

Fri 30 Nov, Sat 1 & Sun 2 Dec 2012 
 

Venue: Nowra Showgrounds 
 

  Registration Form 
  

Name/s:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ACC Membership No:  __________ACC Branch (if applicable)__________________________ 
 
Car Make:  _______________________  Van Length:  _________________ 
 
Phone:  Mob:  _____________________    Home:  _____________________    
 
Email:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Please complete Registration Form and either;  
Post to Secretary, The Australian Caravan Club, P O Box 631 Patterson Lakes VIC 3197 
Fax to 1800 734 493 
Email secretary@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
PAYMENT METHOD 

By Cheque 
Post completed registration form and enclose your cheque payable to Australian Caravan Club 
 
By Credit Card 
Please complete credit card details below. 
 
Type of Card (Visa / MasterCard) _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name on Card ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Card Number _______________________________________ Security Number ____________ (Three digits on back) 
 
Expiry Date _________/__________   Signature ________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Direct Credit  
Bendigo Bank  
Account Name: Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
BSB: 633 108  Account No: 130 553 498 
Please indicate your ACC Membership number & NSW State muster in reference field) 
 

For more details please contact Muster Co-ordinator:   
Deborah Cohen 0419 491 809 Email:  marketing@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

 

  
Nights staying 
Please mark 

Mon 26 Nov   
Tue 27 Nov   
Wed 28 Nov   
Thu 29 Nov   
Fri 30 Nov   
Sat 1 Dec   
Sun 2 Dec   
Mon 3 Dec   
Tue 4 Dec   
Wed 5 Dec   
Total nights   

  
  
  

 

 

  Number Each Total 
Site Fees @ $22.00 p/night 2 adults/family   $22.00   
Site Fees @ $11.00 p/night 1 adult   $11.00   
Barefoot bowls + lunch @ $17.00 p/person   $17.00   
Christmas Dinner @ $25.00 p/adult   $25.00   
Christmas Dinner @ $10.00 p/child 5-16 yrs   $10.00   
Pancake Breakfast @ $5.00 p/person   $5.00   
  Total Fees   
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The ACC stand at the 2012 Perth 
Caravan and Camping Show held 
on the 15-19th of March, was co-
ordinated by Maria Minchin and 
manned for the entire period by 
volunteer members from the Swan 
River Rovers Branch.  At least 
four members were available at 
any given time throughout the 
show. 

Support provided by Debbie 
Cohen and Rob Tudor ensured 
that the booking arrangements 
were made and the necessary  

posters, banners and hand out 
literature were available to create 
a highly presentable stand and 
professionally presented hand 
out information. 

 

Application forms handed out at 
the show were marked in the 
“introduced by box” as “Perth 
Show. So far we have gained 4 
new members as a result of these 
endeavours and more will trickle 
in for some time to come. 
 

During the show a total of 520 
information flyers and applica-
tion forms were handed out, al-
most in every case, following our 
members having provided as 
much information as possible to 
the enquirer verbally. At the very 
least 520 WA couples are now 
aware of the ACC. 
 

Although the position of our 
stand left a lot to be desired, the 
exercise was well worthwhile 
and helped to spread the word 
that the ACC has lots to offer 
Western Australian RVers. 
 
A hearty “well done” to all of the 
Swan River Rovers from the 
ACC Board! 
 

ooOOoo 

 ACC at the Perth 
Caravan &  

Camping Show. 

Gill and Rob McCullough at a busy time. 

Bring on the crowd! (L to R) Tina 
and Syd Newman (SRR Pres.) and 
Maria Minchin (SRR Sec.) ready 

for action in Perth. 

Law of Mechanical Repair -
 After your hands become coated 
with grease, your nose will begin 
to itch and you'll have to pee.  
 

Law of Gravity - Any tool, nut, 
bolt, screw, when dropped, will 
roll to the least accessible corner, 
or be lost in the grass.  
 

Law of Probability - The prob-
ability of being watched is di-
rectly proportional to the stupid-
ity of your act. (From one who 
nearly always gets caught) 
 

Law of Random Numbers - If 
you dial a wrong number, you 
never get a busy signal; someone 
always answers.  
 

Variation Law - If you change 
lines (or traffic lanes), the one 
you were in will always move 
faster than the one you are in now 
(works every time and it's so 
much harder to get back if you 
are dragging your house).  
 

Law of the Bath - When the 
body is fully immersed in water 
the telephone rings. Also called 
the law of reversing - when you 
are, it does. 
 

Law of Close Encounters - The 
probability of meeting someone 
you know increases dramatically 
when you are with someone you 
don't want to be seen with.  
 

Law of the Result - When you 
try to prove to someone that a 
machine won't work, it will.  The 
associated law is that just when 
you have explained how wonder-
ful your latest gadget it, it fails 
dramatically. 
 

Law of Biomechanics - The se-
verity of the itch is inversely pro-
portional to the reach. 
 

Law of Distance - The shortest 
distance between two points is a 
straight line, unless it's between 
the wallet and the bar. 
 

ooOOoo 

The Laws of Life 
(Some are most applicable 

to Caravan Life) 
 

(David Reid Q00096) 
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Photography  
Competition 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not 
enter the ACC Photography Com-
petition and show off your master-
pieces to an appreciative audi-
ence! 
 

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and 
select “Join Group”. You only 
have to do this once. 
 

To post an image, go to the 
“Monthly Photo Competition” 
group, select the current Competi-
tion Album (e.g. January Compe-
tition” and simply post your im-
age. 

All members have the chance to 
vote for the picture they think is 
the best, by clicking on the “like” 
or “don't like” buttons that ap-
pear on each picture. At the end 
of the month the winner is the 
picture with the most “likes”.  
 

As well as the monthly competi-
tion, there is also a quarterly 
competition. 
 

The monthly winner gets to 
nominate the picture subject for 
the month after next (e.g. Janu-
ary’s winner nominates the sub-
ject for the March competition, 
and so on). Each month’s winner 
then goes into the quarterly com-
petition, with the overall winner 
receiving a BEST water Filter— 
kindly donated by Colin Hop-
good. Monthly winning entries 
will also be published in the No-
mad. 
 

Don’t be mistaken—this is no 
easy contest—just check out the  

entries received so far, the quality 
of some would rival the works of 
many professional photographers! 
There are some really talented 
people out there in ACC-land. 
 

Pictured are the winning entries 
for February, March, and April as 
nominated by you. (You did vote, 
didn’t you?) 
 

So go to it! Get clicking away 
and show us what you, and your 
trusty camera are capable of. 
Might even be a good idea to dig 
out the handbook that came with 
your camera to ensure that you 
are getting the best from the little 
beast. When I worked for a living 
w e  h a d  a n  a c r o n y m 
“RTFM” (Read the flaming’ 
manual!) You never know, you 
might learn a thing or two! 
 

(Tip: You can vote for your own-
photo’s—how cool is that!) 
 

ooOOoo 

What a Stunner! - Marg & Dave’s winning entry for February was this great shot at Lake Boondooma (Qld). 
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Winning entry for March—Geoff & Carol really caught the desolation of the Outback in this view near  
Stonehenge (Qld) 

“Bello” was the winner for April with his “Loading Dolomite, WA” Check out that coastline! 



Australian Caravan Club Limited 
ACN 121 300 856   *   PO Box 631 Patterson Lakes Vic 3197 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  Fee My Cost 

 An Ordinary Member ( 1 year )  $50.00  

 An Ordinary Member ( 3 years )  $140.00  

 An Associate Member $40.00  

 Include me in the ACCESS scheme $5.00  

 Application Fee $10.00 $10.00 

  Total to Pay  

I wish to apply for membership as -  

Note: Our constitution states that an ordinary member must own a qualifying unit, which is defined as a Recreational Vehicle ( RV )  which is any form of mo-
bile living accommodation that is, or can be, combined with a motor vehicle either as a towed combination or as a self-propelled unit which is designed to be 
used upon Australian roads. This includes, and is not limited to, caravans, motorhomes, campervans, camper trailers, slide-on units, 5th wheelers, etc. An 
associate member may be any person who is interested in caravanning or the caravanning lifestyle. 

Office Use Only 

Introduced By: 

APPLICANT Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………. Given Names:……………..…………………… 
                        Date of Birth:…………………..……………………………….Preferred Name:…………..…………………... 
PARTNER Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………...Given Names:………………..………………... 
     Date of Birth:……………………..……………………………..Preferred Name:…………..………………….. 

RESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS:………………………………...……………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………….…………………. State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
POSTAL ADDRESS:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………………….…………..State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
EMAIL ADDRESS:…………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 
TELEPHONE Home:………………………..…...Mobile:………..………………….….Other:……….………………………….. 

QUALIFYING UNIT  Type:…………………………………………………... Registration No.:……………………… 

      ( C aravan, Camper Trailer etc )  

Make:……………………………………………….Model:……………………………….. ..Length:……………………. 
I certify that by applying for membership of the Australian Caravan Club Limited I agree that: 
• If I am applying as an ordinary member I own ( solely or jointly )  a qualifying unit as detailed above and I shall advise management if I dispose of the unit. 

I will remove any club insignia from the unit prior to disposal. 
• I will act in a manner which is respectful of other members of the club and the community in general. 
• I will promote the best interests of the club and comply with the club constitution. 
• I am applying to join a club which is Limited by guarantee and therefore if the club is wound up I may be required to contribute $5.00 toward any club debts 

as required by law  and the club constitution. 
• My membership application shall not be approved until I have paid the application fee and membership fee above. 
         
   

SIGNED:……………………………………….. DATE:…………………….  
 Please DO NOT publish my details 
 In the on-line membership directory. 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
Cheque /Money Order                     Debit  my VISA                 Debit my MASTERCARD            Direct Credit            

Card Number:                                                                   CSC: 
Name on Card:……………………………………….……... Expires:……/…… 
Signature:……………………………………………………...…………………… 

Details for Direct Credit Payments: 
Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Name: Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
Account No. 130553498 
BSB No. 633 108 
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From the Branches 

Five vans met at the Berowra rest 
area for the start of the tag-along 
on Monday 20 February. Dave 
and Val, Rick and Joy, Chris and 
Ted, and Fran met newcomers Jan 
and Graeme and Gloria. Morning 
tea at Heatherbrae then we arrived 
at Seal Rocks just after lunch. 
Four days at Seal Rocks saw sev-
eral of the ladies trying their hard-
est to secure a starring role in the 
movie “Grandmothers” being 
filmed during our stay, but they 
were beaten to the lead role by 
Naomi Watts. Our stay included a 
visit to Sugarloaf Point lighthouse 
and several swims at Number One 
beach and Boat beach. 

Wildlife abounds as does the 
natural beauty. Oh the serenity! 
The road in was a little rough but 
was much improved courtesy of 
the local council, by the time we 
departed a few days later. Surf-
ing skills were very much re-
stored after all the recent practice 
and Big Kahuna Ted cracked 
some glorious waves. All agreed 
that this very natural setting is 
deserving of a return visit. We 
farewelled Fran and Jan at Dia-
mond Head. 

Sydney City Slickers 
Patonga Tagalong 

and Muster. 
(David Apps N00320) 

Dinner at Seal Rocks 

We then moved further north to 
Hat Head. Relaxation was high on 
the agenda at this (and most other) 
locations but we found plenty of 
time for swimming, walking, din-
ing, happy hours and a trip into 
South West Rocks and Arakoon. 
The fish life in Korogoro Creek 
made for superb snorkelling op-
portunities. 

Next stop was a little further south 
at Diamond Head camping area in 
Crowdy Bay National Park. This 
is a very special place.  

Number One Beach, Seal Rocks 

Visiting Wildlife at Diamond Head. 

Our next and final destination 
took us back towards home and 
at Patonga we met up with Mike 
and Deb, Bob and Carol, Colin 
and Helen, Keith and Veronica, 
and Peter and Lorrayne. We also 
welcomed newcomers Jacky and 
Rita and daughters Patricia, 
Sophia and Sharon. 

The big wet that we had avoided 
up til now, finally caught up with 
us on the way to Patonga and 
Friday and Saturday were quite 
damp. We enjoyed a pleasant 
meal at Patonga Hotel on Satur-
day night and Sunday dawned as 
a beautiful day. A ferry trip to 
and from Bobbin Head was en-
joyed by all. Several members 
lingered on for a few more days 
at Patonga. Everyone agreed it 
was a most enjoyable Muster, 
with as usual a great bunch of 
“Slickers”. 

ooOOoo 



32 

For  those who  were unable to 
join us at  our first muster of the 
year , I hope this report will let 
you know what took place and 
how we all enjoyed the area and 
the company of our members , 
plus that of our visitors. 
 

Our members are arriving earlier 
and earlier.  The first one to arrive 
are our wanderers, Janet and Peter 
Millar followed by yours truly. 
Tuesday was the start of the in-
flux. By Thursday we had only a 
few to arrive. 
 

Typical for this time of year, hot 
days maybe a shower or two and 
thankfully the nights were cool. 
 

With such numbers arriving early 
we then put into practice enjoying 
Happy Hour. Tuesdays happy 
hour incorporated , our new game,  
“Klop”.  This game is one that 
requires no skills as no matter 
how hard you try you are unable 
to perfect a technique. It has one 
o f  i t s  o w n  k n o w n  a s  
“unpredictable”.  It brings out 
some very funny expressions  but 
most of all it brings laughter. 
 

Progressing on, by the end of the 
week  all but a couple of people 
had arrived. Saturday the last of 
our lot would arrive.  We had a 
number of visitors this muster, 
Libby and Darryl, Terese , Kev. & 
Cheryl, Bo and Richard. Our other 
visitors, from the Country Cruis-
ers were Dawn and Ken Nutley 
( Secretary and President), Jane 
and Burt Mol, Joy and Allan 
Pritchard,  Lesley and Peter Patz-
wald, for a short visit and last but 
not least  Brian and Robin Ward. 
Brian is now on the ACC Board of 
Directors. 
 

Friday afternoon we had a large 
happy hour with everyone catch-
ing up with one another . This was 
followed by our Friday night  

meal. We had a sausage sizzle, 
hosted and cooked  by Leah and 
Aaron Travers and assisted by 
Terri and Len Parsons.  Food is 
always a handy tool to get people 
together and do two things at 
once, unite people and satisfy 
ones stomach.   
 

Saturday dawned nice and 
sunny. We all gathered together 
in the shade for our meeting plus 
morning tea. I commented to one 
of our group that “smoko’ was at 
9.30am.  The reply was “we  
don’t  smoke” I then explained 
the meaning of “smoko”.   I for-
got ,  not everyone uses that term 
for morning tea.  Anyway morn-
ing tea “smoko” melted into our 
meeting, first of the year. Many 
things were discussed and this 
year’s musters were set.   The 
conclusion of the mornings event 
is our group photo.   

 

Happy hour arrived, as it does, 
promptly at 4pm.  This was then 
followed by, as you guessed, our 
meal for the night. “Beach 
theme” was adopted by quite a 
few people. The  BBQ was used 
and the  variety of salads and 
desserts presented were wonder-
ful. If nothing else our ladies 
know how to make a meal,  not 

only healthy but enjoyable as 
well.  The salads yes,  des-
serts   ?????    
 

Our raffle was drawn between 
eating and the entertainment. 
Some were luckier than others. 
But, we all enjoy this event.  The 
prizes, all supplied by our mem-
bers, are well thought out.  Thank 
you to everyone for making the 
raffles  an important part of our 
musters. Thank you Cheryl B for 
ticket selling  and Cheryl R for 
your help running the draw. 
Nearly forgot, thanks Neil for do-
ing the prize running.  This was 
then followed by having a Kara-
oke !!!!!.   

To the ladies who sang, I applaud 
you.  I am not that game, as most 
of us weren’t.  Then Brian backed 
up and we had another evening 
singing along. Thanks  again  
Brian for being our Mr Music. 

 

Sunday  arrived as it usually does 
following Saturday . Nice and 
warm for us to enjoy our morning 
tea and have our Trivia session 
and another raffle. This raffle was 
run by Aaron Travers who, after 
approaching   Warburton Cara-
vans  Bundaberg for a prize was 
given an awning shade to the 

Wide Bay Burnett 
 Nomads, Yallakool 

Muster 

Dinner—”Food is always a 
handy tool to get people  

together” 

The “group” - and a happy looking bunch they are! 

Karaoke Time!! 
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value of $155.00.  This raffle was  
extremely  popular and was won 
by  Richard Petruk, a visitor to our 
muster. For both Richard and Bo 
this really made  their  weekend  a 
wonderful one. I know they will 
enjoy using this shade.  My many 
thanks go to Warburtons  for their 
generosity.  
 

Our Sunday events are not com-
plete unless we have our games.  
We usually play Bocce.    BUT   
“Klop” has become  very  popular.  
So “Klop” was played on two 
fields.  Bocce had a rest. 
 

As I said before,  it looks simple 
but it will test one and bring  tears 
and laughter .  After our afternoon 
of challenges we settled for a 
quiet happy hour.  Rain put an end 
to happy hour but as it was ap-
proaching dinner time we all went 
to prepare this meal.  Some took 
advantage of the camp kitchen for 
dinner. 
 

Monday.  Time to  pack up and  
return home. This started early 
and our farewells  started followed 
by the beginning  of the end of the 
first muster of 2012.    

ooOOoo 

Wednesday 3 vans arrived in 
time for lunch followed by a 4th 
who were lucky to be far enough 
away when the skies opened up 
and soaked the Esk Caravan 
Park. We were thankful that al-
though we had a fair share of 
thunder and lightning we didn’t 
get any hail. 
 

Esk is a lovely town with a beau-
tiful backdrop of Glenn Rock 
Mountain, and has bounced back 
since the 2011 January flood. 
 

Thursday was a quiet day, very 
hot and humid. We were thank-
ful for the cool clean park pool. 
Two vans arrived, one being Neil 
and Cheryl from Maryborough, 
Wide Bay Burnett Nomads, it’s 
always good to have their com-
pany. A few Country Cruisers 
are going to the WBBN muster 
at Yallacool (Bjelke-Petersen 
Dam) following our Esk muster.  
After dinner, we enjoyed a sing-
a-long with Brian on guitar with 
fellow camper Val adding her 
fine singing voice. 
 

Friday the park filled rapidly and 
by evening we had 21 vans com-
prising of 17 members, 4 visi-
tors. The evening meal was a 
cook your own affair and every-
one congregated in the large 
camp kitchen area to eat. It was 
good to catch up and a lot of 
talking and laughter was had by 
all. Cec and Di Caterer arrived 
with the ACC Shop and many 
members availed themselves of 

the Club merchandise. 
 

No need to stock up when visiting 
Esk as it has a good bakery, 
butcher, and grocery store and 
more shopping was a good pas-
time. 
 

Saturday, one more visitor ar-
rived and the pool was again put 
to good use. The Esk Markets 
although small were well at-
tended, while some members 
went all the way to Aldi, in Gat-
ton, only to find the goods they 
wanted had not arrived in store – 
on ya – Ken and James. At 3pm, 
we all gathered under the hot tin 
roof of the camp kitchen for our 
first meeting for this year, meet-
ings will only be held as consid-
ered necessary during the year.  
 

With the meeting over, it was a 
quick happy hour before 35 mem-

bers suitably attired went to din-
ner at the Club hotel. Most chose 
to walk the few minutes to the 
pub where we had earlier ar-
ranged a set menu of roast beef or 
barra with home cooked dessert 
of either apple pie or bread-and-
butter pudding, both of which  

“Beach” theme for Happy Hour. 

Country Cruisers Esk 
Muster 

(Dawn Nuttley) 

Wivenhoe Dam—Nice spot for a 
picnic. 

Cec & Di Caterer—custodians of 
the ACC Shop. 

Dinner at the Club Hotel 
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were served with ice cream AND 
cream – yum!  
 

Excellent value for money. We 
certainly were a rowdy group, but 
every one enjoyed the evening 
until just at the end of the meal, 
someone announced that a storm 
was fast approaching. Never be-
fore has a dining room cleared so 
fast. The walkers took off like 
rockets and increased their pace as 
the raindrops got heavier when 
they were almost back to camp. 
Thank goodness we are all rea-
sonably healthy but there were a 
few stiff muscles next day. Brian 
was good enough to bring out the 
guitar for a sing-a-long in the 
camp kitchen and successfully 
competed with the rain on the 
roof. Some of the young families 
visiting the park enjoyed the sing-
ing and joined in as they prepared 
their meals.  

Sunday some had to go home, oth-
ers went to markets at Fernvale, 
had an interesting visit but didn’t 
see many items they “just had to 
have”. We commandeered a large 
covered area at Logan’s Inlet, 
Wivenhoe Park, to enjoy our pic-
nic lunches with a great view 
across the Wivenhoe Dam.  
 

No sooner had we left to return to 
our vans, that we became aware of 
a bad storm to the west. We made 
it to camp before the heavens once 
again opened up around 3pm. 
Again, luckily we didn’t get any 
hail. 
 

Monday saw all of the remaining 
vans, except 5, return home. Allan 
and Ken made use of the quiet day 

to enjoy a round of golf in hot 
and humid conditions at the local 
golf course. 
 

With the exception of one after-
noon, the tropical storms kept the 
ground too soggy for any disc 
bowls, boules or finska, maybe at 
Allawah Scout Camp we will be 
able to enjoy them. 
 

Despite the weather it was a very 
successful muster with yet again 
3 of our first time visitors joining 
the branch and 1 transferring 
from another branch. We wel-
come Marg and Evan, Ken and 
Sharon, Pauline and Mark and 
Alan and Lillian. 

ooOOoo 

crab was caught , cooked and 
eaten by those lucky ones to be 
involved with the pot.  
 

Several fish were caught during 
our stay, mostly undersize, but 
Ken Scullett caught a nice bream 
w h i c h  w a s  a  k e e p e r . 
 

On Saturday, we carpooled and 
drove, down to Nymboida, on the 
back road to Armidale, had lunch 
at the hotel and visited the Mu-
seum Of Interesting Things, 
which is owned by Russell 
Crowe, the actor. Well worth a 
look by anyone travelling in the 
area. White water rafting was also 
happening on the river just below 
the hotel. 
 

On Saturday night the club put on 
a sausage sizzle, salad and sweets 
dinner, in the camp kitchen. This 
park would have one of the best 
camp kitchens around. Above the 
camp kitchen is the Top Deck 
Bar, which is licensed, and was 
open Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day evenings, and on Sunday eve-
ning the park owner cooked 
pizza. At $8.00 each, everyone 
ordered, and we weren't disap-
pointed. Schooners of beer on tap 
were $2.50. 
 

Even though the weather could 
have been nicer, with showers 
and wind gusts coming and go-
ing, we had the huge covered area 
at the camp kitchen available to 
us, and there were no midges. I 
am sure all of those who attended 
had a great time, with some not 
leaving until Wednesday, and that 
we will come back to Wooli 
again in the future. 
 

ooOOoo 

This is the life—Jeeze its tough 
being a Cruiser! 

The Gold Coast Gadabouts mus-
ter at Wooli, east of Grafton, was 
held on the 14th to 21st of 
March. With the weather being 
somewhat unpredictable, 13 
caravans made the journey to 
Solitary Islands Resort for our 
March muster.They included 
members, visitors from other 
clubs and ACC visitors looking 
to join a branch. Most of the at-
tendees had arrived by Friday so 
we arranged for the Wooli Bowl-
ing Club to pick us up in their 
free bus, and enjoyed a delicious 
meal in the club’s Chinese Res-
taurant.  
 

One of our members won the 
lucky number cash draw ( he was 
lucky as he had left his wallet at 
home ) and several meat trays 
were also won by our group. A 
great night was had by all. 
 

A couple of members had 
brought their tinnies with them 
so the crab pots were put out on 
the river, and while waiting for 
the crabs to find them, fishing 
was next. Only one nice big mud  

Gold Coast  
Gadabouts—Wooli 

Muster 
(Bryan Schrader) 
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Dwellingup was originally a tim-
ber town, but now the main indus-
try surrounding the town is Alu-
mina Mining and within the town 
itself Tourism. There are a num-
ber of Alcoa Mines surrounding 
the town with the Bauxite mined 
being processed at the Alcoa Pin-
jarra refinery. Tourism is mainly 

due to the fact that the town is 
only located about 90 minutes 
from Perth and possesses a rea-
sonable Café, so many recrea-
tional bikers/motorists, ride/drive 
to the town each weekend for 
breakfast/ lunch/ afternoon tea 
then return home again.  
 

This was our largest ever muster 
with 25 vans showing up, which I 
guess is indicative of our current 
membership (announced at the 
general meeting conducted at this 
muster) which stands at 40 vans. It 
was great to see such a turn out, 
and after a windy night on the 
Thursday, the weather for the 
weekend was fine and warm.  
 

Happy hour on Friday night was 
conducted in good humour and 
continued on into the evening with 
many opting not to prepare an 
evening meal and ordering take 
away from the local Café.  
 

We had a number of visitors at our 
morning tea on Saturday morning 
to gather information about join-

ing the ACC, after visiting our 
information stand at the recent 
Caravan and Camping show.  
 

Following Morning tea on Satur-
day morning the usual ladies 
shopping excursion was con-
ducted but as the town is quite 
small and the shops few in num-
ber, the damage to wallets was 
limited for this muster.  
 

As this was the second muster 
for the branch at Dwellingup, 
there did not appear to be many 

members who ventured off sight-
seeing, with most staying at the 
park on Saturday afternoon and 
enjoying fellowship with other 
SRR members. I believe that 
there was a least one game of 
KLOP conducted, but I am not 
sure of any results.  
 

Visitors Graham and Ray 
Christie from Queensland joined 
us for this muster and seemed to 
enjoy our company. I for one en-
joyed theirs. It is amazing how 
similar all of the visiting mem-
bers of the ACC seem to be, 
really nice caravanning people.  
 

Ken and Gloria Norrish arrived 
at the muster early, but shifted 
sites on Friday as gumnuts and 
similar objects were falling out 
of the trees onto their van on 
Thursday night keeping them 
awake, only to find similar 
things happened to them on their 
new site on Friday morning, but 
for slightly different reasons. No 
names will be mentioned here.  
 

Under the heading of new fet-
ishes observed at the Muster – 
Fred now takes his beer on the 
rocks, (or should that read 
gravel). Once again no names 
mentioned here.  
 

Following the Saturday happy 
hour with delicious nibbles and 
the shared meal with delicious 
food, Diane Minchin entertained 
us all with a joke session and then 
racked our brains with some teas-
ing questions. Thanks Diane it is 

appreciated, and thank you also, 
to all who contributed to prepar-
ing the food and nibbles for the 
happy hours and the shared 
meals. It is the care and attention 
given to the food preparation that 
makes our musters so enjoyable. 
Thanks also to the folk in the 
back ground who do the work to 
make our club and each muster 
the success they are.  

 

It would almost not be an ACC-
SRR Muster without the particip- 

Swan River Rovers 
Dwellingup Muster 

(Bob & Irene Murray W) 
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ation of Norrie and Anne Merri-
field, their singing adds a special 
feeling to the fellowship after our 
shared meal on the Saturday eve-
ning. I think we all enjoy the 
Rooster song it has almost become 
part of our folk lore, like the Aus-
sie cricket team and “Under the 
Southern Cross” etc. Norrie, also 
gave a special rendition of a 
“poem” that had most in peals of 
laughter.  
 

Bacon and eggs on Sunday morn-
ing had a new approach this time 
around with “Fred’s Eggs” Seen 
on TV, Fred tried cooking the 
eggs in muffin trays, which would 
have been great from a productiv-
ity point of view, but it didn’t 
quite work as seen on TV.  

Thanks for trying Fred, we 
missed you while you were 
away. Thanks also to all who 
contributed to the preparation of 
the bacon and egg rolls on Sun-
day morning, this has become 
another enjoyable tradition of 
our branch.  
 

The muster photo was once again 
taken by our “stalwart photogra-
pher” Brian Minchin in the ab-
sence of our new “press ganged” 
photographer Rob Carlyon. 
Thanks for the photo once again, 
Brian, it is appreciated.  
 

Following the photo several 
members including yours truly 
headed homewards while others 
continued to enjoy the attractions 
of Dwellingup.  

Southern Highlanders 
Hartwood Muster 

(Myra Males N) 

Our first night saw us at Sofala, 
this was a great free camp on the 
banks of the Turon River. David 
and Ellen had a swim and assured 
us all that the water was not cold. 
The drop toilet was not too bad. 
The site is one that I would spend 
a couple of days at next time.  
 

The next stop was a caravan park 
at Mudgee. This is the place to 
pick up a few good wines and 
ports. It goes without saying that 
we had a good happy hour.  

Frances and Martin (friends of 
Chris & Leonie) joined us on the 
second day at Mudgee.  
 

We moved on to Mendoran to a 
free camp, a great spot by the 
river with flush toilets and cold 
showers for the brave. Mendoran 
is also the place we discovered 
my friends had a few minor 
problems with their van. Minor 
problems, like fridge not work-
ing on gas, car not charging cara-
van battery, as I said minor prob-
lems. The Southern Highlands 
auto‐electrical team got stuck 
in with little success. We were 
pleased to see the NRMA man 

scratch his head. More on this 
later when I hope to report a suc-
cess.  
 

On to Coonabarabran and the 
Warrumbungles, just near the 
camp site on arrival a six foot 
brown snake was seen. This re-
minds you to keep shoes on at all 
times. A few problems with Mar-
tin’s fridge so they decided to go 
to Tamworth to have it fixed. I 
am pleased to report that the 
fridge was fixed at Tamworth, 
hope they will try for Hartwood 
again next year.  
 

(Slaters and Males stayed in the 
caravan park at Coonabarabran 
and visited the Pilliga Pottery off 
the Newell Hwy well tucked away 
down a dirt road, but worth a 
visit. Not only is the pottery very 
different, but if you ring and 
make sure they have the pizza 
oven fired up, you are assured of 
a tasty lunch).  

The remainder of us met at Hart-
wood for the 25th Anniversary of 
this event and set up camp. A 
much better position than last 
year with water and flush toilets 
just near the vans. We had ten 
vans on site with four more to 
come. This is a great roll up with 
club numbers improving.  
 

(Interesting to see that the ACC 
Banner and flag raised some in-
terest and other members called 
in to say “hi”).  
 

The remainder of vans arrived 
and we then had fourteen vans on 
site. The music this year was as 
good as ever with a mix of new 
and old talent. The best part of 
the week at Hartwood was with-

The Swimmers! 
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 Lucky Membership  
Number 

 

A member’s number is located 
somewhere in this magazine. If 
it’s yours, you have until August 
31st, 2012, to contact the Secre-
tary and claim your prize of a $20 
gift voucher from Bunnings. 
Good hunting! We’re a bit sneaky 
when we insert the number, so 
look veeeery carefully! 
 

ooOOoo 

out doubt the happy hours and, the 
addition of David’s trivia, which 
made for a great evening. The 
company, stories and the odd 
drink adds to the atmosphere. We 
had five visitors this muster, Di-
anne, Lynn, Ron, Sue & Mary all 
assured me that they had a good 
time; I think we picked up two 
new members, Dianne & Lynn.  

(I should add that we had 6 canine 
friends who all enjoyed their holi-
day also. Not too sure how many 
vans there were, but 3,000 has 
been suggested and it’s truly 
amazing how compliant and pa-
tient most people were. When we 
left there was no garbage to be 
seen – a credit to our generation 
of caravanners I think).  
 

With Hartwood over for another 
year we parted company with half 
of the Hartwood crew and seven 
of us continued on to Coonamble.  
 

Coonamble was a good place for a 
clean up, washing etc, not a great 

town or park for that matter. Guy 
gave a 6.5 to the pie shop, apart 
from the fight outside a shop in 
the main street (local people) that 
was Coonamble.  
 

From Coonamble to Lightning 
Ridge, a great park, Top Tourist 
with the best amenities block, 
looks like someone has put some 
thought into the design. We had 

three days at Lightning Ridge 
and two birthdays, Ros’and 
Mavis’. Plenty of cakes and 
birthday songs. This is a good 
town with plenty to see and do, 
you could easily spend a week 
without any problems. The re-
cent floods caused road damage 
and some plans were adjusted. 
We cancelled the free camp at 
Brewarrina and drove to Bourke, 
the road was reduced to a 5 ton 
limit so no trucks but some 
rough spots.  
 

(Have to add that the indications 
of the recent flood water level of  

the Barwon at the Four Mile 
Campsite near Brewarrina are a 
reminder of just how savage and 
awesome the floods can get, our 
caravans would have been well 
and truly totally submerged)  
 

Arrived at Bourke for two days. 
Not a great park but nice grassy 
areas for ‘happy hour’. Very little 
open over the weekend. However, 
the pie shop was one of the few 
places open and Guy rated the pie 
7.5, Ted 8 and Keith 3.5. must be 
the fillings selected. We had a 
night out for dinner at the RSL 
club and the food was very good, 
service a little slow. Visited the 
cultural centre where David and 
Ellen helped look for the snake 
that ran in the door, very lucky 
they could not find it. 
  
Arrived Nyngan and set up on the 
river. Out came the fishing lines, 
Ted and Guy were to supply fish 
for dinner but we ended up hav-
ing a BBQ, (beef not fish). This is 
a good park for future visits. (and 
again we would have been pad-
dling in water during the recent 
floods).  
 

Our last night was at Parkes, first 
rain in a long time but we man-
aged a happy hour in the BBQ 
area. We all started for home the 
next day after a great muster, 
thanks to all that attended. 
 

(Thanks to Chris & Leone for 
planning and organising this 
event). 
 

ooOOoo 

Hartwood 2012 

Night out for the Birthday Girls in Lightning Ridge. 
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There were nine vans at Nug Nug, 
14 people, and another couple 
who are prospective members.  
The weather was perfect. Most of 
us were in T. shirts, not a cloud in 
the sky on any day and certainly 
no rain. The nights were cool but 
not cold. 
  

Saturday, the Bright Autumn Fes-
tival was on, but we couldn't see 
much happening when we went 
there, so we continued on to a lit-
tle place called Wandiligong to 
the Nut Festival, Lionel Mussell 
came with us and we had a great 
time, saw Mary and Tony An-
gelone there too.  

 

There was a country and western 
band playing and lots of stall 
holders selling homemade pro-
duce and of course plenty of nuts - 
chestnuts, walnuts, pecans, all 
sorts, so guess who came back to 
camp with heaps of nuts. The 
chestnuts were cooked around the 
campfire and shared by everyone.  
 

The colours of the trees losing 

their leaves were just gorgeous, 
plenty of photos of those. 
  

Two of our members had a date 
on Saturday. A trip to town to-
gether saw them come back a 
couple of hours later looking so 
much happier and very pleased 
with themselves, congratulations 
Kasey and Cody on your first 
date together - the Doggie 
Groomer did a great job. 
  

Tony found a new friend, little 4 
year old Riley who was travel-
ling with his mum and dad from 
WA, they had a great time play-
ing chasey and then when that 
got too physical for a certain 
member the game turned to foot-
ball.  
Just as well Tony found a new 

friend because it kept him away 
from Geoff's fire and no more 
smoke was produced. 
  

On Saturday night we shared a 
dinner, we cooked our own meat 
but each van took something to 
share - there were salads, hot 
chips, roasted vegies, so much to 
eat we all felt like little fat pigs 
afterwards but it was great fun, 

and of course just the odd bottle 
of wine was consumed.  
 

We had a few games of Celebrity 
Heads and the Raffle was drawn.  
 

The local town of Myrtleford was 
very supportive of our club and 
we would like to thank those 
businesses who donated prizes for 
their generosity.  
 

We had 2 meat trays, one was 
won by Mary and Tony and the 
other by Lionel, a man's hair cut, 
a wonderful doggie gift basket 
which Val Jenkins won so that 
was very appropriate with her 
two poodles, 3 vouchers for a free 
lunch at the local bakery, a bottle 
of wine donated by Lionel which 
was won by Bruce Watt, cook-
books from the Newsagent which 
went to Caron Horton and a few 
smaller prizes which have been 
put aside for next time. 
  

Sunday morning we all had bacon 
and egg brekky together, again 
we cooked our own but sat 
around the campfire and ate to-
gether, great company and so 
many laughs. Gary cooked his 
first loaf of bread in the Baby Q, 
which went down a treat after he 
discovered that his lovely wife 
had left the yeast at home so a 
quick dash into town was called 
for.  
 

Quite a few vans left on Sunday 
so the campsite became very 
quiet but didn't lose any of its am-
bience. 
  

Thank you to Geoff and Sharon 
for all the effort and organization 
they put into this muster, a fantas-
tic time was had by all - more 
please. 
 

More on Nug Nug (by Kerry 
Moreland) 
 

The campground has basic facili-
ties, but they were clean enough 
and certainly did the job. There 
are 2 toilet blocks and 2 electric 
BBQ's, many powered sites, lots 
of shade trees, a tennis court, bas-
ket ball court, netball court, 
plenty of rubbish facilities far 

Bayside Wanderers 
Nug Nug Muster 

(Mavis Parsons V00141) 
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enough removed from the camp-
ing area.  
 

There were quite a few campers 
whilst we were there, however at 
no stage did we feel encroached 
upon or crowded. 
 

We took the welcome option of 
having a powered site, which was 
great as the nights got quite cold 
and it was a blessing to be able to 
pop the heater on in the mornings.  
 

We took advantage of the 
free electric BBQ to cook some 
yummy camp breakfasts. Fees 
were $5-00 pp per night with an 
extra $5-00 for power per night. 
 

The single attendees were only 
charged as one, which was very 
welcome compared to caravan 
park charges. 
  

The surroundings were very pleas-
ant and we would not hesitate to 
go back there again. 
 

We were soothed by the lovely 
sounds of the stream running. 
 

Pete & Bruce Watt had a go at 
fishing with my secret bait of corn 
on the cob, however dinner was 
not caught (we were told that 
some people had caught fish in 
this waterway so perhaps next 
time, and yes there will definitely 
be a next time for us here) 
 

Each night and most days we had 
a lovely campfire going thanks to 
Geoff McLean. Tony and Pete 
went on a wood collecting trip and 
came back with plenty more fire-
wood for a few more campfires. 
 

Cooking in the Baby Q's became 
quite a highlight of this muster. 
Geoff cooked many dampers and I 
cooked a yummy pumpkin one 
with fresh pumpkin bought at the 
local produce market,  
Gary Moreland even cooked some 
bread in his Weber.  
 

Happy hour each day was wel-
comed by one and all, with a very 
good turnout every day. Plenty of 
red wine and snacks were shared 
over campfire yarns. Games were 
played too, Klop and Coits.  
 

Celebrity Heads was a real hoot 
with some very funny moments.  
The on foot car rally was great 
too, very enjoyable but for me 
the real highlight was the time 
spent chatting and getting to 
know other members of Bayside 
Wanderers at this muster. 
 

Nug Nug was a great muster.  
 

Thanks so much to everyone 
who organised and attended, you 
have made it a wonderful long 
weekend away for Pete & I. We 
really enjoyed the low budget 
and back to nature environment 
of this campground. Perhaps we 
can look for a few more places 
like this for future musters? 
  

ooOOoo 

Beware—Fruit Flies 
Hitch Hike 

 

Do not travel with fruit (or fruit-
ing vegetables) in Victoria. 
 

Northern Victoria is currently ex-
periencing the worst outbreak of 
Queensland fruit fly in history. 
 

The spread of fruit fly is largely 
attributed to travellers carrying 
infested fruit into or between hor-
ticultural regions of Victoria. 
Protect Victoria's horticultural 
industries and dispose of fruit in 
roadside amnesty bins (look for 
signs). 
 

Random roadblocks may be in 
operation and on-the-spot fines of 
up to $600 apply. 
 

The Victorian Department of Pri-
mary Industries encourages trav-
ellers to purchase local produce 
when they visit Victoria's food 
p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n s , 
however this fruit should be con-
sumed whilst visiting and should 
not be transported outside of the 
region. 
 
 

Please visit their web site for a 
confirmed list of outbreak zones 
and the Queensland Fruit Fly fruit 
list: 
 

http:www.dpi.vic.gov.au/qff 

1 cup warm mashed pumpkin 
 

1 tbsp butter 
 

3 tbsn sugar 
 

1 egg 
 

2 Cups Self Raising Flour 
 

extra water if needed 
 

Method: 
Add butter & sugar to warm 
mashed pumpkin, allow to cool 
Add egg to pumpkin mix, then 
add flour until wettish scone like   
consistency is  achieved. 
You now have a choice to flatten 
the dough and cut into scones or 
cook  as a whole damper. 
 

I cooked mine as a damper and 
put it into a greased pan and 
cooked it for 45 minutes on low 
in my Weber Baby Q. 
 

Enjoy warm with lashings of but-
ter. 
 

This could just as easily be 
cooked in a caravan oven at 
160% or in a camp oven. 
 

ooOOoo 

Caron’s Pumpkin 
Damper (or Scone) 

(Caron Horton V) 

Keep those recipes coming boys 
and girls! Arhhh, Food! 

Mobile Inspection Station 
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Since our new Branch was formed 
in January we have been having 
some serious fun. 
 

At our first meeting at Copeton 
Dam six members signed up. We 
now have thirteen member units 
and what a fun mob of bush-
whackers they are. 
 

In February we bush camped on 
the river at Bingara and had a 
great time getting to know each 
other. The weather was very hot 
and some hardy souls went swim-
ming. As there had been a lot of 
rain , they were letting water out 
of Copeton Dam and we thought 
for a while that we might lose 
some of our members before the 
club got off the ground.  
 

One intrepid swimmer ,who holds 
an important position, but shall 
remain nameless, lost both of his 
crocs when he was rolled over by 
the swift flowing water and an-
other scraped his knees as he tried 
to regain his footing after floating 
some distance down the stream 
( for a while we thought that we 
might have to pick him up in 
Moree.) 

Much fellowship followed with a 
shared feast on Saturday night. 
May saw us back at Copeton 
Dam again. We had glorious 
weather and a terrific spot close 
by the water. During the day fun 
games of Boule and Klopp were 
played. At lunchtime we had a 
delicious shared BBQ lunch 
which was followed by the read-
ing of a funny poem about cara-
vanning which we could all re-
late to. Saturday night we were 
entertained by a DVD, also about 
caravanning, with some very 
scary terrain being navigated. 
 

Sunday some members  played a  
fun filled marathon game of 
cards called “Frustration”.It 
lasted most of the day with of 
course the compulsory breaks  

for morning tea and lunch. Pam 
Swayn was victorious  in the end, 
leaving the rest of us very frus-
trated. 
 

Those not playing cards checked 
the ball weight of their caravans 
and did a fair bit of tech talk 
about vehicles and vans. 
 

It was great to tour around the 
dam and see it at 97% full. The 
wildlife was plentiful with kanga-
roos enjoying the warmth of our 
campfire at night and the birds 
fighting to get our scraps. One 
kookaburra even ate out of 
Ralph’s hand. 
 

We are all looking forward to our 
next muster at Goondiwindi in 
June. 

ooOOoo 

Northern  
Bushwhackers  
Having Fun 

 

(Sue Fletcher) 

I GUARANTEE THAT YOU 
WILL CATCH FISH!” 
He’s the sort of bloke you would 
normally trust!  But  when Cec 
plans a muster at a fishing spot 
and absolutely guarantees that you 
will catch fish, you’ve got to won-
der. 
But several ACC Sunshine No-
mads trusted Cec enough to sign 
up for a muster at  Inskip Point 
(very close to Fraser Island for 
Southeners). As each attendee got 
out of their car at the camp site, 
right on the beach,  Cec threw a 
small wrapped package which we  

automatically caught.  Un-
wrapped, this package contained 
a can of sardines, so Cec had ful-
filled the guarantee.  Lucky we  
all caught our little gift. 
For most attending the muster, 
the late afternoon fishing ses-
sions at a “secret spot”  were 
quite rewarding.  During the first 
few days, most of the catches 
were dart, some of quite spec-
tacular size.  The occasional 
bream or whiting gave a little 
variety. 
One afternoon, it was just getting 
dark and we were all on the 
beach cleaning the catch when 
the heavens opened.  We didn’t 
need torches; earmuffs would  

have been of value.  Only fools 
stay out in the middle of a storm, 
but what could we do? Desert the 
catch; not likely! 
First fish of the session was an 
81cm flathead.    David nearly 
cried when Di made him release 
the fish.   It was clearly well over 
the legal limit. 
Cec’s last fish of the day was a 
monster greenback tailor.   Its 
head was off and it was in the 
esky in a flash and that’s the last 
your writer saw of it.  All those 
ACC members who missed this 
muster, will probably have to buy 
their fish for the next few weeks.  
We wont. 

ooOOoo 

Gone Fishin’ 
 

(David Reid Q 
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  Quality shirt in taupe with green & gold trim, with pocket. Features club logo.  
Mens sizes M to 5XL, with pockets. Ladies sizes 12 to 26, without pocket (pockets are available at 
no charge—to be self sewn). 

$38.00 ea 
Postage: 1 shirt—$8.00, 2 to 4 shirts—$12, add $2.95 for registered post. 

 Quality club cap, with embroidered club logo in green & gold. 
One size fits all. 

 $15.00 ea 
Postage: Up to 4 caps—$8.00, 5 to 8 caps—$12.00 

 Club Flag, 600 x 400, complete with small staff 
$15.00 ea 

Postage: 1 flag—$9.50, 2 flags—$11.50  
 Club Stickers available in 3 sizes, tough and durable, suitable for car and van. 

Note: If stickers are purchased along with another item, or items, no additional postage charges will 
apply. 
NEW ITEM! Jumbo Van Sticker, A4 size                                                            $10.00 ea 
Postage: $2.75 for up to 5 stickers. 
 

Large Van Sticker                                                                                                     $3.00 ea 
Postage: $1.75 for up to 5 stickers. 
 

Small Windscreen Sticker, fits inside windscreen                                                    $1.00 ea 
Postage: $0.75 for up to 5 stickers. 

 

ACC Stubby Holder, durable and handy holder for that cold one. Comes in club colours of green & 
gold. 

$7.00 ea 
Note: if purchased with a bulky item, postage for the first stubby holder is free.  
Add $0.50 for each additional.  
 

Postage: $7.50 for up to 10 holders, $12.00 for 11 to 18 holders. 
 ACC Spare Wheel Cover, from high quality marine vinyl, displays club logo, name and web ad-

dress in green & gold. Please advise tyre size when ordering. We have good stocks of this item. 
 $50.00 ea 

Postage: $12.00 + $2.95 Registered Post (if required). 

 

  

Written by our own Lionel Mussell, the RV travellers handbook.  
A MUST for all travellers. (Limited Stocks).                                   

Special Price $15.00 ea 
 
Postage: $2.00 

  
  
  
 

Club Keytag, individually numbered, with return address on reverse. 
“If found please return to Australian Caravan Club Ltd.  P.O. Box 631, Patterson Lakes Vic 

3197” 
The size is approx. 55mm long and 25mm wide. Purchasers of these keytags will have their mem-
bership number and name recorded in a register for return of the keys in the event they should be 
lost. The product is enamelled and epoxy coated on the face side and gold on the reverse side, and 
comes with a heavy duty chain and split keyring. 

$7.50 ea 
Postage: $1.50 (maximum of 2 per pack - if greater number multiply accordingly) 

  

NEW ITEM! Club Umbrella, quality unit with fibreglass shaft and carbon fibre bow, making a very 
durable umbrella in clb colours of green and gold, with club logo on 2 sides. 

$25.00 ea 
Postage: $13.00 ea. 

  

Club Lanyard including small clip, in gold with green club name. 
$4.00 ea 

Postage: No charge if purchased with an item or items that do attract a postage charge. 
If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for up to 2 lanyards. 

  
The brimmed hat, bottle green in colour with club emblem in gold on the front.  Available                 
$18.00 ea 
in 2 sizes, small 57cm and large 61cm.  The hat as an adjustable elastised band inside the hat for a 
snug fit.              
Postage: up to 4 hats---$8; 5 to 8 hats---$12 

Order form may be found on the Club Web-site. Or on the rear of the 
Nomad mail slip. 

Note: Prices shown are current at time of publication and may be subject 
to change. 

Club Shop 
 

Club Shop 
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Coming Events Check the Events Calendar and the Branch Forums on the Web Site for further details. 

  

 

  
  The pens are silver and green with club emblem in gold.                                                                       $8.00 ea 
 PLEASE NOTE: Postage costs: If this item is purchased along with another 
 item/s that attract a postage cost, then no additional postage will apply for this 
 item.  If purchased separately, postage is $1.75 for 1 or 2 pens. 

  

 

  
 
The club jacket is a polar fleece full zip jacket, bottle green in colour, similar to the green on collar  $44.00 ea 
of club shirt with club emblem on the  left side.                                                             
 Postage:  1 or 2 jackets ---  $12.00 

Date 2012 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 

Jun 4—18 Sundowners SA Lamaroo Tagalong Rolly Hill 0403 154 956 

Jun 8—11 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Mildura Muster  Neil Kollmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Jun 8—11 Country Cruisers QLD Mt Tamborine Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Jun 8—11 Southern Cross Overlandrs SA Port Broughton Muster Geoff Chatfield 08 8265 1727 

Jun 15—18 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Yarraman Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252 

Jun 15—17 Northern Bushwhackers NSW Goondiwindi Muster Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2033 

Jun 15—17 Hunter Ramblers NSW Patonga Muster Diane Archer Email 

Jun 19—27 Bayside Wanderers VIC Thargomindah Tag  Geoff McLean 0419 372 044 

Jun 23—24 Family Firesiders VIC Cooroy Muster Holly Humphrey 0412 211 260 

Jun 26—Jul 15 Southern Highlanders NSW Roving up North Tag Myra Males 02 4684 2139 

Jul 6—8 ACC Chairmans Muster QLD Barcaldine Tom Smith Email 

Jul 7—8 Family Firesiders QLD Bribie Island Muster  Holly Humphrey 0412 211 260 

Jul 13—16 Country Cruisers QLD Rathdowney Muster Dawn Nutley 07 5426 3621 

Jul 27—28 Swan River Rovers WA Gingin Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Jul 27—28 Hunter Ramblers NSW 12 Mile Creek Muster  Diane Archer Email 

Aug 17—19 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Rutherglen Muster Neil Kollmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Aug 20—24 Golden Westerners NSW Broken Hill/Casino Tag Lyn Richens 02 4956 6338 

Aug 31—Sep 2 Southern Nomads VIC Shepparton Muster Geoff Halson 03 97585382 
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The Country Cruisers celebrated 
their 1st birthday at Allawah Scout 
Camp in March. Syd and Brian 
also celebrated their birthdays at 
the muster. We wish them many 
happy returns. You couldn’t wish 
for a nicer place and so close to 
whatever you may need yet 
seemed a long way from any-
where. The shopping centre is a 
few minutes away with Wool-
worths food and fuel, as well as 
bakery, newsagent, etc. Hooked 
on Seafood do a great takeaway 
and we availed ourselves of that 
for Sunday lunch, very filling. 
 

The camp has kitchen facilities 
and plenty of undercover area 
with a view of the Brisbane River 
on the lower level. The river was 
running too strongly due to water 
being released from the Wivenhoe 
Dam so the canoes for hire had to 
stay in the shed. The weather 
stayed fine, and hot during the 
day, with lovely quiet moonlit 
nights. We all agreed, we will 
visit there again next year. 
 

On Saturday, Brian produced his 
now famous scones with jam and 
cream for morning tea which went 
down a treat. Some members ven-
tured into Riverlink shopping cen-
tre in Ipswich and returned laden 

down with purchases. While oth-
ers saved their cash till Sunday 
when Lina, our travelling sales-
girl, brought out her collection of 
bags featuring photographs of 
places she has visited, Lina and 
Harry are on their way to Darwin 
and will be presenting her wares 
at markets en route, we wish her 
well and look forward to their 
return. 
 

A decorated birthday cake was 
produced for afternoon tea and 
President Ken asked inaugural 
President Brian to do the honours 
and cut the cake amid a chorus of 
happy birthday to the branch. 
Saturday night’s meal was cook 
your own food on the bbq sup-
plied by the camp, with plenty of 
tables and chairs supplied as 
well. After dinner, we introduced 
the Ten Cent game, everybody 
places four 10cent pieces in front 
of them and take it in turn to roll 
special dice, the result being they 
may have to pass coins either left 
or right or put them into the 
bank, if they are lucky they may 
keep them. Eventually the bank 
has most of the coins and the last 
person with a coin is the winner. 
 

Deirdre was the winner, we re-
turned each 40cents to owners 
and presented her with a prize of 
a champagne bottle (plastic) 
filled with chocolates. Removing 
the chocolates proved more fun  

than the game as each person 
shook and poked until they got a 
chocolate. There was lots of 
laughter at the antics especially 
after the bottle was emptied and 
Col discovered the base was re-
movable. A sing-a-long with 
Brian on the guitar finished the 
evening. 

 

Sunday night, members who were 
still in camp finished the muster 
with a cosy campfire much to the 
annoyance of the local possum 
that protested from a nearby tree.  
 

By Monday lunch, we had all de-
parted leaving Brian and Robyn 
to enjoy an extra night with only 
the insects and the possum for 
company. Our birthday muster 
was enjoyed by all. 

ooOOoo 

Country Cruisers 
Allawah Muster 

Happy Birthday—Brian, Syd, and the ‘Cruisers! 

Must be that Queensland beer! 




