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Club Management 
 
The Directors of the Club are - 
 
Lionel Mussell - Chair 

- Publicity Officer 
 
Grant Stable  - Secretary 
 
Julie Baldwin  - Treasurer 
 
Rob Tudor  - Web Master 
 
 
The Nomad is a publication of The Australian Caravan Club Lim-
ited 
for the benefit of club members. 
 
All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed 
and can be forwarded to the secretary. 
 

ooOOoo 
 
The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article 
may be reproduced without the permission of the author. 
 
We have obtained permission from the copyright holder where a 
copyright article has been used. 
 
Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. 
Members and readers should not assume that the inclusion of an 
advertisement is a recommendation as to the suitability or other-
wise of the product or service being advertised. 
 

ooOOoo 
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An Introduction  
 
Welcome to the first edition of The Nomad. This is your magazine 
and we hope you will look forward to reading it every quarter. 
 
If you have just joined the club - then a very warm welcome from 
all of us. 
 
I have felt a need for a unified voice for caravanners for a long 
time and have often advocated something like this in my column 
in Caravan World based on what I know of those two huge 
organisations in the UK -The Caravan Club and The Caravan and 
Camping Club. They each have many thousands of members, 
hundreds of staffed campgrounds and a vast array of member 
benefits. 
 
My vision is for us to have a similar influential and worthwhile 
club here in Australia and when I heard about the launch of the 
Australian Caravan Club I was thrilled and quickly joined after 
finding out it had been set up as a Company in a very proper and 
businesslike manner. 
 
All credit to Gary Stratton and Grant Stable who spent many, 
many hours in the early stages before launch drafting a 
comprehensive Constitution and making sure we were registered as 
a Company with ASIC (Australian Securities and Investment 
Commission). 
 
The late Robert Kennedy in his much quoted quote said: "Some 
men see things as they are and say why? I dream things that 
never were and say "Why not?" I’m sure Gary and Grant and the 
other founding members had a vision about what was needed for 
caravanners and camper-trailer owners and I share that dream. 
I m sure we can make it a reality together. 
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It’s great that although we are less than three months old with a 
small but growing membership, we have been able to produce 
The Nomad on time as promised and also bring you some member 
benefits already. I must thank Grant for the huge workload he 
has taken on to produce the magazine ‘in house’ and save us lots 
of money. 
 
Our club object of education has been addressed in this issue by 
an article generously supplied by Brian Springer - Member 
Q00013. Brian supports us in many ways through his Springers 
Low Voltage Shop  - thanks Brian. 
 
Now that we have obtained Public Liability Insurance cover it 
means that we can start planning our first social events although 
these will take time to plan and co-ordinate. For this to happen 
we need volunteers and we mention this elsewhere in the magazine 
- if you can help in any way let us know. 
 
We are achieving our short-term goals but for our long term aims 
to come to fruition we need the weight of numbers. No-one will 
take much notice of a club with just a couple of hundred members 
but they will sit up and take notice if we speak on behalf of 
thousands of caravanners and camper-trailer owners. We need 
you to spread the word to every vanner you meet. Download 
some membership application forms and the promotional flyer 
from the website and give them to prospective members or ask 
caravan parks to hand them out. What we need are members, 
members and even more members. 
 
Our publicity campaign is bearing fruit but we need your personal 
promotion of the club to swell our numbers. We desperately 
need strong representation - a recent example is the NSW 
Local Council that opened rest areas for motor homes but excluded 
caravans! 



5 

I’m sorry to have to tell you that Tom Richards, who occupied 
the Chair for a while after Gary left, has felt that he would be 
better stepping down from the growing responsibilities of 
Directorship and we accepted his decision with regret. The good 
news in that Tom is staying with the club in an active role as, in his 
words,  “I am very passionate about this club and want to help it 
succeed”. 
 
Regards and safe caravanning, 
Lionel Mussell 
 

ooOOoo 
 

Web Site Update. 
 
Thanks to our new webmaster, Robert Tudor, our major upgrade 
of the website has now been completed and it will be going live 
at the same time we mail out “The Nomad”. 
 
We will continue to upgrade the website by adding new sections 
and features. We suggest you drop in and have a look from time 
to time as many important issues and club events will be 
announced using our website in future. 
 
A members only area has been introduced with the update. Access 
is by user name and password which will be updated in each 
issue of “The Nomad”. 
Currently – 
 
USER NAME is Towbar PASSWORD is Towball 
 

ooOOoo 
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Van-Lectrics 
 
Voltage drop in Cables. 
There have been many comments on how badly Recreational 
Vehicle dual battery systems perform. Regular complaints are that 
the fridge in the back does not run for long enough off the second 
battery. In fact nearly all low voltage appliance problems relate 
to voltage drop in cable. 
 
Consider this: A battery delivers efficiently between full charge 
(12.8V) and nearly flat (12V) that is a difference of .8Volts to 
work with. Now if the cable is undersized between the front of a 
4WD and the rear by even 2mm cross sectional area, then you 
can create a voltage drop of up to .6Volts. Taking this same size 
cable through to a caravan can be .8Volts drop. 
 
Whilst driving along the fridge will work perfectly because the 
alternator is taking the voltage up to 14.2Volts. When stopped, 
the second battery in the vehicle will fall to 12.8Volts. The fridge 
connected to the cable at the rear at this stage is only reading 
12.2Volts assuming .6volts drop in the cable. 
 
As the fridge starts it will drop the battery voltage by .3V thus 
causing the battery to fall to 11.9Volts. Most fridges will cut out 
at around 11.5Volts. Is it any wonder we have appliance problems? 
 
We change over 4WD cabling often with up to .8volt drop between 
front and back because an installer wired not only with 
cable too small but incorrect bonding of negative to the chassis. 
We change the cable to 13.5mm cross sectional area and run this 
in positive and negative from the front to the back. The owner 
will now get an extra 15hrs from his fridge. When charging a 
standard wet cell or calcium deep cycle battery, your vehicle 
alternator will only take it to 75% of fully charged. If voltage drop 
is added as well then the capacity may only get to 60%. This con- 
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tinued under charging rate will eventually sulphate the battery. 
 
With the absolute necessary charging voltage of 14.2Volts from 
your alternator, you need to deliver this to any battery being 
charged. Under sized cable and bad bonding of chassis negative 
does not help. Minimum size under the bonnet should be 13.5 
cross sectional area and run in positive and negative - NO 
CHASSIS EARTH! 
 
Beware: Automotive and Marine cable sold as 6mm is actually 
4.5mm cross sectional area. Cross sectional area cable is sold in 
most Solar shops and is the only standard that can be used for the 
formulae of Voltage drop measurement. 
 
We at Springers have been installing in caravans, boats, mobile 
homes and 4wds now for four years. Our installers are fully 
trained professionals in cable sizing and battery technology. 
 
Should you want hassle free installation or technical advice then 
call Springers 
 
Written by Brian Springer, member Q00013, of Springers Low 
Voltage Specialists . www.springers.com.au 
 

ooOOoo 
 
The Police Officer couldn’t believe his eyes as he saw the 
woman drive past while furiously knitting. 
He accelerated his bike, pulled up beside her and yelled out 
“Pull Over!”. 
The woman glanced at him and yelled back, “No! they’re socks” 
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Rest Areas v Caravan Parks 
 
The late Ormsby Wilkins, sometime host of Melbourne s Radio 
3AW, used to brighten up a slow morning’s chat by mentioning 
garbage collection. The switchboard would immediately light 
up as everyone wanted their say on this seemingly mundane 
subject. 
 
The same thing happens when caravanners start to discuss rest 
areas, budget caravan parks and resort type parks. Everyone has 
their favourite places for spending the night whether it be an 
isolated campsite near a wild river, a rest area near a main road, a 
National Park campground or a bustling four star resort with all 
the mod cons and conveniences. 
 
Vi and I like to ‘bush camp’ sometimes but also feel a need to 
use the facilities of caravan parks at times. This may be because 
we need to do washing or charge our caravan batteries or it might 
be because we want to spend an extended period in some nice 
seaside resort and the park’s situation suits us as a base. 
 
Something that is guaranteed to raise my blood pressure and 
start me sounding off is when I hear of moves trying to curtail the 
freedom of caravanners to park where they like and be forced to 
use caravan parks exclusively. 
 
While this is usually traceable to caravan parks or their 
Associations, it sometimes comes from local residents who object 
to their rates being used to provide facilities for travellers. 
 
Home Hill Controversy 
 
An example of this occurred recently in the Home Hill area in 
northern Queensland when the Townsville Bulletin carried an 
article about this great Rest Area provided for travellers right in 
the Home Hill township. In the article a number of residents 
complained about use of their rates but to balance this quite a few 
people were in favour. Naturally the local caravan park was 
among the objectors saying that the free facility was affecting 
their livelihood. 
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In the follow up to the article, the paper published a number of 
letters including one from me that in the main were full of 
praise for the council. Most noticeable among those in favour 
were local traders who gain extra business from people 
overnighting in the ‘free’ area. 
 
We haven’t used this beautifully set up rest area yet but intend 
doing so on our next trip north. We have often used other ‘free’ 
facilities including some listed in ‘Camps Australia Wide’ . (See 
the advertisement on page 18) The popularity of this excellent 
book is proof of how many people are seeking alternate campsites 
these days. 
 
Running a caravan park is not easy I know and I can appreciate 
owners wanting to optimise their income - but they won t do 
it by alienating the very people they want to encourage to use 
their parks. I much prefer the attitude of people like Leighton and 
Pauline Davies at Peak Hill Caravan Park in NSW who say, “We 
want people to stay in our park because they WANT to not because 
they HAVE to!” They have made a huge number of improvements 
to their park as proof of this including underfloor heating in the 
showers, They have also instituted a reducing nightly rate to 
encourage longer stays by visitors. (See their advertisement 
on the rear cover) 
 
Many vanners are like us and have on board everything 
needed for comfortable stays in the bush or National Parks. We 
have solar battery charging, an inverter to produce 240volts for 
mains power appliances, gas hot water for the shower and sink, a 
fridge that can run on LPG, a toilet plus an LPG BBQ for al 
fresco cooking. What else do we need and why pay ridiculous 
rates for a regimented site in a resort style caravan park? 
 
If having mains power, TV and recreation rooms, internet kiosks, 
swimming pools, etc is what you like and can afford then 
that’s fine. There s room for all of us in this great country! 
 
Lionel Mussell 
 

ooOOoo 
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Recipes for the Road 
 
In out first edition we provide a simple apple slice for entertaining 
at afternoon tea time. 
 
Sally s Apple Slice 
 
INGREDIENTS 
1 packet Butter Cake Mix ( No Name brand is best) 
1 cup Coconut 
125g Margarine - melted 
1 tin Pie Apple chopped finely & add sugar if necessary 
300 mls Sour Cream (not light) 
Cinnamon 
 
METHOD 
Preheat oven to 180o C 
Mix cake mix, coconut and margarine together 
Press into a slice tin 
Cook in oven for 12 minutes 
Remove tray cover base with Apple 
Spread sour cream over Apple 
Sprinkle Cinnamon over Cream 
Return slice to oven and cook a further 25 minutes 
Remove from oven and cool. 
Cut slice into squares and refrigerate 
Slice should keep in air tight container for several days 
 
…..But it doesn’t seem to last for long at my place, ENJOY!!!! 
 

ooOOoo 
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Please help us help you 
Caution Please. 
Unlike most other clubs we are a Company and as such your 
directors have taken on a greater responsibility than in most clubs. 
We are also answerable to ASIC (Australian Securities & 
Investment Commission) for the proper running of our club. 
 
This means that your Board is responsible for the clubs activities 
and therefore has to approve and sanction any actions by members, 
because as someone once said “The buck stops here”. 
 
This certainly doesn’t mean that we want to stop you promoting 
the club in every way you can but it does mean that members 
cannot enter into arrangements or speak on behalf of the club. 
The Board is the only body authorised to do that. 
 
Help Needed. 
Your Board is a bit like a duck at the moment. All calm on the 
surface but paddling like crazy underneath. 
 
There are many things we are working on but not too much we 
can announce just yet. Grant and Lionel have been working like 
mad to bring you this edition. Grant has also been processing the 
flood of applications and enquiries besides negotiating deals 
which all members will benefit from, as well as keeping the club 
records in order. Lionel has been busy generating publicity, 
redesigning our promotional flier and maintaining our current web 
site. Our new director and webmaster, Robert, is working to 
bring our new website on-line. Our Treasurer, Julie, has been 
attending to our financial management and helping design our new 
colour brochures. With the rest of the Board she has been attending 
regular planning and board meetings. 
 
There are many other issues we would wish to address, if we had 
the time. This is where we need your help. If you have any time 
to spare, special skills or interests or can offer help in any way 
we d love to hear from you. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Travels with Sparky & Kasey 
By Kesley Court - Member Q00007 
 
Our humans are packing the van again! If we re really good 
we ll go too. They left us at home last time - or rather they took 
us to what they cheerfully call ‘holiday camp’ . Just so they could 
visit some place called a “National Park” . It sounded a great 
place for dogs to run, but they said we weren’t allowed to go, as 
we’d frighten the other animals. 
 
We should introduce ourselves. Sparky is an 11-year-old yellow 
Labrador Retriever and I m her cousin, Kasey and I’m 6. Sparky 
is starting to slow down a bit so I have to 
keep an eye on her. She thinks she’s still 
a youngster, so I let her think she’s still 
in charge. Mum retired her from competition 
a couple of years ago and I took 
over as Mum s partner in the obedience 
ring. She thought she had it tough with 
Sparky, but I m showing her how much 
more clever I am than Sparky ever was. I think up different 
things to do every time we compete together. I know it’s not 
what I m supposed to do, but the usual routine is SO boring, I 
like to spice it up. 
 
Where s the dog food? 
There goes another load - we hope it includes dog food this time. 
Yes, there it goes and it s a large bag. I guess that means we’re 
going and it will be for a long trip. We’ll wag our tails and smile 
just to make sure. 
 
Now they re putting our bedding and bowls in the car. We hope 
They’ve got all our travel essentials leads, vaccination papers, 
poo bags, fetch toys, worming tablets, nail clippers, ear cleaner, 
shampoo (ugh, we hate the stuff, a swim in a creek or the sea 
would be much better, followed by a good roll in the dirt). Yes, 
there goes the carry bag - yippee! Yes, they re hitching up the 
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van. Here comes mum with our leads. 
Now we’ll jump in the back of the car into our own travelling 
kennel. Mum’s put comfortable bedding, a water bowl and some 
chew toys in for us and she even makes sure the air conditioning 
is directed to our area. Sometimes we go to hot places, but she 
always makes sure the car is parked in the shade when we stop. 
The back door can be left open so we can watch who s going 
past, but we can t get out because of the security screen. 
 
We enjoy travelling 
We’/ve travelled all over the eastern part of the country over the 
past 4 years; often we re away from home for 3 or 4 months. We 
really enjoy it because we meet lots of friendly people and their 
dogs that are also lucky enough to travel with their families. 
We’ve stayed at some great caravan parks that welcome dogs so 
long as our humans are considerate of other people, keeping us 
on lead and cleaning up after us. 
 
We stop every few hours for a walk and a drink. We check out 
all the smells and can tell who’s visited that spot before us. 
Sometimes we have to watch where we walk as some inconsiderate 
humans leave broken bottles lying around. There are often 
food scraps lying around and we can smell the rats and bandicoots 
have been there before us. 
 
Sometimes our humans leave us at a local vet for the day while 
they go sightseeing. It s not too bad just for the day, but we re 
glad to see them when they get back. We were at a vet’s in 
Armidale one day when a really loud thunderstorm came. Now 
Sparky gets really, really frightened at thunderstorms, but the vet 
nurse was really kind to her. I barked at the noise to show 
Sparky I was looking after her. 
Dad s starting the car and we’re off. What a way to spend the 
summer! 
 
Licks from Kasey, and Sparky too. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Here’s an idea - 
 
When backing your van into your site, plan your approach so that 
you can see the drivers side van wheels as you back in. 
 
Before you start, lay a rope on the ground from where the van 
wheels are and then back in the arc where want the driver s side 
caravan wheels to track, as you back in. 
Watch the offside van clearances when laying out the rope to 
make sure you have enough room there. 
 
Then, you can drive back adjusting the steering so the van wheels 
follow the rope all the way home. Just remember when to stop. 
 

ooOOoo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Chairperson, Lionel Mussell has 

very generously donated a copy of his book “Australia Calling” 
to every foundation member of our club. 
 
Everyone joining the club until March 31, 2007 will receive a 
copy of this wonderful travel companion valued at $24.00 inc 
p&p. 
Current members will not be left out and will receive their copy 
in the mail in time for Christmas. 
 
Happy Reading 
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Your Board at work. 
 
As Lionel has advised, the board has accepted Tom s resignation. 
Although disappointed that Tom has stepped down, we are 
delighted to announce that Lionel Mussell has accepted the 
position of Chairperson. 
 
Your directors have been busy planning and implementing our 
plans as we move forward. There are many initiatives in the 
pipeline, most of which we have been working on since day one. 
 
Please keep an eye on our web site as some are so important we 
will not wait until the next issue of The Nomad to implement 
or announce them. In order to maximise our members benefit 
from some announcements we need to keep our plans confidential. 
We are sure you will see the need for this. 
 
Social Activities 
We are now about to enter into an exciting new phase of our 
club s development. Now that we have the appropriate insurances 
in place we are able to commence social gatherings and 
meeting each other face to face. 
 
During the coming months we will be arranging local social 
events around Australia. The plans for these will be on the internet 
as they are arranged. 
 
As we have members in every State (and Territory) there should 
be an event near you. 
 
In the new year we will also start planning our major event of the 
year. Our combined Annual General Meeting and National Rally 
which will be held some time in September/October next year. 
 

ooOOoo 
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CARAVANNING MAYHEM 
 
We’re as Aussie as a barbecue, fair dinkum as they come, 
And we’re passionate ‘bout our footy and we love a Bundy rum. 
We re as true blue as Don Bradman and I’ll wager both our pays 
We re as ridgy didge as vegemite. No! Mightymight leastways. 
 
We get green and gold malaria at least twice every week. 
And the truth be known ... we ve got it now ... right as we flamin’ speak. 
When we see our nation’s coat of arms we feel a sense of pride. 
Well ... that was until we went outback. These days we cringe and hide. 
 
We had bought a brand new four-wheel drive and caravan to boot 
And we thought we’d tour Australia. It was bound to be a hoot. 
We drove up through Bourke and Charleville and that old mate is where ... 
Both those critters on our coat of arms ... attacked us then and there. 
 
We had crossed the bridge at Yo Yo Creek when right there in full view 
Was a whopping great big Kangaroo and old man Emu too. 
Well they raised our Aussie pride on high ... that’s ‘till they split those chaps ... 
And the emu hit the windscreen and was dumped upon our laps. 
 
It was panic that now overtook this oversized galah, 
As he started kicking madly to escape from out the car. 
His big beak was pecking firmly at the middle of my groin, 
While my manhood stood protected by a pocket full of coin. 
 
The sharp claws were madly thrashing and my wife was not amused 
‘Cause he lashed out at her torso that was bloodied, cut and bruised. 
And whatever emus tend to eat and digest through the day 
Was now spread throughout the vehicle as we fought that deadly fray. 
 
The old emu found the window and with freedom now in sight 
That bird shredded the upholstery as he kicked with all his might. 
We were covered with its feathers and in one all mighty push 
He then squeezed on out the window and he headed for the bush. 
 
We were bloodied, bruised and beaten and bewildered and amazed 
As we scrambled from our four-wheel drive both still a little dazed. 
We were now in need of first aid so we opened our van door 
And we climbed inside to find the kit both feeling rather sore. 
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In the meantime unbeknown to us the big ‘roo in despair, 
He had clipped our brand new four-wheel drive and hurtled through the air. 
When the flying frame of that large beast, which stood near six feet tall, 
It had landed in the caravan through awning, glass and all. 
 
On the table there before us stood this stunned ‘roo, not quite dead, 
When the scream from my old lady triggered something in its head. 
In an instant he had grabbed me and had lunged out with his feet 
And he shredded my new Levis and then made a quick retreat. 
 
He had landed on the double bed and turned to strike again, 
But instead his big tail hit me with excruciating pain. 
He then latched onto the missus who by now was just a wreck 
And they jumped around together as they grabbed each other s neck. 
 
In that instant I then managed to make for the van’s front door 
While the missus she kept screaming, “I can’t take no flamin’ more!” 
Now the ‘roo he sensed his freedom and both he and my poor wife, 
Spilled outside onto the roadway where it bolted for its life. 
 
For the moment we just stood there both bewildered by our plight 
And I must confess our torsos they were not a pretty sight. 
We then sat and drank the rum we had; we needed a stiff drink. 
And we headed back for Melbourne where we both sought out a shrink. 
 
We have sold the four wheel-drive and van to pay our flamin’ quack 
And we watch the good old tele when we want to go outback. 
We have both now turned religious and we daily read the psalms, 
But we cringe when we re confronted by our nations coat of arms. 
 
© Bush Poet - Merv Webster The Goondiwindi Grey 
 
Our thanks to Merv Webster for permission to print this amazing poem. 
 
This poem (and many like it) is included in his book of bush ballads titled  
“Excuse Me! It's the Gidyea!" which can be obtained from his web site. 
 
http://www.bushpoets.go.to 
 

ooOOoo 
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A Truckies Tips - 
 
Top 10 Tips for sharing the road 
 
1. Please don't cut in front of trucks approaching traffic lights 
or out on the highway. Allow safe road space for the trucks' size. 
A loaded B-Double can weigh 40 to 50 times that of the average 
sedan; don't risk being hit. Simple physics means trucks take 
more distance to stop. As a pedestrian you wouldn't step out in 
front of a bus, so don’t do it in your car, with a truck. 
 
2. The "DO NOT OVERTAKE TURNING VEHICLE" sign 
on the rear of vehicles over 7.5 metres in length, allows them to 
legally turn from the second or even the third lane as needed, to 
safely get round a corner. Stay back; don't move into the blind 
spot to the left and rear of the truck cab. 

Please Remember - 
IF YOU  CAN'T SEE THE TRUCKDRIVER, HE CAN T SEE YOU  

 
3. If being passed by a truck don't allow your speed to increase, 
this only increases the time involved. If anything, ease up 
on the accelerator and by helping the truck pass safely you 
improve your own safety as well. A flash of the headlights tells the 
truckie when it's safe to move back in. 
 
4. Speed limiting means no engine power above 100 km/hr, 
though gravity can push us faster downhill. A truck will hope to 
be at the legal speed limit approaching the bottom of a hill to 
lessen delays to all traffic, but if slow uphill or when overtaking, 
we are doing the best we can. 
 
5. Road courtesy and patience may save your life; it could also 
prevent road rage. I would much rather a wave of thanks, than a 
shaken fist. Improved driver education and awareness of heavy 
vehicles, can only improve safety for all road users. 
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6. Road positioning - A truck uses all of its lane space, do not 
travel right on the centre line, use the road width available, to 
give you space between opposing traffic. If stopped or broken 
down, where possible park well clear of the roadway. 10 
centimetres past the fog line (the unbroken line on the left) is not 
safe for you or your car. Use hazard lights and ensure headlights 
are dipped or off at night, to be able to be seen safely. Safety 
triangles can be a worthwhile investment. 
 
7. High beam glare contributes to night driving fatigue. Dip 
when flashed, or before reaching a crest or curve, don't blind, 
then dip. Trucks mirrors are much larger and have no anti-glare 
position, dip early when behind trucks and when overtaking, 
don't move to high beam until past the trucks mirrors. Please 
check headlight alignment regularly, particularly if loaded up on 
long trips and only use fog lights in fog, they can be more of a 
hazard at other times. 
 
8. Caravans - When being overtaken, maintain speed and position, 
only slow when the truck has moved out to pass. Quality 
mirrors, towing hitches and good advice are priceless. A CB or 
UHF radio can also be worthwhile. WE FULLY SUPPORT THE 
IDEA AND BENEFITS OF CARAVAN CB, UHF 18 AND CB 
18 and the fitting of Caravan CB stickers on the front and rear of 
your van. 
 
9. Safe overtaking: 1. If you are right on the back of the truck 
you have very little vision, stay back allowing you to see better. 
2. Be sure you can see enough road to pass safely. 3. Pass quickly 
but sensibly. 4. Don't pull back in until you see both the trucks 
headlights in your rearview mirror, this allows a safe space. 5. 
Maintain your speed, don't pass and then slow directly in front of 
the truck. To take a large risk for a gain of a couple of minutes is 
unsafe and often unnecessary. 

PLEASE, IF YOU CAN'T SEE, DON'T PASS. 
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10. Roundabouts - The “DO NOT OVERTAKE TURNING 
VEHICLE” sign applies, so please stay back. Larger trucks often 
need all of the roadway. The truck isn't racing you into the 
roundabout; it is trying to fit in, to avoid a much slower start and 
movement through, which can often further delay or stop, all 
traffic. 
 
Remember, every item you buy or use is carried on a truck at 
sometime. Like you, truckies want to get home safely to their 
families, so let's share the road. This Top Ten Tips is a shorter 
version of the National Sharing the Road with Heavy Vehicles 
Program, which is a more detailed explanation of these items and 
is available to spread education on sharing the road with trucks, 
with the aim of improving safety for all on the road. For further 
information please contact : 
 
Rod Hannifey, Road Transport and Road Safety Advocate, 
www.truckright.myco.com.au 
e-mail rod.hannifey@bigpond.com 
Safe Travelling. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Advocacy 
 
ACC Lobbies Top Industry Body 
 
What s Your Ball Load? 
Despite it’s importance for towing stability, many caravanners, 
however experienced, have little idea how much weight is on 
their caravan tow-ball unless they have taken the trouble to visit a 
weighbridge and get the readings. It would be a great help if 
manufacturers supplied the Gross Trailer Mass i.e. weight on the 
caravan wheels and the Ball Load before delivery of the caravan. 
Adding these two figures together gives the Tare i.e. the total 
weight of the caravan before any load is put into it. 
 
This would be a guide when loading the caravan ready for a trip 
and would also alert the buyer if the new caravan had an initial 
ball load outside the generally recommended 10-15% of the total 
weight. 
 
In the report of a recent South Australian Coroner’s Inquest into 
a fatal caravanning accident, the Coroner suggested – “I consider 
that it would be prudent for manufacturers to measure and 
record the tow ball weight at the conclusion of the 
manufacturing process.” 
 
In the interests of caravanners’ safety, the Australian Caravan 
Club has brought this to the attention of the CRVA (Caravan, 
RV and Accommodation Industry Australia) and the RVMAA 
(Recreational Vehicles Manufacturers Association of Australia) 
and has asked that manufacturers consider this suggestion. 
 

ooOOoo 
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Member Benefits 
 
Lucky Membership Number. 
In this magazine is a member’s number drawn at random from 
our members register. It is not in any credits and it is small. Find 
the number and if it’s yours then email or post a note to our 
secretary with your membership number and name by January 31, 
2007 to win your $20 gift card from Bunnings. 
 
Membership Drive 
We are working to grow our membership as quickly as possible. 
By doing this we will be in a position to provide our members 
with a much greater range of benefits. In addition to this as we 
grow we will become a voice. Let’s all get behind the idea, help 
to grow the club and gain a few benefits along the way. 
Remember, for every 5 new members you introduce you will 
receive a $5 discount off next years membership. In addition to 
this, if you introduce 25 members you will receive a Bunnings gift 
card worth $20 . The only conditions are that you must write 
“introduced by” and your number at the bottom of the application 
and we must receive the application by 30/06/2007. 

Member Discounts. 
 
Accommodation. 
The River Road Caravan Park in Mildura is generously offering 
all our members a 10% discount on accommodation costs. In 
order to take advantage of this discount you will need to mention 
you are a member and show your membership card when booking 
in. 
 
Phone Sheila and Clive on 03 5025 2772 for your booking and 
you can be assured of a pleasant stay. 
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Member Discounts (Contd) 
 
Caravan Maintenance & Repairs 
When in the Hervey Bay area and looking for parts, repairs or 
service you can look in on Best s Caravan Services at 6/23 
Nissen Street Pialba. 
 
Our members are being offered a discount if they present their 
membership card BEFORE the transaction commences. 
 

Our Appreciation 
Starting anything from scratch requires a lot of effort and even 
more support. 
We would like to thank the following people for their very 
practical support of this Club and ask all our members to support 
their businesses in appreciation 
 
Brian Springer (Springers Low Voltage Specialists). Brisbane 
Brian has joined as a member, advertised in this magazine and 
donated his time in writing an article on 12v electrics. 
 
Leighton (Peak Hill Caravan Park). Peak Hill 
Leighton operates a very competitive Caravan Park at Peak Hill 
and has helped us by advertising and encouraging visitors to his 
park to join our club. 
 
Sheila (River Road Caravan Park) Mildura 
Sheila was one of the first to join our club and has very generously 
offered our members discount accommodation when staying 
in their park in Mildura. She is also actively promoting our 
club to her guests. 
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Graham Best (Best s Caravan Services) Pialba 
Graham is offering members a discount on purchases as well as 
handing out our brochures. 
 
Gary Stratton 
Inaugural Chairperson and co-founder 
The Board would like to express its appreciation for the great 
work done by Gary Stratton in being part of the team to set this 
company up. It is quite accurate to say that without Gary’s 
involvement this club would not exist. 
 
Well done Gary and thank you very, very much. 
 

ooOOoo 
 

Letters to the Editor 
One thing about the first edition is that we have none. However, 
if you wish to write to the Editor in our next edition, the closing 
date will be February 1st. 2007 
 

ooOOoo 
 

 
 
Where oh where - 
did this gem come from? 
 
Please Santa can we 
have one too? 
 
 
Photo courtesy of The Duke 
T00001 
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                                     From Lionel’s Mailbag 
 
If you think YOU are adventurous, check what these two young 
men are doing. They are due in Australia just about now! Have a 
look at their website to check out their travels: 
www.getjealous.com/mattstrutt 
 
Dear Lionel, 
 
My name is Jono (25) and with my good friend Matt (26) from 
England, we are planning to drive around your amazing country. 
So far we have spent the last year travelling over land the length 
of India to Kashmir, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, China, Myanmar, Malaysia, Indonesia and will be 
arriving in Melbourne in early December. 
 
I just came across your site today and it has already answered a 
multitude of questions we had - very useful site indeed! We are 
planning to buy an lpg/petrol combo van - maybe a Toyota Hi- 
Ace and build beds/living quarters in the back of the van. If you 
have any tips for us regarding which van would be best - where 
to buy around the Melbourne area, suggested routes that would 
be fantastic. So far we have only a rough route from the south to 
Darwin across the top (possibly dropping down on the rock) then 
down the west coast. We have a website which friends, family 
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and fellow travellers regularly log on to and would be happy to 
recommend your site if you wanted us to. 
Thanks in advance 
The lads from England 
Jono and Matt 
 
Hi Jono - and Matt, 
What a great adventure you guys are having! I'm jealous. 
Do you intend doing the east coast as well? There's an awful lot 
of very little down the west coast plus some interesting places as 
well. 
 
Yes - a Hi-Ace would be OK or a Nissan Ur-Van. I don't know 
about Melbourne, although I live here, but in Sydney at Kings 
Cross there is a place where people - often back-packers - buy 
and sell campervans. 
The sellers have usually done the round Oz trip and are now 
heading back home overseas and the new arrivals pick up outfits 
at a reasonable price - often all set up ready for travelling. 
 
There are plenty of s/h car yards in Melbourne so you shouldn't 
have any trouble finding a suitable van. 
 
Another avenue is: http://www.rvpoint.com.au/ for a campervan 
already converted or: http://www.carpoint.com.au/ for a van. 
 
I did the round Oz trip a few years back with my next door 
neighbour in a VW Campervan. It was a brilliant vehicle - turbo 
diesel and cruised at 100+k/ph with economy. The trip is on the 
website. 
 
If you intend going up the Centre to Darwin you would be best to 
visit Ayers Rock on the way to Alice Springs. Take in the Olgas 
as well while there. 
Regards, 
Lionel 
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Hi Lionel, 
thanks for your fast response. We've been travelling from China 
non stop on buses into Laos so haven't had a chance to reply. 
 
The VW turbo diesel would have been my choice but so many 
people have said to get gas if possible. Can you remember what 
the fuel budget was for your trip? 
 
I think on your advice we'll travel to Sydney to pick up the van - 
might be able to save quite a bit on camping gear that way. So 
from there up the east coast across the top and north to south on 
the west side. All very loose plans as yet though. 
 
Thanks again for your message and help, maybe we can grab a 
beer in Melbourne before the trip - on us! 
take care 
Jono and Matt 
 
Hi Jono, 
Sounds like you are having a great trip. 
Here's the fuel figures: 
 
"We covered 19,500km in 32 days, spent $1,600 on diesel fuel, 
used just over 7 litres of fuel for every 100km driven, averaged 
about 600km a day and were on the road around 8hrs each day 
including stops for fuel, lunch and sightseeing." 
 
This was taken from the 'Trip around Australia" page but when I 
looked a lot was missing so I've reloaded it and it's OK again. 
 
Could take you up on the beer or preferably red wine!! 
Cheers, 
Lionel 
 
(My website is at www.caravanning-oz.com) 
 

ooOOoo 



 

 



 

 


