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Club Management 
The Directors of the Club are - 

Lionel Mussell     - Chair 
     - Publicity Officer 

Alan Lazarus    - Secretary 

Rob Tudor    - Treasurer 

Rob Tudor    - Web Master 

John Stainer    - Director 

Tom Smith    - Director 

All office bearers in this club are unpaid volunteers who take on the responsibility for 
the benefit of our members. 

ooOOoo 

The Nomad is a publication and registered trademark of The Australian Caravan Club 
Limited, and is published for the benefit of club members. 

ISSN 1835-1646 

All contributions and suggestions for future issues are welcomed and can be for-
warded to the editor. 

The content of this magazine is subject to copyright. No article may be reproduced 
without permission of the author. We have obtained permission from the copyright 
holder where a copyright article has been used. 

Opinions expressed in any article are those of the author and not necessarily those of 
the Club Management. 

Advertisements in this magazine are paid for by the advertiser. Members and readers 
should not assume that the inclusion of an advertisement is a recommendation as to 
the suitability or otherwise of the product or service being advertised. 

ooOOoo 

Contributions and Articles from readers for publication and photographs are most welcome. Material  
may be submitted on CD or disk, in Microsoft Word or plain text and can be posted, or emailed to: 

editor@australiancaravanclub.com.au  

Digital photographs should be sent as separate high resolution jpegs. Neat, handwritten, submissions  
will also be accepted.  

Advertising rates and availability may be determined by contacting the Club Marketing group at: 

marketing@australiancaravanclub.com.au.
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From the Chair 

By the time you read this, Grant’s partner, Julie Baldwin, will have also left the 
Board. Our finances have been in her most capable hands until June 30 when she 
stepped down so that the new Treasurer could take over with a clean sheet. Our Web-
master, Rob, volunteered to take on this additional role and I’m sure you will agree 
that with his background in the world of banking our funds could not be in better 
hands. Thanks Julie – we will miss you on the Board. 

This left us with the most difficult task of finding a new Secretary and although this 
caused us a lot of head-scratching and discussion, the problem was solved when we 
invited our Nomad co-editor Alan Lazarus to join the Board and take on the position 
of Secretary. To our relief he readily agreed. Thanks a million Lazo! 

Already the ‘new’ Board is working well as a great team and I consider it a privilege 
to be part of it. 

Our committee Chairmen, Don and Barry, have been doing a great job as well – you 
will read of their activities elsewhere in the Nomad but I’m sure you will agree that 
their work is outstanding. I’d like to thank them for the effort they have put in to 
make the Annual Muster such an appealing event. I hope to see you there. 

Welcome to our new members – as I write this our membership is approaching 700.  
This is great and with your help we can continue growing at an even faster rate. Our 
presence at two major Caravan Shows – Sydney and Brisbane – did a lot to bring us 
recognition. Thanks to the volunteers who made it possible. 

During my trip I was impressed with the number of good wishes from club members 
while I was laid low in hospital. Also I was grateful to club members Rod and 
Marion and John and Kath who made sure I had everything I needed after I was re-
leased from hospital. It’s a great club! 

I’m writing this at Karumba Point on the Gulf where today’s temperature will be 
around 30 degrees C. It’s a hard life but as they say – someone has to do it! 

Regards 

Lionel 
ooOOoo 

Since I last wrote to you from the chair there have been 
a number of important changes in the leadership of our 
club. 

Most notable was the retirement of our foundation Sec-
retary Grant Stable. Without Grant’s outstanding and 
selfless work in the early days there would be no club. 
He took time off from full-time work so that he could 
devote himself entirely to ACC business and our sound 
position today is a result of his labours. I’ll have more to 
say on this at the AGM. 
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Club Web Site 

Don’t throw away your address label before checking the new login and password 
details for the Web Site. 

Better still, why not sign up as a forum member and in so doing have yourself a per-
manent User ID and Password allocated? (No more scrounging through the bin look-
ing for the mail label that you just threw out!) 

A short email to the club Webmaster is all that’s required. Full details are on the 
club’s web page at www.australiancaravanclub.com.au. 

Recipes for the Road 

Beany Brekkie for Two

Ingredients: 

1 x 225g can baked beans   1 x hard-boiled egg, chopped 
60g cooked ham, chopped   1 tsp Worcestershire sauce 
1/2 tsp mustard    2 tsp tomato sauce 
salt & pepper to taste   2 slices, buttered toast 

Method: 

Place beans in a saucepan with the egg, ham, sauces and mustard. Heat gently, add 
salt & pepper. Pile the bean mixture on top of the toast, serve immediately. 

Onion & Tomato Scramble for Two

Ingredients: 

3 eggs     2 tablespoons cream 
salt & pepper to taste   1/2 small onion, finely chopped 
1 tomato, skinned & chopped  2 slices buttered toast 
15g butter 

Method: 

Beat the eggs with the cream, salt, and pepper. Melt the butter in a small saucepan, 
add onion and fry until soft. Pour in the egg mixture and stir slowly over gentle heat 
until scrambled. Stir in the tomato and remove from heat. Pile mixture on top of 
toast, serve immediately. 

ooOOoo 

Lucky Member Number 

A member’s number is located somewhere in this magazine. If it’s yours, you have 
until November 30th, 2008 to contact the Secretary and claim your prize of a $20 gift 
voucher from Bunnings. Last issue’s number wasn’t claimed so good hunting! 

ooOOoo 
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The Nightmare Continues (by Ken Cook) 

Last issue, Ken detailed his experiences when re-importing his motor-home into Aus-
tralia. This issue, he continues his tale of woe…. 

Based on my experience you could, if like me you bought an Oz registered vehicle 
and then  took it out of the country for over three months and then brought it back 
into Oz, be entering a nightmare.  I brought mine back to Oz not only to eventually 
sell it before returning to the UK but also to do some more travels in it.  

When I was ready to sell it, this is what I found:- In NSW the RTA rules say that if 
you allow the registration to run out for over three months, you have to get a blue slip 
safety check done on it and not the usual pink slip test. I was told that the difference 
is that it is a more stringent test and also checks the identity. You may ask like I did, 
why should it have to have a more stringent test, and why on earth should its identity 
be in question? Don’t forget we are dealing with bureaucrats here and not sane peo-
ple. I went to my local RTA office at Bondi Junction to find out what I had to do to 
get fresh registration so I could sell it. “Get the blue slip done” I was told. 

Simple enough I thought and started looking for a garage to do it. After six garages 
who all said it was too big a vehicle for them to handle, I went back to the RTA and 
told them that all the normal garages found it too large a vehicle. So they told me that 
I should use a heavy truck inspection garage and they gave me a list of those in the 
Eastern suburbs. The nearest one was a Hino dealer in Mascot and I went there and 
asked if they could do it. “No probs” ( I always cringe when I hear that expression as 
more often than not, that’s just what you end up getting) I booked it in. 

A few days later I duly presented it and an extremely young mechanic did the test 
while I watched. I thought in my professional opinion that if this as a stringent test, 
the pink slip must be a doddle. The two rear shocks needed replacing and the axle 
shackle bushes. Fair enough! I booked it in to a suspension specialists just round the 
corner and eventually that was done. On presenting it back to get the slip, which I 
stupidly thought would be a formality, I was told that the had realised that they were 
not licensed to test “light trucks” So I never got the slip and had just wasted two 
weeks. So much for “no probs” 

I was told to present it to their sister company right out in the Western suburbs, 25 
km’s away, the next morning. This I did and the tester asked to see my registration 
document. When he saw it he asked me for the Engineers report that was listed on it. 
Now whether every Oz motor-home has written on their registration document as 
mine did:-  “Modified as per Engineers report Number…..” is the big question? How-
ever as manufacturing vehicles had been my profession I knew what that meant. In 
Australia new vehicles like motor-homes have to have the building of them checked 
by a consulting engineer and verified by a report that they have been built according 
to all the Australian Design Rules. He does this by this report. However this applies 
only to the first application to register and as far as I am concerned once it is regis-
tered, that’s it, the report should not stay with the vehicle. This report would be the  

(Cont..) 
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property of the manufacturer and would contain private and confidential engineering 
matters that they would not want every Tom, Dick and Harry to sight. So to expect 
me ten years down the line to have it, or for anyone to have it, was lunacy. Plus why 
do they want to see it any way? I was told they had to check it hadn’t been further 
modified. I ask, “why should that matter right now, just because it is having a safety 
check” Why isn’t it done say on pink slip tests as well? No answer on that one, but 
this tester wouldn’t do the test without it.  

I decided to try some other garages, but after visiting three others, they all said the 
same and I began to get worried. Think about it. Here I am with a home worth in the 
$1,000’s and I may never be able to re register it. What then? Am I going to be stuck 
in Oz forever? I cannot afford to lose that kind of money. In my head I reasoned that 
a smaller type garage that could handle the height issue, and would be more likely to 
ignore such a stupid requirement. How is the RTA ever going to know if a garage 
guy even looked at such a report? If he says he did and all was OK, end of story. So I 
went back to the RTA, never mentioned the report but asked if any other garage 
could do these tests on a motor-home. After a long huddle together they told me that 
car garages could do them, and I should just keep looking for one and they gave me a 
list of such garages. 

Funnily enough the nearest was actually in Bondi Junction on Oxford St. I hadn’t 
realised that they did tests, but on calling there they said they could do it as their 
hoist was out of site round the back. He looked at the registration document and 
never mentioned the engineers report, and my lips were tightly sealed. Great, so I 
booked it in for 7.30am the following Monday. Now all this time I had actually found 
a buyer, and he had come all the way 150K’s down to Sydney on that day I thought I 
was getting the blue slip off the Hino guys, so he wasted his day. I was fearful I 
would lose him with all this messing about and time passing on. However luckily for 
me he hung in there. 

When I took the home in I expected to get it back that lunchtime, but they got held up 
with another car and by late afternoon when he rang me he said that although he had 
managed to carry out the mechanical check whilst it was on the floor, (how he man-
aged to do this is beyond me) and all was OK there, but as he now had to confirm 
that the engine number was the same as shown on the document. More bureaucratic 
nonsense as the identity of any vehicle is 100% down to the chassis number and not 
the engine number. So what if someone has changed the engine, that’s not unusual. 
Transits have their engine number in an awkward place to see, and can only be seen 
by taking off the engine bracket. This was eventually done the following day and I 
after a very nervous wait, got it back with the blessed blue slip by lunchtime on the 
Tuesday. My buyer was there and we concluded the sale that afternoon after a long 
wait because of endless paperwork at the RTA. All in all what a bureaucratic load of 
nonsense. 

In the UK I would have got a stiffer test done in 45 minutes, and the paperwork to  
transfer over to a new owner done in half and hour, including waiting. However the 

(Cont..)
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question is, was I lucky to wangle it through? Could someone get really snarled up in 
the quagmire of bureaucracy of Australia’s Stazi-like bureaucrats? Could you end up 
losing out completely without this stupid engineers report. I rang the manufacturer 
and as told that that report applied to a very large batch of motor-homes and would 
never be passed onto anyone.  

You could be in the same nightmare if you just let the registration lapse for over 
three months because you were off road and not using the vehicle.  

ooOOoo 

SPECIAL OFFER 
If any ACC member approaches a park and recom-
mends them to Oz Parks and they subsequently join the 
chain, there will be a reward! 

A free 7 night stay at any Oz Park park for each new 
park signed, plus a complimentary two year, Oz Parks, 
club membership on the first occasion. Make sure the 
park owner passes on your details. 
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Free Park ? (A word of warning from Gail & Mick Sessions A00007) 

On our way to Bundaberg recently we stopped at Landsborough Free Camp (Rest 
Area). Travellers should be aware that workers from a factory across the road use this 
area as their car park! 

The caravan behind us managed to get out, so did we, but others were trapped as 
more cars parked behind them. 

Officially it’s a Rest Stop, but locally its regarded as a public car park with free, all-
day parking! Ah the joys of life on the road! 

ooOOoo 

Branch Musters & Pets 

Seems that the word is going around that Branch Musters may only be held in ‘pet-
friendly’ parks. This is definitely NOT the case!  

The choice of muster locations is up to the members of the branch concerned, just be 
aware that if a ‘pet-friendly’ venue is used there are certain responsibilities that need 
to be carried out (refer to the last issue of the Nomad, or to the Branch By-laws. 

So those of you that wish to use National Parks and such for your musters can rest 
easy—just leave the pooch at home. 

ooOOoo 
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Americans by birth and Aussies by choice!  

(Lynn & Louise Rogers S00020) 

We would like to introduce ourselves to our fellow Nomads and invite you to give us 
a "hello" if you see us rolling down the road. 

We are Lynn and Louise Rogers from the Olympic Peninsula of Washington State, 
USA. We had made 10 previous trips to Australia; many of them included renting a 
motor home but on a 6 week holiday, there wasn't ever enough time to see it all AND 
we never wanted to leave. It is safe to say that we fell in love with this country and as 
soon as we sold our business and our home, we took early retirement. We moved 
here on an investment ~ retirement visa in January. 

Our business for 20 years was promoting the RV industry which allowed us to visit 
parks and resorts throughout America. 'Vanning has been an intimate part of our life-
style and always will be. The people that search for magical moments by caravan are 
the best in the world! 

We were determined to keep our 1976 Chevy Van and bring him with us. We call 
him Ol' Thirsty and that was before the fuel crunch! Lynn knows the RV capabilities 
well and we knew what we wanted for 4 years of travel comfort. We did the research 
on caravans here in Australia and finally decided to build a mate for Ol' Thirsty. We 
selected Roma Caravans in Melbourne since their team was so willing to step out of 
the traditional plan and work with us.  

We came up with a design that incorporated many of our own conveniences; a water 
saver process, power systems for both American and Australian appliances; battery 
backup, invertors, 2 air conditioners, an evaporative cooler and a slide out! Lynn was 
at the factory nearly every day watching our dream come to life. The results became 
our, "A Roma Therapy"! 

At this point, we have everything in order and are ready to begin our adventure. The 
plan is to follow the seasons, see all of Australia and make many new friends. We 
should be easy to spot and pledge to do our part to promote this wonderful lifestyle 
and our appreciation of this county. We are Americans by birth and Aussies by 
choice! 

Keep an eye out for Lynn & Louise—and don’t forget to say ‘G’Day’! 
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Phone and Internet Solutions 

Would you like high speed internet, low cost telephone calls, a landline 
phone number, email and fax while travelling? 

Then www.PortableInternet.com.au is a good place to start. The unique Port-
able Internet and Phone System (PIPS) delivers all your needs for communi-
cations in one device. 

It incorporates the use of a landline phone number that goes with you regard-
less of location with extremely low cost calls, ie. 10c for std calls. A major 
benefit of PIPS is no need for a computer to be on to make or receive a phone 
call. Using our high gain antenna will give you extended coverage for making 
calls and internet use. 

It provides private and secure wireless high speed internet when in your car, 
caravan or home. 

Using the NextG mobile signal we give you the communication options that 
suit your situation. The PIPS is extremely simple to operate – plug it in and 
make calls or surf the net on your laptop or PC. We provide the antenna, 
phones, 12V and 240V power all in one package that comes with a 12 month 
warranty. 

We will be at the ACC Casino Rally in September to give you an opportunity 
see and use the PIPS first hand. 

For more information contact Masoud: 0411 300 070 
 orvisit: www.PortableInternet.com.au.
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Digital TV Reception.  

By Richard Henry,  (Technical and Sales Support, Explorer RV Reception Systems)

Many travellers have discovered the benefits and no doubt some of the pit falls of 
Digital TV reception. The promise of a great picture quality everywhere with more 
channels to choose from and high Definition programs for the future has been eagerly 
received.   

What is Digital Television? 

Digital Television reception is when the transmitted information that makes up the 
picture and sound is in a digital format - meaning a bunch of zeros and ones in a 
packet of information (byte). This is a code that represents the picture itself and 
therefore can be reconstructed as the original picture. So long as it is readable as a 
zero or one you get your picture – perfect.  (There are some tricky little systems to 
correct for data loss and bounced signals but we will ignore these for the purpose of 
this article). 

Even though the strength of the signal may vary and in fact be very small you will 
still get a great picture provided that the full bunch of zeros and ones get to the TV 
Tuner in your TV. 

In the old system –Analogue TV the information is transmitted in an analogue for-
mat. (See definition at bottom of page) So the transmitted information itself was 
turned into the picture and therefore if it was weak or missing in parts or added to, 
then you see it in the picture, you got missing pieces or white dots, Ghosting, inter-
ference, etc. We have all seen this on our screens. 

So digital offers us a better picture in more places.   

Will I need a different antenna?  

As mentioned above the information is either digital or analogue in format but what 
gets it to your TV. A Carrier wave. 

An Antenna is made to match the carrier waves that it is designed to pickup. 

A Carrier wave like its name suggests carries the information. It is an electro-
magnetic wave sent out by the transmitter and each channel has its own carrier wave. 
The information is put onto the carrier wave and pulled off again when it arrives at 
your TV. 

The carrier wave can be easily understood if we use an analogy.  

If you hold a hose with water coming out and a friend is standing a few meters in 
front of you. The arc of the water coming out, if used to carry information, would be 
a carrier wave. Now if you move the hose up and down a couple of times in quick 
succession you would put two wobbles in our carrier wave. If you have an agreement 
with your friend standing at the other end of the stream that two wobbles meant 
“Yes” (or “1”) then he would understand that you have just answered yes by observ-
ing the water stream. If three wobbles meant “No” (or “0”) then you can see that you 

(Cont/…)  
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are carrying information across that “Carrier wave” (water stream) to your friend. 
You could develop a number of wobbles for every letter in the alphabet and could, 
without talking, send any idea across the gap to your partner.   

The carrier S00018 waves used for digital transmission are the same as those used for 
analogue transmission. An antenna is designed to pick up the carrier wave and it does 
not care about how the information is put on the carrier wave. How well they do this, 
without altering the information on the carrier wave, is what makes a good or bad 
antenna. The good antennas that where used for analogue will work on Digital.  

So the noise* an antenna may create within itself, due to the quality of the original 
design and its manufacture, may effect digital reception adversely, causing the pic-
ture to break up.  Antennas with good directionality and forward gain * will have 
fewer problems with digital reception. This unfortunately does not include most cara-
van antennas, as to be made small they have to sacrifice these attributes and have to 
be able to work well on all possible frequencies.  

Will I need a new TV?  

No. Your old TV can be used with a digital set top box to receive and convert the 
digital transmission into a picture. This basically replaces the analogue tuner in your 
set. Some new TVs such as the LCD screens can be purchased with a digital and ana-
logue tuner built right in. This is a good option as digital transmission is not available 
everywhere yet.  

When will Digital TV be available around Australia?   

2103 is the year the Government has set for discontinuing the analogue system. At 
this time it is expected that digital transmission will be available from all transmit-
ters.

Are the problems I had with the old analogue system the same problems I will 

have with Digital? 

While the same signal problems will occur they way they appear on the screen as 
different. Digital pictures will freeze or block or you may have a distortion of sound. 
The causes are the same and the solution often the same as would be used for ana-
logue. The trick is to find exactly which fault we have. With digital you either get a 
clean picture or it just freezes (or lines or blocks of it freeze). In this way it can be a 
bit frustrating because while on the old analogue system you could watch the picture 
through the spots or interference patterns, “digital” just stops. So diagnosis of the 
problem is made more difficult because you can’t see on the picture the likely cause 
as you can with analogue pictures. 

The old ghosting picture and spotty weak picture problems will not be a problem 
with digital TV. However the cause of these problems in analogue can cause a prob-
lem if severe enough in digital transmission. 

If the bounced signal that gave you your ghost picture is sufficiently weaker than the 
main signal then you will have no problem. (See setup tips for more information)  

(Cont/…)
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With “digital” signal strength is less important but signal quality is probably more 
important. A good digital picture that does not freeze can be viewed at a very low 
signal level.  

In fact, provided that the information is not lost through the addition of noise from 
external sources such as:  
- electrical arcs,  
- electromagnetic interference, 
- too much difference in signal strength between channels or  
- a split version or bounced version of the same channel, 

you will not even know there is a problem.  

Unfortunately you cannot easily find the best spot to put your antenna when using 
digital as the picture is always good or not there. So setting up your antenna in the 
future maybe more difficult where signal conditions are poorer. 

Tips on setting up. 

Since moving the antenna into a better location is the best way to improve the signal 
received some indication of where a stronger or cleaner signal is useful. As men-
tioned earlier digital TV does not provide this.  

So up until 2103 I guess a good tip is to use the analogue signal to locate the best 
spot for the antenna, meaning the clearest signal path to the transmitting tower and 
then switch over to digital. Failing this you might be able to use the signal strength 
indicator that many digital TVs provide when looking at the stations, if you can lock 
onto the stations at all. If you cannot get any stations to lock in when auto tuning 
your TV then try Manual Tuning which on some TVs can allow a station to be 
locked in when the automatic tuning fails.  

The signal strength indicators do not provide much of an indication, as it gives no 
clue as the quality of the signal. It is often true that you would be better of at a low 
signal level but with a cleaner path to the transmitting tower, as this will give a better 
result. So therefore look for signal levels that across the whole range of stations you 
are receiving are more even, the closer the better. Signal levels that are vastly differ-
ent with one another, some very high and others low will cause too much of a prob-
lem for your digital tuner to cope with.  

If there is a bounced signal (ghosting on analogue pictures) and you can try to use the 
surrounding buildings or hills etc, to block the bounced signal and reduce its effect 
thereby giving an equivalent increase in the forward or main signal. If you have it 
right you will know by the picture now being stable and not breaking up. Signal 
overall strength is not the main goal here but a quality and evenness in levels across 
the range is. 

Happy viewing! 

ooOOoo 
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A.C.C.E.S.S. 

(Australian Caravan Club Environmentally Safe Scheme) 

Launching our own Self-Containment Scheme (Don Reid—ICC)

More and more freedom loving caravanners who wish to camp independently of for-
mal caravan parks, are now travelling in vans that are self-contained.  They have their 
own cassette toilets, fresh water tanks and the capacity to retain grey water and other 
waste either on board or in sealed removable containers.    

To cater for this trend and ensure that all of this waste can be disposed of responsi-
bly, Councils and other authorities are providing dump points, water taps and decent 
size waste bins in towns around the country.   

Also recognising this move to self-containment, a growing number of authorities are 
restricting the use of existing informal camping areas (we call them independent 
camps) to self-contained RV’s.  Many authorities, in an effort to encourage RV trav-
ellers to stop and spend in their towns, are creating new short term stopovers for self-
contained RVs.  They recognise that these stopovers attract money into their town 
that might otherwise be spent elsewhere. 

To ensure compliance with self-containment requirements some authorities are insist-
ing that caravanners and motorhomers who want to use such areas provide evidence 
of their capacity to be self-contained. 

To cater for this requirement and to show our determination to be environmentally 
friendly campers, the Australian Caravan Club has introduced a self-containment 
scheme that we have called the Australian Caravan Club Environmentally Safe 

Scheme (ACCESS).

This scheme not only identifies a caravan as being self-contained, it also includes a 
requirement that a member sign and be bound by a Code of Conduct, stating their 
intention to abide by environmentally friendly principles.  Members who join the 
scheme will be supplied with a window sticker and a copy of the code to keep in their 
caravan and show on request. 

It is not intended that self-contained vans be inspected and certified although in time 
we hope to have a network of experienced members who can help with any queries. 

David Reid (Q00096) has offered to act as ACCESS coordinator.  ACC members can 
download details of the scheme and an application form from the ACC website or by 
contacting the ACC Secretary at P O Box 631 Patterson Lakes, Vic, 3197.  A small 
charge will be made to cover the cost of stickers and paperwork. 

So if you like to camp independently, take advantage of the many new short term 
stopovers being provided, and will pledge to act in an environmentally friendly way, 
get you application now and join ACCESS. 

ooOOoo 
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AUSTRALIAN CARAVAN CLUB LIMITED 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
AUSTRALIAN CARAVAN CLUB LIMITED will be held at the 
“GREEN HANGOUT”, Casino Village RV Resort, 69 Light Street, 

Casino N.S.W. on Saturday 27th of September 2008, commencing at 

3.00pm. You are cordially invited to be present. 

BUSINESS

1. Present – as per attendance register. 
2. Minutes from previous meeting. 
3. Business arising – Nil. 
4. To receive the Chairman’s Report. 
5. Acceptance of the Director’s and Financial Statements. 
6. To receive the Secretary’s Report. 
7. Proposed Fees – no change. 
8. To elect incoming Director. 
9. General Business – Honorary Life Membership Mr. Grant Stable. 
10. Meeting Close 

Alan Lazarus 
Secretary

NOMINATIONS—DIRECTOR 

Mr. Tom Smith



AUSTRALIAN CARAVAN CLUB LIMITED 

ABN 89 121 300 856 

DIRECTORS' REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 2008 

Your Directors present this report of the company for the financial year ended 30th June 
2008. 

Your directors: 
The name of each person who has been a Director during the year is detailed below to-
gether with their term in office and attendance at board meetings: 

Name            Commenced  Resigned  Meeting Attendance Eligible Attended 

Grantley Bingham Stable  continuing    n/a    12  12 
Julie Eve Baldwin     continuing     n/a    12  12 
Lionel Mussell    continuing     n/a    12  12 
Robert John Tudor     continuing     n/a    12  12 
Jonathan Alexander Livingstone   01/07/07   16/09/07     2   2 
John Stainer    01/12/07      n/a      7   6 

Your Directors confirm- 

The attendance and Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to 
the date of this report unless otherwise stated. 

The profit for the financial year amounted to: $5906.96. 

No significant changes in the company's state of affairs occurred during the financial 
year.

The principal activities of the company during the course of the year were:- To promote 
the use of mobile caravans and the caravanning lifestyle throughout Australia. 

No significant change in the nature of this activity occurred during the year. 

No matters or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year which sig-
nificantly affected or may significantly affect the operations of the company, the results 
of those operations, or the state of affairs of the company in financial years subsequent to 
the financial year ended 30th June 2008. 

No indemnities have been given or have agreed to be given or insurance premiums paid 
or agreed to be paid during or since the end of the financial year to any person who is or 
has been an officer or auditor of the company. 

No person has applied for leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the company 
or intervene in any proceedings to which the company is a party for the purpose of tak-
ing responsibility on behalf of the company for all or any part of those proceedings. The 
company was not a party to any such proceedings during the year. 
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From the Branches 
ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 

We chose Queen Mary Falls Caravan Park for our second muster, and what a great 
choice it was. The Park is in a lovely setting beside the National Park, has grassy 
powered and unpowered sites, many campfire spots and firewood for sale.  Diane and 
Paul, the Park owners, made us most welcome and were extremely helpful. 

By lunch on Friday 13th June most had arrived and introductions to new members 
and visitors set the scene for a friendly afternoon filled with French cricket followed 
by Happy Hour around the campfire. The very chilly air helped us enjoy our BBQ 
dinner accompanied by potatoes supplied for everyone, baked in the fire and filled 
with home made coleslaw. Thanks to Alison, John, Carol and Ken for their cooking 
expertise. 

Saturday saw a lovely sunny morning and, after morning tea, we headed off on a 
drive to visit the local sites. Geoff and Sheree led the way to Carr’s Lookout for 
lovely views over the rolling hills and then we moved on to visit the Moss Garden. 
This interesting walk took us through trees decked with moss and lichen, though ap-
parently not as prolific as before the drought. Travelling over some dirt roads we then 
made our way to Kooreelah National Park camping and visitors area. The pretty 
creek tumbled down a small waterfall to a pool below and on through a gorge. It 
would be a great spot for a swim on a warm day!  Moving on through Legume we 
went back towards Queen Mary Falls, stopping at Brown’s Falls Picnic Area for a 
picnic lunch in the sun. 

Once back at camp the kettle was boiled and after a cuppa we tackled the serious 
business of boules. An enthusiastic group 
participated while others fired up the camp-
fire and the fire pot for our ‘all in stew’ 
where everyone contributed meat and 
vegies and condiments and filled the huge 
pot!  Our Club meeting was held and then 
Happy Hour ran into dinner as our very 
tasty stew was ready. Geoff then enter-
tained us with some trivia and a few jokes 
as we huddled close to the fire to keep 
warm. 

Sunday saw some walk the 2km circuit 
close by to the base of Queen Mary Falls 

where a good flow of water ensured a pleas-
ant aspect. Morning tea followed which stretched into lunch as the friendly chat con-
tinued. Some members left for work the next day but most enjoyed another round of 

boules before yet another ‘Happy Hour’ and dinner by the campfire. Sue and Ian this 
(Cont/…)

What is it about musters that attracts 
the boulles addicts? 
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time shared some words of wisdom 
‘for the over 50’s’ and chat continued 
until the fire died down and it was 
time for bed. 

A very successful muster was enjoyed 
by 18 members, 5 visitors and 2 very 
well behaved pooches. All enjoyed the 
friendly company and look forward to 
our next muster in August. 

ooOOoo

ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 

The cool nights and early mornings, with overnight temperatures down to around 2 
degrees C, didn’t deter the ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads, who held their forth 
Muster at the Esk Caravan Park over the weekend 20th June to 23rd June. 

This Muster, our largest to date, was attended by forty four ACC Wide Bay Burnett 
Nomads branch members, and two grand kids (21 vans, and 1 cabin), plus eight visit-
ing ACC members (4 vans), four of whom have since joined our branch, and two 
visitors (1 van), who have since joined ACC and our branch too.  

We also made welcome some unexpected visitors over the weekend.  Wal, Sharon 
and Amanda from Kununurra WA joined us on the Saturday for two days, and Bevan 
and Yvonne from Peachester arrived on Monday evening on their way home from a 
trip up north. 
Many of our members spent a 
week or more at Esk, just 
soaking up the sunshine, and 
enjoying the welcoming 
peaceful atmosphere of the 
caravan park, the township, 
and the sights of the sur-
rounding beautiful Brisbane 
Valley.

On Friday afternoon we had 
guest speaker Sean Jones 
give a most informative talk 
mainly about Telstra products, 
such as mobile phones, aerials to suit both cars and caravans, and the different types 
of modems and other devices to help keep travellers in touch, both by phone, and on 
the internet.  

Sean showed no bias, and even told us which phones and other products 
 (Cont/…)

Biggest muster yet for the Wide Bay Burnett  
Nomads! 
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to avoid, and what was most suitable in our own particular applications. His presenta-
tion was very well received, and was followed by quite a lengthy question and an-
swer time, even on a one on one basis. 

Whilst many members had a sleep in, Saturday morning saw quite a few of the “early 
risers” stroll up to the Esk markets in search of some inexpensive local fruit and 
vegetables, or that often elusive bargain, that sometimes can be found at country mar-

kets. 

After morning tea we held our normal branch meeting, which was followed by an 
address on the upcoming ACC AGM Muster being held at Casino in September from 
both Don Reid and Brian Ward, in their capacity as members of the AGM Muster 

organising Committee.  

Both Don and Brian explained what would be taking place at the Muster, and how it 

was hoped that the event would run.  

Any ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads members wishing to attend this AGM Muster 
can make a block booking through branch Secretary Russ Gerchow, and details on 

how to go about this can be found on Page 3 of this newsletter. 

After the talk on the upcoming ACC AGM Muster, Don Reid gave us an insight into 
the ACC Independent Camping Committee, of which Don is the Chairman, and its 

aims and the direction that Don and his team are taking.  

For any members who may be interested in Independent Camping themselves, there 
is a wealth of information on the ACC website, under the “Independent Camping” 

heading, along with lists of independent camping locations...check it our for yourself. 

On Saturday afternoon we had Brian and Cheryl Springer, from Springers Solar and 
Low Voltage Specialists in Brisbane address us on solar energy and low voltage ap-
plications used in both caravans and motor homes, and this address was followed by 
quite a lengthy “question and answer” time, with members firing all manner of ques-

tions at Brian. 

At the conclusion, Brian and Cheryl were presented with a “Certificate of Apprecia-

tion” by branch President, John Balding. 

On Saturday night we were all treated to some fine cuisine prepared by the Esk Cara-

van Park patriarch, Mick, who also lists “chef” among his many talents.  

We had both a chicken and a lamb dish to choose from, followed by dessert, and for 

just $12.50 per head, both the quality and quantity of the food was excellent. 

After the dinner we were treated to some great music, organised by Mick, from two 

local entertainer/ musicians, who kept us all foot tapping in time and singing along. 

(Cont/…) 
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To say that a great night was had by all would be a gross understatement. 

During a musicians break, our regular branch raffle was drawn by Pat Scanlan, ably 
assisted by wife Helen, and a total of $215.00 was raised from the raffle, which will 
be donated to the Royal Flying Doctor Service. Thanks Pat and Helen for a job well 
done, and thanks to those generous members who donated the raffle prizes, and 

bought raffle tickets. 

Gail Gerchow, ably assisted by Russ, ran the second hand book sales, and a further 

$104.50 was raised and will be donated to the Royal Flying Doctor Service.  

Thanks Gail and Russ for a wonderful outcome, and thanks to those members who 

either donated or bought the books. 

A total, $315.50 was raised, and will be donated to the RFDS base in Bundaberg, and 
a further $60.00 was raised by way of a gold coin donation, and was donated to the 

Esk SES. 

After morning tea on Sunday most members participated in a great game of “Trivia”, 
this time hosted by Merv and Wendy Cooke.  A big thanks to Merv and Wendy for 
hosting the trivia, donating the prizes, and coming up with some really interesting 

questions. 

Congratulations to the two eventual winners, with tied scores of 14 out of 20, Ray 
and Bev Cornall, and Pam Edie, who was playing the game on her own, though I’m 

sure that Greg helped her to consume the wine and chocolates she won.  

After the trivia, those “workers”, and those with matters to attend to on the Monday 

morning, departed the caravan park for home. 

As Sunday afternoon was gazetted as “free time”, many remaining members took the 
opportunity to explore the surrounding Brisbane Valley area, including the dams and 
lakes, using the information provided by the Esk Tourist Information Office, who 

made up kits for us. 

Most met up again at the Grand Hotel in Esk at around 6.00 pm for dinner, rounding 

off a great weekend. 

ooOOoo 

Be A Responsible Dog-Vanner! 

! Know the park and local council rules 
! On-lead when out and about 
! Pick up any ‘doggy doo-doos’ (and dispose of them properly) 
! Keep ‘em under control at all times. 
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ACC Sunshine Nomads 

President’s Report, presented at the ACC Sunshine Nomads second Annual General 
Meeting. 

In May 2007 at an ACC Muster held at the Kingaroy Showground, I (Ray Ward) was 
appointed President of the ACC Sunshine Nomads Branch, along with Rae Reid, 
Secretary & Gordon Mc Callum, Treasurer. 

ACC President, Lionel, presented the branch with an ACC banner. 

At the first branch Muster & AGM at Imbil Deer Park the above people & positions 
were confirmed. The Muster was held during a very cold July (I discovered the joys 
of a caravan ensuite), the theme of the Muster was Bastille Day, combined with 
Christmas in July. Many millimetres were added to the waistlines from magnificent 
food & wines, around the campfire each night. Two members taught the other mem-
bers basic CPR, with equipment borrowed from the local Ambulance Station. It was 
surprising how little most of us knew about the most recent methods. 

Fifteen vans attended the next Christmas Muster at Rainbow Waters Holiday Park. 
Highlights were a Christmas type luncheon at the Rainbow Beach Sports Club, a 
return boat trip to Tin Can Bay to feed the dolphins, a talk by a local Journalist about 
the beaching of the Indonesian Navy Training Ship, Arung Samudra & a fantastic 
Seafood Dinner. During the day members participated in games of Boule, Disc 
Bowls, Croquet & without any success, fishing. On the Sunday morning the Caravan 
Park management, hosted a Barbecue breakfast. 

In February 2008, a small number of ACC Sunshine Nomads members attended the 
Happy Holiday Coasters Muster at the excellent Glenrest Tourist Park, Glen Innes. 
We couldn’t believe that Glen Innes could be so cold in February, nine degrees maxi-
mum one day, but we still all had a great social time. On the way home from Glen 
Innes, Lyn & I had the pleasure of attending the ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts first 
Muster, what a great way to make more friends.  

The April Muster was held at the Crows Nest Tourist Park. A total of 40 ACC mem-
bers, from Qld., NSW & Vic. attended. Here we unveiled our own Branch Banner, 
which was designed by Assistant Secretary David Reid & Secretary Rae. It was also 
decided that the branch would support RFDS with the proceeds of raffles. A lot of 
members would know of the excellent quality of the meals served at the Crows Nest 
Caravan Park. Sunday night was spent around a camp fire with guitar accompanied 
signing. 

The idea of a Tag Along muster was presented at Crows Nest & drew immediate 
response. ACC Sunshine Nomads are blessed to have such experienced travelers of 
Australia, John & Brenda Somerville (ex Kiwis), as members. John & Brenda have 
taken on the roles of organizers & leaders of this project. At the time of writing this 
report the tour is over booked. Thank you both for your preparation of t his tour. 

With the assistance of the Franchisee of the Bank of Queensland branch at Pacific  
(Cont/…) 
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Paradise, we opened an account for the ACC Sunshine Nomads without any fees.    
At the Branch’s second AGM each of the Committee Members decided to stand 
down & subsequently Ron McGrice was elected President along with Lawrance 
Chadwick Secretary & Jim Henwood Treasurer. 

Thank you to Rae & Gordon for your assistance to me & all the members for their 
support during the year. As well as designing & having made our branch banner, 
David Reid has designed & pursued possible approval of branch clothing. 

I believe the Australian Caravan Club will become a force in the drive for recognition 
of the rights of caravanners & that the ACC Sunshine Nomads, with a current mem-
bership of 35 vans, will set standards for the development of bonds between ACC 
members with particular geographic or special interest needs. 

ooOOoo 

ACC Golden Westerners 

The weekend of the 27th-29th of June saw the inaugural Muster and Branch Meeting 
of this new  branch at the Molong Caravan Park. The branch caters to members lo-
cated in the central west and north west of New South Wales. 

Convened by Barry Koneman,  the muster attracted seven caravans and, at the end of 
the day, the branch found itself with a membership of fourteen. 

After a cold start to the day, and over cups of coffee and some delightful home-made 
cake provided by Alison Thompson, Barry Konemann convened an information ses-
sion in which he outlined in considerable detail the determinations of the Board in 
regard to Branches – requirements for establishment, parameters of operation, execu-
tive positions, expectations of and reporting to the Board, dispute resolution, muster 
requirements, and possible activities etc. 

He informed those gathered of the minimum number of members required for the 
formation of a Branch, and after numerous questions, clarifications of issues, and 
general discussion, handed out the Application forms for membership of a Branch. 
All present completed a form meaning the minimum number was exceeded, and it 
was agreed the inaugural meeting of the new Branch would be held. 

In the middle of the meeting two ladies [who are residents of Orange] representing 
the Coromal Caravan Club of NSW who had learned of our meeting from the web, 
arrived and joined in the discussion and shared an exchange of information and ideas. 
Convenor Barry was quick to give them some of the ACC brochures! 

When the meeting finished, the branch had the following office-bearers 

President—Doug Elliott 
Secretary—Brian Semmler 
Treasurer—Glen Thompson. 

All are looking forward to the next muster at Cowra, 7th—9th November. 

ooOOoo 
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ACC Hunter Ramblers 

13 vans, a 5th wheeler & a Winnebago gathered by the Paterson River at the East 
Gresford Showground to enjoy our second muster on the weekend of the 27-29 June 
2008.  What a great spot!   Power, water & coin operated hot showers, a short walk to 
the town centre, coffee shop & Bowling Club.  It seems to be a well kept secret….. 
till now!  Those in attendance agreed that we will be returning to this location again 
in the future.

During the day everyone kept shaking their heads with regard to the magic weather 
we were having.  ‘What happened to the winter’ was the comment during the day 
with temperatures was in the low 20s  but night was a different matter….. 3-4 de-
grees.  

Discussions varied from who forgot to bring 
along a load of wood for the fire, club bank ac-
count, ACC Pet policy and the upcoming Annual 
General Meeting at Casino.  One of the things 
that is great to see is everyone contributing to 
these discussions. The winter woollies came out 
and a shuffle for a closer possie to the fire. 

A special welcome was extended to our visitors 
and it was great to see them join in the fun and 
laughter which is a large part of a Hunter Ram-
blers Muster.  One wonders what they thought 

when confronted by a bunch such as us, but plenty of warnings were issued…. espe-
cially the fact that nothing is sacred when it comes to the ‘stirring’. 

Everyone joined in the fun and experienced the taste-bud tantalising delights of camp 
oven cooking when we gathered at the fireside with various gourmet delights on Sat-
urday Night. Dishes included Roast Pork, Roast Beef and Roast Chicken with Baked 
Vegetables and even a mouth-watering Rabbit Stew.   

Sunday morning, and  some were more ‘athletic’ 
than others, so out came the Boule/Bocce sets 
and word went around ‘Let The Games Begin’.  
The competition was fierce, the tactics intense 
and the gamesmanship unique.  Some teams 
even had their own ‘Cheer Squad’ which pro-
vided ‘interesting’ commentary from the side-
lines.  Greg even sent Jenny to the Sin Bin for 
what he deemed to be ‘inappropriate opinions’. 
Much laughter ensued and at the end of it all no-
one really knew who won or who lost …… with 
one exception.  Max’s team now has a new name and one which will be hard for 
them to shake……. From this moment on they are to be known as the 
‘BISCUITS’…… they always crumble under pressure!! 

ooOOoo 

Brrrrrrrr!

Bocce with the BISCUITS 
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From the Committees
Your club committees work behind the scenes helping to make the ACC a well 
known and attractive entity in the RV area. Committee activities embrace pretty 
much every aspect of the day to day workings of the ACC. Our day to day activities 
touch on such things as national musters, special events, independent camping, ad-
vertising, promoting the ACC, promotional lines for members use , sponsorship of 
the ACC, marketing of the club’s profile, membership, surveys, assistance to 
branches to name some of the areas of involvement. Much of this requires constant 
communication with businesses and organisations to achieve results and obtain nec-
essary information. 

None of these activities can be addressed appropriately without input and evaluation 
from you, the members of the ACC. You may not wish to become a member of a 
committee, but your input is necessary to keep the committees alive and doing what 
they should be doing, working to make the club better for you. While we do get quite 
a bit of input from members, we do need more. The input so far has been extremely 
helpful to us Without your involvement, constructive criticism and assistance where 
and when you can, we are not necessarily able to see areas that should be addressed, 
or ideas that need to be pursued.  

Not all committee activities can be publicised as much as members would perhaps 
wish, however some issues are mundane and may not necessarily hold any interests 
for members, others may be subject to negotiations etc and thus not set in concrete. 
There is little of any magnitude that doesn’t get publicised though, and it is our wish 
to keep members as well informed as possible.  

Time is a big player in our day to day operation though, as we need to work mainly 
in recognised business hours, which of course span all time zones, and sometimes 
make a long day. Couple that with communication among committees and club ad-
ministration and correspondence from members, we are not always able to respond to 
requests and queries as early as one would like to be able to. Nonetheless, your ques-
tions and requests are appreciated and are encouraged as new ideas are often born 
from what may seem something of little consequence.  

Your questions are and always will be, answered with as clear an answer that can 
possibly be given to you. At times, the gist of a query may become lost in the written 
word. This is nobody’s fault, it’s a human trait. If you are not satisfied with the an-
swer you get to your question, please reply to the committee that responded to your 
question and have it resolved to the point of mutual satisfaction.  

Your committees will be available to you for the duration of the National Muster at 
Casino, and this will present an ideal opportunity for you to come and have a chat. 
We welcome anyone with any input to the ACC’s present and future.  

National Muster Committee.   Independent Camping Committee  

Promotion and Marketing Committee 

ooOOoo 
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Special Places Competition 

Share your special place with your fellow members and receive a B.E.S.T. water fil-
ter as a reward for your efforts if it is published. Yes, that’s correct, it is not a typo—
Colin Hopgood has generously donated a water filter to be awarded to the contribu-
tor  of the Special Place article published in each edition of the Nomad. 

Conditions—All articles will be reviewed by the editors and the one which is most 
appropriate for each issue will be selected. Photos will help—please submit them 
in .jpg format, and your article in Word. 

All articles submitted will be retained and reviewed for each edition of the Nomad. In 
submitting an article or photos for consideration you agree that the club may edit and 
publish the article.  

Articles and photos should be submitted to the Editor via the club web site, or by 
mail to the club postal address. 

So sharpen up those pencils, brush off the camera lens, and go for it! Good Luck! 

ooOOoo 





46
Technical Things

Putting the price of fuel in perspective. (Tom Olthoff S00016)

With the doom and gloom being spread about rising fuel prices it is worth having a 
look at the true cost of motoring in a more realistic way. After all, who wants to give 
up travelling around this wonderful country of ours?  

No one likes to pay more for fuel than they have to, but fuel is only a small portion of 
the overall cost of owning and operating a motor vehicle. With a little compromise, 
there may well be other ways of cutting your motoring expenses and perhaps make 
the fuel more affordable. 

Personally I have little sympathy for an owner of a large 4WD with a camper trailer 
in tow who complains about the cost of filling the tank. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not 
anti-4WD or anti-camper trailer. It is simply a matter of keeping things in perspec-
tive. If you want to tow a camper trailer do you need a Landcruiser or will a Prado 
with cheaper operating costs do the job? Or perhaps even a Kluger or RAV4? 

It is not hard to imaging that owners of large caravans are saying that they need a big 
heavy towing vehicle that has lots of grunt. And that’s fine. We don’t want to use a 
pony where a draught horse is needed. We could also ask – “is it really that bad to 
drive about in a 4WD if you are happy to spend your kids’ inheritance? 

As mentioned, fuel is only a small part of the overall cost factors of owning and oper-
ating a motor vehicle. The reason it doesn’t seem this way is that we are paying for 
fuel every week whereas other costs, like registration and insurance, only appear 
once a year.  

SO WHAT ARE THE COSTS? Firstly you have to buy the vehicle. If you borrow 
the money then there are also the interest rates which, depending on the way the fi-
nances are arranged, can be quit high. Some will tell you that it is better to take the 
money out of the bank as this eliminates the interest rates on a loan. But if you take 
money out of the bank you are missing out on interest earned if it was left there. So 
either way there is a cost, or loss, depending on your point of view. So in this respect 
you need to do your homework carefully. What can’t be disputed is that the more 
expensive the car, the greater the cost to the owner. 

But we need to dig a bit deeper before we can actually drive the car away. There is 
usually a dealer delivery charge, stamp duty or other statuary charges. And there is 
depreciation which is never really seen or only becomes evident when the car is sold. 
Again, the more expensive the car, the greater the amount of depreciation or loss to 
the owner. This in turn becomes a cost when next you buy another car. 

There are other costs that are incurred whether you drive the car or not. These are 
sometimes referred to as standing costs and include registration, compulsory third 
party insurance, comprehensive insurance and membership of a motoring organisa-
tion. Insurance can vary a great deal with owner’s address and age of the driver. 

(Cont/…)  





48

While in some respects maintenance may not be considered a standing cost, the fact 
remains that a motor vehicle deteriorates even when it is not driven. 

Running costs are many and varied. In addition to fuel there is periodic maintenance, 
replacement of components like tyres, battery, exhaust system and other parts that 
wear out as well as repairs needed to fix breakdowns. If you choose a top of the 
range model, running costs are bound to be greater. 

WEEKLY COST COMPARISONS Motoring organisations regularly calculate 
ownership and operating costs of a variety of cars. The results make for interesting 
reading. Note that the figures provided include everything mentioned above and as-
sumes that the vehicle travels an average of 15,000km/year for five years. By the 
time you read this you’ll need to add a few model dollars as the fuel will have in-
creased further. Nevertheless, the comparison between models is valid and won’t 
change.

The latest results released show the Toyota Landcruiser V8 twin turbo diesel to be by 
far the most expensive to own needing an allocation of funds of $400 per week. At 
the other end of the scale is a Hyundai Getz at $122 per week.  

The figures show that you could run a Toyota 4x4 Hilux as well as a Corolla together 
for less than a Landcruiser diesel. So if you want to venture off the beaten track you 
may believe a large 4WD, or SUV, is your preference. A base model DX Nissan Pa-
trol 3.0 litre diesel will set you back $310/wk using the same criteria. However if a 
4.8 petrol 5-speed auto is your preferred Patrol then be prepared to layout another 
$45/wk. 

The actual model you choose can also play a big part as shown by the Toyota Prado 
costs. These range from $276/week for the base diesel to $375 for a Grande petrol. 
Some manufacturers demand a premium when you buy a diesel instead of a petrol 
version where others charge almost the same. Usually the weekly costs for an auto is 
more than a manual due to the higher purchase price. In some cases fuel costs are 
actually less for an auto model. 

In the Medium SUV market the costs range from $230/week for a Holden Captiva 2-
litre diesel manual ($250 for the auto) to over $300 for a Nissan Pathfinder 2.5 litre 
diesel auto. Between these is the Ford Territory, $270 for the 6-speed auto; Mitsubi-
shi Pajero diesel, $260, ($290 for the petrol); Toyota Kluger 3.3litre RWD auto, $270 
and AWD $285;  Jeep Cherokee Sport, $260 for both the petrol and the diesel. The 
reason seems to be that while the petrol version uses more fuel, the initial purchase 
price is less. 

Owning a Honda CRV, Nissan X-Trail, Subaru Forester or Toyota RAV4 can bring 
cost down to between $215 and $225/wk 

Passenger sedans are also interesting to look at, although to some extent with predict-
able results. Toyota’s Aurion outclassed the competitors with a weekly cost of $229. 
The LPG version of the Falcon was one dollar more whereas the petrol engined Fal-
con came out at $241/wk. The reason that the petrol model only needs an extra $11/
wk is that the fuel forms only a small part of the overall cost of operating a vehicle.  

(Cont/…) 
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The dual-fuel Commodore and the same model running on petrol were $242 and 
$241 respectively due to the dual-fuel version costing nearly $4000 more to buy in 
the first place. In this example the savings gained from buying the dual-fuel version 
is cancelled out by the higher purchase costs unless you intend to keep the Commo-
dore for many years..    

Anyone happy with a medium size sedan will find the 2.5 litre Holden Epica attrac-
tive at $197/week. For $10 more you can have a Ford Mondeo LX or Toyota Camry. 
Next comes the Mazda 6 at $210 followed by the Honda Accord, $225; Subaru Lib-
erty, $231, and the Mondeo Diesel with a weekly bill of $232. The Mondeo is an-
other example of the purchase price influencing the ownership costs. While the LX 
petrol Mondeo can be bought for $30,000, the turbo diesel will set you back nearly 
$38,000. 

Something from the small car class can be owned and driven for between $152 and 
$215/wk. The latter is the Toyota Prius Hybrid while the less expensive one is the 
Hyundai i30 Hatch. In this case the diesel i30will only set you back another $4/wk. 
Disregarding the Prius and the slightly less expensive Honda Civic hybrid, most 
small cars slot in the $150-$170 range. 

In the light car class the Hyundai Getz comes out on top, $122/week, with the VW 
Polo diesel being the most expensive at $158/wk. In between are the Holden Barina, 
Mazda2, Kia Rio, Suzuki Swift and Toyota Yaris all around $130/wk.  

(Cont/…) 
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Coming Events 

Sep 7th to 23rd  ACC Sunshine Nomads 
Tagalong from Roma to Casino via Longreach     (QLD & NSW)

Sep 24th to 28th  Australian Caravan Club 
AGM and National Muster, Casino Village  (NSW)

Oct 3rd to 5th  ACC Family Firesiders 
Millmerran Camp Oven Festival, Millmerran (QLD) 

Oct 17th to Oct 20th ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 
Goomburra Valley Muster    (QLD)

Oct 24th to 26th  ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 
Branch AGM and Muster, Gin Gin Showground (QLD)

Nov 21st to 23rd  ACC Hunter Ramblers 
Muster at Morriset Showgrounds, Morriset  (NSW)

Nov 28th to 30th  ACC Southern Nomads 
Muster at Surfside Holiday Park, Warrnambool (VIC) 

Nov 28th to 30th  ACC Family Firesiders 
Muster at Camp Cooroora, Lake McDonald  (QLD)
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Probably the best buys are the single cab 2WD utes. For about $210/wk you can own 
and operate a Fold Falcon or Holden Commodore ute or a Toyota Hilux petrol or 
diesel cab/chassis. Another $10/wk will get you a Ford ranger diesel or Mitsubishi 
Triton. Budget for $234/wk and a Hilux SR 4x4 diesel can be yours. 

SO WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN? By now some are probably thinking that the 
above is nothing new. Most people know that bigger cars cost more and 4WDs even 
more still. And yes, that’s right. But what is not always appreciated is the percentage 
of the operating costs of a car that goes into fuel. As an example we’ll use the Land-
cruiser and Getz mentioned as the dearest and the cheapest. In case of the Land-
cruises the capital costs (purchase price, depreciation, interest) accounts for 70% of 
the total weekly bill of $400. For the Getz this was 48%. Standing costs (rego., etc.) 
were 10% for the big 4WD and 20% for the Getz. Out of the total 12% went to keep-
ing the Getz maintained while 8% was needed for the Landcruiser. This leaves 12% 
to keep the Cruiser’s tank full and 20% to fuel up the little Hyundai. 

Now even these figures can be misleading. It is easy to conclude that the Standing 
costs for the Hyundai are greater than those for the Landcruiser. But 10% of $400 is 
more than 20% of $122.  Similarly in real terms the fuel cost for the Landcruiser die-
sel at $48 was more than that for the Getz at $25. Remember we are only talking 
15,000km per year. Many drive a lot more than this. 

Before summarising this discussion lets have a quick look at some other vehicles in 
regard to the percentage spent on fuel. Generally most owners spend between 15%-
20% of the total weekly costs on fuel. The more expensive the car and the higher the 
weekly costs, the lower the percentage spent on fuel. The dedicated LPG Falcon was 
down to 12%. But you need to ask, 12% of what? In every day terms the petrol Fal-
con only needed $11.00 more per week in the comparison scenario. Of course that 
represents $572 per year which is not to be sneezed at. 

WHERE TO FROM HERE. There is no doubt that Australians have to become 
smarter in their car buying. In Europe where fuel has been expensive for a long time, 
motorists learned years ago that if you want to save money on motoring you buy a 
smaller lighter car that runs on diesel. 

While there will always be caravanners who want big heavy caravans and conse-
quently need a big tow vehicle, I believe that there is a rosy future for many of the 
lighter imports. There is also a good chance that some of the Australian caravan 
manufacturers will wake up and produce lighter caravans. And lighter doesn’t have 
to mean weaker.  

The bottom line is that if you want to reduce the cost of your motoring you should 
look at the total expenditure, not just what you pay at the pump. Choosing, for exam-
ple, a Toyota Prado instead of the larger Landcruiser can result in an overall saving 
of $100/wk. That can buy a lot of fuel, even at $2 a litre as is predicted. 

ooOOoo 
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Branch Contacts 
ACC Happy Holiday Coasters 

President: Don Lewis  Secretary: Gary Stratton  Phone: 02 6562 7093 
Mail: PO Box 476, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444 
Email: mail@garystratton.com 

ACC Southern Nomads 

President: Bruce Watt Secretary: Ray Barton Phone: 0428 821 979 
Mail: 11 Menzies Close, Lara, VIC 3212 
Email: bartonrk@bigpond.com 

ACC Sunshine Nomads 

President: Ron McGrice Secretary: Lawrance Chadwick Phone: 07 5445 6020 
Mail: 21 Lehmann Court, Buderim, QLD 4556 
Email: lawrance@chadwick.net.au 

ACC Wide Bay Burnett Nomads 

President: John Balding Secretary: Russ Gerchow Phone: 07 4128 3090 
Mail: 7 Ferntree Close, Kawungan, QLD 4655 
Email: balding1@bigpond.com 

ACC Gold Coast Gadabouts 

President: Ken Scullett Secretary: Kaye Hawkins Phone: 07 5534 8488 
Mail: PO Box 4415, Elanora, QLD 4221
Email: 88kch@ozemail.com.au 

ACC Hunter Ramblers 

President: Max Plumb Secretary: Nevis Rothery Phone: 02 4982 3580 
Mail: 6 Navy Nook, Tanilba Bay, NSW 2319 
Email:  n_rothery@yahoo.com.au 

ACC Golden Westerners 

President: Doug Elliott Secretary: Brian Semmler Phone: 0439 823 486 
Mail: PO Box 282, Dubbo, NSW 2830 
Email: brianandmary@clearmail.com.au 

ACC Family Firesiders 

President: Ian Ritchie Secretary: Stuart Scullett-Dean  Phone: 07 4123 6142 
Mail: PO Box 4008, Tinana, QLD 4650 
Email: accfamilyfiresiders@live.com 

ACC Southern Cross Overlanders 

President: Barry Gardiner Secretary: Theo Ellard Phone: 08 8386 8026 
Mail: 5 Ford Court, Hackham West, SA 5163 
Email: theomaur@bigpond.com 

ooOOoo 






