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Club Management 
 

The Directors of the Club are - 
 

Lionel Mussell     - Chair 
     - Publicity Officer 
 

Alan Lazarus    - Secretary 
 

Rob Tudor    - Treasurer 
 

Rob Tudor    - Web Master 
 

John Stainer    - Director 
 

Tom Smith    - Director 
 

All office bearers in this club are unpaid volunteers who take on the responsibility for 
the benefit of our members. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

The Nomad is a publication and registered trademark of The Australian Caravan Club 
Limited, and is published for the benefit of club members. 
  

ISSN 1835-1646 
 

All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed and can be for-
warded to the editor. 
 

The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article may be reproduced 
without permission of the author. We have obtained permission from the copyright 
holder where a copyright article has been used. 
 

Opinions expressed in any article are those of the author and not necessarily those of 
the Club Management. 
 

Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. Members and readers 
should not assume that the inclusion of an advertisement is a recommendation as to 
the suitability or otherwise of the product or service being advertised. 
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Contributions and Articles from readers for publication and photographs are most welcome. Material  
may be submitted on CD or disk, in Microsoft Word or plain text and can be posted, or emailed to: 

 editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au  

 
Digital photographs should be sent as separate high resolution jpegs. Neat, handwritten, submissions  
will also be accepted.  
 
Advertising rates and availability may be determined by contacting the Club Marketing group at: 

marketing@australiancaravanclub.com.au. 



 

 

From the Chair 
 

Some members have accused your Board of lack of trans-
parency in our dissemination of information about deci-
sions reached in Board meetings and other matters affect-
ing our members. 
 

This is despite the Nomad always carrying news of any 
things of note like the setting up of the new RV lobby 
group ARVO (Australian Recreational Vehicles Owners). 
By the time you read this we will have held the second 
meeting of that group and I will report on any decisions 

made that will affect the future of the ACC. 
 

One item that will be discussed will be the recent change of policy by the CMCA 
Board who have overturned their decision to make membership of their ‘Leave No 
Trace Scheme’ only available to their own members and will now open it to a much 
wider group including the ACC - if we scrap our ACCESS initiative and accept their 
offer. 
 

Unfortunately this information did not come to the Board along normal channels but 
was announced on our forum in a round about way by a member with the result of a 
great deal of debate with no-one knowing the facts. The discussions were getting 
quite out of hand and detrimental to the club so a moderator, acting as he felt was 
right, deleted the whole thread.  
 

Unfortunately, as I expected, this led to even more acrimonious postings accusing us 
of censorship and even demanding that two of our volunteer moderators be sacked! 
 

When the Board set up the forum, it was with some trepidation because we had seen 
other forums at times descend into personal attacks and become a grandstand for peo-
ple who like to foster discontent. We had hoped that ACC members would be more 
mature and the same thing would not happen if we set up a forum. To guard against 
this happening we did take the precaution of having the posts moderated and of 
course any action taken by a moderator will upset someone. 
 

The forum is an excellent channel for sharing information, discussing matters of in-
terest and – yes – having friendly arguments. It is not there for a few vocal members 
to stir up discontent. If anyone has an issue with something the Board has done or a 
suggestion of how something can be done better then the proper action is to write to 
the Board or send an email so we can discuss it at the proper level. 
 

Some members are always saying we are a club and all our decisions should be pub-
lic. We are a club certainly, but we are also a registered company and bound by the 
strict rules of corporate governance. This means there are many of our discussions 
that are confidential and must not be divulged outside the Board Room. It also means 
that any action taken as a result of intemperate posts on the forum could result in 
action against the Directors as we would be considered the owners of the forum. This 
 

 Cont/... 



  

 

is not far-fetched as there are a number of forum owners around the world who have 
found to their sorrow that allowing unfettered postings on their forums has resulted in 
hefty financial cost when they have lost their case in court. 
 

Less than half of our membership have access to the forum – the rest of you either 
haven’t applied or you don’t have access to the internet. The recent trouble was 
caused by a small handful of members but has caused widespread disruption to what 
I still believe to be a very useful asset for our members. Thank goodness we didn’t 
accept the suggestion that we make it readable by the general public but have kept it 
to members only! 
 

In the meantime - and on a much lighter note – have a great Christmas and may your 
travels in 2009 be safe and enjoyable as you explore this great land of ours. 
 

Regards 
 

Lionel            ooOOoo 

Lucky Member Number 
 

A member’s number is located somewhere in this magazine. If it’s yours, you have 
until February 28th, 2009 to contact the Secretary and claim your prize of a $20 gift 
voucher from Bunnings. Last issue’s number wasn’t claimed so good hunting! 
 

ooOOoo 

Donation to RFDS 
 

Thanks to the stirling efforts of the organizing committee, the 2008 National Muster 
realised a quite substantial profit.  
 

At the November Board Meeting it was decided that a portion of this profit should be 
donated to a suitable worthy cause.  After due consideration it was resolved that an 
ACC cheque for the amount of $1,000 is to be forwarded to the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service. 
 

“Well done”, to all concerned! 
 

ooOOoo 

New Branch for Southern NSW 
 

Also coming out of the November Board Meeting was the approval of a new branch. 
 

The ACC Southern Highlanders are based in the Bargo area of southern NSW and 
are truly unique in that virtually all of their members are brand-new ACC members. 
 

They are a very dynamic bunch, and if the get-togethers that they have held so far are 
anything to go by, their proposed muster program promises to be excellent. 
 

Their contact details, along with those of our other branches, are on Page 42. 
 

ooOOoo 



 

 

My Favorite Place in Oz (Bruce Watt V00010) 
 

One of my most favorite places is Eden on the bottom of the Sapphire Coast in NSW 
roughly halfway between Sydney and Melbourne. It is situated on the deep harbour 
of Twofold Bay, and is rich in fishing and whaling history and remains a fishing 
town, while whaling has now become 'whale-watching' one of the key tourist attrac-
tions in the town. Eden is a picturesque and sleepy quiet town offering a wide variety 
of waterway, forest and mountain attractions. 
 

However, my main attraction is my family’s 
connection with the town, and if you walk 
around some of the main streets of Eden, you 
will see a number of historical signs including 
this one:- 
P.L Watt (Percy Livingstone) was my grand-
father and he spent most of his life in Orbost 
(Gippsland) where he gave 26 years of his life 
to the local Shire serving on the Council in-
cluding two stints as Shire President retiring 
in 1926. My family first settled on the banks 
of the Snowy River in 1872, where they 
farmed  some 300 acres on which they mainly 
grew maize.  However, you will note that one 
other he served on the Committee with was 
Steele Rudd creator of, “Dad & Dave”. When 
in Eden I do a lot of research, in particular 
what did this Committee actually do? I have 
discovered that made a report to the Bruce 
Government on the creating of a new deep-

water harbour, and building dams up in the Snowy Mountains. 
 

Perhaps one of the more attractive 
Lighthouses on the east coast is 
Greencape, some 35kms to the south 
of Eden, and while the road to the 
Lighthouse is unmade, there is nev-
ertheless some very attractive views 
as you drive through the Ben Boyd 
National Park. The lighthouse was 
built in 1883 and at 29 metres tall it 
is the second tallest in the State and 
the first built from cast concrete; it 
still operates but under solar power, 
therefore unmanned and fully auto-
matic. Three years after it opened a 
ship named the “Lyee Moon”  

Greencape Lighthouse 35 kms South of 
Eden 



  

 

Club Web Site 
 

Better still, why not sign up as a forum member and in so doing have yourself a per-
manent User ID and Password allocated? (No more scrounging through the bin look-
ing for the mail label that you just threw out!) 
 

A short email to the club Webmaster is all that’s required. Full details are on the 
club’s web page at www.australiancaravanclub.com.au. 
 

ooOOoo 

Invitation from the ACC Sunshine Nomads 
 

The ACC Sunshine Nomads are organizing a combined Muster at Glendon Camp 
Grounds, which is 38kms west of Warwick from Tues. 24th to Tues. 31st March 2009  
Glendon is a 1600 acre property, situated on Thanes Creek.  
 

There is a fresh water dam stocked with native species, fishing & canoeing are al-
lowed. The 9 hole “fun” golf course is interesting & gold panning is another popular 
activity. 
 

Invitations have been sent to the ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts, ACC Wide Bay Bur-
nett Nomads & ACC Family Firesiders, but all members of ACC are welcome.  
To attend please contact Ray & Lyn on 075442 1143, 0408 608 120 or 
sorb@netspace.net.au.  

ooOOoo 

was wrecked on a nearby reef and 72 were killed including Mary Mackillops mother.  
 

The Lighthouse keeper and his assistant managed to save 14, and most were buried 
some 700 metres from the lighthouse, and I call it the cemetery with no names. 
 

Over the years, I have stayed at three different Caravan Parks, but my favorite is the 
Fountain close to the Eden Golf Course. It is not on the beach side of the highway 
thus is quieter, and has large attractive sites where bellbirds sing all day. The park 
managers turn on a weekly sausage sizzle. 
 
The Killer Whale Museum is simply magnificent and I defy anyone to tell me where 
there are better ocean views than from within this museum. 
 

Yes, Eden is my favorite place, and being a history buff with a family connection, I 
love the place. Try one of the “al fresco” coffee shops down near the port and just sit 
back take in the beauty of Twofold Bay and in breath in the albeit salty atmosphere. 
 

ooOOoo 

2009 National Muster 

Mark it in your calendar 

14th October—18 October, 2009 



 

 

2008 National Muster—Great!! By Alan Lazarus V00012 
 

Big vans, little vans, new vans, pristine vans, some very road-weary vans, old vans, 
even some vintage vans – like moths drawn to a bright light, they all gathered at Ca-
sino in north-eastern NSW for the five day long,, second, ACC Annual Muster. 
 

And what a muster it was, with over 100 caravans in attendance, the facilities at the 
Casino Village RV Resort were not overtaxed The organising committee by dint of 
their hard work came up with a program that provided sufficient variety to keep all of 
the several hundred participants fully occupied for the entire event. 

As with all of our musters, the purpose of the National Muster is to bring our mem-
bers, from throughout the nation, together. For some it provides the opportunity to 
meet for the first time, for others it is a chance to renew old friendships, and for all it 
provides the vehicle to exchange ideas and  to share knowledge, to socialise, to con-
duct national business (via the Annual General Meeting) and above all to have a bit 
of fun with like-minded travellers. 
 

There is no doubt that the Casino venue was first-class. Big, grassy sites, clean 
amenities, and great group meeting facilities. In addition the residents of the resort 
made our members, and their partners, welcome at a number of their regular activi-

ties including the line dancing classes 
and also the craft group. The resort also 
has its own bistro which did its best to 
feed and ‘water’ all who decided to 
partake of its varied offerings. (No 
small task given the appetites of some 
members)! 
 

The educational side of things was 
amply covered by the seminars and 
presentations on offer over the muster 
period. Subjects included Communica-
tions, Financial Planning. Caravan 

Maintenance, Safety (on and off the road), CPR (Cardio Pulmonary  Resuscitation),  

Part of the line-up at Casino’s RV Village for the 2008 National Muster. 

Plenty of seminars, to inform and educate. 



  

 

among others. Topics featuring in the 
various presentations included local 
tourism,  the Bio Magic range of 
products, Chairman Lionel’s travels 
(with his Irish mate, of course) and a 
particularly profitable presentation 
from MHIA, our sponsor insurers, 
who presented a substantial cheque to 
the ACC, this being our commission 
on policies taken up by ACC mem-
bers. 
 

Opportunities for the social side of 
things were such that many coura-
geous souls fell by the wayside due to 
exhaustion in their efforts to keep up. 
BYO Happy Hours every night. Fully 
catered dinners (accompanied at various times by bush poetry, dancing, and country 
music), morning and afternoon teas, a BYO Talent Night, Bocce Tournament, to-

gether with the usual  “you show 
me yours, and I’ll show you 
mine” (I.e. impromptu caravan 
visits) all conspired to see each 
new day greeted by an increasingly 
tired and seedy group of happy 
‘vanners. 
 

Despite AFL grand-finals, Satur-
day afternoon saw the ACC present 
its business face, with the holding 
of the Annual General Meeting, 
during which some quite signifi-

cant  items were presented to the ninety one  members present.  
 

First and foremost, it was unanimously decided that, in recognition of his tireless 
efforts in bringing the ACC from a concept to the growing force that it is today, Hon-
orary Life Membership be awarded to Mr. Grant Stable.  
 

Next came the formal release of ACCESS – the Australian Caravan Club’s Environ-
mentally Safe Scheme.  This scheme is directed at ensuring compliance with the self-
containment requirements that some authorities insist on before allowing the use of 
non-formal camp sites by caravanners and motorhomers. 
 

In recognition of their efforts in fostering the goals and aspirations of the ACC, Cer-
tificates of appreciation were awarded to the chairmen of each of the ACC Commit-
tees – Don Reid (Independent Camping), Barry Konneman (Marketing and Promo-
tion), Gary Duncan (National Muster), as well as to David Reid – the architect and 
administrator of ACCESS. 

Entertaining the masses—can’t be easy! 

Dinner Time! 



 

 

It was also reported that the ACC is a founding member of ARVO Inc. (Australian 
Recreational Vehicle Owners). Together with the NACC (National Association of 
Caravan Clubs), CMCA (Campervan and Motorhome Club of Australia), and 
ATCMCC (Australasian Touring Caravan, Motorhome and Camping Club) this 
forms a powerful alliance for lobbying on areas of common interest. 
 

Chairman Lionel, in closing his address to the membership stated, 
 

“… we have come a long way in just two years but there’s a lot more work ahead of 
us if we are to become the most dynamic and powerful voice of caravanning in Aus-
tralia. The Board and Committees can only do so much – it’s up to every member to 
contribute and help us grow. 
 

As your leaders, we want to know your concerns and suggestions – don’t be shy. If 
you believe something can be done in a better way or if you have this wonderful idea 
we hadn’t thought of – let us know about it. 
 

I believe our future is bright and I am filled with awe that you have allowed me to 
lead this great organisation. May we all share in a united effort to advance the cause 
of caravan and camper-trailer ownership in this great land we call home.” 
 

With its membership continuing to grow at a healthy rate, there can be little doubt 
that next year’s National Muster will be even bigger and brighter! 
 

ooOOoo 



 

 



 

 

Life Membership Award for Grant Stable 
 

At an informal dinner on November 31st, Grant Stable with partner Julie, was pre-
sented with his well deserved Honorary Life Membership.  
 

Unanimously endorsed at the recent AGM at Casino, Grant was awarded this honor 
in recognition of his outstanding efforts in the formation of the Australian Caravan 
Club. Almost single-handedly Grant composed the club constitution, and the various 
processes and systems  that are so necessary in the modern world to efficiently run 
what is, in effect, a rapidly growing business. 

 

Whilst Grant and Julie were 
unable to attend the National 
Muster at Casino, Chairman 
Lionel Mussell and Secretary 
Alan Lazarus were able to 
catch up to them as they made 
their way through southern 
Victoria, en-route to Tasmania. 
 

Under the guise of an informal 
‘get together’, dinner at a local 
Thai restaurant was arranged, 
and the award—in the form of 
a gold plated membership 

card—was presented to one very 
surprised ex-secretary (who for once, was speechless!) 
 

Grant and Julie describe themselves as ‘semi retired’ and are currently in the early 
stages of a leisurely trip around the country in their shiny new Jayco. 
 

They plan to spend a few months looking around Tasmania, before returning to the 
mainland to do a genteel stroll ‘around the block.’ They carry the best wishes of the 
entire ACC membership with them. Well Done Grant and Julie! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ooOOoo 

Chairman Lionell Mussel (left) congratulates 
Grant Stable on his award. Looking on is Grant’s 

partner, Julie. 

A well earned reward for an outstanding effort. 



 

 



 

 

 

Special Places Competition 
 

Share your special place with your fellow members and receive a B.E.S.T. water fil-
ter as a reward for your efforts if it is published. Yes, that’s correct, it is not a typo—
Colin Hopgood has generously donated a water filter to be awarded to the contribu-
tor  of the Special Place article published in each edition of the Nomad. 
 

Conditions—All articles will be reviewed by the editors and the one which is most 
appropriate for each issue will be selected. Photos will help—please submit them 
in .jpg format, and your article in Word. 
 

All articles submitted will be retained and reviewed for each edition of the Nomad. In 
submitting an article or photos for consideration you agree that the club may edit and 
publish the article.  
 

Articles and photos should be submitted to the Editor via the club web site, or by 
mail to the club postal address. 
 

So sharpen up those pencils, brush off the camera lens, and go for it! Good Luck! 
 

ooOOoo 

Stories and Photos urgently required for the next 

Edition—How about it? 



  

 

Camp Hosting (by John & Rhyllis Aitken Q00169) 
 

It is great to know that other ACC members have experienced the wonderful world of 
Camp Hosting. John and I had our first National Park adventure through C.A.L.M. at 
Cape Arid, 135 km east of Esperance W.A. The ranger was short handed through the 
Christmas Holidays and we decided to try, what was to become, four and a half 
months of “Heaven on Earth”. 
 

The camp site was situated high above the most beautiful bay. Seventeen kilometres 
of pure white sand beaches and the clearest turquoise water we have ever seen, with a 
backdrop provided by two picturesque mountains. The whole area was covered in old 
banksia trees which made each camp site very private and brought numerous honey-
eaters and other birds. Other wildlife to visit us included kangaroos, pygmy possums, 
lizards, and even a snake or two. 
 

Walks were many and varied, from rock surrounded bays to wonderful treed tracks—
all with wonderful views, flora and fauna. 
 

Duties were very few, so there was much time to investigate other areas by 4WD and 
to soak up the great history of the area. Unfortunately, since we were there, lightning 
strikes have caused fires which have razed many hundreds of hectares. 
 

After this great experience the bug had bitten, and we were lucky enough to spend 
two stays of three and six months at the Bird Observatory at Broome. This was a 
great learning experience, as Roebuck Bay is the feeding ground of numerous water 
birds which migrate to China, Russia and the Arctic Circle to breed, and then return 
home again. 
 

We were able to help net, inspect, measure and band them so that ornithologists can 
track their routes and en-route stopping areas. Most only stop once or not at all. The 
netting was carried out each month and we learnt so much. 
 

We also helped experts from the Netherlands, who work with our experts, to take 
mud samples at varying depths, so that they can learn what each variety of bird feeds 
on. 
 

The whole experience was just wonderful and we wouldn’t have missed it for the 
world. 
 

Our last experience on this trip was at Walpole where we spent a month at Crystal 
Springs. The orchids there were wonderful, and as I have collected orchids (in name 
only) since I was twelve, it was very exciting finding so many new varieties. 
 

John and I can recommend Camp Hosting to all who love people, nature, and Na-
tional Parks. It has given us memories that will never be forgotten. We hope to do 
more of the same in the coming years. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

From the Ed: Many thanks to Rhyllis and John for that beaut story. There are many 
sources of info on camp hosting on the web—here’s just one— 

http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au/resources/ms_0268.pdf 



 

 

Revisiting Central Australia 

 – Through different eyes (Geoff Halson  V00086) 
  

This year we decided to revisit some areas of Central Australia that we had not been 
back to for 20 years.  We also decided to travel with friends which is something we 
normally don’t do.  Our travelling companions Dave and Chris have been friends since 
school days as have our other friends Rosemary and John who will fly to Alice 
Springs and join us for a week. 
  

Our trip commencing on July 6th 2008 took us from Melbourne to Broken Hill, Coober 
Pedy, Yalara, Kings Canyon, Alice Springs then across to the East Coast.  
 

This article will concentrate on the Central Australian areas only. 
If anyone is interested in a full trip diary visit www.freewebs.com/ghchmmjmbm/ 
 

At Coober Pedy the Breakaways 
are a magnificent area 23 kms north 
of Coober Pedy where a number of 
Australian films have been made 
including Mad Max and Priscilla. 
The land form and colours are 
amazing and although we have seen 
them 3 times we keep coming 
back.  
 

Our trip so far has mainly been to 
places we have been to in the last 2 
or 3 years but we now revisit Yu-
lara and Kings Canyon for the first 
time in 20 years.  Yes both places 

are very expensive, touristy and busy but they are both also magnificent places to visit 
or revisit.   
 

We had forgotten how big Uluru is and 
what an effect it has on you to be dwarfed 
by such a huge rock.  Were not sure if we 
would climb it this time as we did it last 
time but in the end we did not have to de-
cide as it was closed due to strong winds.  
Walked right around the base and the Rock 
changes all the time as you move around 
and as the light alters. We are very glad we 
have come back again and if possible eve-
ryone should see it at least once. 
 

 The Olgas which is 60 kms from Yulara 
requires a full day if possible.  The Valley 
of the Winds walk with some fairly steep climbs is well worth the effort.  Since we 
were here 20 years ago the road is now bitumen and there are now a lot more formal  

The Breakaways—Magnificent! 

Uluru—a ‘must-see’ for everyone. 



  

 

tracks and in order to protect vegetation 
etc you are limited in how far you can go 
into gorges etc.  With the number of visi-
tors to these areas it was inevitable.   
 

Later in the afternoon we went out to the 
sunset viewing area and stood in the 
freezing conditions with 100s of others 
watching the amazing colour changes of 
the Rock. 
 

There are a couple of easy walks at Kings 
Canyon including the Kings Creek walk 
to a viewing platform in the canyon floor 
and an easy walk to a waterhole at Kath-
leen Springs where we saw a large native 
bee hive in a tree branch nearby. 
 

The Canyon Rim Walk is very steep to 
start with then OK except for a few steep 
staircases.  There are now a number of 
wooden staircases and bridges on the 
walk since we did it 20 years ago which 
make it a bit more accessible and keep 
people out of sensitive vegetation areas.  
Magnificent views along walk of sheer canyon wall and down the valley.  Once again 
neither words or photos can properly describe or show the grandeur of the area .  Had 
lunch sitting in sun on rocks in the Garden of Eden at the rock pool at top of waterfall 
once again just enjoying the experience. 
 

At Alice Springs met Rosemary and John our friends from Bendigo who have flown up 
and are staying in a cabin to spend a 
week here with us. 
 

Day trips to both the West MacDonnell 
Ranges including Ormiston Gorge, the 
Ochre Pits, Serpentine Gorge, and Elery 
Creek Big Hole and the East MacDon-
nell Ranges for Ross River, Trephina 
Gorge, Corroboree Rock and Jessie and 
Emily Gaps. Near Trephina Gorge is a 
magnificent Ghost Gum believed to be 
the largest in the East MacDonnell 
Ranges and about 300 years old.  Carol, 
Chris and Rosemary gave the tree a hug 
as it was so magnificent. The scenery of 

the East McDonnell Ranges is totally different to the West McDonnells and both are 
amazing the way they continually change with the different light conditions and the same 
hills in the afternoon look entirely different to the morning drive out.  

 Cont/... 

Ghost Gum resplendent in its white coat. 

The Devil’s Marbles at Sunrise 



 

 

The last week has been great especially for Dave, Chris, John and Rosemary who 
have not been here before but everyone agreed they are about "gorged out" for a 
while.   
 

Left John and Rosemary to fly home then headed North  for 2 nights at Devils Mar-
bles Conservation Reserve Campground. 
No power, no showers, pit toilets but a $3.30/night/person room with a Million Dol-
lar view. As most people only stop overnight, during the day you almost have the 
place to yourself as the day visitors only stop for a few photos before continuing.  
This is the 3rd time Carol and I have camped here and it is a very special place.  At 
night once everyone is in bed the stars are so clear and close because of the total ab-
sence of artificial light.  
 

Coming back to areas we had previously visited with other people is a fascinating 
experience and gives you a completely different view of familiar areas. The land-
scape in the Outback is simply amazing and we never get tired of it. We have always 
loved this area and it is very satisfying to show friends who are also amazed by the 
colours and formations of this part of our magnificent country. 
 

It is very interesting to travel these areas where we have been before and see it 
through someone else's eyes.  Dave who has artistic talent sees the colour, shape and 
form of the landscape and we have now seen parts of previous travelled areas in a 
new light. 
 

ooOOoo 



  

 



 

 

Independent Camping Committee (Donald Reid, Chairman) 
 

For the benefit of members this is an edited version of the Annual Report of the Inde-
pendent Camping Committee. 
 

The members of your committee are Tom Smith, John Gormly, and David Reid.  I 
thank them for their work and cooperation. 
 

Although established for less than twelve months, the committee has made submis-
sions to relevant authorities where problems have been identified and has been re-
searching, establishing contacts and raising the profile of ACC.    
 

Projects and submissions: 

Lake Macquarie City Council (NSW):  Stopovers at Rathmines and Myuna 
Bay are only available to motorhomes and campervans. We made a submission 
to the Lake Macquarie City Council asking that caravans also be allowed to use 
these camps.  I was advised that our submission would be considered when the 
trial period is reviewed.   

 

Ulmarra (NSW) Showground:  This is another site that has been opened, for a 
trial period, to camping by self-contained motorhomes only.  The trial period 
was due to be reviewed at the end of September 2008 and I have made a submis-
sion on behalf of ACC members    

 

Wynyard (TAS) Showground: As a result of our submission to the Wynyard 
Council the showground camp, formerly restricted to motorhomes, is now also 
officially available to self-contained caravans. 

 

Clairview (QLD) Rest Area:  Following reports that this popular rest area had 
been closed to overnighting I wrote to the Isaac Council and have been advised 
that the closure was temporary and the site is now again available for overnight-
ing.  

 

Bendemeer (NSW) Memorial Park:  Following reports that this camp had been 
closed I contacted Tamworth Regional Council and the Bendemeer Community 
Development Committee.  Both advised me that Memorial Park had never been 
an authorised camp and overnight camping is still available at the Rodeo 
Ground.   

 

Loxton Motorhome Camp:  Following advice that a new ‘Motorhome Only’ 
camp that has been set up at Loxton, I contacted the local Council.  Their re-
sponse was not helpful and I will be following up. 

 

NSW National Parks: the NSW government has raised the charges for camp-
ing, in some National Parks, to unacceptable levels.  We sent a submission list-
ing comparisons with charges in other states to the appropriate Shadow Minister 
who offered to raise the issue with government. 

 

Queensland Chamber of Agricultural Societies:  We were invited to make a sub-
mission on ways in which QCAS members could make better use of showgrounds. 
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grounds.  Our submission was very well received by and circulated to their 
members.   

 

Campsites Listing:  We have established a listing of Independent Camps on the 
ACC Website.  I believe this listing is more comprehensive than any others 
available and can be an invaluable tool for ACC members.   

 

ACCESS:  We now have our own environmentally friendly self-containment 
scheme.  The Australian Caravan Club Environmentally Safe Scheme 
(ACCESS) will be a valuable tool in opening up restricted camping areas.  It will 
encourage our members to be environmentally aware and will help promote 
ACC as representing responsible caravanners.  David Reid has been appointed as 
ACCESS coordinator.  

 

An active and effective Independent Camping Committee is essential to protect and 
encourage the interests of members who camp away from caravan parks.  The com-
mittee can and will represent the interests of members at government and semi-
government levels but we must also rely on members to promote the benefits of Inde-
pendent Camping to business and authorities in their own local areas and to feed in-
formation to the committee.   We welcome input and help from ACC members on the 
ground. 
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From the Branches 
 

Southern Nomads Beechworth Muster (Bruce Watt) 
 

Despite the cold 26 Vans turned up for our Beechworth muster starting to arrive at 
the Lake Sambell CP a few days before commencement of the official proceedings. 
Beechworth nestles in the foothills of the Victorian Alps and some 80-100 Kms or so 
above us lay the snowline-hence the cold. 
 

The weekend for the muster was bustling with visitors in town for the Ned Kelly Fes-
tival, and many of the local townspeople were dressed in period costume, which 
added to the atmosphere of the weekend. We had booked two bus tours, which were 
fully subscribed by Southern Nomad members, which lasted some 1-1/2 hours taking 
members to all the historical buildings and venues located throughout Beechworth. 
This was enjoyed by all who went along and both buses were full. Later that evening  
a Friday night dinner had been booked at the Nicholas Hotel where we occupied the 
entire balcony and some 56 members enjoyed either roast or fish followed up by ei-
ther “apple pie or sticky date pudding”. The hotel provided two courtesy buses, 
which ran a shuttle service to our park. 

Next day Saturday most members participated in the Ned Kelly festival, there were 
markets, old buildings, re- enactments of the Ned Kelly trial and jailing, and the town 
was thronging with visitors including the ACC Southern Nomads. Many members  

Cold?  Who, us? 



  

 

were seen staggering back to their vans loaded with “goodies” they had purchased 
from the various market stalls operating. 
 

Our Port bottling commenced at approx 4-00pm under the direction of our resident 
winemakers Ray & Kath Barton. Members sampled some three bottles of De-Bortolli 
aged port as the bottling proceeded and all thought of cold weather soon disappeared 
as the port warmed the very cockles of all cold hearts. It was indeed a delicious 
drop...hic! As the night wore on the raffles proceeded and a non-drinker won a slab 
of beer, which he re-donated where it was won again, this time by an un-named 
drinker. At this stage, the Southern Nomads would like to sincerely thank Lake Sam-
bell Park Managers-Roger & Sue Humphris who not only superbly looked after our 
needs, but also donated four bottles of wine and a slab of beer for our raffles. The 
committee would also like to thank members who donated to the raffle and club cof-
fers were ale boosted by sales from the Port Bottling. Six new members were  intro-
duced to members and our new treasurer Marilyn Hannah was warmly welcomed . 
 

Next day a lot of members went to a local Boutique Brewery in Beechworth where a 
talk was given the owner brewer and we enjoyed various samples supported by deli-
cious wood fired pizzas. 
 

The facts are these bottlings are an excellent idea and while we ordered 56 litres of 
Port it was not enough, so resident wine-maker Ray has his eye on some Shiraz for 
our next occasion but this time more will be ordered. 
 

A great weekend and the Southern Nomads now look forward to the final muster for 
the year at Warrnambool...Hopefully the weather will be warmer than Beechworth. 
 

ooOOoo 

Southern Cross Overlanders—Pt. Broughton Muster  
(Kym Boxall) 

 

Everyone who attended the muster at Port Broughton agreed even though it was cold, 
we all had a great time and our special thanks went to President Barry Gardiner & his 
wife Carol for organising the weekend – a great setting for our get together, a first for 
several people.  We had 6 members and 3 guest vans equating to 19 people (and two 
dogs) in attendance. Three apologies were received, and of the three guests, two 
signed up on the day and the third took the forms with them. Everyone was prepared 
for the cold weather, and apart from a few rain showers, it didn’t stop anyone from 
having a good time.   
 

A few eager souls arrived earlier in the week, and had checked out the park and the 
town for us. Visitors, Jeff and Nancy won the prize for travelling from the further 
most home base – Tumby Bay! (about 456km) 
However, most members arrived Friday, and Happy Hour was spent in the warmth of 
the well equipped camp kitchen. Members spent time getting to know new friends 
and getting re-aquainted with old ones. There was plenty of talking and laughter, 
which continued on at the Port Broughton Hotel where we went for dinner. 
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On Saturday, some members wandered off to Kadina to the AH&F Show, and from  
their reports, spent some valuable tourist dollars in the town. Even our little musters 
reveal quite a few dollars are spent in the townships visited, so the economic value of 
caravanning around the state is quite high.  
 

Our Saturday night bbq became a project in itself when it was revealed only one of 
the two bbq’s were working, and  there were about 20 of us looking for our  tea! Out 
came the George Foreman’s and the portable grills, but that in itself caused more 
problems in that the power supply was then overloaded! However, caravanners are 
very proficient in solving problems and everyone got fed in the end.  We all ate din-
ner in the camp kitchen and with a few drinks, the Olympic Games on tele, lots of 
socialising and a game of scrabble, we all enjoyed a good night. 
 

Sunday morning dawned sunny, and the sea was like a mirror. President Barry (aka 
official muster photographer) got everyone together for a group photo. He has put 
together an album with the photos of musters and it’s a great memento of where 
we’ve been and what we’ve done.  
 

Several members attended the Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Day ceremony, and 
some wandered off to the RSL for a drink and nibbles, then to the local hotel for a 
Sunday roast lunch. 
 

The general consensus for our club is to have musters alternately close to, and further 
out from, Adelaide, and to hold them every 6 weeks or so, plus a longer trip once a 
year. We look forward to many more outings together. 
 

ooOOoo 

Typical Muster—Grand-parents, Parents, Kids & Dogs—A formula for Fun! 



  

 

Wide Bay Burnett Nomads—Gin Gin Muster 
 

The Gin Gin showgrounds was the venue of the October Muster (24 -26 Oct) and the 
AGM of this branch. Thirty one members and six visitors attended. Nineteen vans 
were involved. 
 

Once again we were priveleged  to avail ourselves of one of the better venues . The 
showgrounds committee are to be commended on the construction of their new hall 
facilities. The presentation of the grounds reflected the commitment of the caretakers 
Wayne and Di, and also the band of volunteers who do so much to keep improving 
these facilities. Very few caravan parks can match this venue for suitability for our 
needs, and we need to do all we can to ensure that such venues remain available to 
us. Nothing is too much for the Caretakers in seeing that our stay is pleasant and en-
joyable. 
 

As is usual at musters “meet and greet” and “ happy hours “ were participated in. 
Some members availed themselves of the opportunity to visit the Gin Gin Museum 
after lunch on the Friday. 
Saturday morning saw those seeking a bargain converging on the local markets , pa-
tronising the  variety of stalls  offering a mix of primary produce and cottage industry 
merchandise. 
 

Following morning tea , Don Reid, Chairperson of the Independent Camping Com-
mittee of the ACC brought members up to date on the achievements of his committee 
and enlightened members of the new ACCESS scheme. General discussion and ques-
tions resulted in some practical strategies in dealing with the containment and dis-
posal of grey water. 
 

In addressing the assembly re the recent national ACC Muster at Casino Brian Ward 
paid tribute to  both Don and Margaret Reids involvement in the planning phase and  
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in the actual running of the muster. Branch members who had been able to attend this 
muster were able to provide Brian with useful feedback which aligned generally with 
feedback he had recently received from the   Gold Coast Gadabouts muster attendees. 
Brian was able to outline some of the challenges the organisers faced and what might 
be required to be put into place as guidance to those who take on planning  and bring-
ing to fruition future national musters. 
 

At the AGM held on the Saturday afternoon the outgoing President, John Balding , 
reported on the branch activities since its inception in December last year. Treasurer 
Neil Robinson presented the financial statement also. Mal Sanderson chaired the 
election of office bearers the results of which saw a new president, Fred Morris tak-
ing up the reins of the branch as president. Russ Gerchow and Neil Robinson were 
both elected unopposed as secretary and treasurer respectively. A fourth executive 
officer, Eion Bennett was also elected. Lynne Sanderson serves as our Publicity Offi-
cer. 
 

As a result of Brian Ward's information session on the previous day the branch mem-
bers elected a steering committee to put together a proposal to the ACC Board that 
the Wide Bay Burnett Nomads host a national muster some time in the future as 
members were keen and enthusiastic about the possibility. Following the business 
meeting the obligatory group photo was taken. 
 

Aaron and Leah Travers again hosted the Boule / Bocce competition which resulted 
in a win to Russ Gerchow. This activity certainly provides entertainment for both 
participants and spectators alike. 
 

The newly completed dining room provided the setting for a shared casserole dinner 
which precluded the drawing of the branch raffle, the proceeds of which go to our 
nominated charity, the Royal Flying Doctors. A collection of $50 was raised to swell 
the coffers of the local SES. Our very talented new Publicity Officer had put together 
a pictorial account of the year's activities and all who viewed this were of the opinion 
that it was a tremendous way to record such information. Those with a penchant for 
photography have promised to keep her well and truly supplied with material she can 
use for the next edition. 
 

On the Sunday morning the branch provided a complimentary morning tea to which 
the Base Administrator for the Bundaberg RFDS, Joanne Redden, had been invited to 
enable the handing over of a cheque representing the proceeds of the branch raffles 
held during the year . In all the branch has donated $ 1147.90 to this worthy cause. 
For the record $285 has been donated to various SES groups in the local areas where 
our musters have been held. 
 

Len and Terri Parsons compiled a competition about makes of caravans as well as the 
Trivia Quiz. Mal and Lynne Sanderson seem to be the resident gurus when it comes 
to knowledge about caravan makes. David and Kesley Court achieved the honours 
with the quiz. 
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“Hope to see you at Maryborough in December” was heard again and again as mem-
b e r s  r e l u c t a n t l y  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  m u s t e r .                
This muster will have a Christmas theme. 
 

ooOOoo 

Outgoing President John Balding hands over the ‘goodies’ to  
RFDS’s Joanne Redden. 

Gold Coast Gadabouts—Goomburra Muster 
 

The sun shone brightly as we arrived at this beautiful park. Some lucky members and 
visitors had arrived the day before and greeted us warmly. The green grassy field 
where we chose our own campsite was a welcome change from the regimentation of 
regular parks, and all were set up quickly and new members welcomed to our group. 
 

By early afternoon all had arrived and we had a good turn up of participants for 
boules. With 24 members competing in the ladies vs mens challenge it was some-
times difficult to determine whose ball was closest to the jack, but the ladies most 
decisively won on the day. 
 

As the day cooled we lit the open fire and enjoyed Happy Hour and an easy dinner 
with lots of happy chatting as well as a sing-a-long with Brian Ward and his guitar. 
 

Saturday also proved a lovely day and many of us set off on an observation drive to  
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the nearby Goomburra National Park where we enjoyed a walk and answered the 
questions set out for us. Following this we drove uphill to two wonderful lookouts 
that gave us views of a rugged escarpment and the fertile farmland. 
 

After lunch the ladies found a grassy site on the bank of the creek to enjoy a belly 
dancing lesson conducted by Sheree. We loved putting on the tinkling scarves and 
learning the basic movements and by the end of our lesson had learned a sequence of 
moves that we performed to suitable music. Did we feel chuffed! 
 

Meanwhile the men gathered together to have a Toolbox Talk conducted by Geoff. 
As part of the experience they visited each van and measured the ball weight of each. 
An interesting and informative session was enjoyed. 
 

As the men lit the fire the ladies gathered to mix up some tasty steamed puddings 
comprising apple, sultanas and cinnamon. These cooked away in vans as we had our 
BBQ dinner and shared a variety of salads. We then enjoyed the puddings with 
warmed custard by the campfire and again sang some ‘oldies but goodies’ with Brian 
and his guitar. 
 

Sunday saw two more members arrive and then we gathered for morning tea and a 
brief meeting in the undercover seated area where we began planning for future mus-
ters. Walking, socialising and lunch followed and then it was time for some to return 
home. Those staying on rallied for another round of boules, another campfire and 
Happy Hour and an evening relaxing together. 
 

Fifteen vans had gathered for the muster and everyone had enjoyed great weather, 
great countryside and great friendship. We will all be back for more at Lennox 
Heads. 
 

ooOOoo 

Diesel Plus LPG—A Good Combo, says Fred 
 

One of our newer members—Fred Kovaleff (S00031) - thought the following might 
be of interest to you diesel drivers - 
 

We recently added an LPG gas unit to our Toyota Prado (2006 model). It now runs 
on diesel and LPG at the same time, and as such the diesel is now burning at approxi-
mately 90% instead of the usual 70%. 
 

Since adding the LPG there has been a huge improvement in power (suppliers reckon 
about 20%), and a noticeable improvement in fuel economy. 
 

We have yet to test the Prado under towing conditions, but do expect a favourable 
result. 
 

Until about 2 months ago I’d never heard of diesel / LPG combinations. If it tickles 
your fancy, have a look at www.dieselgasaustralia.com.au. The system costs around 
$4,700 fitted, but providing the vehicle is privately owned, there is a government 
rebate of $2,000 available. 
 

ooOOoo 



  

 

Gold Coast Gadabouts—Neurum Creek Muster (Kaye Hawkins) 
 

Our third muster was held at Neurum Creek Bush Retreat. Whilst we enjoyed the 
lovely sunny, mild days those attending were glad of the campfire to warm and cheer 
us on the very chilly nights. The Park is set on acres of rolling hillsides with grassy 
sites and not too far from town. 
 

All nine vans arrived by lunch time on Friday and our new members, Viv and Rob, 
were made welcome as they enjoyed lots of chit chat and a friendly game of boche 
that afternoon. As the evening cooled we lit the fire and shared a few jokes at Happy 
Hour, which lingered into dinner by the fire as well. 
 

On Saturday we headed off after morning tea to “Grapelands” in the town of Wood-
ford. This is the name given to the local fruit shop by its owner who is a passionate 
Elvis fan and impersonator. At any invitation he lowers the lighting, puts on the mu-
sic and croons to willing listeners, and especially to active rock ‘n rollers! We all 
enjoyed his entertaining performance. 

 

From here we headed towards Mt 
Mee, stopping to admire the view 
across to Bribey Island and along the 
Sunshine Coast. At Mt Mee we en-
joyed a picnic lunch in the forest 
park, and then followed a walking 
path through the rainforest called the 
Piccabeen Walk admiring the palms 
and luscious growth. From there we 
walked to a lookout overlooking a 
waterfall- only a trickle at present. 
 

Taking some scenic back roads we 
meandered our way back to camp 
for a cuppa and a chat, then as the 

sun sank and the air chilled we lit the fire and started to cook our “all in stew”. The 
men did a great job braising the meat and onions whilst the ladies prepared the vast 
range of vegies. We enjoyed “Happy Hour” by the fire as the spoon was passed 
around for everyone to stir the stew. After a couple of hours the delicious meal was 
served to hungry campers who enjoyed the warm meal, then settled in for a chat and 
a sip of Viv’s chocolate liquer. 
 

Sunday saw us enjoy a cuppa whilst we had our Club meeting and chose some ven-
ues for summer musters. Two vans left us that day whilst the rest enjoyed a lazy 
lunch and then had a walk around the many acres of the park and along the lovely 
creek before once again settling by the campfire for “Happy Hour” and then dinner. 
This time Max entertained us with some fabulous photos of his trips to the west, in-
cluding many quite remote spots that only a few of us had seen. 
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Monday came all too soon and it was time to head off after a great muster. The 
friendliness of all those attending ensured that we all had a great time. I would love 
to be able to recommend the Park for its campfires and the lovely setting, however 
the fact that 9 vans were placed on 4 sites (despite booking 2 months ahead), with 6 
vans sharing 4 power outlets, plus the offensive odour from the facilities right from 
Friday onwards makes this difficult. We are assured that our next muster at Goom-
burra will not have the same problems! 
 

ooOOoo 

Technical Things (Tom Olthoff S00016) 
 

 

FUEL ECONOMY AND THE COST OF TRAVELLING – 

part 1. 
 

It has been said that a little knowledge can be dangerous but when it comes to operat-
ing a vehicle in an economic manner, a little knowledge may well save a few dollars 
and allow the budget to stretch a bit further. 
 

With the ever-increasing cost of fuel, some tell us that it won’t be long before we 
can’t afford to turn the key. But is it really as bad as all that? Are people likely to 
stop travelling? Do we need to have shorter holidays? Should we revert back to 
swags and tents?  Is there something that we can do about it? Or do we simply adjust 
or get used to the circumstances? 
 

The answers to these questions and many other is most likely to be –“it depends”. In 
this case it can depend on your point of view. So we’ll try to work out where cara-
vanners may be able to reduce the running costs so that they can still continue to en-
joy their holidays. 
 

To do this we’ll have a look at choices in fuel, what happens to the power produced, 
effect of engine and vehicle speed on consumption and being a bit smarter about the 
way we drive our cars. 
 

Fuel Consumption Factors 
 

A study carried out by the Monash University found that driver behaviours which 
affect fuel consumption include: travel speed; smoothness of driving; travel route; 
use of air conditioning and use of cruise control. The study also found that smoother 
driving has a greater potential for reducing fuel consumption in urban areas than for 
open road travel. In fact smoother driving can lead to greater reduction in overall fuel  
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usage than lower travel speeds. Whether you have a trailer in tow doesn’t have any 
bearing on this. 
 

Where Does The Power Go 
 

As fuel needs to be burnt in order to produce power to get a vehicle moving, it is 
worth considering whether the power, or energy, is used efficiently. Although a die-
sel engine is considered to be more efficient in relation to the amount of power pro-
duced for a given amount of fuel, there is still a great deal of wastage. 
 

Considering the potential energy in a litre of petrol, diesel or LPG, the amount of 
motive power ultimately obtained to move the vehicle is relatively small. It is in the 
region of 20-30%. The remainder is lost or wasted to overcome the likes of friction, 
wind resistance and tyre rolling resistance. In round numbers, about 30% of the heat 
developed from the burning of the fuel is lost into the cooling system, 30% out of the 
exhaust, 10% to overcome the friction of the engine’s moving components and 5% to 
other thermal losses. This leaves about 25% to actually turn the crankshaft. 
But that is not the end of it. The useful power remaining then has to operate accesso-
ries like the alternator, air conditioning compressor, water pump, etc.; rotate other 
components like the gearbox and drive shafts; overcome the rolling resistance of the 
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tyres and push air out of the way. By this time there is only about 10-15 % left to 
move the passengers or pull a load. 
 

In regard to wind resistance or aerodynamics, more than 80% of the drag is caused by 
air flow around the vehicle, particularly in the case of a caravan which generally has 
a flat front. Another 10% is the result of friction between the air and the surfaces of 
the vehicle and a further 10% is the result of drag created by air flowing through the 
radiator, vents, around the wheels and under the vehicle. 
 

So an aerodynamically designed caravan would have a rounded sloping front, 
rounded rear, smooth surfaces and be low to the ground. As far as a caravan is con-
cerned, that’s probably not very functional if we are looking to maximise interior 
space for a given length. 
 

Factors that increase fuel consumption 
 

There are many factors that can cause an engine to consume more fuel. These include 
ambient and engine temperature, wind strength and direction, hilly terrain or windy 
roads, road conditions, traffic congestion, higher road speed, rate of acceleration 
(being heavy footed), low tyre pressures, long idling periods, windows open and use 
of air conditioning. 
 

If  windows are open at higher speeds the additional air turbulence created and the 
subsequent increase in fuel usage can be greater than when the air conditioner is used 
with the windows closed. 
 

Economy and speed 
 

Most motorists will probably agree that there is a 
relationship between speed and economy. After all, 
most drivers know that if you drive faster the en-
gine uses more fuel. But that is not always the 
case. At low road speeds the economy can actually 
be worse than if you drive faster. This doesn’t 
mean that you are better off speeding. 
 

There is a condition, however, where the engine 
works most efficiently. A good analogy is a bicy-
cle. When the pedals are rotating slowly, it can 
actually be physically harder to keep the bicycle 
moving, as well as more tiring, than when our legs 
are moving at a faster pace. There comes a time of 
course where if we try to pedal too fast we con-
sume too much energy and quickly become puffed 
out. 
 

Next time we’ll discuss the affect of torque, why 
towing consumes more fuel, the best driving tech-

niques and how to obtain accurate consumption data. 
 

ooOOoo 



 

 



 

 

Recipes for the Road (Deirdre Lazarus V00012) 
 

Pork Chops with Mustard Sauce 
 

Ingredients: 

30 g Butter    1 Onion, finely sliced 
1 Tablespoon Flour   Salt & Pepper 
4 Pork Chops    1/2 Cup Medium Sherry 
3/4 Cup Chicken Stock   2 Tablespoons French Mustard 
 

Method: 

Melt the butter in a flameproof casserole, add the onion and fry until soft. Remove 
and set aside. Season the flour with salt and pepper and use to coat the chops. Add to 
the casserole and fry briskly until browned on both sides. Return the onion to the 
casserole and add the sherry and stock. Cover and simmer for 30 minutes, or until 
the chops are cooked. Transfer the chops to a warmed serving dish. Add the mustard 
to the sauce in the casserole, stir well and season to taste. Pour over the chops and 
serve immediately. 
 

London Pie 
 

Ingredients: 

500 g Minced Beef  2 Onions, chopped 
1/3 Cup Sultanas   2 Cooking apples, peeled, cored, and chopped 
2 Tablespoons Tomato Paste 4 Tablespoons Beef Stock 
65 g Instant Mashed Potato Salt and Pepper 
1/2 Cup Milk   1/2 Cup Water 
1/2 Cup grated Cheddar Cheese Parsley Sprigs forgarnish 
 

Method: 

Mix together the beef, onions, sultanas, and apples in a casserole. Blend the tomato 
paste with the stock and add to the beef mixture. Season with salt and pepper to taste. 
Cover with foil and cook in a preheated moderate oven, 180 C, for 30 minutes. Make 
up the potato using the milk and water as per packet directions. Spoon over the top 
of the pie. Sprinkle with cheese and return to the oven for about 15 minutes, or until 
cheese is melted and browned. Garnish with parsley and serve immediately. 
 

Cream of Carrot Soup 
 

Ingredients: 

2 x 440 g Cans Carrots  2 Onions, chopped 
60 g Butter   1 Cup fresh White Breadcrumbs 
2 1/2 Cups Milk   Salt and Pepper, Chopped Parsley to garnish 
 

Method: 

Put the carrots with their juice, the onions, butter, and breadcrumbs into a saucepan. 
Add the milk and bring to the boil. Cover and simmer for 5 minutes. Rub through a 
sieve or blend until smooth, add salt and pepper to taste. Reheat gently before serv-
ing garnished with parsley. 
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Highlights from the Chairman’s Report to the ACC 

Annual General Meeting 2008 
 

The following is a précis of Chairman Lionel’s address to the 2008 Annual Gen-

eral Meeting, held at Casino. Should you like a full transcript just drop an Email to 

the Editor. 
 

1 Acknowledgement of the excellent work done by the founding Directors, in par-
ticular Grant Stable. Grant wrote our constitution, drafted the Guidelines for branches 
and committees, set up the systems for handling membership applications, records 
and renewals, singlehandedly produced the first 4 editions of the Nomad in house, 
and did all of the day to day work entailed in running a busy and growing organiza-
tion. 
 

2 Members of the Board and their backgrounds: 
   Chair—Lionel Mussel: Author, Traveller, Administrator 
   Treasurer—Rob Tudor: background in IT and Banking (also our Webmaster) 
   Secretary—Alan Lazarus: background in Telecommunications & Aviation 
   Director—John Stainer: background in Business & Corporate Administration 
   Director—Tom Smith: Grazier, Traveller & Lobbyist 
 

3 Committees: 

Independent Camping (Don Reid, Chair) Don and his committee have played a very 
active role and many councils and other bodies have become aware of our presence 
through representations made by the ICC. 
 

Marketing & Promotions (Barry Konemann, Chair) Tirelessly promote the ACC. 
They have markedly increased the advertising revenue for the Nomad, promoted 
membership through our participation at the Sydney and Brisbane caravan shows, 
and have obtained a great deal of sponsorship for club events. 
 

National Muster (Gary Duncan, Chair) This 2008 National Muster is ample proof of 
their contribution—excellent. 
 

4 Insurance: Besides the attraction to members and potential members of a great 
insurance scheme, we also earn income from our participation. We have been pre-
sented with a substantial cheque by MHIA’s Phil Nossiter, who made a great effort to 
join us for this muster. 
 

5 Membership: Our membership has grown to over 750 units, equating to around 
1400 people. However we need even more, and you can help. If you are pleased with 
what we are doing, if you appreciate our efforts at advocacy, if you are proud to be-
long to a dynamic national organization—then tell others, hand out brochures etc. 
 
6 Club Shop: We have increased the range of items available to members, and will 
continue to expand the range as demand and finances permit. 
 
 

Cont/... 



 

 

7 ARVO (Australian Recreational Vehicle Owners Inc): The ACC is a founding 
member of this organization along with CMCA (Campervan & Motorhome Club of 
Australia), NACC (National Association of Caravan Clubs), and ATCMCC 
(Australasian Touring Caravan, Motorhome and Camping Club). This significant 
alliance will enable us to lobby with a single powerful voice on matters affecting all 
RV owners. 
 

8 ACCESS (Australian Caravan Club Environmentally Safe Scheme) This initia-
tive will increase our access to independent camping areas and raise our image as an 
environmentally responsible club. It comes under the independent camping commit-
tee under the steady hand of co-ordinator David Reid, and forms a very significant 
milestone in our development as a club. 
 

9 Branches: Last year we had only 2 branches, this year we have nine, and more are 
on the way. Through the branches our members have ready access to locally based 
activities and musters and do much to strengthen the bonds between our members. 
There is room for more branches, both in the states where we are well established, 
and in those states with a smaller ACC population. Forming and maintaining a 
branch does not entail a great amount of effort, and the rewards are great, branch 
development is an area where ordinary members can have a great impact. 
 

10 Website and Forum: The website has gone from strength to strength and is a fine 
shop window for our club and a great resource for our members. The forum provides 
the facility for members to discuss and debate items of  common interest and is also a 
great source of caravanning knowledge and advice. 
 

11 Nomad (Lionel Mussel & Alan Lazarus, Co-Editors): The standard of the No-
mad has, and will, continue to improve. It will remain as a hard copy publication 
with a soft version of each issue on the website. We are looking at ways to increase 
both the frequency and size of the publication however this will only occur as fi-
nances and demand permit. 
 

12 The Future: We have come a long way in just 2 years but there’s a lot more work 
ahead of us if we are to become the most dynamic and powerful voice of caravanning 
in Australia.  
 

The Board and committees can only do so much—it’s up to every member to contrib-
ute and help us grow. 
 

As your leaders, we want to know your concerns and suggestions—don’t be shy. If 
you believe something can be done in a better way or if you have S00032 this won-
derful idea that we hadn’t thought of—let us know about it. 
 

I believe our future is bright and I am filled with awe that you have allowed me to 
lead this great organization. May we all share in a united effort to advance the cause 
of caravan and camper-trailer ownership in this great land we call home. 
 

ooOOoo 





 

 

9 out of 10 Travellers Have a Drinking Problem! 
 

Whether it is a caravan, motorhome, camper trailer or campervan that you travel in, 
they all have one thing in common. WATER.  Compared to a household situation, 
RV travellers have a number of other issues to contend with. Here’s just a few: 
 

Firstly, chlorine is used to assist in controlling bacteria, the same as you do with a 
swimming pool. However, the chlorine that is used in a swimming pool has a stabi-
liser added to assist in preventing the chlorine from evaporating.  Drinking water 
doesn’t! So, chlorine quickly turns to a gas and releases, leaving the water in the 
tanks susceptible to bacterial contamination. This is even more of a problem in hotter 
climates.  
 

Another major concern is, if water has colour in it from leaves, branches, etc. (as is 
often the case from a rain water tank). When this coloured water combines with chlo-
rine it creates a cancer causing by-product called Trihalomethanes (Google THM’s, 
you’ll even find it on government websites). For RV’s, this is a major problem as 
often we can unknowingly fill with water that has a slight colour stain, then travel to 
a town and top up our tanks with water that has chlorine added.  
 

The other side is, if the water doesn’t have chlorine, it may have bacteria. Bacteria 
being neither male nor female will continue to multiply in your tanks, pumps and 
pipe work. This can happen around every 20 minutes. 1 becomes 2, 2 to 4, 4 to 8, 8 
to 16, etc. In a matter of hours you can have thousands of them.  And the warmer, the 
better. The heat radiating off hot bitumen onto your tanks can create the perfect envi-
ronment for bacteria to continue to reproduce (and turn the chlorine to gas as previ-
ously mentioned).  
 

So now we may have bacteria in our plumbing system, we get to the caravan park; 
lay our water hose on the ground and hook up to the park water supply.  Unlike 
home, where the water pipe is buried in the ground, the water hose heats up, keeping 
it just right for bacteria.  
 

These are just some of the issues that effect Australian RV travellers.  
 

Nowadays, you should treat water the same as you do electricity- it is supplied to 
you, but it is up to you to make it safe.  The good news is there is a safe and easy 
solution.  
 

The B.E.S.T. INLINE Water Filter is a simple system that you can install yourself 
along your supply hose. They are the only Australian made system designed specifi-
cally for the Australian RV market with unique features.  
 

All water contains dirt, and all filters will slow down, but The B.E.S.T. INLINE Wa-
ter Filter is reversible so you simply install it in the opposite direction, flush the dirt 
to the ground, then reconnect it and continue to use it in the new direction.  
 

The quality carbon used, removes most bad taste and odours giving you great tasting 
water. It also removes the cancer causing THM’s, while leaving the essential miner-
als in the water. 

Cont/... 



  

 

The B.E.S.T. Inline has a 1 micron membrane to stop the parasites such as Giardia 
and Cryptosporidium.  
 

And of course B.E.S.T., which stands for Bacteria Eliminating Silver Treatment, in-

corporates the Original SilverSafe  process that is a complete bed of silver coated 
crystals at both ends of the filter. Independent comparisons state “it is the SilverSafe

  process which sets them apart from all others.”    
 

What the SilverSafe  process does for you is it keeps everything bacteria free. This 
means that when storing your van for any length of time, you simply store the filter 
away as well; there is no need to dry/refrigerate when not in use as there are no bac-
teria present to multiply.  
 

Being bacteria free also means there is no time limit on when replacement is re-
quired. If a person drinks 2 litres of water per day they will only consume 730 litres 
in one year. So with the B.E.S.T. INLINE Water Filter, which is rated to treat around 
5000 litres, it is not uncommon for it to last several years.  
 

Affordably priced at around $100.00, you can ensure you’ll have clean, safe water 
wherever the road may take you.  
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Coming Events 
 

Nov 28th to 30th  ACC Southern Nomads 
Muster at Surfside Holiday Park, Warrnambool (VIC) 
 

Nov 28th to 30th  ACC Family Firesiders 
Muster at Camp Cooroora, Lake McDonald  (QLD) 
 

Dec 4th to 7th  ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
Muster at Maryborough Park (Showgrounds) (QLD) 
 

Dec 5th to 8th  ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 
Muster at Lake Ainsworth Caravan Park, Lennox Head (NSW) 
 

Jan 24th to 26th  ACC Family Firesiders 
Muster at Elouera (Girl Guides Camp)  (QLD) 
 

Feb 6th to 9th  ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 
Muster at Mudjimba Beach   (QLD) 
 

Feb 13th to 15th  ACC Hunter Ramblers 
Muster at Stroud Showground   (NSW) 
 

Feb 19th to 22nd  ACC Southern Nomads 
Muster at Kurrumburra    (VIC) 



 

 



 

 

Branch Contacts 
 

ACC Southern Nomads 

President: Bruce Watt Secretary: Ray Barton  Phone: 0428 821 979 
Mail: 11 Menzies Close, Lara, VIC 3212 
Email: bartonrk@bigpond.com 
 

ACC Sunshine Nomads 

President: Ron McGrice Secretary: Lawrance Chadwick Phone: 07 5445 6020 
Mail: 21 Lehmann Court, Buderim, QLD 4556 
Email: lawrance@chadwick.net.au 
 

ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 

President: Fred Morris  Secretary: Russ Gerchow Phone: 07 4128 3090 
Mail: 7 Ferntree Close, Kawungan, QLD 4655 
Email: balding1@bigpond.com 
 

ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 

President: Ken Scullett Secretary: Kaye Hawkins  Phone: 07 5534 8488 
Mail: PO Box 4415, Elanora, QLD 4221 
Email: 88kch@ozemail.com.au 
 

ACC Hunter Ramblers 

President: Max Plumb Secretary: Nevis Rothery  Phone: 02 4982 3580 
Mail: 6 Navy Nook, Tanilba Bay, NSW 2319 
Email:  n_rothery@yahoo.com.au 
 

ACC Golden Westerners 

President: Doug Elliott Secretary: Brian Semmler  Phone: 0439 823 486 
Mail: PO Box 282, Dubbo, NSW 2830 
Email: brianandmary@clearmail.com.au 
 

ACC Family Firesiders 

President: Ian Ritchie Secretary: Stuart Scullett-Dean   Phone: 07 4123 6142 
Mail: PO Box 4008, Tinana, QLD 4650 
Email: accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 
 

ACC Southern Cross Overlanders 

President: Barry Gardiner  Secretary: Theo Ellard  Phone: 08 8386 8026 
Mail: 5 Ford Court, Hackham West, SA 5163 
Email: theomaur@bigpond.com 
 

ACC Southern Highlanders 

President: TBA  Secretary: TBA   Phone: 02 4684 2139 
Mail: 49 Claremont Drive, Bargo NSW 2574 
Email: myra@kemymales.com 
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