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From The Editor 
G’Day All, 
Well the Nat Muster & AGM for 
2012 has come and gone, and 
what a great event it was—our 
biggest ever to date, in fact. 
 

Special thanks must go to the or-
ganiseres, keeping 370 people 
happy cannot be an easy task, but 
they pulled it off quite well. 
 

What a thrill for Lionel and my-
self to be awarded Life Member-
ship! An honour that we will both 
cherish—thank you all. 
 

As keynote speaker, Spida Everitt 
showed a different aspect of his 
personality—quite remote from 
his better known footballer per-
sona. 
 

The locals at Mallacoota have 
been quite voluble in their praise 
for the ACC, and the way that we 
were able to support their com-
munity—they even want us to 
come back! Serves as a handy 
reminder of the degree in which 
local communities benefit from 
visiting ‘vanners! Keep it up! 

Cheers, Lazo 

NOTE: Deadline for the next 
(Autumn) issue is Febru-

ary10th, 2013. 

Great Kimberly picnic spot, near 
Lake Argyle (WA) 

A Bit of Culture 
See pages 9, 13, and 34 for some 
poetry offerings from Chris 
Woods and others. 
 

Also a photo montage of ACC’s 
own in-house entertainers on 
page 25. Geeze there’s some tal-
ent out there! 
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From the Chair 

Club Web Site 
 

Are you fully utilizing the club’s 
web site? A simple log on gives  
you access to a wealth of infor-
mation about the club—coming 
events, news and so on. 
 

Branch forums are there to keep 
members abreast of what’s hap-
pening in their Branch, and much 
more! 
 

www.australiancaravanclub.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 

Many of our members  have toyed 
with the idea of forming an ACC 
branch which would cater to their 
particular needs—it could be to 
simply get together with other lo-
cal members, or to get a common 
interest group together (e.g. an-
tique vans). 
 

Sadly, oft times the idea is 
dropped as being “too hard”. Or 
we sometimes just sit around wait-
ing for “someone” to do it! 
 

The document “ACC Branch 
Guidelines and By-Laws” con-
tains all the information required 
and can be down-loaded from the 
club website under the Members/
Documents area. 
 

Why not drop an Email to the Sec-
retary, and find out how easy it 
can be—he’ll be glad to walk you 
through the process. 
 

ooOOoo 

Want to Form a  
Local Branch? 

The 2012 National Muster at Mal-
lacoota was the biggest so far in 
the Clubs history. 
 

Mallacoota was a top spot and the 
Gippsland  Gypsies did a great job 
organising this year’s National 
Muster. 
 

A highlight at the A.G.M. was 
granting Life Membership to 
Lionel Mussell and Alan and 
Deirdre Lazarus, a job  I thor-
oughly enjoyed was handing them 
their life memberships.   
 

Sandra and I came home through 
Bathurst to give Barry Koneman 
his Life Membership.  Well done 
Barry and Jo.   He couldn’t get to 
Mallacoota due to health issues , 
we had lunch together and en-
joyed catching up with him and 
Jo. 
 

At Mallacoota we handed out in-

formation and did a short presen-
tation on a program called “stay 
safe outback”.  This is an initia-
tive of   Tambo Police Sargent 
Dominic Richardson.  He has 
attended too many RV accidents 
in western areas of Queensland.  
He was very pleased that ACC 
made contact and that the Club is 
supporting the programme.  It is 
all about RV’s becoming safer 
drivers when travelling the Out-
back. 
 

Also at Mallacoota we had a 
meeting between  representatives 
of the Branches and the Board,  
this was a very constructive 
meeting. 
 

I thank the members who have 
volunteered to help with running 
the Club. 
 

Next year Sandra and I will be 
going to WA to join in a  joint 
muster with the branches in 
W.A. and also catch up with 
some of Sandra’s family.  Then 
in May we will be having a 
Chairman’s Muster in Bingara, 
details elsewhere. 
 

To all Members I wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a great 
2013. 
 

Remember  let’s be careful out 
there and safe travels. 

Tom. 
ooOOoo 

FaSt 
 

FaSt—our Farm Stay scheme, is 
growing slowly but surely!  
 

All it needs to help it grow a bit 
faster is YOU! 
 

Our present bank of FaSt hosts 
was put together as a result of 
member input, members have 
reported glowingly on their ex-
periences, after staying with 
various hosts—so why not give it 
a go? 

Chairman Tom Smith presents Barry Konemann with Life Membership 
of the ACC 
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Well, we didn’t go all the way by 
bike and this is really a caravan-
ning story after all, but it is for all 
those caravanners we see travel-
ling with bicycles attached to the 
van, some of which actually get 
used occasionally. 
 

There were many tag-alongs or-
ganised by various ACC branches 

and groups of friends to travel to 
Mallacoota for the national muster 
but our little group’s focus was on 
cycling some of the many excel-
lent rail-trails available in Victo-
ria. 
 

For the uninitiated, a rail-trail is a 
former rail corridor that has been 
redeveloped as a shared cycling 
and walking trail, sometimes also 
shared by horse riders. The appeal 
of cycling rail trails lies in the fact 
that they are traffic free, usually 
traverse scenic bushland or farm-
land and the gradients are never 
too steep.  Trains could not cope 
with big ups or downs so rail line 
builders had to find gentler terrain 
or make tunnels, cuttings and em-
bankments, ideal for walking or 
cycling.   
 

While there are some excellent 
rail-trails in all states, Victoria has 
done a particularly good job of 
opening up these old rail lines for 
recreational use often breathing 
new life into the small towns 
along the trail as tourists like us 

visit the area and stay a couple of 
days to cycle the trails. 
 

Our first night on the road was 
spent at Lake Lyell just outside 
Lithgow, a great campsite if you 
are passing through the Blue 
Mountains area.  Heading west 
the next morning we passed 
through beautiful countryside, 

pretty villages 
and historic 
towns includ-
ing Bathurst, 
Cowra and 
Cootamundra 
(where the 
Cootamundra 
wattle was in 
full bloom). 
 

We booked 
into Junee’s 
only caravan 

park and found 
an ACC Sunshine Nomads tag-
along also in residence so the 
annual muster started early for us 
as we joined them for happy 
hour and renewed acquaintances 
we’d made at previous tag-
alongs and musters.  Top Tourist 
Junee Caravan Park deserves a 
mention here, it is friendly, clean 
and tidy but as the weather was 
wet and FREEZING, the heated 
amenities and clean dry bath 
mats each time you had a shower 
were more than appreciated. 
 

Junee would have been ideal to 
explore by bike as are many 
small towns but with the afore-
mentioned weather, that didn’t 
happen.  However, the visit to 
the Licorice and Chocolate fac-
tory with the Sunshine Nomads 
was more than compensation, not 
to be missed if you are in Junee.  
We were given a generous group 
discount for the very interesting 
tour and so many product sam-
ples that we actually left plates 
with uneaten chocolates on 

them!  Then there was the game 
of Liquorice Skittles which in-
volved a set of skittles, a multi 
storied loading chute, a base ball 
sized lump of hard liquorice and 
teams of two.  You had to be 
there.  More laughs than Klop. 
 

Many of the group visited Junee’s 
42 bay railway roundhouse and 
museum; Thomas the Tank En-
gine, eat your heart out, this was 
big boys’ toys.  There is also 
Monte Christo Historic House to 
visit, reputedly the most haunted 
house in Australia. 
 

Our next stop was Corowa on the 
banks of the might Murray River.  
We cycled across the river to 
Wahgunyah on the Victorian side 
and did the easy 9km rail trail to 
Rutherglen.  This is a small sepa-
rate section of the Murray to the 
Mountains Rail Trail, the main 
section stretching over 100km 
from Wangaratta to Bright with a 
spur to Beechworth.  On previous 
trips we had cycled other sections 
of this trail. 
 

 Rutherglen is a wine and olive 
producing area so plenty of op-
portunities to taste and buy the 
local produce and the town is full 
of character with good coffee 
shops and the delicious Parker’s 
Pie shop.  By the time we got 
back to Corowa, a cruisy 20 km 
circuit, we were laden with ol-
ives, tapenades and cheeses.  No 
wine, too hard to carry on the 
bike and not a good idea to tipple 

and pedal.  I had to find room to 
store these most recent purchases 
in the van along with those from 
the licorice and chocolate factory. 
Our next rail trail to explore was 

Mallacoota by Bicycle 
 

Lindsay Marshall 

Ready to Roll! 

Trail start at Alexandra. 
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the Goulburn Valley High Coun-
try Rail Trail, which runs 134km 
from Mansfield to Tallarook with 
a 14km spur to Alexandra, in 
about the middle, where we based 
ourselves.  This trail was just re-
cently completed in record time as 
part of the bushfire recovery pro-
gram to encourage tourists back to 
the areas devastated in the 2009 
fires.  Cycle tourists, like caravan-
ners, tend to stay longer in these 
small towns, supporting local 
businesses. 
 

We were able to do the old two 
car shuffle to start and finish rides.  
We rode from Mansfield to Cath-
kin the first day, about 65km, then 
the next day rode from Alexandra 
to Yea about 40km, which in-
cluded the Cheviot tunnel.   There 
were some long climbs but they 
rewarded us with magnificent 
views and exhilarating downhills, 
this is the Victorian high country 
after all. 
 

Our next destination was Leon-
gatha in beautiful South Gipp-
sland, to ride the Great Southern  

Rail Trail which presently runs 
from Leongatha to Forster, 49 
km, but will eventually reach 
Yarram.   
 

This was a delightful ride with 
views across emerald green, roll-
ing farmland, teeming birdlife in 
the ti-tree and eucalypt bushland 
corridor that surrounds the trail 
and from the high point on the 
Hoddle Range, sweeping views 
of Wilson’s Promontory and 
Corner Inlet.   

We only met one other cyclist on 
the track all day, a bewiskered 

gentleman wearing knickerbock-
ers and riding a penny-farthing 
with a brass hunting horn instead 
of a bike bell!  We thought we 
may have ridden into a Bri-
gadoonesque time warp and next 
minute be confronted by a steam 
train puffing along the track we 
were riding. 
Bairnsdale was our base for the 
next couple of days, a large at-
tractive town on the Mitchell 
River and the commercial hub for 

the area.  It is also 
the beginning of 
the East Gipp-
sland Rail Trail 
w h i c h  r u n s 
109km to Orbost 
through some 
lovely little towns 
such as Bruthen 
and Nowa Nowa.  
The Gippsland 
Lakes Discovery 
Trail branches off 

between these two 
towns providing a cycling or 
walking link to Lakes Entrance 
(about 20km). We rode to 

Penny-farthing at Leongatha. 
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Bruthen, an interesting 30km as 
there are the remains of a couple 
of high timber trestle bridges and 
interpretive signs about the old 
railway days.  It is also an impor-
tant corridor of remnant native 
grasslands and other flora.  We 
also met a couple of echidnas 
along the track busily snuffling 
out ants. They are comical and 
endearing little animals to watch. 
 

Our next destination after Bairns-
dale was Malacoota Inlet and the 
National Muster.  The bikes were 
ideal for exploring here as there 
are bike paths, forest roads and 
tracks to ride.  The shared path-
way around the inlet was a de-
lightful ride as it meanders past 
small jetties and fishing platforms, 
at times on boardwalks right be-
side the water, with views back 
across the bay to the township. 
 

Many of the vans at the muster 
were carrying bikes and most of 
them did get used.  There were 
even a couple of power assisted 
bicycles, including Lionel Mus-
sell’s trusty steed.  So if you think 
that your bike riding days are but 
a happy youthful memory, think 
again and check out the ever 
growing range of power assisted 
bicycles. 
 

As you travel around this great 
country of ours look out for the 
rail trails and get on your bike or 
lace up the walking shoes and ex-
plore at least a part of them.  Do 
the whole trail, a section or an  

out-and-back ride/
walk.  Some hills 
are long but never 
steep, there is no 
traffic and the sur-
roundings peaceful, 
often historic and 
usually very scenic. 
 

Some Rail Trail 
Info: 
All rail trails have 
the essential food 
groups somewhere 
along the route – 

good coffee and a 
bakery. 
 

For most of the longer trails 
there are services that will take 
you and your bike to the start or 
collect you from the finish of 
your ride.  The bigger the group, 
the cheaper it will be per person. 
Bike hire is usually available in 
the towns along the rail trails. 
 

Some trail surfaces are sealed but 
most are compacted gravel or 
crushed granite. A mountain bike 
or hybrid with wider tyres would 
be most suitable. 
 

For more information on rail 
trails go to the Railtrails Austra-
lia site at : 

www.railtrails.org.au . 

ooOOoo 

Come join in the fun one and all 
 
 

Sit around the fire and chat a 
while 
Club officials and the rank and 
file 
Talk of places where you have 
been 
And what you get up to  in be-
tween 
 
 

There is golf and other games to 
choose 
And no one cares whether they 
win or lose 
Walking tracks and fishing a 
comp 
And a big BBQ where you can 
chomp 
 
 

On a hamburger or a big fat snag 
Might pay to take a doggy bag 
There is always plenty of food to 
eat 
And an atmosphere that can’t be 
beat 
 
 

Mallacoota has turned on it‘s best 
Their welcome to all has passed 
the test 
The caravan park has is large and 
spacious 
The staff all  polite and very gra-
cious 
 
 

Though next year we will go else-
where 
We will all share memories of our 
stay down there 
And I am sure we will all stop 
and stay  
If we ever pass again  that way 
 
 

So as the muster slowly ends  
We’ll say goodbye to new found 
friends 
Till we meet again out on the 
road 
Please all abide by the safety 
code 
 
 

For we want to see you again 
next year 
To  sit around the fire and have a 
beer 
It might even be at one of the lo-
cal musters 
I could be there with the 
“southerly Busters” 

Old trestle remains, near Bruthen. 

From places far and wide they 
came  
Their motivations all the same 
To join together in a cluster 
And celebrate the  annual Muster   

Near two hundred vans arrived 
this year 
Some of them with fancy gear 
Others just the basic stuff 
But none of them were doing it 
tough 
 
You could be playing Boules or  
Klop 
But at  five PM you let it all drop 
It’s Happy Hour would be the 
call 

The Mallacoota 
Muster 
A bit of poetry from Chris Woods. 
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For years, my wife and I have 
complained of the poor seating in 
caravans. Then the other day, 
while on our travels, we stumbled 
upon a couple who had taken the 
plunge and removed their seating 
and replaced with recliners.  
 
We immediately took up the chal-
lenge and located two suitable 
"flat packs" in Harvey Norman. 
The flat packs were necessary as 
most recliners will not fit through 
caravan doors. 
 

Back home we stripped away the 
cushions and wheel arch covers 
then realised the padded back fab-
ric was both screwed and stapled 
to the rear wall which lead to a 
"cease work", and much thinking 
of what to do with the holes left 

behind. 
 

Eventually we decided to reduce 
the wheel well depth and replace 
the fabric backing with slim, 
padded panels.  
 
Our existing table was quite 
large and suitable for conversion 
to a three fold table leaving suffi-
cient space underneath tohouse a 
printer and computer.  
 

The chairs arrived and were 
quickly installed so we could 
deal with any space problems - 
there was only one; the panel 
separating the bed space from the 
dining space had to be cut back 
to give maximum flexibility. 
 

Now another big decision, do it 
yourself or get someone else. 
 
 Ourskills are not too bad but as 
we get older mistakes increase so 
we opted for the latter. Luckily 
we had a Branch Member who is 

cabinet maker and willing to do 
the timber work, while we took 
on the fabric panels made from 
the existing cushion coverings. 
 

When the existing timberwork 
was cut back a new problem ap-
peared—the flooring was margin-
ally different between the ex-
posed and previously hidden 
parts. We might still get the floor 
re-done but it is hardly noticeable 
once the new chairs are installed. 
 

The pictures show before and af-
ter. 
 

If there are any questions re this 
renovation please email 
"keith@kemymales.com" 
 

Table leg, panelling and mould-
ings $134;Chairs $1480; Timber-
work $1280. 
 

ooOOoo 

Caravan Seat  
Renovation 

 

Keith Males 

Panelling complete and ready for staining of timber 
surrounds 

The finished product with table extended and showing 
padded panels made from the existing cushions 

One of the recliner chairs Existing seating removed—note old seating outline 
on floor and dividing panel yet to be removed 

I had the opportunity to check out 
Keith’s conversion at Mallacoota. 
It has really come up a treat!..Ed. 
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Touring around this great country 
of ours we see on farm gates signs 
indicating “Farmestays” where 
tourists are taken in for $$$$. To 
every one’s benefit.  
 

Our club has set up similar ar-
rangements which unfortunately, 
our members have ignored and it’s 
Free. As you will see from read-
ing further in this article Vicki and 
I have visited many of the Farm-
stays listed on the clubs website 
and are at a loss to understand 
Why you aren’t using them. 
 

Vicki and I went touring North 
this winter, bush camping as we 
went ( which is our preferred way) 
up the Newell Hwy to Miles, 
Taroom, Banana & across to 
Rockhampton where we stayed 
with Glenn Rains, one of our 
Farmstay hosts. It was an abso-
lutely top spot to Free camp in the 
City of Rockhampton. Get that: 
You can free camp in the City. 
We felt completely safe leaving 
the van, as we tripped out and 
around the area. Glen had a large 
grassy area for us to camp on, 
(really it was lawn). We over-
stayed, with his approval, as it 
was so convenient. Glen’s close 
neighbour, Darrell and his 1929 
Whippet car and his wife, Silvia 
and her large collection of cos-
tumes were something to see and 
were nice people to talk to.       

I was probably like most of our 
members hesitant to make use of 
other peoples places, but it isn’t a 
problem as farmstay hosts look 
forward to meeting fellow Free 
campers, and you can come and 
go as you see fit. You are com-
pletely independent and are gen-
erally left alone. If you want to 
invite your host to happy hour, 
that’s up to you.    

Our next visit was to our son, 
daughter-in-law & the three 
grandchildren near Gladstone 
where we stayed ten happy days. 
 

 After another three bush camps 
(Boynedale bush camp, Gravel 
pit and Linville) we arrived in 

Brisbane where 
we were meeting 
other ex 4RAR 
sig’s (1968-69) 
for a reunion (the 
main reason for 
our trip). 
 

We are now 
heading for home 
and making use 
of bush camps 
and Farmstays 
along the way, 
We decided to 

call in on Tom 
Smith (ACC Chairman) and his 
wife Sandra at their 
Thistlebank Farm-
stay. Tom says it 
takes about 5  
hours to go from 
Brisbane to This-
tlebank at Tingha. 
He must drive 
faster than us; as it 
took us two and a 
half days. No we 
didn’t get lost get-
ting there; there 
were just lots to see 
along the Mt Lin-
desay and Bruxner  
Hwy’s. We arrived at This-
tlebank and Tom & Sandra made 
us very welcome. We had the 
pick of nearly 4,000 acres to park 
the caravan on. We chose a site 
behind the sheds out of sight of 

the main house for mutual pri-
vacy. Tom invited us to bring our 
cup of tea and sit with them on 
the veranda where we could get 
to know one another and discuss 
any issues we might have that 
could  benefit the club.     

Farmstay policy is that guests 
will be fully independent and not 
to expect the hosts to be at their 
beck and call. But as all situations 
are different, you must be pre-
pared to bring your cup filled 
with tea. (At some places the 
makings will be all that’s re-
quired). The next morning we 
were invited by Tom to go on a 
tour of the property. Which I 
jumped at as I hadn’t realised that 
the area wasn’t the wind swept 
granite country that I always 
thought the New England was. 
Rather it turned out to be very 
good basalt country. If I was still 

farming and younger, I would 
have been very envious as it is a 
property to be proud of. 
 

The next morning Tom suggested 
we go into Tingha and onto 
Green Valley and have a look 

Farmstay 
(or Wherethebloodyhellareya) 

 

Allan Davis 

Glenn Rain’s place—Rockhampton. 

The woolshed at Thistlebank. 

Tamworth—Your hosts are the Cams. 
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their experience of the top end for 
the last twenty five years or so. 
 

There are another three Farmstays 
that I haven’t had the pleasure of 
visiting, the Hales at Sale, the 
Beatons at Armidale & the Law-
son’s at Bundaberg.  Greg Law-
son was away caravanning when 
we made contact so we missed 

out on what I’m sure would have 
been a great experience. I will try 
again next year on our way down 
after visiting with the Grand Chil-
dren at Gladstone. 
 

I’m still wondering what the mat-
ter is. Maybe you are like me and 
feel you might put someone out. 
We wouldn’t put our places up 
as Farmstay’s if it was an in-
convenience and we didn’t want 
you to come. Just ASK! 
 

So—Wherethebloodyhellareya? 
 

ooOOoo 

around. We lunched at the Tingha 
lookout and then toured around 
the town where we visited the Old 
Emporium Museum. It really took 
us back to our early days. Vicki 
had her childhood fantasy come 
true when she stood in the cash-
ier’s upstairs office and was al-
lowed to send the cashiers Flying 
Fox down to   the serving counter. 
 

Green Valley is about ten km 
South of Tingha where they have 
a museum of artefacts that were at 
one time in a collection in Tingha. 
It is well worth the visit, with a 
great amusement park and slides 
that the locals make use of. 
 

Thistlebank is a great place to 
visit. Be it to take time out, bird 
watching, country walks, interact 
with livestock, if invited. It’s only 
fifty Km from Guyra. 
 

Our two nights at Thistlebank are 
over so now we are heading for 
another Farmstay, the Cam’s 
Property at Tamworth. It was a 
leisurely drive arriving at about 
two pm. We only had one night to 
spare before heading home as our 
time was short. John and Loretta 
Cam are great hosts and every 
thing I’ve seen written about this 
property is true. It makes it an ab-
solutely fantastic Farmstay. Only 
twelve km from the Tamworth 
centre, on the Peel River, acres of 
flat river frontage, even a courtesy 
bus passing the front gate when 
the Tamworth Country Music Fes-
tival is on. With hosts like John & 
Loretta what more could you want 
for nothing. We were well looked 
after. 
 

After arriving home we thought 
we might ask the question of the 
members, “what do you want for 
nothing?”  We in our opinion, 
think we have put up a great 
Farmstay at our place here at 
Woolshed (Beechworth) water is 
plentiful. It’s central to a lot of 
diverse activities, history, gem 
stone fossicking or gold panning, 
hiking, 4x4 driving, orchards & 
vineyards and it is surrounded by 
National Parks etc. 

We also checked 
out  another 
member hosting 
a  F a r m s t a y 
down in the 
beautiful King 
V a l l e y  a t 
Meadow creek 
via Moyhu. It is 
blessed with all 
those cool cli-
mate winery’s to 
visit, to trip 
down to Lake 
William Hovel, 
Paradise Falls & 
Powell’s lookout 
etc. Alex & Dot Mark are your 
hosts there and again very ap-
proachable people and very tal-
ented, I could have spent a lot of 
time in Dot’s studio as her paint-
ings are superb. Alex runs the 
local Men’s shed, a very handy 
man to know. They still are hard 
at work finishing off a 
great place. 
 

Another Farmstay that 
is listed is my brother 
& his wife’s (Lindsay 
& Imelda) at Howard 
Springs. It was listed 
in time for this season 
and guess what, not 
one inquiry or visitor. 
This is hard to follow 
as Darwin van parks 
are expensive.  
 

Vicki and I will be 
making use of this property next 
year when we head up that way. 
Lindsay & Imelda are good com-
pany and would advise you on 
the best that they know from 

Our place at Beechworth. 

Meadow Creek in the beautiful King Valley 

Lindsay at Howard Springs in the NT is turn-
ing this spot into a FaSt Venue. 
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I have a little Sat-Nav 
It sits there in my car 
A Sat-Nav is a driver's friend 
It tells you where you are 
 

I have a little Sat-Nav 
I've had it all my life 
It’s better than the normal ones 
My Sat-Nav is my wife 
 

It gives me full instructions 
Especially how to drive 
"It's thirty miles an hour", it says 
"You're doing thirty five" 
 

It washes all my shirts and things 
And - keeps me warm in bed! 
 

Despite all these advantages 
And my tendency to scoff, 
I do wish that once in a while 
I could turn the damned thing off. 

ooOOoo 

It tells me when to stop and start 
And when to use the brake 
And tells me that it's never ever 
Safe to overtake 
 

It tells me when a light is red 
And when it goes to green 
It seems to know instinctively 
Just when to intervene 
 

It lists the vehicles just in front 
And all those to the rear 
And taking this into account 
It specifies my gear. 
 

I'm sure no other driver 
Has so helpful a device 
For when we leave and lock the 
car 
It still gives its advice 
 

It fills me up with counselling 
Each journey's pretty fraught 
So why don't I exchange it 
And get a quieter sort? 
 

Ah well, you see, it cleans the 
house, 
Makes sure I'm properly fed, 

A Little Poem 
 

(Not ascribed to any author, in the interest of pre-
venting unnecessary bloodshed!) 

Lucky Number 
 

Despite the many doubters, there 
is a lucky membership number 
hidden in this edition. 
 

If it’s yours get in touch with the 
Secretary for your reward of a 
$20 Bunnings voucher. 
 

ooOOoo 
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What is TAG? TAG stands for 
Technical Advisory Group and 
has been formed to help ACC 
members and others to understand 
some of the issues that arise when 
you use an RV (Recreational Ve-
hicle) – be it a caravan, camper-
trailer, campervan , motor-home 
or other RV. 
 

Members of TAG have varied 
backgrounds and this means we 
are able to answer questions on a 
wide field of topics including 
Warranties, Specifications, and 
Legal Matters. 
 

Our membership comprises: Col 
Roberts, Chairman, ,  and George 
Karsai  ( Check please Col – it 
would be good to have a little 
background on each) 
 

Reliable Information 
There has always been a problem 
accessing reliable, accurate infor-
mation about RVs. If you use the 
Internet, most of what you need to 
know is available there - but there 
are some topics that are not ade-
quately answeredand there are 
manypeople who would not know 
where to start to look. 
 

The Board of the ACC has formed 
TAG to help ACC members plus 
manufacturers we deal with on a 
regular basis and the general pub-
lic, to find reliable and accurate 
answers to their questions – par-
ticularly about any legal require-
ment for them to safely enjoy their 
travels.  
 

We will not only be involved with 
retrospective problems but will 
work with Government, private 
industry groups and manufactur-
ers, to help promote useful and 
realistic changes to existing re-
strictions and policies that affect 
RV’s.  

Checking for validity 
We don’t intend to reinvent the 
wheel as there are a number of 
publications and other sources 
that cover a myriad of topics that 
will answer most questions and 
we intend to take full benefit of 
these. We will of course be 
checking the validity of the in-
formation in these articles, as it 
is easy to get incorrect or mis-
leading information. 
 

To ensure that the information 
that we source is available to all, 
we will have a link on the ACC 
website and a regular section in 
The Nomad.  In both of these we 
will answer questions that are put 
to us by members - either on the 
ACC website or by email. We 
will also pass on any industry 
information or points of interest 
that we feel would be of benefit. 
The page on the website will not 
be a forum for discussion, it will 
simply be accurate, reliable re-
sponses to questions posed. 
 

A large number of people are 
unaware that their motor-home, 
camper trailer or caravan could 
be overweight or have a situation 
that has already caused a fire or a 
health problem in another RV, so 
one of the objectives of TAG is 
to make people aware of prob-
lems arising and any new regula-
tions that affects them and their 
RV. 
 

Weight Limitations 
Most people are aware, that on 
most manufacturers compliance 
plates for a caravan, single axle 
vans only have 300kg and a tan-
dem axle 400kg difference be-
tween their Tare mass and the 
GVM . This means a single axle 
van can only have 300kg on or in 
the van including water, gas, 
clothes, food and gear and this 
may have been adequate a num-
ber of years ago. With the num-
ber of people on the road long 
term in larger RV’s with a need 
for all the extras, these weight 
limits are far too low.  

These weights are a figure manu-
facturers put on the vans even if 
the vans suspension and chassis 
are able to carry more weight - 
they choose this figure,because 
the average buyer wants the 
smallest most economical tow 
vehicle legally possible so for a 
smaller tow vehicle to be able to 
legally tow the van the GVM 
must be kept as low as possible 
so as to keep it under the manu-
facturers max braked towable 
weight of the vehicle.  
 

If you are new to the industry and 
these terms are not familiar to 
you we intend to have articles 
that will explain all these and 
m o r e .  T h e  R V M A A 
(Recreational Vehicle Manufac-
turers Association of Australia) 
have a set of guidelines for cara-
van manufacturers and the 300kg 
for a single axle and 400kg for a 
tandem axle are their recom-
mended minimum allowance. 
Existing vans can have their car-
rying capacity accessed by an en-
gineer and their compliance plate 
changed to the new maximum 
allowable weights and we will be 
doing an article on this in the fu-
ture. 
 

There are a large number of 
weight restrictions on RV’s. The 
manufacturers set limits on the 
maximum weights that a vehicle 
can tow, how much load can be 
put over each axle, have on its 
roof, or have as an internal load 
and how much it can weigh once 
it is all loaded up. Obviously each 
of these will affect the other, so it 
is a juggling act to ensure that the 
tow vehicle and van can legally 
carry its load. It gets a little in-
volved when you take into con-
sideration that the ball weight of 
the van and the weight of the roof 
rack or boat carrier must be taken 
off the carrying capacity of the 
tow vehicle before you can add 
weight to the vehicle. Again this 
is a topic that we will be covering 
in our future articles. 
 

An Introduction to 
TAG  

 

(Technical Advisory 
Group) 

 

Col Roberts 
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Even if the wire hadn’t 
shorted out it is a legal 
requirement that the 
breakaway switch must 
have sufficient battery 
power to sustain brak-
ing for 15 minutes and 
the circuit breaker is 
also for protection if 
the wire overheats and 
goes into melt down. 
There could be a num-
ber of vans out there 
that do not have the 
correct fusing on them, 
so I would recommend 
you check your wiring. 
 

Another Story 
The other novel story 
is of a gentleman with 
a brand new van on its 
maiden trip who came 
to my van to enquire if 
I knew anything about  

We recently had to use the ser-
vices of RACV Total Care, to 
which we had been contributing 
for a number of years. 
 

We had left Melbourne for three 
to four months travelling up to 
Cooktown. Travelling up through 
the channel country Bourke, 
Charleville, Winton, Mt Isa, Ka-
rumba, Atherton. I had developed 
double vision under some condi-
tions and visited an Optometrist 
in Atherton, who referred me to 
an eye doctor the next morning. 
 

I was advised I should not be 
driving and I needed an injection 
in the eye. I did not think this was 
a good idea so far from home. As 
a result I called RACV Total Care 
and advised them I was in Ather-
ton, Queensland, and with this 
eye problem I could not return by 
car, caravan with Gloria and my-
self to Melbourne. 
 

After an initial problem with the 
doctor filling in the right form for 

To avoid a large number of prob-
lems that people have when buy-
ing an RV we will be giving rec-
ommendations for new and used 
RV purchasers to ask of the manu-
facturer/ seller, to ensure they do 
not get in a situation where they 
are unable to carry what they re-
quire or unable to operate appli-
ances in the RV as they were not 
given enough information on hand 
over. It is not an uncommon situa-
tion for people with a new RV to 
not know some of the most simple 
things such as where all the circuit 
breakers are, what all the switches 
on the panel in the cupboard do - 
right up to major things such as 
the weight of all the add-ons to an 
RV so they purchase a vehicle that 
is unable to carry the load that 
they want and have to reduce what 
they wanted to take with them or 
travel illegally overweight which 
we do not recommend. The occur-
rence of mobile weighbridges 
checking the weights of not only 
caravans but of the tow vehicle, 
are becoming more common. 
 

A couple of interesting stories,  
 

I spoke to a gentleman who had 
purchased a new van a few 
months prior. He had a near fire in 
the van even though it was only a 
few months old - the breakaway 
switch power supply had shorted 
out onto the chassis and caused a 
meltdown in the wiring harness. 
When he approached the manu-
facturer he found that the power 
supply was not even fused as the 
manufacturer was European and 
they did not specify that it needed 
to be. On my enquiry, an auto 
electrician stated that this was 
quite common even though the 
Australian auto electrical industry  
standards stated that it should be 
protected by a circuit breaker as a 
fuse once blown disables the 
brakes completely. A circuit 
breaker will reset and work  - a 
qualified auto electrician will not 
fit a breakaway switch without a 
circuit breaker.  

fridges. He had taken delivery of 
this van one week prior and he 
didn’t know where the switch 
was to turn on the fridge. A long 
story short - I spent 2 hours giv-
ing him a rundown on the appli-
ances in his van. This is ridicu-
lous! When he went to collect 
the van they gave him no instruc-
tions on the operation of any-
thing to do with his $56,000 in-
vestment. 
 

Send your questions to make 
TAG Work 
TAG is the only group of its kind 
formed of members to help 
members - but it will only be 
productive if members send in 
their questions. We will be doing 
articles of interest but the main 
aim of the group is to inform 
members to ensure they travel 
legally and safely through this 
great country, so the more ques-
tions we get - the more informa-
tion we can distribute. 
 

Colin (Col) Roberts 
Chairman TAG 
 

ooOOoo 

Our Experience 
with “Total Care” 

 

Gloria & Barry Holding 
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zoo with a few birds in aviaries, 3 
small emus and a baby kangaroo 
roaming around in the back en-
closure, several  snakes in glass 
fish tanks and  a two and a half 
metre salt water croc. 
 

Mataranka has a very well 
stocked general store that would 
equal many on the Coast with 
their range of camping type stuff; 
although not for price??   
 

Katherine is a surprise; quite a 
large town compared to what we 
have seen lately and has a lot to 
offer. 
 

Plenty of greenery around the 
place, quite a few shops, as well 
as a big, reasonably priced Wool-
worths. 
 

Generally a good feel to this 6000 
people town. 
 

Like Elliot and Mataranka, 
Katherine has some of the black-
est indigenous folk I have seen. 
 

Wednesday saw us move along to 
Adelaide River, where we visited 

the war graves 
of nearly 500 
servicemen and 
women. 
 

In the NT we 
have passed 
many signs indi-
cating old World 
War 2 airstrips, 
making us very 
aware how real 

the war was in the 
Top End - Darwin 

alone had over 60 bombing raids. 
 

The highways are generally not 
fenced and although there hasn’t 
been much carrion we have seen 
half a dozen cows that have been 
hit by vehicles. 

Total Care, they organised for: 
Qantas tourist class direct flight 
Cairns – Melbourne, hire car from 
Tullamarine to home, transporter 
to collect both the car and caravan 
from the Atherton caravan park 
and transport it to Healesville , 
Victoria. We paid for the taxi 
from caravan park to the bus in 
Atherton and the bus fare to 
Cairns. This was less than $50 and 
we could have claimed it by sub-
mitting invoices. The travel from 
Atherton to home was about ten 
hours . 
 

The car and van on the transporter 
took about four weeks to reach 
Healesville. It had been a rough 
ride down on the back of the 
transporter over rough roads at 
their best speed. Those items dis-
placed in the van were soon put 
back, but the microwave plate had 
broken. 
 

The only real problem was the 
transporter had only the driver for 
the unloading. He did not have a 
jack to fit under the draw bar, 
which had been tied down, to lift 
the bar the height of the tow ball. 
He also required direction in back-
ing the car & van of the trans-
porter. 
 

We are extremely thankful that we 
had this RACV Total Care and 
recommend this insurance to all 
members. Their assistance  at a 
stressful time was greatly appreci-
ated. 
 

We learned that it is advisable to 
remove your E-tag, as we were 
charged some $10 by Citilink 
when car was on a transporter 
driving on a Brisbane toll way. 
 

It is unfortunate that although I 
can drive with special glasses, we 
will not be able to do any more 
caravanning. We now have a 18 
month old Jayco Sterling com-
plete with all equipment for sale. 

ooOOoo 

Good on you Barry & Gloria! 
We’ll send a copy to RACV...Ed 

Daly Waters Inn was a welcome 
sight; a huge, modern, spacious 
roadhouse with a well grassed 
caravan park at the rear and Tel-
stra reception. 
 

We drove on about 5 ks and 
came to the Daly Waters Pub 
turnoff. The iconic pub and 
township of about 10 people and 
as many dogs, is 3 ks west of the 
Stuart Highway. 
 

Well, the Daly Waters Pub is 
every bit “Ettamogah Pub”; ex-
cept it is for real, around 60 
years old and genuinely dilapi-
dated. 
 

Hanging from the walls and ceil-
ing in the bar are dozens of auto-
graphed T shirts, shorts, hats, 
knickers, jocks and of course 
bras of all sizes and colours. 
 

The Pink Panther Pub in Larri-
mah would rival the Daly Waters 
Pub in all areas including age 
and state of repair. 
 

I suspect both establishments 

would struggle to stay open if a 
judicious inspection was carried 
out by an officious licensing / 
health/ building inspector. At 
The Pink Panther Pub (which is 
painted pink) they have a mini 

Around Australia Notes 
 

Ray and Helen Banham hail from up Queensland way. On their way 
around the “Big Block” they would send short notes to friends and 
family (you know—the usual “this is where we are, and this is what 
we’re doing” stuff. They thought it would be fun to compile those 
notes into a sort of travel diary, and then thought it would be a good 
idea to share with their ACC mates. Following is an extract from that 
compilation—we hope you enjoy it…. 

Main Bar—Daly Waters Pub. 
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I know we haven’t been to really 
remote areas yet, but this country 
o f  o u r s  i s  s o  v a s t .                                                                                                                                 
I can’t get over how few people 
there are to the kilometre (and in-
finitely less to the square kilome-
tre).   

Yes we are in Darwin - 34 de-
grees, warm and comfortable.                                   
N o caravan parks in the city so 
settled in at Robbie Robbins Park, 

about 10 ks from the GPO. 
 

Had a quick look around the CBD 
before ending up at the Mindil 
Beach Markets - a typical city 
type market with over 100 stalls 
and plenty of variety.    The main 
difference was the divergence of 
magnificent food with so many 
different cuisines to choose from.                                                                            
The lawned foreshore was packed 
with people sitting at chairs and 
tables sipping wine and beer and 
generally relaxing on a 30 degree 
balmy evening. About 100 others 
sat on the beach watching the 
beautiful sunset over Fannie Bay. 
 

Went into the CBD again to col-
lect our mail and “walk the 
streets”, bought a few things, read 
a book and had a snooze in the 
afternoon. 
 

Saturday turned out very much 
like Friday; only difference was 
we didn’t go into the CBD or 
“walk the streets” or buy any-
thing, come to think about it – 
didn’t do much at all, really. 
 

Sunday (35 degrees, fridge work-
ing hard and the air conditioner 
on), drove around Darwin to get 
a feel of the place. 
 

Had a look at The Royal Darwin 
Hospital, the beachside suburbs, 
Cullen’s Marina and Charles 
Darwin NP. 
 

Enjoyed a chicken lunch, with a 
nice breeze under a shady tree, in 
Bicentennial Park. 
 

Darwin is a very 
green city with 
plenty of water, 
a p p a r e n t l y .                     
Certainly no re-
strictions, lots of 
lush parks and 
footpaths sprin-
klers going every-
where. 
 

Having been re-
built after Cyclone 
Tracy in 1974, 
Darwin is obvi-
ously very mod-

ern, and although it 
does not have many “historical” 
buildings, in age, it certainly is 
an historical city from WW2 
p o i n t  o f  v i e w .                                         
We Easterners and Southerners 
heard about Cyclone Tracy, but I 
for one didn’t know much about 
the war. 
 

In the book I have just read on 
the war, it goes into detail about 
how there were over 40 ships in 
Darwin Harbour when 188 Japa-
nese planes attacked on the first 
raid. 
 

These boats were “sitting ducks” 
as most people initially thought 
that they were “our” planes, re-
turning to base. 
 

The details of the war seem to 
have been kept secret from the 
south, but in the Top End there is 
evidence of it everywhere.                                                     
We visited the underground fuel 
tunnels, underground ammuni-
tion storages, the wharves, East 
Point Reserve (where there are 2 
nine inch guns that had a range 

of 27 kilometres) and have seen 
100s of photos of the battles and 
the aftermath. 
 

Because of Tracy most of the 
civic buildings are relatively new 
and some quite awesome, includ-
ing Parliament House and the li-
brary. 
 

The new Waterfront Develop-
ment, with great restaurants, new 
unit blocks, modern offices, acres 
of lush green lawns, swimming 
pools (including the Wave Pool) 
and the ultra modern convention 
centre is quite secluded down 
near the historic Stokes Wharf. 
 

There is so much open space and 
parkland in Darwin; particularly 
around the harbour - the suburbs 
have vast tracts of swampy, low 
lying wet lands and of course the 
airport is right in the middle of 
things. 
 

We have had a quiet week and 
the weather has been kind to us.           
It has been 34 degrees, with low 
humidity and a good breeze 
blowing, every day. 
 

Darwin’s International Film Fes-
tival is on at the moment at the 
outdoor Deckchair Theatre and 
we watched a movie, in the 
“comfort” of a deckchair.           
We were fortunate to befriend a 
lovely young couple; both keen 
fishermen who live on the army/
navy land base called HMAS 
Coonawarra, which is situated on 
an incredible piece of real estate 
known as Elliot Point, at the en-
trance to, and overlooking Dar-
win Harbour. 
 

We had to be signed into the base 
before they could take us fishing 
off an exclusive rock wall in the 
“off limits to public area”.           
Unfortunately all the bases’ high 
tech equipment and paraphernalia 
didn’t make the fish bite any bet-
ter. 
 

Between us we caught 3 fish that 
were too small and had to be  
thrown back. The Darwin Mu-
seum and Art Gallery is presented 

Sunset at Mindil Beach 
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beautifully with the displays mod-
ern, clean and “high tech”.                                                                                    
It is only small by “big city” stan-
dards and is more a cultural mu-
seum with few mechanical things 
and a fairly limited amount of 
works of art.                           
 

After 4 hours there we went and 
had a second look at Parliament 
H o u s e  a n d  t h e  l i b r a r y .                                                                                                                   
Both facilities are in the same 
building with the public entering 
through the one door and security 
checked with metal detectors be-
fore being allowed into either 
“The House” or even the library.                                                                     
To enter the library, you need to 
walk across the Big Hall, which is 
a fabulous marble and timber 
auditorium with a 15 metre high 
ceiling.                                 
 

Pretty well every day, just before 
high tide, Aquascene opens for a 
couple of hours to allow the pay-
ing public to hand feed “wild” 
fish.                                     

This is promoted as Darwin’s 
“most visited” attraction.                                                                        
Plenty of Mullet and a few other 
species of fish come in to Doc-
tor’s Gully to be fed with bread, 
by the locals and us tourists.                                                           
The water was a bit murky and 
the whole affair a bit ho hum 
but,”hey, we did it too”. 
 

Tuesday we stocked up ready for 
our trek south and west.                             
Wednesday pulled out of Darwin 
bound for Litchfield National 
Park; arriving at Wangi Falls 
(pronounced Wong- eye) at 
lunch time. 
 

The one thing that stands out 
more to me about the NT, is the 
number of ant hills; there are lit-
erally trillions and trillions of 
them (quite a few really).             
A few ks into the NP is a very 
informative interpretative centre 
explaining about these termites 
(it makes them sound like good 
guys).                                  

At Wangi there are 2 small water-
falls that drop about 40 metres 
into a delightful circular plunge 
pool which has a surface area of a 
little over a hectare and is mostly 
about 2 metres deep; although 
around the outer edges it gets up 
to 14 metres deep, apparently.           
Tolmer Falls is a lovely sight 
with a single unbroken column of 
water descending some 70 metres 
into its pool. 
 

Florence Falls has the most vol-
ume of water flowing over it, al-
t h o u g h  n o t  a s  h i g h .           
Its 25 metre drop did not deter a 
couple of “alcohol fuelled” lads 
from jumping off the top into the 
pool below. 
 

Buley (Bew-lee) Rock Pools con-
sists of a dozen or so shallow 
rock pools a kilometre upstream 
f r o m  F l o r e n c e  F a l l s .           
The fast flowing narrow stream 
of water that flows from pool to 
pool, gave us a lovely massage as 
we just lay there on this 40 de-
gree day. 
 

Had to travel 10 ks along of a 
very rough bush track from Litch-
field Road to a rocky outcrop 
known as The Lost City.           
These rock formations of all 
shapes and sizes just protrude out 
of the ground, up to 30 metres 
high, in the middle of nowhere.           
Not sure whether it was worth the 
trip but, “hey, we did it too”.           
It was 41 degrees in the van when 
we got back and because Litch-
field is a NP, there is no power, 
no generators and therefore no air 
conditioners.        Fortunately 
there was been a good breeze 
while we were out and about and 
of course we enjoyed a few 
“dips” in the rock pools.           
The camp site was heavily treed 
(well thick scrub anyway) so it’s 
almost breathless at ground level 
and  the van only got down to 
about 30 at night time.           
$170 seemed a lot to pay for a 12 
volt fan, but our Endless Breeze 
purrs away all night on the lowest 
setting; making it bearable (just).           
The waterfalls are amazing as 
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they emanate high up on rocky 
escarpments. The sandstone top 
layer holds the rains from the wet 
seasons like a giant sponge and 
because it is sitting on solid rock 
the water just flows out from a 
couple of places and continues all 
through the  year, making the wa-
terfalls.       It is extremely rare for 
them to ever not flow.  
  

Having decided not to do Kakadu, 
we pushed on to Katherine Gorge, 
calling in on Batchelor (of Rum 
Jungle uranium fame) and also 
Pine Creek on the way.  
 

Stayed in the Katherine Gorge CP 
for 2 nights and enjoyed some 240 
volts and air conditioning. 
 

On Friday night there were peo-
ple everywhere, presumably get-
ting ready for their Saturday 9 
am or 11 am or 1 pm cruise up 
the gorge! 
 

Amongst the throng were 3 
coaches of year 10 students from 
different schools down south; 
fortunately the swimming pool 
was big enough to cater for the 
50 or 60 revellers. 
 

Katherine Gorge is an awesome 
ravine, up to 300 metres wide, 
gouged out of solid rock with 
near sheer cliffs up to 70 metres 
high, on both sides.     Katherine 
Gorge has 13 “gorges” in 12 
kilometres but really is one big 
canyon. 
 

A gorge around here is individu-
alised by the fact you can’t get to 
the next part of the river because 
rocks make it unnavigatable for 
any water craft.                     
 

We went on the 1 pm cruise with 
about 50 other people in a pur-
pose-built aluminium craft pro-
pelled by two 100 horse outboard 
motors.                               
 

Mother Nature is a spectacular 
sculptor -  when she has time.  
She must have had a fair bit of 
spare time on her hands a few 
years ago because Katherine 

Gorge is spec-
tacularly magnifi-
cent.  
 

Our 4 hour boat 
trip (including a 
one hour swim 
[I’m sure the 
driver was being 
paid by the hour]) 
took us past cliffs 
of all colours, 
sandy beaches, 
shallow passes, 
40 metre deep 
channels, rocky 

outcrops, a croc 
trap and ever changing scenery 
while passing through croc in-
fested waters (although not a 
croc was seen). 
 

When we reached the end of one 
“gorge” we disembarked, walked 
100 metres or so over rocks to the 
next “gorge” and boarded another 
boat to tour that “gorge”, and so 
on. 
 

Spent Sunday morning in Kathe-
rine, had a dip in the barely warm 
Hot Springs then headed west 
mindful that we have to jettison 
most raw food items and plant 
material at the W.A. border. 
 

Left Limestone Creek at 8:30 af-
ter enjoying the first good down-
pour of rain since leaving 
Caloundra.  
 

Passed through some slightly 
more inviting and a little more 
interesting country side, which 
included plenty of boab trees on 
the way to the well presented and 
welcoming Victoria River Road-
house.  
 

Stopped in the tiny community of 
Timber Creek, where their cara-
van park prices weren’t quite so 
welcoming.  
 

Ended up having lunch at Police-
man’s Point Lookout, a rest area, 
about 8 ks west of Timber Creek 
where the car park is elevated and 
looks out over a bend on the ma-
jestic Victoria River, with pano-
ramic views in both directions.   

Stayed at East Baines River rest 
area for the night and made cole-
slaw and cooked up the surplus 
vegetables. 
 

Travelled the 130 ks to the border 
and the quarantine station, arriv-
i n g  a t  1 0  o ’ c l o c k .        
We had coleslaw for morning tea 
and have enough potato and 
vegetable bake to keep us going 
for a week. 
 

The quarantine check was pretty 
painless although the serious and 
humourless young man did take 
our “you beaut” hessian bag door 
mat and a couple of handy woven 
poly bags.     
 

ooOOoo      
  (To be Continued.)                                 

Some of the termite mounds are 
huge! 

Katherine Gorge—Spectacular! 
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As an introduction I am a 6m dual 
axle shower van with a couple of 
fluoro lights on the ceiling, halo-
gen and LED reading lights on the 
walls, old style and LED outside 
lights,  rangehood  light and fan, 
bathroom light and fan, cassette 
toilet  and  12v water pump. Ma-
jor appliances are 240v with HWS 
and stove on gas. I also have a 
380w pure sinewave  inverter to 
run the laptop / TV when away 
from AC power. 
 

In a cupboard there is a power 
supply to supply the 12 volts DC 
to the lights and water pump when 
we are connected to 240 V ac 
power. It is not a battery charger, 
but some vans do have a combina-
tion power supply and battery 
charger .We use a C-TEK 7000 
battery charger for top up charg-
ing when necessary.  
 

On the roof we have an 80w and a 
120w solar panel feeding two 100 
Amp hour (Ah)  AGM deep cycle 
batteries in the front boot.  
 

The solar controller is a 20 amp 
model with a digital readout  and  
three day memory. Data available 
is battery and solar panel voltage, 
solar output current, Ahrs so far 
today, Ahrs yesterday, and also 
the day before. 
 

The total output from the panels is 
200 watts  and   the output  figures 
from the manufacturer show an 
80w panel supplying 4.55 amps 
and a 120w panel 6.74 amps ie a 
total maximum current of 11.3 
amps. I can not measure in real 
time what power I am using but 
what I use tonight I must replace 
tomorrow.     

 I don’t wish to use more than 100 
Ahrs of energy before I recharge 
the battery bank, so I won’t run 
them down lower than 50% dis-
charge. 

So here is my story. 
 

Firstly I will disconnect the C-
Tek 7000 battery charger, so that 
the solar controller will record all 
the charging history. Other appli-
ances are on 240V AC.  
 

DAY 1. 
With fridges and other major ap-
pliances on 240V AC power last 
night I ran a couple of  lights di-
rectly off the batteries for aprox 
three hours as a test run. The so-
lar controller read the following, 
battery 13.4V,solar panel 20.1V, 
panel current zero,( ie batteries 
fully charged ) charge so far to-
day 6.3 Ahrs, batteries on float 
charge.    

For convenience we have 12 V 
relays fitted in the boot so that all 
system 12V  change over and 
12V supply to the inverter can be 
controlled by remote switching 
from inside the van.  
 

DAY 2  
We switched on additional lights 
and ran them for longer last night 
and today we showed that 12.2 
Ahrs were charged back into the 
batteries.  
 

In the van we have a laptop com-
puter fitted with an internal TV 
program so we do not have to 
carry a separate TV. Aprox 
power rating is 60 watts which 
will draw 5 Amps from the 12V 
supply when running off the in-
verter.  
 

DAY 3    
Last night we had a couple of 
lights on and ran the laptop/TV 
on the inverter for three hours 
and today we charged 22.5 Ahrs 
into the batteries. Be aware that 
if you had a separate laptop and 
TV the usage would be much 
higher.  
 

DAY 4   
We had the laptop on the inverter 
and lights on till late last night 
researching caravan wiring dia-
grams on the net. I found a very 
interesting article about a refit 
for a large cabin cruiser on a ma-

rine site. After the refit three dif-
ferent situations were discussed, 
at the marina on shore power pre-
paring for a cruise, cruising on 
open water and at anchor off 
shore. It is very similar to a large 
caravan or RV going on a long 
trip. We have had full sun today 
and by early afternoon the batter-
ies were fully charged with 30.4 
Ahrs recorded on  the controller. 
It is now September and we are 
west of Sydney (33degrees south 
lat )  where we can expect about 
4.75 hours of effective  sunlight 
( sun hours)  each day .     
 

DAY  5   
Dull day today but we ran lights 
and accessories via 240v last 
night so no usage figures to re-
port. ( The controller did show .1 
Ahrs which is a normal top up 
charge) . We packed up today and 
drove further down the highway 
and will freedom camp for the 
next couple of days. We will run 
the 40 l engel fridge in the back 
of the 4X4 off the second battery 
in the patrol and leave the van 
fridge off untill we arrive and 
then switch it on to gas.  
 

If needed we could have run the 
caravan fridge via the Anderson 
plug on the rear of the tug but you 
need to ensure you have heavy 
cables to minimize voltage drop. 
A drop from 12.6 V to 10 V 
would see the 3 way fridge drop 
to 70 % efficiency.   
 

DAY  6   
We freedom  camped  last night 
with van fridge and HWS on gas, 
minimum lights and laptop use, 
quick showers on pump, outside 
light and LED light strip running 
off van batteries. Solar controller 
reading today is 34 Ahrs.  
 

As a guide, to find out the maxi-
mum charging current from your 
panels divide their    panel watt-
age by 17. Also beware when 
buying un-branded and un-
marked panels that they may be 
factory seconds and will not per-
form as expected.  

A Week in the Life 
of a Caravan / RV 

Battery 
 

   Fred  Baker    
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DAY 7   
Freedom camped again last night 
and the solar panels charged 29 
Ahrs back into the batteries. 
(Other users with different loads 
will show different figures).  
 

So what did we expect , here 
(Table 1) is a list of the average 
loads for 12 volt lights and appli-
ances including those which may 
be run off an inverter.  
 

Compressor style fridges usually 
draw aprox 4 amps when operat-
ing but they usually have a cycle 
ratio of one third so would run for 
8 hrs in a 24 hr period. They 
would typically use 32 Ahrs per 
day .  3 way fridges can draw 
from 12 to more than 20 amps 
continuously on 12 volt so their 
use on batteries is not feasible.
( Even disastrous)   
 

By itemizing all of the loads that 
we would have on the system and 
estimating the time in use we can 
calculate the daily Ahrs drawn 
from the batteries. We then need 
to add 10% to allow for charging 
losses to calculate the required 
output  from the solar panels and 
the time  to bring the batteries 
back to full charge. ( 46 X 1.1 div 
by 11.3 = 4.48 sun hrs ) as in the 
example above. 
 

With 200W of solar panels avail-
able and delivering 11.3 Amps 
maximum we therefore need at 
least 4.48 sun hours. With panels 
mounted flat on the roof of an RV 

we may not achieve maximum 
output till mid morning. Even on 
a dull day solar panels will still 
charge at a lower rate. As a guide 
batteries can be measured about 
6-12 hours after charge or dis-
charge to get an approximate in-
dication of their depth of dis-
charge. At this time any reading 
lower than 12.0V,( 40%)  the 
battery is considered flat.  
 

Most solar panels have an open 
circuit voltage of aprox 20 volts, 
but when charging into a battery 
the input to the solar controller 
(regulator) will show much less 
and depending on voltage drop 
could show 14V-15V solar panel 
and 13.4V battery voltage, de-
pending on type. 
 

At the end of the week we were 
happy that we had enough capac-
ity to run all our loads without 
stressing the batteries. Now that 
we have a set of benchmark fig-
ures we will change over the rest 
of the lights to LEDs and save 
further on battery usage.  
 

Suggestions: 
 

* Conduct a power audit on your 
vans  usage 
 

* Check your battery and charg-
ing capacity 
 

* Don’t run your batteries down 
below 50% depth of discharge 
 

* Ensure that you have adequate 
sized wiring throughout the van 
and tug. 
 

* Change over to LED lighting 
where possible. 
 

* Use power hungry devices dur-
ing the day to benefit from solar 
charging. 
 

* Make sure that any loads with 
standby facilities are switched off  
on the 12v side. Inverters in 
standby mode can still draw .5 
amp or more continuously.  
 

* Solar panels work best when 
cool so ensure good ventilation 
under the panels, their efficiency 
drops off above 35 degrees C , it 
is the opposite with batteries , 
they undercharge when cold and 
overcharge when hot. 
 

Recognition is given to the fol-
lowing sources of material and 
readers are encouraged to study 
their own equipment manuals. 
 

Collyn Rivers books, Projecta, 
Redarc, Century Battery, Jaycar, 
Pirana, Xantrex, Marine sites on 
internet. Australian solar map on 
internet. 
 

ooOOoo 

      
Item   Qty Watts (ea)  Amps (ea) Hours A/hrs 
 
Floure lights   3     18          1.5     2    9 
Halogen lts   2     18          1.5     2    6  
LED lights   4       3          0.25     2    2 
Toilet unit/ lts /fan  1     18           1.5     0.5    0.75 
Range hood lt/ fan  1     18           1.5     0.5    0.75 
Water pump   1     60           5     0.5    2.5 
Outside lt (old style)  1     18           1.5     2    3 
TV/laptop   1     60           5     3  15 
Car radio   1     12           1     4    4 
Radio/ stereo/DVD  1     18           1.5      2    3    

Total                    46 Ahrs 
 

Table 1 

 

Lew Ryan—one of the hard work-
ing catering volunteers at Malla-
coota, has a well-earned cuppa. 

Good on you Lew! 
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Planning a trip to outback Queensland?   
 
Charleville Police District covers highways and roads over a huge area of outback Queensland.  The Dis-
trict stretches from Morven in the east, Cunnamulla in the south, and the towns of Eulo, Hungerford, 
Thargomindah, Quilpie, Adavale and Eromanga in the south west.  The major service and tourist town of 
Charleville is located in the middle of the police district at the junction of the Mitchell and Warrego High-
ways.  The towns of Augathella and Tambo are located on the northern edge at the gateway to Western 
Queensland and beyond the black stump.    

 
A key priority for Charleville Police District is to increase road safety for drivers and their passengers 
travelling on our roads.  The Stay On Track Outback road safety initiative aims to provide visitors with 
important road safety tips and useful travel information when driving on the highways and roads of the 
outback. 

 
You may be a young person who has just obtained a driver licence and on your first ever road trip, a 
family heading off for a 4WD outback camping holiday, or you have driven for many years and are now 
finally enjoying the trip of a lifetime with a new caravan or RV.  Whoever you are, driving on our outback 
roads poses hazards and conditions you may never have encountered before.  These unique conditions 
make the trip truly special and memorable, but to Stay On Track Outback when driving, special atten-
tion needs to be given to: 

 
Drive to road conditions – road conditions and quality can change quickly with hazards like soft 

edges, road works and surfaces changing from bitumen to gravel and narrowing from dual lane to 
single lane roads. 

Remember the Fatal Four – obey the speed limit, don’t drink and drive, wear your seatbelt and 
rest regularly to avoid fatigue. 

Take care when towing – towing a camper trailer or caravan on outback roads can be challeng-
ing, particularly with varying road conditions and when passing or overtaking heavy vehicles.    

Watch out for wildlife and livestock on the road – wildlife and livestock often cross or graze 
near the edge of roads.  Avoid driving at night or at dusk or dawn - don’t end your trip by swerv-
ing to avoid or colliding with wildlife or livestock.    

Share the road safely with heavy vehicles – when a road train is coming towards you on a sin-
gle lane road, avoid stone damage to your windscreen by slowing down and moving over to the 
left, or pull over and stop to give the road train the room it needs on the bitumen.  When a wide 
load is coming towards you, slow down and find a safe spot to move off the road and stop to allow 
the load safely past you.  Listen to UHF Channel 40 for instructions from the pilot vehicle or driver. 

 
 
Visit us at www.stayontrackoutback.qld.gov.au for outback road safety tips and useful links to assist 
planning your trip and enjoying your journeys in outback Queensland. 

a road safety initiative of Charleville Police District  
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ACC’s Inhouse Entertainers 
 

This year’s National Muster showcased our evergrow-
ing pool of inhouse entertainers. These guys (‘n gal) 
provided a variety of offerings that really opened our 
eyes as to the talent that exists within our membership. 
 

With stand-up comedy, bush poetry and music that 
covered all genres from classical to country they kept 
their audiences happy for hours on end. 
 

Hope their efforts encourage more of the hidden tal-
ents in our midst to come forth. Who knows what is 
hiding in caravans these days—perhaps another Elvis? 
 

Thanks people! 

Vince Pagett 

Max Watkins 

Kerry Segelow 

Lew Ryan 

Brian Ward 

Cec Caterer 

Alan Lazarus 

Dennis Carstairs 
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Photography  
Competition 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a “dab” 
hand with the camera? Why not 
enter the ACC Photography Com-
petition and show off your master-
pieces to an appreciative audi-
ence! 
 

To enter the competition you need 
to belong to the “Monthly Photo 
Competition” group, on the ACC 
Website. To join the group go to 
the “Campfire” / “Groups”/”All 
Groups” and select the “Monthly 
Photo Competition” group, and 
select “Join Group”. You only 
have to do this once. 
 

To post an image, go to the 
“Monthly Photo Competition” 
group, select the current Competi-
tion Album (e.g. January Compe-
tition” and simply post your im-
age. 

All members have the chance to 
vote for the picture they think is 
the best, by clicking on the “like” 
or “don't like” buttons that ap-
pear on each picture. At the end 
of the month the winner is the 
picture with the most “likes”.  
 

As well as the monthly competi-
tion, there is also a quarterly 
competition. 
 

The monthly winner gets to 
nominate the picture subject for 
the month after next (e.g. Janu-
ary’s winner Q00773 nominates the 
subject for the March competi-
tion, and so on). Each month’s 
winner then goes into the quar-
terly competition, with the over-
all winner receiving a BEST wa-
ter Filter—kindly donated by 
Colin Hopgood. Monthly win-
ning entries will also be pub-
lished in the Nomad. 
 

Don’t be mistaken—this is no 
easy contest—just check out the  

entries received so far, the quality 
of some would rival the works of 
many professional photographers! 
There are some really talented 
people out there in ACC-land. 
 

Pictured are the winning entries 
for February, March, and April as 
nominated by you. (You did vote, 
didn’t you?) 
 

So go to it! Get clicking away 
and show us what you, and your 
trusty camera are capable of. 
Might even be a good idea to dig 
out the handbook that came with 
your camera to ensure that you 
are getting the best from the little 
beast. When I worked for a living 
w e  h a d  a n  a c r o n y m 
“RTFM” (Read the flaming’ 
manual!) You never know, you 
might learn a thing or two! 
 

(Tip: You can vote for your own-
photo’s—how cool is that!) 
 

ooOOoo 

Deee Ceee’s stunning shot of Hervey Bay took out August’s competition. 
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Parental duties can be found anywhere as shown in Vinnie & Kat’s winning entry for September. 

John & Kathy won in October with the big chair at Broken Hill. 



Australian Caravan Club Limited 
ACN 121 300 856   *   PO Box 631 Patterson Lakes Vic 3197 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  Fee My Cost 

 An Ordinary Member ( 1 year )  $50.00  

 An Ordinary Member ( 3 years )  $140.00  

 An Associate Member $40.00  

 Include me in the ACCESS scheme $5.00  

 Application Fee $10.00 $10.00 

  Total to Pay  

I wish to apply for membership as -  

Note: Our constitution states that an ordinary member must own a qualifying unit, which is defined as a Recreational Vehicle ( RV )  which is any form of mo-
bile living accommodation that is, or can be, combined with a motor vehicle either as a towed combination or as a self-propelled unit which is designed to be 
used upon Australian roads. This includes, and is not limited to, caravans, motorhomes, campervans, camper trailers, slide-on units, 5th wheelers, etc. An 
associate member may be any person who is interested in caravanning or the caravanning lifestyle. 

Office Use Only 

Introduced By: 

APPLICANT Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………. Given Names:……………..…………………… 
                        Date of Birth:…………………..……………………………….Preferred Name:…………..…………………... 
PARTNER Surname:………………………..………….. Title:…………...Given Names:………………..………………... 
     Date of Birth:……………………..……………………………..Preferred Name:…………..………………….. 

RESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS:………………………………...……………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………….…………………. State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
POSTAL ADDRESS:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  Town:………………………………………………….…………..State:…………… Postcode:………………… 
EMAIL ADDRESS:…………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 
TELEPHONE Home:………………………..…...Mobile:………..………………….….Other:……….………………………….. 

QUALIFYING UNIT  Type:…………………………………………………... Registration No.:……………………… 

      ( C aravan, Camper Trailer etc )  

Make:……………………………………………….Model:……………………………….. ..Length:……………………. 
I certify that by applying for membership of the Australian Caravan Club Limited I agree that: 
• If I am applying as an ordinary member I own ( solely or jointly )  a qualifying unit as detailed above and I shall advise management if I dispose of the unit. 

I will remove any club insignia from the unit prior to disposal. 
• I will act in a manner which is respectful of other members of the club and the community in general. 
• I will promote the best interests of the club and comply with the club constitution. 
• I am applying to join a club which is Limited by guarantee and therefore if the club is wound up I may be required to contribute $5.00 toward any club debts 

as required by law  and the club constitution. 
• My membership application shall not be approved until I have paid the application fee and membership fee above. 
         
   

SIGNED:……………………………………….. DATE:…………………….  
 Please DO NOT publish my details 
 In the on-line membership directory. 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
Cheque /Money Order                     Debit  my VISA                 Debit my MASTERCARD            Direct Credit            

Card Number:                                                                   CSC: 
Name on Card:……………………………………….……... Expires:……/…… 
Signature:……………………………………………………...…………………… 

Details for Direct Credit Payments: 
Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Name: Australian Caravan Club Ltd 
Account No. 130553498 
BSB No. 633 108 
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From the Branches 

Our first stop was the freebie at 
Broke where we found David & 
Ellen waiting. The camp fire was 
lit for happy hour and then the 
rain came down and sent us scut-
tling indoors.  
 

Next night we managed to find a 
dry spot at the First Fleet Memo-
rial by the river at Wallabadah and 
again had the fire going before the 
rain sent us inside. 
 

A funny event happened here 
(take a warning). Keith trotted off 
to the toilet just on dusk and com-
ing out to make his way back 
through the Memorial Garden 
found the gates just about to be 
locked. Taking the opportunity to 
have a chat with the caretaker it 
was dark when he retraced his 
way back to our camp. Now there 
was a great deal of mud and pud-
dles around following recent rains 
and guess what? He found them 
all – arrived back with the muddi-
est shoes ever! 
 

Poured heavily overnight and the 
following day and instead of stay-
ing by the river at Bingara in wet 
muddy conditions we opted to 
spend the day in the car travelling 
to Goondiwindi (did have a brief 
catch up with Chris & Leonie at 
Bingara). Thankfully by the time 
we got to our destination the rain 
had stopped. We had planned 3 
nights here to dry out and clean 
up. Keith & I actually had a 4th as 
our caravan battery needed replac-
ing (Keith finally admitted it!). 
 

 The rest of the group went on to 
St. George and the Kapunda Fish-
ing Park, where a very nice area 
by the river provided a peaceful 
environment. One incident at Ka-
punda, Daisy (Ted’s dog) took a 
fancy to the piece of chicken on 
Ted’s fishing line and ended up 

with the hook in her mouth. This 
was eventually removed with 
David hanging on to Daisy, 
Mavis trying to calm her and Ted 
doing the surgery! All was well, 
Daisy managed her dinner and 
the odd apple! 
 

Wallambilla showground (out of 
Roma) was our next port of call. 
Getting there early we managed 
to secure sufficient area for our 
group to plug into power. It was 
a wet and muddy area and guess 
what, it poured 
again as we got 
the campfire go-
ing, poured all 
night and was 
just about a sea of 
mud in the morn-
ing when we 
managed our es-
cape. This show-
ground was clos-
ing for a few 
months to make some upgrades – 
hopefully the drainage. 
 

Our next stop where we spent 3 
nights was Jandowae, a small 
town these days and the town 
where they sold off blocks of 
land for $1 a few years back. A 
nice grassy 
caravan park 
and very quiet. 
We enjoyed our 
stay here. 
 

Onwards then 
to Barrabah 
Bush Caravan 
park (a favour-
ite of ours), 
north of Mur-
gon where we 
were allocated an area on our 
own complete with fire pit, shel-
ter, table etc. Unfortunately we 
were too late to book into the 
Tuscan Feast at the nearby Mof-
fatdale winery and, whilst talking 
on the phone to Roger, he sug-
gested we have our own. That is 
exactly what we did – we all 
made an Italian type dish and 

had a communal meal one eve-
ning.  
 

Another day we took off to Lake 
Boondooma and had a picnic 
lunch and we also had lunch out 
at the Dusty Hill winery nearby 
one day. 
 

We then travelled south east into 
the hinterland of the Sunshine 
Coast to the small town of 
Maleny which is settled into the 
green and lush hillside. We pulled 
into the local showground which 
proved a very popular spot at $15 
a night. Some great drives and 
scenery around this area, plus we 

had soccer matches and dog train-
ing to watch at night! 
 

Our plans changed slightly and 
Mt. Warning was our next desti-
nation. Yes there is a caravan 
park at the end of a narrow road, 
which would be impossible to 

reach if the two fords were 
flooded. Mt. Warning is the first 
place in Australia to see the sun 
in the morning of course and we 
did have nice sunshine – but it 
also got a bit cool at night.  
 

I managed to encounter a fellow 
in a camper van on the edge of 
the caravan park, who introduced 

Southern  
Highlanders 

 

(Myra Males) 
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himself as Rabbi …….. After a 
long conversation I came away 
with a fount of information, like 
he was acquainted with the last 2 
American presidents – also knew 
the princes Harry and William. He 
was an American and reckoned 
the only way out of America’s 
present decline was for it to rejoin 
the Commonwealth also he in-
formed me he was the liaison offi-
cer for the local aborigines and 
that next month the area would be 
shut off to tourists (news to the 
caravan park manager). Also men-
tioned he was the security officer 
for the caravan park – again news 
to the manager! I guess he was on 
some kind of medication – we 
were not far from Nimbin – any-
way he said I was an English 
rose!!! 
 

After this we decided to spend a 
couple of nights at the RV village 
in Casino and then on to Maclean. 
Well we did not like the park at 
Maclean so turned back to 
Yamba where we had 3 very 
pleasant days.  
 

Certificates were presented to 2 of 
our members: 1) to David for be-
ing the first to arrive at one spot 
and first to be packed up on two 
occasions and 2) to Hank for be-
ing a most efficient and enthusias-
tic Fire Chief at all of our camp-
fires . (I think David has his eye 
on this position though). 
 

Our next stop was Mylestom near 
the beach, handy to Coffs Harbour 
and Urunga. 
 

We finished our stay and trip with 
a night out at the local Bowling 
Club and had a great Chinese 
meal with the courtesy bus to take 
us home. At this point it was de-
cided each should make the jour-
ney back home their own way, 
choosing their own stopover 
place. 
 

Weather forecast was not looking 
good when we packed up and in-
deed we copped the very strong 
winds and rain on our journey 
home. 
 

ooOOoo 

Thursday saw the arrival of the 
first of the members to the 
Gillingarra campsite.  
 

They were soon joined by a cou-
ple from the Swan River Rovers 
who had to be lassoed from the 
roadside to join us. They were on 
their way to points north and just 
happened to have a roadside stop 
adjacent to our camp site. 
 

It was during Friday that the rest 
of the group arrived to make up 
the numbers. 
 

The camp fire was the the centre 
point for our gathering and it 
provided some very well needed 
warmth for the chilly evenings as 
well as a great place to toast our 
marshmallows. 
 

The peace of the daytime was 
disturbed by the sound of a 
chainsaw as it dissected some 
timber to fit into the fire ring. 

A few wildflowers are already 
showing their pleasing faces and 

we are serenaded by magpies and 
butcherbirds in the mornings and 
during the day they are joined by 
the voices of the crows, twenty-
eights and fairy wrens. 
 

The days are warm and sunny and 
several of the group headed off to 
do their exploring of the local 

towns and the various 
tourist destinations. 
 

On Saturday evening the 
ladies provided an excel-
lent selection of food for 
all to enjoy as we sat 
around the campfire in 
our chairs. The chilly 
Saturday evening was 
warmed by the campfire 
and that cold, bone pene-
trating breeze of the 

night before died off and we were 
exposed to the wonders of the 
clear night sky. 
 

On Sunday morning, the blokes 
too excelled themselves, as they 
toasted the rolls and cooked the 
bacon and eggs. Then it was back 
to the campfire as we all enter-
tained ourselves with our discus-
sions of our rigs and caravanning 
experiences. 
 

So, at the end of our muster we 
say thanks to each other for pro-
viding us with a fantastic week-
end. The fellowship was excellent 
and everyone had a most enjoy-
able time. And thanks, God, for 
the excellent weather. 
 

It was difficult to tear ourselves 
away but we must all return to 
our homes so that we can prepare 
for our next muster that will be at 
the Dwellingup Caravan Park. 
 

ooOOoo 

Western Wallabies 
Gillingarra Muster 
 

David Kentish 
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Upon an accepted request from 
the President Peter Eade, I chose 
to write this report and I under-
stand that a different point of view 
is sometimes refreshing and al-
lows everyone to have an input. 
 

I will take this opportunity to in-
troduce myself, as I know some of 
the group may still not know who 
I am. My name is Rob(ert) Mor-
gan and my wife is Sandra Mor-
gan. We are relatively new to the 
Southern Nomads but enjoying it 
more and more. We were one of 
the first to arrive at Maryborough 
on Tuesday afternoon followed by 
Peter and Kath, and, not long af-
ter, a few more including Brian 
and Heather. After setting up, we 
went about checking out the Cara-
van Park. Sunshine and calm con-
ditions with 22 Degrees always 
makes you feel better. 
 

The first happy hour was a small 
gathering at Peter and Kath’s cara-
van. After a windy night a few 
more pegs were hammered into 
the ground. Still more arriving and 
it was time to take Maggie for a 
walk and check out the Lake. 
 

There were a few trips into town 
to do some shopping and check a 
few tourist attractions. Marybor-
ough and the surrounding area 
have a lot of interesting history 
and were well worth a visit. That 
afternoon, John and Brian organ-
ised a game of Croquet. I joined 
in, and at some stage, I wound up 
playing with the ladies (not like 
that) and to my surprise they let 
me win (always diplomatic and 
yes I know my place). Unfortu-
nately the next morning the 
weather seemed to be taking a spi-
ral downwards with some very 
cold winds and rain impending. 
However, nobody let that interfere 
with having a good time. Brian 

organised a game of Klopp and 
yours truly made an early exit. 
And if my memory serves me 
correctly, Heather won the first 
game. 
 

Happy Hour that evening was 
held around Ed and Mavis’s 
caravan with a good crowd of 
people. Apologies if I don’t men-
tion everybody as we are still 
getting used to names and faces. 
The learning curve has begun for 
us and it’s always great to hear 
the trips and traps of travelling 
this great country.  
 

A place to get brunch or a morn-
ing coffee was soon sorted at 
Café Fusion run by the local 
TAFE college. As a consequence 
of the weather, Happy Hour 
moved inside to the camp 
kitchen the following days. By 
the weekend, the weather had 
started to improve again and 
more activities were held outside 
in the fresh air.  
 

Commiserations to those whose 
footy teams exited the finals on 
the weekend. Monday warmed 
up nicely and several Bocce 
groups played off for the cham-
pionship. And yes, yet again an 
early exit for yours truly and 
partner. All things considered a 
great time was enjoyed by all 
and we look forward to theYarra-
wonga Muster in November. 
 

ooOOoo 

tea, coffee and sugar. Darren also 
rang around and managed to pro-
cure a great dinner deal for the 
group at a local Bistro. 
 

Our members began arriving on 
Tuesday only to find other ACC 
members Brian and Marie in the 
park from Western Australia. 
While chatting to the relieving 
office lady, Marie discovered that 
they were second cousins from 
Warwick in Qld. 
 

As more of our members arrived 
and settled in Geoff & Doreen 
Smith (The muster organisers) 
took the members on a historical 
journey around Picton and Cam-
den the home to Governor Mac-
quarie. There was also an exten-
sive list of venues to visit, includ-
ing the new Masters Hardware 
store especially for the men. 
 

On Friday there was a good con-
tingent of members around so the 
“Sedentary Olympics” were be-
gun; all members were invited to 
attend with the promise of fresh 
scones with jam and cream for all 
who participated. The games 
started with the “Shot Put” mem-
bers had to sit in a chair and toss 
a water filled balloon as far as 
possible, this was followed by the 
“Javelin Throw” an extra-long 
weighted straw, then an egg and 
spoon race, a fishing game, 
Quoits, the Gum boot toss and 
finally a cross country blind 
man’s bluff where members had 
to guide their blindfolded spouse 
around a twisting course with 
only voice commands.  
 

We all had a great time and many 
good laughs, it was then time to 
break out the scones for afternoon 
tea which led into happy hour and 
then it was off to town for dinner. 
 

We left in convoy for “Bistro 
Calavia” and arrived on time at 
6:30 pm, as we entered we were 
met by the owner and chef, Mi-
chael, we were seated at a long 
table and 18 hungry people were 
drooling with anticipation as the 
mixed entre platters were brought 
to the table, the selection was de-

Southern Nomads 
Maryborough  

Muster 
 

Rob Morgan 

Sydney City  
Slickers 

Camden Muster 
 

Gary & Marilyn Amesbury 

Having visited the Poplars Cara-
van Park last year for our Christ-
mas Muster, we decided to return 
for a historical survey of the 
area.  
 

Our Hosts and Park Managers 
Darren & Karen were once again 
fantastic hosts, providing us with 
a large Marquee’, gas Bar-B-Q 
and Gas space heater plus an urn 
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licious and disappeared rapidly. 
We were then given the choice of 
any main course from the menu 
and they all sounded great, a vari-
ety of orders were taken and we 
all chatted and drank while wait-
ing for our main course to be 
cooked. After about thirty minutes 
the first two meals arrived fol-
lowed immediately by the next 
sixteen and within five minutes 
we had all been served and were 
digging in.  
 

The food was impeccable and 
barely a scrap left on anyone’s 
plate, a few of us braved a desert 
or coffee before departing for the 
caravan park and a good rest. 
 

On Saturday more members ar-
rived plus a few visitors so after 
morning tea we drove to Belgenny 
farm, one of the properties owned 
and run by the MacArthur’s, as 
luck would have it there was a 
film crew on site filming a new 
mini series called “A place to call 
home” and the main star Noni Ha-
zelhurst was on set.   
 

On our return to the Caravan Park 
we had lunch then more 
“Sedentary Games” were held, 
then Brian from Western Australia 
introduced our group to “KLOP”, 
after a brief intro to the rules we 
played our first game and had lots 
of belly laughs as the game 
evolved. We all enjoyed this so 
much several members are going 
to make their own Klop sets. 
 

After a communal dinner in the 
Marquee’ Geoff Smith announced 
the winners of the Sedentary 
Games and awarded fun prizes to 
all the members. 
 

Sunday was a relaxing day, a 
communal breakfast to start us off 
then a visit to a local Winery and 
trips to the shops for meals and 
supplies. 
 

After lunch it was time to start 
packing up for some members 
who had to return home to work 
on Monday.  

 

During our first Happy Hour we 
held a wood raffle to pay for a 
load of firewood for our fire, add-
ing to the wood that many of us 
had managed to collect already. 
We had a great time catching up 
on news and meeting new friends. 
 

The attendees received some 
“lateral thinking” quizzes to mull 
over for the next 24 hours, with 
the promise of prizes for their ef-
forts. 

 

Saturday morning we were ready 
for a tagalong to Tarra Bulga Na-
tional Park. Derek kindly agreed 
to lead the party, as he knew the 
area and he gave us a very enjoy-
able journeyindeed. 
 

We firstly visited the Tarra Falls 
and thanks must go to Derek for 
saving my camera from a watery 
end! Our next walk was the rain 
forest loop, followed by a visit to 
the visitor centre where we saw a 
slide show of the park and also 
had a sausage sizzle/picnic to-
gether, before embarking on ei-
ther the short walk or the long 
walk to the suspension bridge. 

A great time was had by all and 
our thanks go out to our Caravan 
Park hosts, Darren and Karen 
and the other park staff for their 
generous hospitality, David and 
Valerie Apps, Brad and Helen 
who came down for the weekend 
without their vans and to Geoff 
and Doreen Smith for organising 
the muster, activities and games. 
 

ooOOoo 

What a beautiful part of Victoria 
we experienced at the Tarra Val-
ley muster! 
 

A few of us arrived on the 
Wednesday and had some fun 
getting into sites which were wet 
following recent rain, one getting 
bogged quite early in the piece. 
 

We enjoyed a campfire on the 
second night and Tony was in his 
element then, and for the whole 
muster, attending the fire. 
 

The rest of the ACC members 
arrived on Friday and we were 
very pleased to welcome to our 
muster, Derek & Gwen, Neil & 
Kay, Jim and Marie, Ian & Di-
anne and Geoff and Barbara 
from the Gippsland Gypsies and 
on Saturday George and Marilyn 
from the Southern Nomads. 
 

Soon after they arrived some la-
dies joined Sheila and I in mak-
ing octagonal boxes and others 
watched while the men enjoyed 
the fire in the large stone fire-
place. 

Bayside Wanderers 
Tarra Valley 

Muster 
 

Mavis Parsons 
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The formation of this new branch 
was created as a result of the 
driving force of the now first 
president of the ACC Southerly 
Busters Rick (Cowboy) Coul-
stock who saw the need for a 
branch along the beautiful NSW 
South Coast, at this stage the 
branch covers members from the 
Illawarra, Shoalhaven and hope-
fully in the future as far south as 
the Sapphire Coast area. 
 

The branch formation was held 
at the Shoalhaven Heads Tourist 
Park on 18/8/12 with 8 vans 
which included visitors from the 
Hunter Ramblers, Sydney Slick-
ers and Swan River Rovers. 
 

A meeting was held in the camp 
kitchen which was filled to ca-
pacity by people that were at the 
park and many attending because 
of the advertising done by Lionel 
Mussell. The meeting elected 
President Rick Coulstock, Secre-
tary Rod Shapley (wife pushed 
his hand up) Treasurer Geri 
Shapley all unopposed. 
 

Our thanks go to Brian & Marie 
Minchin (Swan River Ramblers) 
for their guidance and help dur-
ing the branch formation and 
Rick & Joy Lewis (Sydney 

Slickers) & Leigh & Lindsay 
Marshall (Hunter Ramblers). 
 

The branch name “Southerly 
Busters” is appropriate for this 
area in particular due to the con-
nection with the southerly which 
comes through from Jarvis Bay to 
Sydney as mentioned in the poem 
by Henry Lawson (The Southerly 
Buster).  
 

A flag was flown from the GPO 
or Observatory Hill (depending 
on which version you read) to 
warn mariners and Sydneysider’s 
that the Southerly Buster had 
passed through Jarvis Bay. The 
flag blue with the letters JB in 
white was displayed. 
 

The new branch now has 15 units 
registered. 
 

Our first post branch formation 
meeting was held at the Seven 
Mile Beach National Park be-
tween Shoalhaven Heads and 
Gerroa. We had 11 members in 
attendance and all enjoyed the 
day putting names to faces and 
planning our assault on the mus-
ter calendar for next year with our 
muster organisers Martin Castles 
and Bruce Clarke. 
 

We are all looking forward to our 
first muster which we are having 
at the Burrill Lake Tourist Park, 
where our AGM and Christmas 
party will be held. This will in-
clude an Open Air Cinema, Van 
Christmas decorating, Klop and 
many other great events. 
 

We encourage all the ACC mem-
bers up and down the NSW South 

We returned via a scenic, unmade, 
road in time to get the fire stoked 
up for Happy Hour, a raffle and 
the answers to the lateral thinking 
quizzes. 
 

Winners of the quizzes were Bar-
bara & Geoff, Audrey & John and 
Ian & Sheila. Raffles were won by 
people from each of the three 
branches represented. 
 

We had dinner around the fire and 
stayed on for a chat till bedtime. 
Sunday morning some of us had a 
bacon and egg breakfast, around 
the fire which Tony had fired 
upearlier, followed by the tradi-
tional Bocce tournament. 
 

We battled the elements for the 
last few games of Bocce and by 
the time the grand final was 
played by Audrey and myself 
against Marie and Jim, the gallery 
had deserted us for the warmth of 
the fire, or their caravans, leaving 
us to try to get the game over be-
fore we were frozen solid and 
soaking wet. 
 

The victors were Jim and Marie 
from the Gippsland Gypsies, who 
were presented with the “Lucky 
Elephant” trophy during lunch, 
with the instructions that they 
must keep it in a prominent place 
forever. 
 

Monday Ed and I, and Ian and 
Sheila waved a sad farewell to our 
ACC friends after a great weekend 
and went into Yarram for a deca-
dent day of eating morning tea, 
lunch and afternoon tea before 
returning to a much smaller 
Happy Hour by the fire. 
 

Thanks to all for a wonderfull 
muster. 

ooOOoo 

News From The 
Southerly Busters 

 

Rod Shapley 

The newly elected executive - 
(L to R) Geri Shapley, Rick Coul-

stock, Rod Shapley. 

Post branch-formation dinner. 
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Coast to join the “Southerly Bust-
ers” branch and make this one of 
the best branches in the ACC; 
 

After all we are branch No. 21… 
 

Happy 21st, Australian Caravan 
Club! 
 

“Meeting of the Minds” at Seven 
Mile Beach. 

Some people I know think that it’s 
sad 
That I crave the life of the grey 
nomad 
 But I have purchased the car and 
the caravan 
And bit by bit I have  hatched a 
plan 

 

Now a recent visit with friends  
Baz and Pam 
Has made me see just what a fool  
I am 
To live each day just stuck  in a 
rut 
With the usual ties that will need 
to be cut 

  
So when winter next comes we 
plan to  depart 
And  practice where we can the 
free camping art 
We’ll  travel this land both far and 
wide 
And when to return we will  later 
decide  
 

Up the coast as far as  Hervey Bay 
We might even make it right up to 
Mackay  
Then inland to perhaps Tamworth 
and beyond 
I would really love to get to see 
the “big pond” (lake Eyre)  

 

There’s one thing that I am sure 
of  in life 
While I still have my health and a 
devoted wife 
I need to act now or it may be  
too late 
Because after all we all share the 
same fate 
 

“You’re a long time dead” I have 
heard people say 
So I know in my heart that I must 
find a way 
To be like my friends and leave it 
all behind 
Sit back and relax have a scotch 
and unwind! 
 

ooOOoo 

 

Get out of the groove and ex-
plore this great place 
Beyond the black stump and the 
busy “rat race” 
As far out the bush as we are 
able to make it 
Where if you  want  fresh bread 
you just have to bake it 

 

We will meet many new friends 
along the way 
Great  campfire chats at the end 
of the day 
When we  all get together for 
“happy hour” 
And sip on a wine or a whisky 
sour 
 

While on the road we will do as 
we  please 
Drive from town to town and do 
it with ease 
When we find a spot that we 
both like 
We’ll stay and explore on foot or 
by bike 

Grey Nomad 
 

Woodsy 

Chairman’s Muster 
 

The next Chairman’s Muster will 
be held at the Bingara Show-
grounds (NSW) on May 17—20, 
2013. Email Tom for details. 
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Changes to positions on the 
ACC Board 
At the last AGM in Bingara, Alan 
Lazarus, the Secretary, stepped 
down, then, at the first Board 
Meeting after the 2011 AGM, 
Lionel Mussell resigned as Chair-
man. I was elected as the new 
Chairman and Craig Humphrey 
took on the role of Board Secre-
tary. The Board appointed Deb-
orah Cohen and Brian Ward to fill 
the 2 vacancies on the Board. 
 

I thank both Lionel and Alan for 
all the work they did for the club 
as Board members and their ad-
vice and support to me since be-
coming Chairman.  We have not 
lost their talents as Lionel has 
stayed on as our Publicity Officer 
and co-editor of The Nomad and 
Alan has stayed on in a dual ca-

and the new role of Assistant 
Secretary. 
 

Financially the club is in a very 
sound position. The Board has 
set up a future fund to start build-
ing up our reserves to be used at 
a later date to purchase office 
space when we will need to have 
a head office. We will be using 
the internet to send out more in-
formation to members. 
 

To improve the effectiveness of 
the Club, the Board has been de-
veloping a second level under the 
Board. The following support 
teams are being developed: 
 

TAG (Technical Advisory 
Group) 

Policy 
Publicity 
Branch Committee 
Budget Camping 
Marketing and Promotion,  
Assistant Secretary. 
 

All this has taken time to imple-
ment, as everyone involved is a 
volunteer. Each of these groups 
has a Board member to oveview. 

Insurance:  
We have made a real effort to de-
velop an insurance scheme for the 
club with quite a few members 
trying to achieve this goal and I 
thank them for helping. I had 
talks with the SSAA insurance 
broker in Adelaide, and they were 
very keen to come on board but 
couldn’t find an underwriter to 
support their plans. We will keep 
working on this. 
 

Marketing and Promotion:  
 Deb Cohen took on this role in 
March. She has done a huge job 
in rebranding the Club, increasing 
the advertising income and also 
in promotion including organis-
ing our attendance at shows. 
Thanks Deb. 
 

To all those who helped man the 
stands at the shows a big thank 
you. 
 

Publicity 
 Lionel has continued the Public-
ity role he developed during his 
term on the Board and members 
who have access to the various 

Relax 
And Discover the Beauty of the Granite Belt 

 

10 High Street, Stanthorpe, Queensland 4380 
 

Phone: 07 4681 4888 info@topoftown.com.au  Fax: 07 4681 4222 

Chairman’s Report 
to the 2012 Annual 
General Meeting 

 

Tom Smith 
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RV magazines will have seen the 
increased coverage of our activi-
ties during the past year. 
 

Local publicity has been most 
helpful in the formation of new 
branches including the ACC Bor-
der Hoppers, ACC Murray River 
Ramblers, ACC Western Walla-
bies and the ACC Southerly Bust-
ers. 
 

A number of important letters that 
have gone out over my signature 
this year have been ‘ghosted’ by 
Lionel and he also helps with 
proof reading and correcting 
documents.  
 

Club Shop:  
Since taking over as the Club 
Shop managers in June 2011, Cec 
and Di Caterer have increased the 
number of items in the club shop 
and the Club Shop’s annual turn-
over has increased from around 
$2,200 to approximately $15,000 . 
Not a bad effort in any ones terms. 
Thank you Cec and Di and thank 
you to the members for supporting 
the Club Shop 
 

Club Website: 
Rob Tudor our Webmaster has 
been upgrading our web site and 
we now have online joining and 
renewals, plus many other im-
provements. So thank you Rob for 
all your work on improving and 
maintaining the website. 
 

Policy: 
One of our goals this year has 
been to raise the ACC’s profile as 
a voice in the RV community. To 
help achieve this we have gath-
ered a group of four volunteers, 
now increased to six with comple-
mentary skills to assist with re-
search and developing ACC pol-
icy that can be used to assist with 
raising our profile. 
 

During the year this small group 
has researched and developed 
Camping and Resting policies 
which have been accepted by the 
Board and the Club. While these 
policies might seem a bit mundane 
and simply espouse common 
sense they are providing a useful 

platform setting down ACC’s 
position in support of arguments 
being prepared to place before 
government and Chambers of 
Commerce seeking provision of 
better facilities for RV travellers. 
They have also supported devel-
opment of a template letter that 
can quickly be sent to Chambers 
of Commerce when showground 
facilities are no longer available 
to the RV traveller consequent to 
local government actions. 
 

Additionally we have developed 
a case to be put to the NSW 
Tourism Minister seeking provi-
sion of more low cost camping 
facilities to suit the needs and 
wants of the mature and self con-
tained traveller.  
 

These small steps of raising our 
profile with government resulted 
in the NSW Transport Depart-
ment contacting ACC to seek our 
input into caravan registrations. 
This is now a work in progress. 
Like anything involving govern-
ment it will have a lengthy gesta-
tion. 
 

Looking to the future I see estab-
lishing this small group greatly 
enhances ACC’s ability to be 
able to address and provide re-
search and input into issues im-
pacting the RV traveller as and 
when they might arise. 
 

Branches: 
Well this has been the year of 
new branches with six new 
branches being formed; we now 
have 21/23 branches in the Club. 
To help the branches and mem-
bers we are in the process of set-
ting up a Branch Committee with 
responsibilities to help existing 
branches and in starting new 
branches. A very effective proce-
dure has been developed in start-
ing up new branches.   
 

The atmosphere in the Club and 
at branch musters is something 
we should be very proud of and 
we need to maintain this as we 
grow in numbers. I had outside 
caravanners come up to me dur-

ing the Chairman’s Muster in 
Barcaldine and congratulate us on 
the way ACC members asked 
them to join in the activities. 
 

FaST: 
We now have 9 farm stay Hosts 
from Sale in the south to Darwin 
in the North and I’m pleased to 
note that an additional 2 hosts are 
possibly registering from this 
Muster. The feedback that I have 
received from those members 
who have used FaST is very posi-
tive. We have about 70 members 
registered as Guests.  I urge 
members to register as a Guest 
and use this unique benefit.  
 

Looking to the Future: 
As a club we are growing in stat-
ure, we are being listened to and 
organisations are starting to seek 
our advice. There is a very posi-
tive attitude in the club and as our 
reputation spreads, I see our club 
growing both in numbers and 
strength.  
 

On a personal note I would like to 
thank everyone who has helped 
me over the last 12 months, I do 
not want to mention names be-
cause I am sure to forget some-
one. Thank you to the members 
of the Board for all your support 
and advice. And especially to my 
wife Sandra for all her help. 
 

ooOOoo 

Hard at work—Tom reporting on 
the year that was. 
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Some Mallacoota “Happy Snaps 
(With thanks to all of our intrepid photographers) 

Just what is it about a fire? 

Choir from the local primary 
school—delightfull! 

Packing those beaut picnic  
baskets. 

Some of the Boules action. 

Happy Hours were held at sev-
eral different parts of the camp. 

Look Out! - here they come! 

How many turned up? Just count them! 
Not a bad view from the “doggy” 

area. 

The camp kitchen hosted a num-
ber of gatherings. 

The Boules action hotted up at 
finals time. 

Wardies’ cooking attracted a few 
visitors under his awning. Lucky 

guy! 
“Spida” Everitt proved to be a 

popular and personable speaker. 
Nice bloke too! 
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The ACC’s own “Toilet Block Trio” entertain the throng at one of the Mallacoota happy hours. 
(That’s Vince, Wardie and Lazo to those of you not in the know!) 



40 CLUB SHOP 
Price       Postage 





42 

Coming Events Check the Events Calendar and the Branch Forums on the Web Site for further details. 

Date 2012 Branch State Venue Contact Phone 

Dec 5—12 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Kalbar Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252 

Dec 7—9 Northern Bushwhackers QLD Stanthorpe Muster  Sue Fletcher 02 6733 2033 

Dec 7—9 Swan River Rovers WA Pinjarra Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Date 2013      

Jan 25—28 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Mansfield Muster Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Feb 8—10 Swan River Rovers WA Bridgetown Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Feb 8—10 Southern Nomads VIC Apollo Bay Muster Geoff Halson 03 97585382 

Feb 14—18 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Sugarloaf Muster  Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252 

Feb 15—17 Bayside Wanderers VIC Rutherglen Muster Geoff McLean 0419 372 044 

Feb 22—25 Sunshine Nomads QLD Stanthorpe Muster   

Mar 1—3  Gippsland Gypsies VIC Dargo Muster Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Mar 28—Apr 6 Gippsland Gypsies VIC Murray River Tagalong Neil Kolmorgen 03 9707 3808 

Mar 29—Apr 1 Southern Nomads VIC Kerang Muster Geoff Halson 03 97585382 

Apr 5—7 Swan River Rovers WA York Muster Maria Minchin 08 9332 6190 

Apr 12—14 Bayside Wanderers VIC Apollo Bay Muster  Geoff McLean 0419 372 044 

Apr 19—21 Moreton Bay Drifters QLD Crows Nest Muster Bevan Wittwer 07 5494 9252 

Apr 25—28 Southern Nomads VIC Lake Bolac Muster Geoff Halson 03 97585382 

May 17—20 ACC Chairman’s Muster NSW Bingara Tom Smith Email 

Your presence at a branch muster is always welcome, regardless of whether you are a member of a branch, 
or not. If you would like to attend just give the contact person a call so that you can get the current infor-
mation. Full details can also be found on the Club’s website for those of you that are computer-literate. 
 

Changed your Email address lately? You have let the ACC Secretary, and your Branch Secretary, know 
about it—havn’t you?  

ooOOoo 

Mike Cohen had the Mallacoota crowd enthralled with the antics and capabilities of his 6-rotor helicopter. 
This is one of his arial shots of the National Muster campsite—Thanks Mike! 
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ACC Branch Directory 
 

 

Branch Name & State Secretary Email 
Family Firesiders 
QLD 

Holly Humphrey 
0412 211 260 

accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 

Gippsland Gypsies 
VIC 

Neil Kolmorgen 
03 9707 3808 

gippslandgypsies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Gold Coast Gadabouts 
QLD 

Lynda Richards 
07 5535 5269 

goldcoastgadabouts@australiancaravanclub.com.au 
  

Golden Westerners 
NSW 

Lyn Richens 
02 4956 6338 

goldenwesterners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Hunter Ramblers 
NSW 

Diane Archer hunterramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Moreton Bay Drifters 
QLD 

Bevan Wittwer 
07 5494 9252 

moretonbaydrifters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Cross Overlanders 
SA 

Pam Gregory 
08 8374 4034 

southerncrossoverlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Highlanders 
NSW 

Myra Males 
02 4684 2139 

southernhighlanders@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southern Nomads 
VIC 

Geoff Halson 
03 9758 5382 

southernnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sunshine Nomads 
QLD 

Jim Henwood 
07 5341 6094 

sunshinenomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Swan River Rovers 
WA 

Maria Minchin 
08 9332 6190 

swanriverrovers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sundowners 
SA 

Rolly Hill 
08 8556 2273 

sundowners@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Sydney City Slickers 
NSW 

Joy Lewis 
02 9982 7845 

sydneycityslickers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
QLD 

Jenny Rehren 
07 4128 0379 

widebayburnettnomads@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Country Cruisers 
QLD 

Dawn Nutley 
07 54263621 

countrycruisers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Bayside Wanderers 
VIC 

Geoff McLean 
0419 372 044 

baysidewanderers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Northern Bushwhackers 
NSW 

Sue Fletcher 
02 6733 2003 

northernbushwhackers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Border Hoppers 
NSW/VIC 

Bill Taylor 
02 6926 2274 

borderhoppers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Murray River Ramblers 
NSW 

Roz McMillan 
03 5873 2500 

murrayriverramblers@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Western Wallabies 
WA 

Noeline Williams 
0428 325 335 

westernwallabies@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Southerly Busters 
NSW 

Rod Shapley 
0439 600 959 

southerlybusters@australiancaravanclub.com.au 

Another Mallacoota Happy Hour—this was the audience for the “Toilet Block Trio” 




