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From the Editor:
Another National Muster & AGM 
done and dusted - full marks to the 
organisers - with a record number 
of attendees, and a definately rural 
setting - they did a masterfull job in 
organising, and running, what was 
a great event! Congratulations all!

This edition has been prepared us-
ing the latest printing industry pre-
ferred software. To say that a steep 
learning curve is involved would be 
an understatement. My apologies in 
advance for any evidence of grem-
lins, as our expertise grows they 
will gradually disappear (I hope)!

You’ll notice that the format of the 
Nomad has also changed slightly, 
while we are learning to operate 
the new software we are also exper-
imenting with various layout op-

tions in order to deliver the best we 
can to our fellow ACCers.

In this issue is a copy of the report 
that chairman Tom delivered at the 
AGM. One of the concerns he ex-
presses is with the future of the No-
mad - or rather - the form in which 
future copies will be delivered.

If you would prefer to receive your 
copy electronically, rather than as a 
paper based item, could you please 
let Lorraine know? Email her at

admin@australiancaravan-
club.com.au
and she will make the necessary ad-
dressing changes.

Enjoy a great festive season all, we’ll 
catch you in 2015. Cheers, Lazo

ooOOoo
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From the Chair
Our  eighth national muster and 
AGM in Lucindale was a very 
successful event and credit to the 
organisers, led by Therese Greg-
ory, for a job well done. We had 
members from all over the coun-
try except the NT and there would 
have been someone from there 
if it wasn’t for ill health, I hope 
they are back to good health now. 
One of the interesting pieces of in-
formation to come out of this mus-
ter was the increasing power load 
draw of our RVs compared to a few 
years ago, the local electrician in 
charge of Yakka Park power supply 
has noticed the continued increase 
in demand over similar events that 
have been held previously.

During the national muster I had 
great pleasure in signing an agree-
ment with Insuret to become our 
club preferred RV insurer. In due 
course we hope to develop more 
products for members to use,  but 
this will depend on the take up of 
the number of policies that our 
members have with Insuret. One of 
the benefits of this agreement is the 
communication between ACC and 
Insuret and we have already had 
talks to them about some issues that 
have been raised by members, this 
is a very positive atmosphere. There 
is more information elsewhere in 
the Nomad and members should 
have already received an email 
newsletter.

One of our directors Brian Ward 
stepped down as a director at the 
AGM, I thank Brian for his three 
years on the board and wish Robyn 
and Brian  all the best for the future, 
Brian’s knowledge of the club was 
very helpful to me as chairman.

Maria Minchin has been elect-
ed onto the board along with Deb 
Cohen who re-stood for a second 
term. Maria will be responsible for 
branches and members, especial-
ly member retention. The board is 
very concerned about the number 
of members who are not renewing 
their membership and I encourage 
members to make new members 
very welcome and take them under 
your wing so that they can enjoy 
what the ACC has to offer.

Due to work commitments, help-
ing harvest north of Moree, Sandra 
and I started home straight after 
the closing ceremony at Lucindale. 
Only for me to become ill on Sun-
day night. Sandra had to do all the 
driving on the Monday as I was too 
ill to drive. Sandra drove 700 Kms 
plus that day, if Sandra hadn’t been 
able to drive I would not have been 
able to get to the harvest on time. 
Sandra and I have always shared the 
driving and this event only showed 
how important it is for both partners 
to be able to tow.

We have been invited to attend the 
Caravan Industry Association of 
Australia conference in Melbourne 
during February. We continue to 
build a relationship with industry, 
this is important as it allows us to 
raise with them issues that affect 
members.

The chairman’s musters in 2015 will 
be in Lake Cargelligo and Kununur-
ra more information elsewhere in 
the Nomad.

On the whole the next year is look-
ing very positive for the club.

On behalf of the Board I wish ev-
eryone a very Merry Christmas and 

a very safe and happy New Year 
with many Kms travelled.

ooOOoo

Want to Form a New 
Branch?

Many of our members have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs - it could be to sim-
ply get together regularly with other 
local members, or to get a common 
interest group together (e.g. antique 
vans).

Sadly, oft times the idea is dropped 
as being “too hard”. Or we some-
times just sit around waiting for 
“some one else” to do it!

While it is not compulsary to be-
long to a branch, there can be lit-
tle doubt that the branches are the 
real strength of the ACC! Mutual 
support and fellowship promote a 
healthy, supportive membership 
which in the end makes the ACC 
as a whole into a strong, unified, 
group.

The document “ACC Branch Guide-
lines and Bye-Laws”contains all of 
the information required for form-
ing and administrating a branch and 
can be downloaded from the club 
web-site from the Members / Doc-
uments area.

Why not drop an email to the Sec-
retary, he’ll be glad to walk you 
through the process.

ooOOoo

Club Web-site
A simple log on gives access to a 
wealth of information about your 
club - coming events, news and so 
on.

The Branch Forums, in particular, 
keep branch members abreast of 
what’s happening and when.

ooOOoo
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At Last
An Insurer!

After approximately 18 months of 
knock backs from the Insurance 
Industry, we now have our own in-
surance Underwriting Agents and 
Insurance Cover.

For the information of those mem-
bers unable to attend the Lucindale 
Muster, on the 13th October the 
Board signed a “Referrers Agree-
ment with Insuret Pty. Ltd. an au-
thorised underwriting agent of Hol-
lard Insurance Company Pty. Ltd.

Jason McDonnell,  Managing Di-
rector of Insuret provided details of 
the underwriting agency and a brief 
rundown of the cover. 

Unlike other RV insurers who issue 
motor vehicle policies with  added 
clauses, your Club has negotiated 
cover for theft, malicious and acci-
dental damage which is much wider 
in its application. 

The cover provides for the replace-
ment of a new, first registered RV 
for the first 24 months of its life.

The policy also includes cover for a 
basic $2000 contents, but this can be 
increased up to 20% of the sum in-
sured on the RV subject to payment 
of an additional premium.

Premiums can be paid monthly with 
no added  penalty  The PDS (Policy 
Description Statement)  comprises 
12 easy to read pages in plain En-
glish. 

Under the Agreement no benefit ex-
tends to the ACC,  instead members 
receive a special rebate on top of 
very competitive premiums.

The cover has a standard excess of 
$200. Other benefits include excess 
free windscreen cover, expedited 
settlement guarantee, hire of a sub-
stitute vehicle following theft or ac-
cident, lock and key replacement, 
emergency repairs, accommoda-
tion, and travel and vehicle trans-

port costs, substitute vehicle, towing 
costs, removal of debris, fusion and 
food spoilage covers.

Some Club members have already 
availed themselves of the new policy 
and are satisfied with the cover and 
premiums.

To obtain your copy of the PDS con-
tact insuret.com.au.  

To obtain a no obligation quote 
phone 1300 246 787 during business 
hours. You need to tell them  you are 
an ACC Member. 

Soon you will be able to obtain your 
quote on-line as part of the ACC 
Members Benefits. 

Insuret are investigating the means 
of also insuring your tow vehicle.

ooOOoo

Murray River 
Ramblers

Boomanoomana 
Muster

(Phil Griffiths)

Our first Bush Camp was held on 
the banks of the Murray between 
Barooga and Mulwala. Twelve Ram-
blers members camped, members 
Daryl and Jill, and friends Dan & 
Jan called in on Monday. Also camp-
ing with us were members from the 
Border Hoppers  and the Southern 
Nomads.

Another nearby camper from Bris-

bane, Al, was invited to join in also 
(he knew how to play cards well ).

The Muster was full of fun, fellow-
ship & games as well as plenty of 
WIND on Sat. & Sun. which made 
it impossible to keep Trevor’s mar-
quee upright.

Friday evening saw a few mem-
bers  dress up for Halloween, while 
Saturday afternoon saw a few games 
on the river bank such as throw the 
Broom like a Javelin & rubber mal-
let like a Shot Putt, followed by a 
game of Klop.

Then it was time to get ready for 
our Damper tea cooked by some 
members in camp ovens (on Gas).
After all that those of us who were 
brave enough to face the cold en-
joyed a sing-along accompanied by 
3 members on Ukuleles (Kaye , Ma-
ree & Una with Henry keeping beat 
on an imported Drum) 

Sunday started with our tradition-
al cooked breakfast of eggs, bacon, 
sausages & tomatoes. The rest of the 
day was filled in by fellowship under 
the gum trees with a few ladies do-
ing craft work or crosswords. That 
evening saw 5 members and Al play 
cards until it got too cold.

Monday was another great day of 
fellowship with the wind finally giv-
ing up. Des showed off his latest  toy 
being a Drone with some amazing 
photos. Again the same ones played 
cards finishing the last game at 
11pm.
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Tuesday, Melbourne Cup Day, 
couldn’t go by without celebrating 
the MRR way on the river bank.  

Ross & Sharron prepared a paper 
bag lunch which was enjoyed by 
all. But the highlight of the day was 
the horse racing game organised by 
Kaye & Ian. There were 3 races with 
6 horses, bets were placed & divi-
dends paid, it was a very entertain-
ing event. There was a hat parade 
won by Gloria & Ross 

Then it was time for those that had 
to go home to leave but there were 8 
members that stayed on for another 
night & so ended our longest Mus-
ter & thoughts of having another 
Bush Muster next year.

ooOOoo

More Munchies from 
Pete

(Peter Harding)

Prawn Salad with a Honey 
and Lime Dressing

Ingredients:
Prawns cooked and peeled x 6

Salad, any salad will do as long as 
there are no strong flavours e.g. ol-
ives, garlic etc.

Honey, plain honey will do but I 
find that some flavoured honey adds 
a bit to the dressing

Lime juice, you can either use fresh 
limes or the commercially available 
lime juice both worth in this dress-
ing.

Method:
Make your salad or use a salad 
from the supermarket

If you have cooked your prawns 
yourself you can either peel the 
prawns completely or leave the tail 
on.

Pour a small amount of honey into 
a bowl then a small amount of lime 
juice

Mix the honey and lime together 
then taste, the taste you are looking 
for is the first thing you taste should 
be the lime with an after taste of the 
honey.

Major points to consider:
An old saying with chefs is this, 
“ You can add BUT YOU CAN’T 
SUBTRACT”. What this means is 
when your combining, in this case 
honey and lime, start out small, 
taste, then add if necessary to get 
the balance.

If you opt to use fresh lime you can 
add bits of peel to the dressing, this 
will add to the taste and to the ap-
pearance.

Pour dressing over the salad just 
before serving as the lime will burn 
the salad if the dressing is poured on 
too early.

This dressing can be used on cooked 
fish as well.

Bean & Frank Hotpot
Ingredients:
Baked Beans x 220grams
Cocktail Frankfurts ( Cheerios) x 
about 6
Capsicum green or yellow small x 1
Brown Onion small x 1
Olive Oil
Garlic 
Bacon x 100grams
Salt and pepper ground to taste

Method:
Peel and slice onion, can be diced if 
desired

Cut up capsicum either sliced or 
diced, make sure seeds are removed
Cut up cocktail frankfurts in 
rounds

Slice bacon, I prefer bacon sliced 

not diced but if you dice the onion 
and capsicum then dice the bacon, 
this is for appearance really.

Pour a little of the olive oil into a 
pan and heat

If using granulated garlic, I would 
place onions and capsicum into pan 
first, this stops the garlic from burn-
ing and cook till the onion is soft

Add bacon and cook for about 5- 10 
minutes

Pour in baked beans and cook 
through

Add a little salt and pepper

At the end of the cooking process, 
taste and adjust salt and pepper to 
your liking.

Once the onion, capsicum and ba-
con are cooked all that needs to be 
done with the cocktail frankfurts 
and baked beans is to be heated 
through

The amount of ingredients I have 
given here amounts to 2 and a bit 
servings

ooOOoo

Update Your Details
Please!

Sadly, every week we have we have 
mail that we have sent to a member 
returned to us marked “No longer 
at this address”. This can also be the 
case with some Emails which come 
back as “Undeliverable”.

For the sake of the Secretarial team 
and Record-keepers, please drop us 
a line or a call to let us know if any 
of your details have changed!

ooOOoo

Lucky Number
Despite what some may think, there 
is a lucky membership number hid-
den in this edition.

If it’s yours, get in touch with the 
Secretary for your reward of a $20 
Bunnings voucher!

ooOOoo
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2014 National Muster 
Lucindale S.A.

(Alan Lazarus)

What a terrific spot for a muster! 
Quiet, flat, grassy sites, plenty of 
room for parking and annexes, and 
with  amenities that would do a 
large caravan park proud.  Such was 
the  case at Lucindale, for the ACC’s 
2014 National Muster.

Marshalling was well organised and 
well coordinated with all attend-
ees being placed on their alloted 
sites with the minimum of fuss and 
delay.  Check-in and registration 
was equally well run by the willing 
teams from all three South Austra-
lian branches - efforts much appre-
ciated by the road-weary drivers  of 
the 200 plus units attending.

The weather was not kind, however 
the wind and rain could not deter 
400 odd ACCers  hell bent on hav-
ing an enjoyable week, catching up 

with old friends, and making new 
ones. 

The Lucindale site was huge - could 
easilly have accomodated twice  
our number comfortably,  and re-
sulted in some interesting “happy 

hours”, with many opting to set up 
impromptu gatherings rather than 
using  a central site. It was noticed 
that there were constant streams of 
visitors moving from one gathering 
to another, no doubt sampling the 
various nibbles, drinks and enter-

tainments available. A general feel-
ing of comeraderie  pervaded the  
venue for the whole week.

The goal of a National Muster is to 
get as many members  together as 
possible in order to conduct the of-

ficial business of the ACC and while 
such items as the AGM can be rath-
er boring at times, they are a neces-
sary legal requirement that must be 
fulfilled. This does not mean howev-
er that  we can’t have fun!

The program put together by the or-
ganisers certainly provided for the 
fun aspects, with a variety of sport-
ing events, outings and day trips, on-
site musical entertainment, dances, 
community meals etc. (the serving 
of the meal at the dinner dance was 
a masterpiece of coordination).

The official business was conducted 
in a timely manner, with presenta-
tions from our Chairman and other 
members of the Board, the Annual 
General Meeting,  reports and elec-
tions.  More info  on these items is 
contained elsewhere in this issue.

A number of  informative sessions 
were also conducted by visiting ex-
perts, but the highlight was the re-
lease of the long awaited insurance 
scheme - well done to all concerned.

In the sporting arena there were 
hotly contested games of Boules, 
Finska and Ladder Golf, as well as 
golf  and lawn bowls on the local 
town facilities. (the locals were very 
welcoming, and very appreciative of 
our support of their town).

The local children’s choir added their voices to the opening ceremony - 

Sporty types were adequately catered for with Finska, Boules and Ladder 
Golf on offer.
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A community market was held on-
site and provided ample opportu-
nity to sample the local produce, in 
particular the wines!

The initial wine tasting was fol-
lowed up with bus tours to nearby  
Naracoorte, Penola and Coonawar-
ra,  many boxes were noticed later, 
as they were being loaded into var-
ious RV’s.

Musical entertainment is rapidly 
becoming the norm at ACC mus-
ters, we certainly have our fair share 
of talented musicians, and once 
again they stepped to the fore of-
fering happy hour concerts, formal 
concerts, and jam sessions.  At the 
community market Vince Pagett 
and  Lazo teamed up to provide a 
musical background to the event, 
and were very well received.

The Naracoorte Square Dance Club  
combined  old timey music and 

dance  that left many of our mem-
bers  exhausted  (but happy) after 
a night of doe-see-doing and all of 
the other moves that go with  square 
dancing, while on another night the 
popular sing-along was conducted 
by Vince Pagett.

For the “health nuts”there were  dai-
ly morning exercise sessions that 
included cycling, walking, and Tai 
Chi.

Local clubs also welcomed our mus-
terers, hosting a Golf Day, Lawn 
Bowls and Tag-a-longs, while the 

local pub did a steady trade in meals 
and drinks.

To say the local community wel-
comed  the ACC would be an un-
derstatement. They were simply 
wonderful and it was a real plea-
sure to be able to support them 
business - wise and also to be able 

to support several local charities.

Perhaps the attitude of the locals 
can be summed up in the following 
email, which was sent to Therese 
Gregory (the muster organiser) by 
John Motteram (our host for the 
venue ) :

“Dear Therese, as Chair of the South 
East Field Days committee I would 
like you to pass on to all of your 
muster members our sincere thanks.

1. Thank you for supporting our 
small community the way that you 
all have. I am sure that it will be 

talked  about and appreciated for a 
long time to come.

2. Thank you for being so under-
standing when little things go 
wrong, and remembering that we 
are also only volunteers.

It is funny how things only break 
down or run out when they are be-
ing used, and more so when they are 
at maximum demand!

Therese, I know I am speaking on 
behalf of Lyn our Secretary and all 
Lions members when I say, it has  
been  an absolute pleasure dealing 
with you and your committee.

Thank you all, good luck, God bless 
and welcome back any time”.

Thanks to all for a great event, a tre-
mendous effort indeed!

ooOOoo

Don, a visitor to the muster and a 
talented guitarist, joined a happy 
hour and collected his own set of 

“groupies”!

A good crowd at the Dinner Dance

There’s nothing like a group photo to kick off a “meet and greet”!



13

Bateman’s Bay 
Caravanning & 
Camping Expo

(Peter Stanhope)

Val and I booked in a week early at 
the Pleasurelea Caravan Park, a few 
kays south of the township, in the 
suburb of Batehaven.  Though the 
site we were allocated was tight to 
get into, once set up we thorough-
ly enjoyed our stay, especially the 
park’s “Scrumptious” restaurant.

After setting up, we set about dec-
orating the van with some of the 
posters and banners that were to be 
used the following weekend at the 
expo.  (See photos below)

This strategy seemed to work quite 
well, and we had several people 
wandering by and asking questions 
about the ACC and the forthcoming 
expo.

Of course, we didn’t waste the op-
portunity to ply them with pam-
phlets, and several people went 
away with handfuls of our advertis-
ing material and a cheerful “See you 
at the show!”
Yes, we could have signed one 
or two up on the spot, but those 
were not our instructions.

It was amazing how many people 
in the caravan park did NOT know 
that the RV expo was on during the 
following weekend.  Maybe a word 
to all the caravan park proprietors, 
along with an incentive to give their 
customers some pamphlets, would 
have worked!

Upon driving into the township 

proper, we could see why no one 
knew about the expo.  Though there 
might have been radio and TV ad-
vertising prior to the show, there 
was one lonely sign on the fence 
outside the showground.  Our car-
avan held more advertising!

SETTING UP OUR BOOTH.
We allocated Thursday afternoon at 
2 pm to meet the other half of our 
team (President Ian Granland and 
Heather White). 
We had good access to the site, in 
spite of vans, utes and other vehicles 
jockeying for room.  Our site was 
6 x 3 metres, which gave us ample 
room to place the guy ropes for our 
3 x 3 gazebo.  We could not have 
done this with a 6 x 3 gazebo, as all 
the sites abutted one another, leav-

ing no room for pegs and guy ropes. 

With the roof on, we set about 
erecting the tarp side walls, fixing 
the ACC signs and pictures, and set-
ting up the tables and chairs ready 
for the morning.  One problem we 
found was that the Velcro did not 
like sticking to the side walls of the 

gazebo. We solved this problem by 
creating rope lines and hanging the 
pictures on the lines like a clothes 
line.  

A power line was provided, which 
reached right into our gazebo, al-
lowing us to use a laptop, and a jug 
for making tea or coffee.  We used 
our own folding tables and chairs, 
but had to buy extra tent pegs to 
hold down the sides of the gazebo in 
case of windy weather.

THE DAILY ROSTER
We decided among ourselves to do a 
4-hour morning shift on the booth, 
and a similar 4 hour shift in the af-
ternoon, with a crossover hour for 
liaison purposes.  This gave each 
couple ample time to cruise around 
the RV Expo and see the exhibits.  
The shifts then reversed for the fol-
lowing day.

DAY ONE: Friday 7th November.
The day dawned with brilliantly fine 
weather and a light breeze... perfect 
weather for an RV expo. We were at 
the site early, as we still had 2 more 
large pictures to put up.  There was a 
steady stream of people walking by, 
and we were kept so busy talking to 
people and handing out pamphlets 
that our cups of tea went cold.  

Lots of people were interested in 
the Farm Stay program.  We hand-
ed out dozens of pamphlets, all the 
spare NOMADs, and even a couple 
of windscreen shades.  Most people 
were very interested in the club, and 
keen to find the nearest branch to 
where they lived.  Two couples from 
our own drawing area were very in-
terested in joining.  One had bought 
their van only 5 days earlier.

After our shift change at 1pm, we had 
lunch and wandered around the ex-
hibits.  We were not at all tempted to 
take home the 33 foot fifth-wheeler, 
but enjoyed seeing the newer devel-
opments in caravan fittings. Ian and 
Heather reported that the afternoon 
session was every bit as busy as the 
morning one had been, and that the 
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following day would be even busier.

At 4pm all the booths were packed 
up, so we headed home to wash 
out our ACC club shirts so they’d 
be fresh for the morning.  Approx-
imately 3000 people came through 
the gates that day, according to the 
guy on the gate.

DAY TWO: Saturday 8th November.
The chap on the gate was right.  The 
fine weather brought people out 
in their droves (and in their vans 
as well!) and our booth was totally 
busy until around 3 pm, when things 
started to tail off and we could actu-
ally have a cup of tea.  

Knowing that our team would be 
busy, we presented ourselves at the 
booth early... 10 am instead of 1 pm.  
Just as well.  The “customers” kept us 
busy for most of the day.  Hundreds 
of pamphlets were handed out, and 
several people became first-time 
ACC members.  

Quite a few people asked the ques-
tion “What’s in it for me?” and we 
were able to list things off point by 
point, and then ply them with bro-
chures.  We spoke to people using 
the theme, “Now you have a cara-
van, so you need a caravan club!” 
and then launch into our spiel. One 
chap presented himself at the booth 
with the announcement, “Righto, I 
am a sample audience. Tell me all 
about yourself as a group.”  So we 
did.  

Then I asked him, “On a scale of ten, 
what score would you give us for 
our presentation?”  His reply was 
“8/10, and I never give a nine.”  Then 
he added, “You speak naturally, not 

like salesmen, and you don’t try to 
pressure people.”  

I thought that was the most valuable 
comment I heard at the whole show. 

I did not get the official atten-
dance figures, but it must have 
been double the number for Friday.
At four pm we packed up the booth 
and headed “home” to write up the 
books and once again wash the club 
shirts out for the following day.  

Even if only one tenth of the peo-
ple who received pamphlets actu-
ally join, the ACC will still receive 
many new members.  We also noted 
that many people, while being very 
interested in joining the ACC, were 
reluctant to provide details of name, 
address, phone or email. I feel that 
they value their privacy, and will 
contact the ACC when they are 
good and ready.  

One couple who joined on the day 
won’t even receive their new van 
until March 2015! They want to join 
the Southerly Busters (they live in 
Wollongong) and cannot wait to get 
into the caravanning scene.  They 
ordered the van at the show.

DAY THREE: Sunday 9th Novem-
ber.
Morning proved to be as sunny as 
the first two days of the show.  Most 
of the town and lots of tourists ap-
peared to be at the RV show.  We 
gave out lots of information forms 
to people, and chatted to them about 
their caravan experience.  We even 
signed up two more ACC members, 
and showed them how to locate the 
various club branches.

Soon after lunch,  the crowds had 
stopped entering the gates, and we 
began to dismantle the pictures on 
the walls of the gazebo, and rolling 
them up into their containers.  By 3 
pm the booth was no more, which 
was just as well, as a cool change 
with rain came through.

Back at our van, we needed the rest 
of the afternoon to recover from 

our efforts.  We are not sure of the 
total number of potential ACC new 
members received , as  many peo-
ple took the information pamphlets 
home to read at their leisure.  But 
certainly the ACC brand got great 
exposure to thousands of people.  
And we enjoyed speaking to excited 
brand new caravan owners and tell-
ing them of our own caravan expe-
riences.  

Meeting and  talking to people was  
the  highlight  of our three day ven-
ture.

ooOOoo

ACC
Farm Stay

OK - so you don’t want to camp in 
a caravan park, but also don’t want 
to camp “out bush”. It could be that 
participating in the ACC Farm Stay 
scheme could solve your problem!

You’ll be independantly camped, in 
a secure, usually picturesque, area 
- free of cost, and with fellow ACC 
members as your hosts.

The Farm Stay program is growing 
slowly, there are currently 14 host 
properties listed, the majority of 
which are in NSW, with others in 
VIC, QLD and NT.

Full details of the scheme, and each 
property, can be found on the club 
web -site at On The Road / FArm 
STays. 

All the scheme needs for additional 
growth, is YOU!

 ooOOoo
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Chairman’s Report to 
the 2014 Annual 
General Meeting

I have much pleasure in presenting 
my third report as Chairman of the 
Australian Caravan Club.

The last 12 months has seen the club 
continue to grow at over 20% with 
over 1900 units in the club as of 30 
September this year. Also we as a 
club have grown and consolidated 
in so many areas.

Being invited to attend the Camping 
and Road Vehicle and Accommoda-
tion Association (CRVA) National 
Conference in Hobart in February, 
where we gave a speech “On what 
we wanted in a Caravan Park”, was 
ground-breaking for the club but 
also I understand we were the first 
consumer representative to be given 
a stand as well as present a speech at 
one of their conferences.

We have been invited to attend the 
Camping Industry Association of 
Australia (CIAA ) conference to be 
held in Melbourne next February. 
CIAA is the new industry associa-
tion and combines the CRVA and 
the RVMAA into one organisation.
This building of a relationship means 
we can now pick up the phone to the 
industry body and raise issues that 
affect members. 

For me as chairman this is import-
ant when it comes to addressing 
members issues especially safety 
and quality of construction of RVs.

This  is  just one example  of how the 
club has grown in the last couple of 
years.

Insurance Scheme
A good result from a lot of hard work 
has resulted in the club now having 
a preferred insurance scheme for 
members to insure their RV units. 

A lot of the credit for us achieving 
this goal, goes to Mr Ray Cornell, 
his knowledge of the industry has 

been a big factor in this achieve-
ment. I personally want to see the 
scheme develop into providing in-
surance cover in many areas for the 
benefit of members, including mo-
tor vehicle, house and contents.

I encourage all members to seek a 
quote from Insuret, next time their 
RV is due for insurance.

Finances
Financially the club is in a very 
strong position; Rob will provide 
more information in his treasurer’s 
report.

As announced at last year’s AGM 
the board intended to contract out 
some of our financial and adminis-
tration work. In February this year 
we signed a contract with Lorraine 
Owens to provide the services. 

As chairman I have seen the bene-
fits of the board’s decision to con-
tract out this work, the improved 
efficiency has been very beneficial 
in managing the club.

The Board has decided to let a con-
tract to provide support in member 
retention. The board has been very 
concerned by the number of mem-
bers not renewing their member-
ship after becoming a member at 
one of the shows.

The Board has also taken out insur-
ance to cover members helping at 
Shows etc

Policy
The policy team has been very ac-
tive in 2014, providing submissions 
to local and State Governments. 

Last year we had ACCESS approved 
by all states and next we aim to have 
our Resting Policy approved as well. 
This will provide guidelines for the 
use of rest areas and help prevent 
rest areas being closed to RVs  due 
to improper use.

The ACC has been asked to attend 
the CIAA Conference in Melbourne 
during February 2015.

We also have members representing 
the Club on the Fraser Coast Coun-
cil Camping Committee and also on 
the Moir Shire. I would like to see 
the club being represented on more 
Council committees when positions 
become available.

Club shop
Cec and Di have again had a very 
successful year as the shop manag-
ers, ably assisted by Graham and 
Kaye Christie. 

Thank you for your continued hard 
work on behalf of the club shop. 

Our turnover was down on last year, 
but in my opinion was still a very 
good outcome.

Cec and Di  have informed the 
Board that they will retire from run-
ning the club shop in June 2016

The “Nomad” and newsletter
Since coming onto the board last 
year Bruce Beausang, with help 
from Chris Lloyd, has done a great 
job developing the electronic news-
letter to keep members informed on 
what is happening at board level. 
We have had some positive feed-
back from members.

On the other hand the cost of print-
ing the “Nomad” and the reduction 
in advertising income is of concern 
to the board. 

At the chairman’s musters I have 
raised this issue with members who 
were there and about 30% indicat-
ed they would be happy to get their 
copy electronically; this is ongo-
ing work for the board and  Alan 
Lazarus.

Alan has done another terrific year 
as editor. I encourage members to 
provide articles for printing in the 
“Nomad”, for example interesting 
places that you have been to or on 
technical and safety topics.

Publicity.
Lionel as ACC Publicity Offi
cer has been providing information 
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to both electronic and print news 
and magazines.

He has also been involved in gen-
erating local media coverage for 
the formation of new branches and 
for this National Muster and AGM  
This has included doing interviews 
with local ABC Stations.

We have developed a good relation-
ship with Caravanning News and 
editor Dennis Amour contacts us 
for comment on RVing issues.

Whenever possible Lionel slips in 
ACC items into his monthly column 
‘On the Wallaby’ in Caravan World 
and will be sending them a report of 
this muster.

It is our relationship with “Caravan 
and Motorhome” Magazine that has 
seen the growth in our club pub-
licity, and ACC now has a regular 
column in the magazine, along with 
being involved in Fred’s videos and 
other articles. Just in the last month 
we have helped four C&M journal-
ists on different topics. I can assure 
members, coming up with an article 
for every issue is not easy and thank 
you to everybody who has helped 
me in providing articles for print, 
especially Veronica Schwarz who 
corrects my work and Ralph Jorden  
for putting words on paper when I 
need help. 

If members would like to help 
in providing articles for our col-
umn, please come and see me.
The Board has approved C&M re-
quest to have an article from them 
to be printed in each issue of the 
Nomad.

Branches
Over the last 12 Months there have 
been six new Branches formed, 
Brisbane Roustabouts, Bushtreck-
kers, Sydney Explorers, River Run-
ners, Limestone Travellers and the 
Suncoast Travellers

Plus there are at least 2 new branch-
es in the pipeline, Townsville and 
Melbourne.

The Branch Support Committee has 
been very busy supporting the for-
mation of Branches and also con-
tacting new members to welcome 
them into the club. They have met 
during the National Muster to de-
velop plans for the next 12 months 
and beyond.

Survey
At the national muster in Mudgee 
we put out a survey for members 
to fill in, the result of this survey 
has been very beneficial to both 
the board and the policy team. As 
Chairman, I have used this informa-
tion many times when representing 
the club. 

At the CRVA Conference, we used 
some of the Survey results as part of 
our Speech. It very interesting the 
number of people from Industry, 
who came to us wanting a copy the 
survey results.

Technical advisory group.
Due to the passing of John Corrall  
and the ill health of Colin Roberts, 
TAG has had a quiet year. 

I am happy to report that Colin is 
recovering slowly but surely and we 
will be appointing more people to 
the group. 

I have had some very good feedback 
from members who have received 
advice from the tag team.

Member benefits marketing 
and promotions
Deb Cohen and Rick Cooper have 
continued to add more to the list of 
member benefits and I encourage 
everyone to look up the website or 
the Nomad to what is available. 

If members do not  make use of what 
we have then business will withdraw 
from the list.

Income from Advertising in the 
“Nomad” and web site has dropped 
off since last year and the Board is 
concerned about the net increase in 
the cost of printing the Nomad.

Stay On Track Outback
The Club is continuing to support 
the Queensland Police goals to re-
duce Accidents involving RVs and  
they are providing articles for the 
“Nomad”

They will be joining us on the same 
site in Inverell at the Camping and 
Fishing show.

Chairman’s Musters
This year we had two Chairman’s 
Musters one in Yarrawonga and one 
in Maryborough and I thank Peter 
and Trevor and their helpers for or-
ganising the Musters. 

We had a total of over 110 units at-
tend - fantastic!

Next year we will be at Lake Cargel-
ligo in March there are 70 powered 
points available and in Kununurra 
in June and already over 40 Units 
have booked in.

The Board.
Again this year has been a very busy 
year for all members of the board, 
we have had three face to face board 
meetings during the year along with 
electronic meetings. 

As chairman I find the face-to-face 
board meetings extremely produc-
tive as well as developing a very co-
hesive team.

Brian Ward is stepping down as a 
director at this AGM and I thank 
Brian for his time and effort he has 
put into the club as a Board Direc-
tor.

As there were only two nominations 
for the two vacant positions on the 
board Deb Cohen has been re-elect-
ed and Maria Minchin has also been 
elected onto the board unopposed. 

Maria will be taking on the respon-
sibilities of branches and member 
retention.

As chairman I very much appreci-
ate the support from the rest of the 
board. Craig for his very good ad-
vice when needed on many issues 
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and good humour, Bruce for his 
ability to put issues in perspective 
and to provide an industry view-
point, Rob for his IT and financial 
expertise along with entertainment, 
Debbie for her commercial and 
marketing skills and Brian for his 
broad knowledge of the Club.

Thank You to all who have helped in 
the last year. I won’t mention names 
as I do not want to forget anyone.

To my wife Sandra thank you for 
your support.

Tom Smith (Chairman)

ooOOoo

Chairman’s Muster
(Max Plumb)

With such a great weekend at Mer-
riwa it was all systems go for those 
able to do the trip to Maryborough 
for the Chairman’s Muster, Valda 
and self being able due to circum-
stances beyond our control like not 
having a home to return to yet. Also 
heading north was secretary elect 
Bill and Fay who were taking a dif-
ferent direction to us.

We were going via Glen Innes to 
visit Valda’s brother who is working 
there with the Roads and Maritime 
services. Heading off towards Scone 
a bad decision was made as a turn-
off said there was a road to Willow 
Tree so that looked like a short cut 
to the New England Highway. A 
lovely tarred road was had for about 
25km then, ohoh, dirt and mud for 
about another 30km and to make 
matters worse it had been raining so 
now you know what the car and van 
looked like at Willow Tree. 

Luckily the rest area had a good 
supply of water so we left their mud 
behind so they couldn’t say we stole 
it. 

Next stop was Tamworth for lunch 
prior to heading off to Barraba and 
booking into the Caravan Park, not 
great but OK for $20 power and wa

ter plus good hot showers and clean 
amenities. A little noisy overnight 
as the park is right on a bend in the 
highway. 

At this point we were still trying to 
get the fridge down on food but the 
club across the road serves good 
meals according to the manager of 
the park.

Fuelled up next morning and head-
ed for Glenn Innes via Bingara 
taking the turn off via Myall Creek  
Station,  a place which is known as 
an area where white settlers killed 
many aboriginals. Even though we 
did not stop this trip as we had al-
ready looked in during the National 
Muster  held at Bingarra. 

On meeting the Gwydir Highway at 
Delungra it was off to Inverell for a 
lunch stop then off to Glenn Innes 
arriving early afternoon booking 
into a Top Tourist Park, $27 for the 
night so Valda could catch up with 
her Brother. This we did at the RSM 
club for pre-dinner drinks then a 
650m walk to a hotel at the other 
end of town for eats, Dennis has the 
place pretty well worked out and 
even though he has only been there 
a couple of years I think the whole 
town knows him. 

Quite a long walk back to the Park 
and with the night starting to cool 
down it was great to get back to the 
van and turn the air on to get warm.

Not an early start next morning as 
the night had turned quite cool and 
ice was everywhere especially on the 
car so it was good to leave a little late 

and let the sun do the warm up. 

Morning tea we stopped at a love-
ly little park in Deepwater then off 
to the Queensland border for lunch 
at Wallangarra. Headed off thru the 
outskirts of Stanthorpe to Warwick 
for fuel and found a Laundromat to 
empty the washing bag then off to 
Clifton sports area for a few nights. 

A big weekend on with football both 
Saturday and Sunday and as the 
weather had turned to showers the 
amenities were not in a very clean 
state with mud and grass clippings 
every where. 

Clifton is a small town but with the 
sports ground only $8 a night it is 
no wonder the place gets well used 
by travellers. With three hotels in 
town a good meal is also served at 
them all.

Leaving Monday after four nights 
of R & R we set off to traverse 
Toowoomba, nearly getting lost as 
road works were in progress thru 
Toowoomba but managed to make 
it stopping at Hampton for the usual 
urgent plus a cuppa. This is a lovely 
little spot and is also a good freebee 
but only in good warm weather as 
there was a cold wind blowing. 

On the road again passing thru 
Crows Nest and heading towards 
Cooyar where we thought we may 
have lunch and stay behind the Ho-
tel, being Monday nothing was open 
for meals so off to Yarraman for 
a WOW factor hot pie. Lunch fin-
ished, off to Nanango booking into 
the Twin Gums Caravan Park $20 a 
night, $2 for the washing machines, 
$3 for a dryer, Valda was in her ele-
ment until the dryer wouldn’t work 
so had to get the park lady to come 
to the rescue.

If any member is going that way 
this is a great spot and well worth 
stopping for a few days as it’s not far 
from Kingaroy and much cheaper.
Fuelled up before leaving and head-
ing towards Maryborough thinking 
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we may stay at a freebee at Bauple 
but after missing the turn because 
of the Garmin lady and finding an-
other road in it was a definite waste 
of time going in there so it was off 
towards Maryborough to find a spot 
for the night prior to next day book-
ing into the showground for the 
Muster. 

Now that we know a little better 
instead of looking for a park we 
should have gone straight to the 
showground as it is open for camp-
ing at $16 a night. We did book into 
a Park but at  $32 it was not worth 
the money.

Next morning a short trip to the 
showground and it was not long 
before Athol & Marie arrived fol-
lowed shortly after by Bill & Fay so 
the small group of Drifters had once 
again caught up. The local branch 
of the ACC (Wide Bay Burnett No-
mads) were doing a great job of get-
ting all on site and with this Muster 
expecting 82 vans this was going to 
be the largest turn out of Members 
for a Chairman’s Muster so far and 
there was more than the first An-
nual Muster of the Club which was 
held at Byron Bay some 7 or 8 years 
ago. 

Tom couldn’t get over it and a lot 
of catching up with old friends and 
making new was to be had.

Thursday morning a local arrived 
with a trailer of wood and a couple 
of braziers so the afternoons were 
spent around the fire for afternoon 
tea and happy hour.

In Maryborough every Thursday is 
market day and they close up two 
blocks of the town near the town hall 
and they have just about anything 
that you could require. Mainly the 
busiest section is without a doubt 
the fruit and vegetable section. 
Valda bought some green bananas 
which were supposed to be ripe in 
3 days, still green after a week with 
no sign of them getting ripe so you 
must be careful with what you buy.

Friday was an easy going day with 
the late comers coming in. A few 
got together with a game of Finska 
to pass the time whilst our ladies 
played rummykin before once more 
the gathering around the fire.

Saturday morning quite a number 
including Valda and self went on a 
car drive to have a look at the latest 
RV Homebase and by the look of it 
somebody has got it right on how 
things should be done. Maybe a lit-
tle expensive but with all the room 
for your RV no matter what plus ex-
cellent living area. Not a lot of work 
to do as all is maintained so for re-
tirement living with an RV it really 
looks the part. 

Nightime was meal time put on by 
the local branch $5 per head with 
sausages, onion, salad, and vegeta-
bles followed by apple pie and ice 
cream. Entertainment was well pre-
sented by Brian Ward on the guitar 
helped by the ACC treasurer/web 
master Rob Tudor making for a live-
ly finish to the night before we were 
kicked out around 9.30.

Not much doing on Sunday morn-
ing other than watching many start-
ing to pack up and leave but in the 
evening a local tour operator did 
a tour of the city during the after-
noon. A great way to see the city and 
learn about the history, a very inter-
esting evening prior to happy hour.

Monday was a big exodus even 
though we were not leaving until 
Tuesday so PM was pack up time, 
say goodbye and bon voyage to 
those that were leaving with good 
luck till we meet again.

Tuesday morning it was hitch up 
again and with Athol & Marie we 
headed off back to Nanango for an-
other night. Bill & Fay to Hervey 
Bay for a few nights. Athol & Ma-
rie were going to stay for a second 
night but our schedule was getting 
a little tight as we were to spend the 
weekend in Glenreagh a small town 
between Grafton & Coffs Harbour. 

Next day we headed off to see how 
far we could go in strong winds, of 
course head on and mainly up hill 
so fuel consumption went south but 
after a reasonable time we reached 
Tenterfield and with the air quite 
chilly booked into the Tenterfield 
Lodge Caravan Park which is a long 
way off the Highway up near the old 
railway station. 

Quite a cold and frosty night with a 
lot of  ice on the car and van next 
morning. 

Left Tenterfield at a reasonable time 
heading for Casino and the Motor 
Village but will find somewhere else 
next time in Casino as the only dis-
count now is CMCA or Big Four. 
They do not want to know about any 
other club as the ACC is now not on 
their listing. 

Another shock next morning to 
wake to ice on the windscreen. Left 
a little late moved on to Grafton for 
a well earned cuppa, then after get-
ting a full tank of fuel for a change 
we travelled on to  Glenreagh for 
the weekend. Hadn’t seen this lovely 
lady for a while so good to catch up. 

Very cold nights and frosty morn-
ings but as all good things must 
come to an end, and we departed 
Monday morning heading closer to 
whatever we may find. 

Called in at Harrington (Oxley An-
chorage Caravan Park) opposite the 
bowling club for a night to find new 
people in charge and doing quite a 
few repairs so maybe a good place 
to go for a Muster shortly. 

The club must have changed cooks 
also as we had dinner there, very 
good and quite reasonable.

Great to wake next morning and 
NO FROST quite a surprise after 
the last few days. Came on back 
to the Village to find nothing has 
changed so our van is still our home 
for goodness knows how long, get-
ting to Valda at the moment and the 
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stress point is a little high but hope-
fully we could be back by the end of 
the month but we are not holding 
our breath. 

So here we are once again, at the 
Budgewoi Caravan Park with new 
Management Staff as a changeover 
occurred on the 1st July, not as good 
as the girls that were here before and 
with an empty park we are jammed 
into the worst spot in the park.

That’s enough of my ramblings but 
we did have a wonderful time away 
and now looking forward to our 
next Muster at JIMMY’S BEACH 
(Hawks Nest area) meeting up with 
all the Drifters once more at this  
great spot close to the water and 
beach.

ooOOoo

Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads

Lake Monduran Muster
(Bob & Cherie Kernke)

The Lake Monduran Holiday Park 
(20km north of Gin Gin) was the 
venue for the WBBN muster.  Ear-
ly arrivals were Kev and Cheryl 
Callaghan and John and Beryl Sill-
er arriving on the Sunday . Then
following the Camping/Caravan 
Show in Maryborough, Trevor and 
Lorraine Owens, John and Narelle 
Hoffmann, Ian and Jenny Rehren 
arrived on the Monday for a well 
earned rest . They were joined by 
Barry and Denise Reeves, (A.C.C. 
members from Tasmania) for happy 
hour.

On Wednesday new WBBN branch 
members Graham and Jenny McLu-
cas from Bundaberg, visiting ACC.
members Roy and Diane Noble 
from Burrum Heads and Derek and 
Brenda Wheeler from Hervey Bay 
all arrived for the muster. 

Also joining us for happy hour were 
Henrik and Karen Madsen, ACC.
members from Westwood near 
Rockhampton and Ron and Bet-

ty Southern (friends of John and 
Narelle) from Maryborough who 
called in for the night.

Thursday arrivals included John and 
Rose Tsakisiris, Ray, Bev and Coco 
Cornall, Marge Pressler and Robbie 
Nelson, Neil Robinson and Cheryl 
Brackin and Bob and Cherie Kern-
ke. As the afternoon progressed the 
weather deteriorated, raining over-
night.

Friday, ACC guests arriving today 
were Brian and Julianne Tucker, 
Joan Brazier and Diane Braddock. 
Welcome to the five local ACC.

guests who all signed up as new 
branch members over the weekend.

With a total of 16 vans for the 
muster we started off with a 
very overcast day with regu-
lar showers  and a cold wind.
We all met for morning tea, which 
was good with  hot coffee/tea and 
cake made by Trevor and Lor-
raine in the camp oven. As the rain 
cleared after morning tea a few were 
out walking in the park or up to the 
dam wall.

Saturday the weather improved. 
After morning tea and the branch 
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meeting, a group gathered for two 
games of Klop, with lots of fun and 
laughter. Both games were won by 
Bob Kernke.

The evening communal dinner Sat-
urday night was for everyone to 
bring a dish “made with mince” to 
share. There was a wonderful vari-
ety of meals with bread sticks sup-
plied and two dampers made by 
Trevor and Lorraine in their camp 
oven, followed by dessert of syrup 
pudding made by Jenny and Narelle 
and custard.  

Helen and Mal Baker and Ian and 
Dianne Reid from Moreton Bay 
Drifters were able to join us for the 
evening meal and they supplied a 
tart and cheesecake.  The get togeth-
er and great meals were enjoyed by 
everyone.

Sunday, Ian Rehren out on his 
morning walk saw a splash in the la-
goon and found three platypus hav-
ing their morning swim, a good way 
to start the day. John and Rose went 
later in the morning for their walk a 
saw a great variety of birds, ducks, 
kangaroos and lovely scenery but no 
platypus.

We all met for morning tea followed 
by a fun time with the raffle and 
trivia, which ended in a tie. The tie 
breaker was another tie but was fi-
nally won by Trevor and Lorraine. 

The group photo was taken with our 
new members and ACC visitors and 

Coco.

A group of specta-
tors and players gath-
ered for two games of 
Klop.  Bob added a lit-
tle extra performance 
to the first game by 
chasing the baton 
rolling down the hill, 
with his body going 
faster than his feet re-
sulting in this graceful 
swan dive and a slide 
with both hands out 
front. He quickly got 
up with the hope that 

no-one saw him. – There was a lot 
of laughter but no camera, then we 
thought we should see if he was ok.  
All was well.  Guess who went on to 
win the first game? Bob. 

The second game was won by Lor-
raine, a lot more graciously, may I 
add.

During the weekend some went for 
drives to look around the beautiful 
area and to Gin Gin which was only 
20 km away.

With a great muster weekend com-
ing to an end, a few left for home 
after trivia and the group photo, 
with  the remainder leaving Mon-
day morning. Neil and Cheryl are 
going on to Cairns from this muster 
and Graham and Jenny heading to 
Gladstone.

Happy hour on Sunday was around 
a camp fire with Ian trying to toast, 
but cremating, marshmallows for 
everyone with a few brave enough 
to try them. A few decided to cook 
potatoes etc. in the coals for their 
meal. 

A great way to end a good muster.
We all look forward to catching 
up with everyone again at the next 
muster, in Tin Can Bay.

ooOOoo

Hunter Ramblers
Running of the Fleece

(Kevin Coleman)

All accommodation and sites were 
booked out in the host town of Mer-
riwa so we opted to base ourselves at 
the Cassilis Bowling Club and Cara-
van Park.... what a great decision !!! 

Cassilis is a small Hunter Valley 
town (pop’ about 60) 1.5 kms off the 
Golden Highway which connects 
Dubbo and Newcastle. To help try 
and overcome the downturn in the 
local rural economy, the Cassilis 
Bowling Club manages a caravan 
park sited in the showground next 
door.

Twenty three vans arrived from 
Wednesday to Friday and were 

pleased to be able to access both 
power and water and a new ameni-
ties block for the grand sum of $8 a 
night (generously discounted from 
the usual $10 by the Bowling Club 
because of our  numbers).

The locals could not do enough for 
us during the whole period of our 
stay. They were a great example of 
country hospitality and appreciat-

That’s not a fire....

Now that’s a fire...
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ed the contribution caravan groups 
such as ours can make in help-
ing their Club and town survive.    
Seeing our small “choofer” fire 
buckets, the Bowlo president said 
“That’s not a fire..I’ll get you a real 
fire”.... half an hour later he arrived 
back in his ute with a fire bucket 
about 1.5 metres across and 700mm 
deep and off loaded it in the centre 
of our circled wagons....then his son 
arrived with a ute load of freshly cut 
logs...(they kept an eye on our sup-
ply and dropped a further two loads 
over the next three days).

The Bowling Club opens from 
5.00pm to 7.00pm each evening but 
gratefully stayed open for nine of 
our hardy tragic “Blue”  members to 
watch the first State of Origin match.

At any time during our stay the lo-
cals were only too happy  to have a 
chat and to answer our questions 
about local history and activities 
and occasionally dropped in to 
make sure everything was OK.

On Saturday, a chilly overcast day 
greeted us as we donned our red 
socks and headed through the fog  
towards Merriwa to join the festiv-
ities of the “Running of the Fleeces”. 
This celebration of all things ovine  
is held annually in the small country 
town of Merriwa NSW  on the June 

Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend. 

Although some were a little sheep-
ish about it,  red woollen socks were 
mandatory “ewe”niform  for the 43 
Hunter “Ram”blers as we wanted 
to make sure that we blended in.. 
rumour had it that the sheep tak-
ing part in the running of the fleec-
es would all be wearing red socks.

Despite the occasional misty driz-
zle, a great day was had by all as we 
joined over 3000 others who had 
flocked to Merriwa to join in the 
activities. The main street was bor-
dered on either side with a variety of 
stalls selling all manner of items and 

at the centre crossroads a mobile 
shearing “shed” gave continuous 
demonstrations of blade and me-
chanical shearing. Just up one side 
street in the old School of Arts, local 
quilters had a wonderful display of 
patchwork and quilts.

Lovers of working dogs had the 
opportunity to see demonstrations 
and competition in sheep dog trials 
at the local showground. A dog high 
jumping competition in the main 
street was also a crowd pleaser. 

Horsey types were well and tru-
ly catered for by a strong turn out 
and very competitive round of the 
National Camp Drafting and stock 
horse championships at the rodeo 
ground.
A large turn out from the Hunter 
Classic and Vintage Car Club pro-

vided rev- heads with a glimpse 
at some spectacular old cars, 
trucks and bikes along with some 
great old tractors and station-
ary engines all plugging away.

Hungry tummies were well catered 
for... at the local CWA hall in the 
main street you could get two huge 
homemade scones, jam and cream 
and cappuccino for a princely $4, 
and footpath stalls sold roasted local 
lamb and mint jelly rolls, or skew-
ered Baa.B.Q. lamb, lamb burgers, 
lambingtons,  as well as all the usual 
“sanger sangos” etc. 

Around mid day a large crowd gath-
ered down either side of the street   

to watch the mob of about 200 sheep 
do their thing down the main street 
in their red socks... and very well 
behaved they were too. This was 
followed by a parade of floats, some 
magnificent horses and groups from 
the many local organisations.

Having been fleeced of all their 
money, The Ramblers mob did a 
quick “ewe” turn at the bottom of 
the street and  made their way back 
to camp for the obligatory campfire 

Ramblers Graeme and Juanita tried 
to blend in with the locals.

Rambler Jenny with the orphaned 
lamb, ”Merri”,  she found at 
the local Op Shop and adopted.

Rambler Kevin was still hungry 
so “Merri” the lamb had to go.
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happy hour (or two) before making 
their way over to the Cassilis Bowl-
ing Club where the directors had 
specially opened the dining room 
and bar to put on a sumptuous roast 
dinner. 
Sunday dawned bright and clear and 
after a campfire cuppa a group of us 
took an escorted town walking tour 
with Tracy a willing local volunteer. 

A visit to the 1830’s police station 
and court house (now the local post 

office and shop which opens just 
two hours a day), local historical 
cemeteries and the old stone con-
vict built hotel (now vacant) gave us 
an insight into Cassilis’s vibrant past 
and dubious future. Much of the lo-
cal farmland..thousands of acres.. 
has been bought up by mining com-
panies for future coal operations 
and currently lie vacant,  while a 
large wind farm is planned to be 
constructed not far out of town to 
the northwest.

After lunch the President of the 
Bowling Club and local cockey, 
Kevin, arranged for us to visit the 
“big shed” on the property “Ballan-
tyne”.  A short drive out of town and  
through the property brought us to 
an awe-inspiring timber woolshed 
of huge proportions. 

Built in the 1850’s on what was then 
“Cassilis Station” this shed stands 

like a wooden cathedral and a real 
testament to the perseverance and 
skills of our pioneers. Built without 
a single steel nail or bolt and sup-
ported by 30 huge  free standing  
hand- hewn Iron Bark trunks on 
timber cross piers just laying on the 
ground, the shed has resisted storm 
and tempest for over 160 years.

Owner of the property, Nick, came 
down from the homestead and ex-
plained the history of the shed and 

explained the difficulties and costs 
of trying to maintain it for future 
generations to see and admire. 

It had been built by “Ticket of Leav-

ers” and the hand hewn Iron Bark 
posts brought by bullock dray from 
5 miles away. Around the shed were 
signs of the blade shearing days, 
such as the remains of  leather strap 
“pockets” on the poles which used 
to hold the hand shed.
 

From the days that 70,000 sheep 
were shorn there,  only 800 cross 
bred “killers” are on the property 
which now runs cattle and 1200acres 
of crop. 

After a very interesting and infor-
mative day our aptly named leader 
John Shepherd got us yarded and 
took a head count...though Ram-
blers Martin and Greg got a little 
worried  when they overheard him 
say something about “marking” and 
“crutching”.

The usual campfire happy hour was 
followed by a camp oven dinner for 
some after which  Rambler Vince 
entertained with the guitar and a 
muster sing-a-long aided by a few 
warming Ports to ward off the eve-
ning chill.

A frosty Monday morning saw most 
of the crew packing up and heading 
for home. Those staying on enjoyed 
a four day tag-a-long over the rang-
es and out through Condobolin and  
the central west.

All agreed it was a great muster 
made all the better by the wonderful 
hospitality and friendliness of the 
people of Cassilis... we will be back. 
 

ooOOoo

Murray River 
Ramblers

Barham Muster
(Phil Griffiths)

Our 13th Muster was held at Bar-
ham with a few members arriving 
on Thursday, and the rest by Friday.

There were 18 members booked in, 
in total, which included new mem-
bers Daryl & Jill Howard  

“Och Aye...You don’t have to be 
mad to be Hunter Rambler...but 
???!!!”  Just ask Ramblers Dora (ra-
bid Roosters supporter) and Bernie
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The first activity was a game of disc 
bowls - hilarious!  Friday Night hap-
py hour started courtesy of the C/P 
owners, then some members went 
to the club for dinner and raffle.   

Saturday morning kicked off with 
the Branch Meeting, following 
which there was an afternoon tea 
at the Riverside Cafe, at which we 
were joined by some Southern No-
mads. (They were staying at another 

nearby caravan park). A great social 
outing.

On return to C/P it was time to get 
the “Op Shop Formal’’ under way,  
with a BBQ tea in the camp Kitch-
en, which was put together by Kaye.

Most members were able to partic-
ipate in the formal and it was quite 
spectacular. It was a great evening in 
front of the big Camp Kitchen Fire. 

Sunday morning the traditional Egg 
and Bacon breakfast was enjoyed by 
all. 

By 10.30am most members had left 
to go home, though some stayed on 
until Tuesday.  

So ended another great muster, and 
a big thanks to Kaye Hockingfor her 
great effort as muster coordinator.  

ooOOoo
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Photography
Competition

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not en-
ter the ACC Photography Competi-
tion and show off your masterpieces 
to an appreciative audience!

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and se-
lect “Join Group”. You only have to 
do this once.

To post an image, go to the “Month-
ly Photo Competition” group, select 
the  current Competition Album 
(e.g. January Competition” and sim-
ply post your image.

All members have the chance to vote 

for the picture they think is the best, 
by clicking on the “like” or “don’t 
like” buttons that appear on each 
picture. At the end of the month the 
winner is the picture with the most 
“likes”. 

As well as the monthly competition, 
there is also a quarterly competition.

The monthly winner gets to nom-
inate the picture subject for the 
month after next (e.g. January’s 
winner  nominates the subject for 
the March competition, and so on). 
Each month’s winner then goes into 
the quarterly W00015 competition, 
with the overall winner receiving a 
BEST water Filter—kindly donated 
by Colin Hopgood. Monthly win-
ning entries will also be published 
in the Nomad.

Don’t be mistaken—this is no 
easy contest—just check out the 
entries received so far, the quality 

of some would rival the works of 
many professional photographers!
There are some really talented peo-
ple out there in ACC-land.

Pictured are the winning entries for 
February, March, and April as nom-
inated by you. (You did vote, didn’t 
you?)

So go to it! Get clicking away and 
show us what you, and your trusty 
camera are capable of. Might even 
be a good idea to dig out the hand-
book that came with your camera to 
ensure that you are getting the best 
from the little beast. When I worked 
for a living we had an acronym 
“RTFM” (Read the flaming’ man-
ual!) You never know, you might 
learn a thing or two!

(Tip: You can vote for your own 
photo’s—how cool is that!)

ooOOoo

The theme for August was “Churches”. Bello really captured the theme with his “Bush Church”image.
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Great wildflower shot by Neil to win the September theme of “Wildflowers”.

During October we needed something “Weird & Wonderfull”, Neil did it again!
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Come See Us At Our New Location

For All Your Caravan & Trailer
Parts & Accessories

OVER
40 YEARS

IN THE
INDUSTRY

OVER
40 YEARS

IN THE
INDUSTRY

Caravan 
Accessories

2 Zenith Rd, Dandenong South VIC 3175 (03) 9794 7977

WORKSHOP

We offer ACC Members 
an in store discount

YOUR EXPERTS IN SERVICING AND FITTINGS
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Murray River 
Ramblers

Yarrawonga Muster
(Phil & Gloria Griffiths)

A combined muster, and our turn to 
play host to the Border Hoppers

The muster kicked off with a game of 
Disc Bowls, brought along by MRR 
members Peter & Barbara. This was 
followed up by happy hour. 

After the evening meal it was time 
for fun, fellowship & games. There 
was 3 games of Mexican trains 
played at once & judging by the 
noise it was enjoyed by all, other 
members played cards, it was a great 
evening.

Saturday, at 1pm it was time for the 
big event of the muster - the Mini 
Olympics organised by MRR mus-
ter coordinadator Kaye Hocking.

Nine different games were played  
- Disc Bowls, Klop, Two-up, Golf 
Fling, Bounce-Ball, Hookey, Golf 
Putting, Darts & Boules. 

There were nine teams of 4 mem-
bers, each game was played for 5 
minutes and points scored for each 
game. Teams came up with some 
interesting names like 3&1, Gor-
don’s Groupies, The Scrubbers, No 
Hopers, Triers, Enigmas, Mixed 
Foursome & Positive Thinkers. The 
games were played with a lot of fun, 
effort & sweat the final winning 
team was 3&1. Then it was time for 
a well earned rest with Happy Hour.

The evening meal in the fully en-
closed camp kitchen, which is a 
great venue. The meal was soup & 
casseroles made by MRR & sweets 
made by BH. The evening conclud-
ed with a raffle.

Sunday morning kicked off with 
a cooked breakfast done by MRR, 
followed by pack-up, ready for the 
homeward journey.

ooOOoo
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Capricornia Tourers
Millmerran Camp 

Oven Festival
(Rhonda Ollifent)

Most of those that were heading off 
to the Festival departed on Monday 
29th September with our first over-
night camp at the Showgrounds of 
Miles. This is where Rod and Val 
Witt along with Kelvin and Chris-
tine Hansen arrived well ahead of 
Steve and Rhonda Olifent, who 
struck a brake problem on their 
van. This delayed them getting away 
from Gracemere till about 3.30pm. 
With already having organized to 
meet up at Miles, the Olifent’s trav-
elled well into the night arriving 
at about 10.30pm. (Val, could now 
“sleep soundly” know that all were 
safe and tucked up in bed).

Tuesday morning resulted in Witt’s 
and Hansen’s travelling together 
and heading off on their merry way. 

Olifent’s depart 
some hours af-
ter, as having 
arrived late the 
night before had 
put the body 
clock out of 
sync.
 

Stopping off at 
Chinchilla to 
refuel and have 
morning tea we 
took off for Dal-
by. This is where 
some went via 
To o w o o m b a 
and the Olifent’s 
turned right and 
headed for Ce-
cil Plains plan-
ning to meet up 
with the Rigby’s.  
However the 
Rigby’s  were a 
little way behind 
and where plan-
ning to meet up 
with their other 

guests at Cecil Plains. So with no 
more to do, hit the road again for 
Millmerran.

Arriving at Millmerran Show-
grounds about 2.00pm the Witt’s 
and Hansen’s were well and truly 
set up in pole position at the Camp 

Oven Festival Camp Grounds. With 
nothing left to do, we set about set-
ting up camp and getting ready for 
the first Happy Hour of the week. 
Yeppie!!! And then not soon after 
Bernie Franklin and Des Brown ar-
rived, filled their tanks with water 
and then set about making home 
for a week.

By the time Wednesday lunch came 
around, Des and Di Rigby with their 
first lot of guests Mel and Carolyn 
had arrived and were now in the 
process of setting up their camps for 
the weeks activities. Des Rigby and 
the rest of the crew were ALL pretty 
stoked with the POLE POSITION 
that we scored at the camp grounds.  
Just across from the Heritage Bank 
Courtesy Bus stop and the all im-
portant shower and toilet block.

On Wednesday a bus tour had been 
organized by the Cecil Plains Prog-
ress and Recreation and Tourism 
group for a day trip to Cecil Plains.  
Both Christine, Kelvin and Bernie 
and Des took off on this adventure 
of a “life time”. The bus lead them on 
a right old merry go round, making 
a U turn in town and then putting 
them onto the right track. The high-
light was the morning tea, and lunch 
and entry into sites, but also the info 
that one of the locals pass on about 
the area.
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No Club activities where orga-
nized as it was felt that being a 
festival there would be plenty of 
things happening and things to do 
to keep everyone interested. In a 
way this was true come Friday.
 

Des Rigby, his mate and brother all 
took the opportunity to have some 
“camp oven cooking skills” taught 
to them Friday morning.  We know 
that the girls in that camp did not 
have to prepare dinner that night, 
thanks to the effort of each of the 
fellows.

Friday night was when the action 
stepped up a notch, with centre 
stage providing the platform for 
those game enough to step up to the 
mike and give it a go.  Some sang, 
some tried to be poets and others 
decided a joke or two were in order.
 

The Festival activities where now 
in full swing.  You had Ranger Nick 
giving advice on how to cook in a 
camp oven, then The Cast Iron Boys 
parting some of their knowledge as 
well.  Then to speed things up - mini 
pig races, pack horse demonstra-
tions, working dogs (Jazz and Becky 

failed here),  Poets Breakfast, music 
at the centre stage and the monster 
tractor pulls.
 

Out the back was Rod Sheenhan 
demonstrating his skills in using a 
chainsaw to created a few different 
carvings.
 For the ladies if they were so in-
clined, the market stalls had many 
things to delight. From hats, belts, 
and even LED lights, you could buy 
local olive oil, honey and then for 

the sweet tooth local fudge. Now 
that was nice.  If you wanted to take 
home the Official Camp Oven, this 
too was available for you to pur-
chase. But Kelvin found the Straw-
berry ice cream much to his liking.

The crowds at the 9th Camp Oven 
Festival where slightly down on 
previous years. But you would not 
believe so when looking around 
and seeing how many vans, tents 
or motorhome where in the camp 

grounds.
 

They estimate about 1200 vans/
campers where at this year’s event 
and of that, Capricornia Tourers 
had 5 vans and 2 guests. That is 
a wonderful turnout for an event 
some 700kms and 8 hours away for 
this Club.

 

The programme for Saturday and 
Sunday was pretty much the same 
but at different times.  Olifent’s de-
parted company on Sunday  whilst 
the rest of the remaining mem-
bers enjoyed the festivities.  Rigby’s 
where heading further south after 
the Camp Oven Festival, whilst 
Witt’s, Hansen’s, Brown, and Frank-
lin traveled their own paths back 
home leaving the event on Tuesday.

To all that participated, many thanks 
for making the effort to travel such 
a distance.  It was a great week and 
with POLE POSITION, who could 
not have asked for more.

 
ooOOoo

Environmental
Cockroach Trap

(Gordon Rollinson)

Do you detest cockroaches.  I do.  I 
was told about this cocky trap many 
years ago and now I always have 
some around the house and in var-
ious spots in the shed.  I even put a 
couple in the caravan when it is not 
in use.  

The trap sounds ridiculously simple 
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yet it works very successfully.   Just 
try it and you will be surprised at 
the results, but bear in mind that 
it will only catch them if there are 
some about.  
All you need is an emp-
ty margarine / butter 
container. When you 
finish with a contain-
er, instead of throw-
ing it in the bin just 
throw the lid away and 
place the container in 
some dark area where 
you may have seen 
some cockies running 
around, i.e. in the cup-
board under the sink 
near the rubbish bin.   

Remember, don’t wash 
it out, they don’t have 
a preference for a particular brand.  
It’s the residue of the margarine / 
butter that attracts the cockies and 
the greasy sides of the container 
prevents them from crawling out 

and escaping.  

If you really want to spoil the nasties 
then shout them a nip of fortified 
wine [port is good] as an enticer.  
Just tip about a couple of teaspoons 

of the wine into the container and 
swirl it about.  It’s the sugary residue 
that helps to entice them.   

When you have caught some just 

place the container in the direct 
sunlight and they will die.  Empty 
them into the rubbish bin, add some 
more port and away you go again.  If 
you want to you may prefer to throw 

out  the used one and 
start again with a new 
container. 

They don’t seem to warn 
their brothers and sis-
ters of the danger be-
cause sometimes during 
a plague you can get up 
to a third of a container 
full and they just keep 
piling up one on top of 
the other.  

If the container runs out 
of margarine / butter on 
the bottom and sides of 
the container [as in the 

photo], then add some new stuff 
and rub it around the container, add 
some port and hey presto you have 
a new trap.
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Limestone Coasters
Harrow Muster

(Vickie Lomman)

WOW What a fantastic weekend, 
we have had in Harrow. This sleepy 
little town sure has a lot to offer.

Fantastic weather and great com-
pany with 14 vans and 1 vehicle at-
tending. The best turn out yet. 

We have gained 5 new members 
with 2 more taking home the paper-
work to complete.

We enjoyed an easy day on Saturday 

with a nice stroll through the histor-
ical township looking through the 
old buildings and memorabilia that 
there was to offer. The towns peo-
ple were always more than happy to 
chat and very accommodating. 

It is hard to comprehend that a fam-
ily with 10 children grew up in the 
small yellow cottage near the jail. 
The kids of that time must have 
spent most of their time outdoors a 
lot of the time. 

A raffle was run with Don Winton 
winning first prize of a cast iron 
frypan and second prize was won 

by Fay Longbottom of a crocheted 
knee rug kindly made and donated 
by the very talented Heather Lang-
don - Thank you Heather.

We enjoyed a pooled tea followed by 
marshmallows and a laugh around 
the camp fire.

Sunday morning we enjoyed egg 
and bacon sandwiches and a game 
of Finska with Kevin’s team being 
the Harrow Champions. 

We are looking forward to the next 
one.

ooOOoo
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Bayside Wanderers
Euroa Muster

(Mavis Parsons)

Arriving at the Euroa Caravan Park 
at 9.30 Wednesday morning, we 
were soon joined by two caravans 
from The Bayside Wanderers and 
one van from the Southern Nomads.

By Thursday most of the group were 
here and it was great catching up 
with the news and trips of our cara-
vanning friends.

The park is attractive with the river-
side sites, green grass and a bridge 
joining the two sections of the park.

We were pleased to welcome new 
members, Trish, Peter, Russell and 
Heather.

Quite a few of us went into the town 
Friday morning to explore, visiting 
the op shops, and signing a petition 
to get more public hospital beds 
here.

Friday evening Happy hour wel-
comed our new members and 
outlined the weekend’s activities. 
Members were also set a task to be 
completed by Happy Hour on Sat-
urday. This task was to view 26 pho-
tos or illustrations depicting pop-
ular phrases or idioms and write 
down the answers to them. This was 
to be a warm up exercise for the 
team game to be played on Saturday 
evening.

Saturday we all headed off to Violet 

town to the largest market in Vic-
toria. This is an excellent market 
with crafts, fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles, cakes, breads, sauces and many 
home made delicacies including 
wines and cheese.

There were so many people there it 
was hard to get around some areas. 
Quite a few of us found one another 
at the football and netball club can-
teen and had morning tea together 
before returning to the park with 
our large variety of purchases.

The afternoon was relaxed with a 
few people playing one of our latest 
outdoor games Ladder Golf. or just 
sitting in the sun chatting, as the 
weather has been sunny days with 
cool nights.

At 5 pm we met in the cottage for 
Happy Hour and our main week-
end activities. The first thing to do 
was to reveal the answers to the task 
of pictorial phrases and there were 
sighs and groans when some of the 
trickier ones were revealed. The 
winners were Sean who took out the 
prize for men and Narelle who won 
the prize for women.

As people arrived they purchased 
tickets for the prizes that were up 
for grabs. We had some generous 
donations from the Euroa commu-
nity, including a good bottle of lo-
cal wine, from Burton’s IGA liquor, 
a barbecue meat tray from Smith 
Family Butchers and two packets 
of paper soap and a stubby holder 

from Treasures on Binney, a gift and 
material shop. We thank these busi-
nesses for their support and I believe 
these stores were well patronised by 
the group during the muster. 

Those attending then formed Teams, 
The Eggheads, The Wombats, The 
Football Tragics and What’s our 
Name.Yours truly gave them a series 
of 15 Brain Teaser Trivia questions, 
which had the brain cells creaking. 
Told to think outside the box, some 
overdid it a little. 

To give brains a rest we drew the 
tickets for the 12 prizes and those 
drawn could choose their gift and it 
was pleasing to see some new mem-
bers winning a prize.

Back to the Brain Teasers to put 
the teams out of their misery and 
let them know the answers, we had 
a tie in the result and after a sharp 
contest with tie breaker questions, 
“What’s our Name” team won the 
night against the competitive “Egg-
heads”

It was a fun evening that continued 
after dinner with a few returning to 
play cards.

Sunday morning saw a few early ris-
ers heading to the Camp Kitchen to 
set up and prepare a cooked break-
fast for everyone.

For $2 per head a breakfast of ba-
con, eggs, toast, tea and coffee was 
prepared with help from Brett, Tony 
and supervisor Ian. Shona added 
baked beans to the menu and Di-
anne fresh fruit. Thank you to all 
who assisted with setting up and 
cleaning up.
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After breakfast we farewelled a 
couple of our friends and then had 
a mixed day of playing outdoor 
games, Kub and Bocce, or just en-
joying the sunshine and a chat.

Ian tried his hand at fishing over 
the weekend and caught 2 Redfin, 
which were returned to the water.

Late Sunday afternoon we gathered 
by the river with our self cooked 
dinners and had a dinner/ happy 
hour together. Once more a small 
group played cards in the evening 
in the cottage that was organised for 
our use during the muster.

Monday morning saw some more 
friends head home and the rest of us 
enjoyed a lazy day. 

We were delighted to have a visit 
from Dennis and Helen from the 
Southern Nomads and enjoyed a 
scones jam and cream afternoon 
tea, thanks to Mary.

The card group had their last game 
of cards tonight, before most of us 
headed home or on other trips on 
Tuesday.

We had 23 people in attendance and 

the weather was kind.

We ask you to support the business-
es that supported our club this week-
end when you next pass through 
Euroa. We found it to be a friendly 
town with people stopping us and 
asking us where we were from when 
we wore our badges.

Thank you to those who attended 
and turned the muster into a great 
weekend together.

ooOOoo

Southern Highlanders
Hartwood & Beyond

(Myra & Keith Males)

Our first night on the road was 
spent at the Richmond, NSW Club 
carpark/caravan area with Hank & 
Dina Jager.   There were a dozen or 
more vans and motor homes in the 
area for the night.   Costs you $5 to 
join the Club for the year and you 
can park there for nothing (small 
charge if you need power).   3 nights 
max stay and there are toilets and 
showers.

Following a wet night we headed 
off to Hill End and spent a couple 
of nights in the small town park.   
Quite a few fossickers set up for sev-
eral weeks stay.   The small town is 
very interesting and was splendid in 
its autumn colours.  The hamburg-
ers in the pub weren’t bad either!

Gulgong Showground was already 
busy with caravans and motor 

homes by the time we arrived the 
following day, mostly folk on their 
way to Hartwood and after stocking 
up with bits and pieces and refuel-
ling we set off the following morn-
ing to claim ‘our site’ for the week.   
After setting up camp and the nec-
essary wood gathering it was time to 
commence the week’s relaxation!

At Hartwood we were:   Jagers, Pear-
sons, Palmers, Favelles, Wightmans, 
Males, Wilsons, Wells and Noni.

A visit to Coolah was necessary 
on Wednesday to stock up for the 
weekend, do washing and an op-
portunity for a pub lunch which 
we shared with a few hundred flies.   
Most went to the campfire at night 
to hear Peter Horan, those who 
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didn’t made sure the fire didn’t go 
out in their absence. 

The weather was great for the en-
tire week, the musos were good and 
camp fire cooking -  YUM.   We 
enjoyed a community meal one 
evening around the campfire.   On 
Good Friday there was the usual 
opening concert by Paul McCleod 
joined by Roydon Donohue and 
Marie Hodson.  Not sure how many 
caravans there were, but as usual it 
was a vast sea of white!

During our week’s stopover, Dave 
kept us supplied with firewood 
which kept a constant supply of hot 
water for those needing it etc.   We 
had problems with our solar pow-
er supply which kept the menfolk 
scratching heads for quite a while 
but were unable to come up with 
the answer.

Quote of the week:   following Ted’s 
comment that he and Mavis had 
been married for 58 years, Keith 
asked them how long until their 
60th!!

Easter Monday we all took off in 
different directions reluctant to 
leave such a lovely environment, 
some heading back home and oth-
ers off to Gunnedah with the Jagers 
and us heading to Barraba.  Barraba 
has a nice little caravan park but the 
town has sadly declined, however, 
we visited the local bowling club for 
a meal, not sure if the Chinese staff 
had had a row but they were cer-
tainly not friendly!

Next day we headed north to In-
verell where we met up with Chair-
man Tom who directed us to an auto 
electrician who kindly dropped ev-
erything to diagnose and fix up our 
solar problem, which was a faulty 
controller.  At this point Dina and 
Hank decided to head for home and 
we carried on to Tom’s farm ‘This-
tlebank”, nr Tingha for a very de-
lightful two day farmstay stopover.

Leaving Tingha we headed back to 

Bingara and across the Nandewar 
Ranges to Narrabri before rejoin-
ing the remaining members of our 
group at Boggabri for the Drovers’ 
Weekend, which Barry is going to 
report on.

Report continued by Barry Palmer:

Following, by all reports, one of the 
best Hartwoods ever, three of our 
group, Chris and Leonie  Pearson, 
Ted and Mavis Favelle and Barry 
and Jan Palmer continued on to 
Gunnedah Caravan Park for three 
nights to catch up on washing etc 
after a week of camping. Keith and 
Myra Males went to Chairman 
Tom’s for a very enjoyable farm stay, 
made all the more so because Tom 
was able to arrange to get Keith’s so-
lar problems sorted.

The three of us then went to Bog-
gabri Showground for the Boggabri 
Drover’s Campfire weekend, where 
we were joined once again by Keith 
and Myra. This weekend is orga-
nized and conducted by the local 
Lions Club and has been held an-
nually for the past nine years. We 
attended the first of these at which 
there were twenty seven units. This 
year they were expecting approx-
imately four hundred. On arriv-
al, registration was very quick and 
well  organized and we were then 
shown to our site by one of the vol-
unteers. There were facilities spread 
around (some very rustic) and a wa-
ter truck came around to fill your 
tanks. There are market stalls, ex-
cursions, ground events, entertain-
ment and food available. Although 
there were limited activities on the 
Thursday and Friday, Saturday was 
really jumping. Sunday things start-

ed to wind down with many people 
leaving. All in all it was an enjoyable 
few days and the Lion’s Club and all 
volunteers should be congratulated 
for their efforts.

We left on Monday morning and 
went to Lake Keepit, stopping at 
Gunnedah on the way. At Lake 
Keepit the Pearson’s and Palmer’s 
stayed on powered sites while the 
Favelle’s and Males’s had to stay off 
power owing to them having their 
canine friends with them. They 
even had Chairman Tom and wife 
Sandra spend a night with them on 
their way through to Yarrawonga. 
While here Keith managed to break 
a tooth  which was a bit of a worry.

From here the Palmers and Pear-
sons spent a night with friends at 
Kootingal and then went to Apsley 
Gorge Campground in the Oxley 
Wild Rivers National Park for one 
night. This is a beautiful spot with 
individual sites, picnic tables, fire-
wood, fire pits and BBQ’s and flush-
ing loos. There are also several good 
walks from here. The others went to 
Walcha Caravan Park for two nights 
as they are not allowed to take their 
pets to the National Park. While 
travelling through Tamworth Keith 
called in and had his tooth fixed. 
While at Walcha Bonnie had to go 
to the vet as she was, and had been 
for a while, feeling poorly. It turned 
out to be an expensive muster for 
Keith and Myra but should look 
good on the travel expenses sheet.

After leaving Walcha the next stop 
was along Thunderbolt’s Way to 
Bretti Reserve near Gloucester. 
The surface of the road is such that 
I doubt Thunderbolt would even 
take his horse along it. This was bad 
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enough but then came THE HILL 
leading down to Bretti. Unluckily, 
I think, we were going down it. It 
is about eight kilometres long and 
steep. Luckily our first gear held it 
well, but some of the others, I am 
told, were in first, on the brakes and/
or praying and swearing loudly. We 
all made it safe to Bretti despite the 
hill and a very sharp turn into the 
reserve at the bottom. We set up and 
Ted and Keith collected firewood 
with the aid of Ted’s trusty chain-
saw. Just as well too as the wood was 
scarce and the weather had turned 
cold. 

Leaving here after two nights we 
all headed to Jimmy’s  Beach Car-
avan Park at Hawks Nest for three 
nights. This is a very nice park right 
on Port Stevens and a short walk 
into Hawk’s Nest, which seems to be 
suffering the effects of a new super-
market complex at Tea Gardens. We 
all did our own thing for a couple 
of days and went to the Golf Club 
on the last night to celebrate a very 
enjoyable muster.

ooOOoo

Trip to 
Stone The Crows

(David Clark)

Diane, Bella and I left Thirlmere on 
Wednesday 23rd April and travelled 
down the Hume to Gundagai where 
we turned off and headed west thru 
Boorawa  and then to Young where 
we stopped over night at a free camp 
at Young showgrounds, after getting 
directions from the local Infor-
mation Centre we found ourselves 
nearly back at Boorawa the direc-
tions were so bad. 

We persisted and finally found the 
spot overlooking the local trotting 
track (no water, no power or toilets) 
don’t ever try and use them as the 
showgrounds have a camping nazi 
who pounced on me at 7am the next 
morning when I tried to put a few 
litres of water in the tank and pro-

ceeded to advise me that I had not 
paid to camp so why am I entitled to 
any water (good point I thought so 
got out of there post haste).

Travelled on to Cootamundra then 
on to Junee, Visited the licorice fac-
tory (don’t we all) bought and ate 
more than we should then stayed 
at a great free camp approx 20kms 
west of Wagga Wagga good spot 
with clean toilets etc, bit noisy with 
the trucks pulling in at all hours but 
still had a good nights sleep.

Travelling on to Wagga Wagga the 
next morning and arrived as re-
quested on our ticket at 9am-10am 
to find complete gridlock caused 
by people arriving at this time that 
were supposed to arrive later, traffic 
was at a standstill until someone fi-
nally made the early arriver’s pull off 
to one side and let the others in. 

Once this happenned everything 
fell into place. The organisers and 
the volunteers were fantastic but 
just over run by sheer volume of 
vehicles. Once in they directed ev-
eryone to the right places and all 
just went well from that point.  Well 
that’s when our fun started.

Our bank of batteries (250 ah) de-
cided to call it quits and we were on 
a non powered site. We could have 
run our genny but it would have 
been going 16-18 hours just to keep 
the fridge cool (not good public re-
lations with the neighbours). But 
again the organisers came thru they 
moved us onto a powered site so all 
was well with the world and we un-
packed again, the organisers came 
back to us a bit later to ensure we 
were okay. Great PR I thought and 
who ever picked these people cer-
tainly knew what they were doing.

At all times the organisers were very 
professional in everything they did 
they were so friendly and had every-
thing going well through the whole 
weekend. There were games being 
played, things going on lectures, 
talks on various subjects, craft class-

es, comedians, there was something 
for everybody. 

A large market on the Monday 
morning, goods for sale and eating 
places everywhere. We will certain-
ly go next year (with new batteries) 
as it was just a great time over the 
4 days with something to entertain 
everyone.

Overall we would recommend this 
outing to anyone as we will be book-
ing for next year.

ooOOoo

W.A. Wildflowers
(Barry & Jan Palmer)

After experiencing  horrendous 
winds across the Hay Plain, a balmy 
minus six at Morgan a couple of days 
at Port Augusta and Ceduna and 
battling a certain person for laundry 
space, the Palmers and Hoggs hit 
the Nullarbor. Weather was good, 
the drive enjoyable with plenty of 
vegetation, ample fuel stops ($2.09 
per litre at Nullarbor Roadhouse), 
a good road and a bit of common 
sense with the road trains we ar-
rived at Esperence . 

After spending a few days in this 
beautiful area we parted company 
with the Hoggs who were touring 
around the coast. As we have done 
this several times we headed cross 
country toward wildflower country, 
but not before spending several days 
at Cape Le Grande N.P. which is an 
absolutely magnificent and pictur-
esque area. 

We then travelled to Wave Rock and 
walked and climbed around and 
over it, across to York, via the Tin 
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Horse Highway (something for you 
to google),  and a free camp with 
power and then up to Goomalling 
to start our wildflower adventure. 
We hadn’t meant to go there but the 
lady in the chemist at York knew 
where to find wreath flowers. These 
are the jewel in the crown of wild-
flowers and as we found out, only 
grow on the verge of the road, in 
fairly small numbers and in the 
space of about 50 to 100 metres in 
areas which can be 100km apart. 

That’s how we ended up at 
Goomalling and our itinerary was 
shot to pieces. It was a cheap cara-
van park ($15 a night for recycled 
teenagers) but couldn’t get in (they 
put us at the sports ground) because 
of a nearby field day. This is the ma-
jor event of the year for the agricul-
tural industry, so naturally being a 
country lad we had to go along. 

It was awesome the size of some 
of these tractors, harvesters etc. I 
even had a play in this bloody great 
massive tractor, much to Jan’s em-
barrassment. The amount of grain 
being grown over here is unbeliev-
able. There would be hundreds of 
thousands if not millions of acres of 
grain being grown. There are huge 
grain bins/silos every twenty km or 
so all serviced by a rail line.

Anyhow, back to the wildflowers. 
We have spent the last week chasing 
the elusive wreath flower and being 
directed to wildflower hot spots by 
info centres, people on the street,  in 
the bakery etc. The amount of dif-
ferent types we have seen is amazing 
as has been the coverage. The roads 
are a virtual avenue of different co-
loured bushes with white, pink, blue 
and mauve everlastings as a ground 
cover. 

We have covered a fair bit of territo-
ry and camped in some great spots 
and have really enjoyed it. When 
we finish here we are heading for 
Geraldton and some retail therapy 
for Jan who is suffering severe with-
drawal symptoms. 

ooOOoo

Limestone Coasters
Naracoorte Caves

Muster
(Deb Bott)

16 Vans and 2 day trippers made 
their way to the Naracoorte Caves 
Reserve for the final Muster for 
2014.  For some it was their first 
Muster since joining our Branch.  
The weather made sure its pres-
ence was felt with all seasons well 
and truly represented at some stage.  
However, none of our activities were 
overly interrupted. 

Several arrived on the Thursday, 
with all bar one on site Friday and 
one couple coming Saturday after-
noon.  We also had 3 of our mem-
bers only able to be there Saturday, 
which was lovely they made the ef-
fort.

Therese & Dennis Gregory were our 
guests from the Sundowners Branch, 
with Therese also now our SA State 
Branch Rep.   Irene & Hayden Ham 
also attended as Guests, but left as 
our newest Members of the Lime-
stone Coasters.  Welcome Irene & 
Hayden.

Friday afternoon saw Happy Hour 
a popular meet and greet which fol-
lowed on after everyone had eaten.  
Many kangaroos in the area were 
quite unimpressed by us and con-
tinued to graze and move around 
only a few metres from our group.  

Saturday morning was free time 
and many made the short trip into 
Naracoorte to check out a Cara-
van and Camping Swap meet and 
pick up any supplies needed. The 
Naracoorte Caves Cafe proved pop-
ular for lunch.

After lunch we gathered again in 
very nice weather to conduct our 
meetings.  Firstly a general meeting, 
followed by our AGM.  Main item 
of discussion was our Musters for 
2015, which all fell into place quite 
well.  Many thanks to those who 
had done some homework and had 
lots of information on several des-
tinations available.  The AGM saw 
Vickie Lomman go in as our Presi-
dent, Deb Bott Secretary and Chris 

Cont./...p43
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Upcoming Branch Musters
Check the Events Calendar and the Branch Forums on the website for more information.

Date Branch State Venue Contact Phone
Dec 13 - 20 Kids in Tow QLD Helensvale BIG 4 Colin Hopgood 0428 240 822
Jan 19 - 23 Kids in Tow VIC Woodside Beach Colin Hopgood 0428 240 822
Jan 23 - 26 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Yackandandah Joan Brumby 0400 483 460
Jan 30 - Feb 1 Hunter Ramblers NSW Blacksmiths Beachside Di Stubbs 02 4982 3815
Jan 30 - Feb 1 Sydney Explorers NSW Gerringong Muster Linda Amour 02 9624 6036
Feb 4 - 10 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Mt. Tamborine Muster Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260
Feb 5 - 11 Bushtrekkers NSW Yuraygir Nat. Park Kaye Hawkins 0411 143 648
Feb 6 - 8 Swan River Rovers WA Bunbury Muster Maxine Gill 0419 928 827
Feb 6 - 10 Gold Coast Gadabouts QLD Pottsville Muster Shirley Carey 0408 451 206
Feb 11 - 16 Country Cruisers QLD Cherrabah Muster Robyn Ward 0417 780 201
Feb 12 - 18 Lakeside Drifters NSW Forster Muster Bill Walker 0412 424 972
Feb 12 - 16 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Mt. Warning Muster John Mathams 07 3351 1713
Feb 13 - 21 Capricornia Tourers QLD Baffle Creek Muster Mary Benney 0409 475 030
Feb 13 - 15 Bushrangers VIC Lake Colac Muster Judy Tudor 0422 007 809
Feb 13 - 15 Sunset Coast Travellers WA Manjimup Muster Monika Schatz 0418 911 159
Feb 13 - 15 Western Wallabies WA Bouvard Muster Bruce Buchanan 0419 964 306
Feb 13 - 15 Tassie Travellers TAS Ross Muster Rod Barwick 0427 674 780
Feb 20 - 22 Wide Bay Burnett QLD 1770 Muster Di Braddock 0402 977 340
Feb 20 - 23 Bayside Wanderers VIC Peterborough Muster Ray Flynn 0419 590 884
Feb 20 - 22 Southern Nomads VIC Bendigo Muster Des Graham 0417 017 259
Feb 20 - 22 Family Firesiders QLD Torbanlea Muster Robyn Bower 0418 162 094
Feb 26 - Mar 1 River Runners NSW Hallidays Point Muster Brian Lancey 0401 233 363
Mar 11 - 16 Country Cruisers QLD Clifton Muster Robyn Ward 0417 780 201
Mar 12 - 18 Lakeside Drifters NSW Gloucester Muster Bill Walker 0412 424 972
Mar 16 - 25 Sydney Explorers NSW Mudgee/Hill End Tag Linda Amour 02 9624 6036
Mar 19 - 23 Sunshine Nomads QLD Tweed Heads Muster Den. Mulholland 0412 274 154
Mar 20 - 22 Southern Nomads VIC Sale Muster Des Graham 0417 017 259
Mar 20 - 22 Hunter Ramblers NSW Monkerai Muster Di Stubbs 02 4982 3815
Mar 20 - 22 Family Firesiders QLD Kenilworth Muster Robyn Bower 0418 162 094
Mar 20 - 23 Bayside Wanderers VIC Toorongo Falls Muster Ray Flynn 0419 590 884
Mar 25 - 31 Brisbane Roustabouits QLD Noosa Hinterland Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260
Mar 27 - 29 Swan River Rovers WA Beverley Muster Maxine Gill 0419 928 827
Mar 27 - 29 Sunset Coast Travellers WA Leeman Muster Monika Schatz 0418 911 159
Mar 27 - 29 Western Wallabies WA Boddington Muster Bruce Buchanan 0419 964 306
Apr 1 - 8 Southern Nomads VIC Heathcote Easter Must. Des Graham 0417 017 259
Apr 3 - 6 Family Firesiders QLD Maryborough Muster Robyn Bower 0418 162 094
Apr 8 - 13 Country Cruisers QLD Blackbutt Muster Robyn Ward 0417 780 201
Apr 19 - 19 Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Kookaburra Queen Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260
Apr 27 - May 5 Capricornia Tourers QLD Rainbow Beach Muster Mary Benney 0409 475 030
Apr 30 - May 6 Lakeside Drifters NSW Paterson Muster Bill Walker 0412 424 972
Apr 30 - May 7 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Killarney Muster John Mathams 07 3351 1713
May 1 - 3 Southern Nomads VIC Robinvale Muster Des Graham 0417 017 259
May 1 - 4 Bayside Wanderers VIC Deniliquin Muster Ray Flynn 0419 590 884
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Branch Name & State Contact Phone Email
Bayside Wanderers VIC Ray Flynn 0419 590 884 baysidewanderers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Border Hoppers NSW/VIC Leslie Gaskin 0418 479 855 borderhoppers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Brisbane Roustabouts QLD Chris Lloyd 0412 614 260 brisbaneroustabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Bush Rangers VIC Judy Tudor 0422 007 809 bushrangers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Bushtrekkers QLD Kaye Hawkins 0411 143 648 bushtrekkers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Capricornia Tourers QLD Mary Benney 0409 475 030 capricorniatourers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Cooloola Coasters QLD Joan Smith 0438 387 948 cooloolacoasters@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Country Cruisers QLD Robyn Ward 0417 780 201 countrycruisers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Family Firesiders QLD Robyn Bower 0418 162 094 familyfiresiders@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Gippsland Gypsies VIC Joan Brumby 0400 483 460 gippslandgypsies@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Gold Coast Gadabouts QLD Shirley Carey 0408 451 206 goldcoastgadabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Golden Westerners NSW Graham Humphreys 0409 126 308 goldenwesterners@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Hunter Ramblers NSW Di Stubbs 02 4982 3815 hunterramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Lakeside Drifters NSW Bill Walker 0412 424 972 lakesidedrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Limestone Coasters SA Deb Bott 0408 840 769 limestonecoasters@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Moreton Bay Drifters QLD John Mathams 07 3351 1713 moretonbaydrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Murray River Ramblers NSW Gloria Griffiths 0428 236 158 murrayriverramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Northern Bushwhackers NSW Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2003 northernbushwhackers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
River Runners NSW Brian Lancey 0401 233 363 riverrunners@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Southerly Busters NSW Peter Stanhope 0419 225 271 southerlybusters@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Southern Cross Overlanders SA Alan Morley 0497 658 883 southerncrossoverlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Southern Highlanders NSW Ellen Wightman 0447 001 370 southernhighlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Southern Nomads VIC Des Graham 0417 017 259 southernnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Sundowners SA Albert Kramer 0407 609 396 sundowners@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Sunset Coast Travellers WA Monika Schatz 0418 911 159 sunsetcoasttravellers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Sunshine Nomads QLD Den. Mulholland 0412 274 154 sunshinenomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Swan River Rovers WA Maxine Gill 0419 928 827 swanriverrovers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Sydney City Slickers NSW Lorraine Theodorus 0417 486 017 sydneycityslickers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Sydney Explorers NSW Linda Amour 02 9624 6036 sydneyexplorers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Tassie Travellers TAS Rod Barwick 0427 674 780 tassietravellers@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Western Wallabies WA Bruce Buchanan 0419 964 306 westernwallabies@australiancaravanclub.com.au
Wide Bay Burnett Nomads QLD Di Braddock 0402 977 340 widebayburnettnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au

ACC Branch Contacts

Thornton Treasurer.  Many thanks 
go to Trevor Heuppauff for being 
our inaugural President.

After a quick game of Boules and 
Finska, cut short with a shower of 
rain, we again gathered for happy 
hour and a Kris Kringle.  Each Van/
RV supplied a small gift and after 
numbers were drawn, a pick was 
had from the table.  Next pick was 
able to take an already opened gift 
or select from the table.  This pro-
vided some great entertainment 
when some thought they had done 
very well with their gift, only to have 

another like it better.  Great Fun!!

Evening meal was BYO meat and 
shared salad & desserts.  This was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Soon 
after our meal, Father Christmas 
made an unexpected arrival and 
had a small gift for everyone.  Many 
thanks from us all Father Christ-
mas!  Lots more talk and laughter 
followed well into the evening.

After a early shower of rain Sun-
day morning, the skies cleared and 
preparations were soon in progress 
for our breakfast.  For the small 
cost of $2.50, I think all enjoyed a 

yummy breakfast in lovely weath-
er to help raise a few funds for 
our Branch.  Many thanks to all 
the cooks and helpers.  Following 
breakfast we drew our raffle with 5 
prizes on offer.  

As Members started to make the 
move towards home or further 
afield, I think it was generally agreed 
it was a very pleasant weekend.  

All of newer Members have had a 
chance to meet each other now and 
from all accounts very much look-
ing forward to our Musters in 2015.

ooOOoo
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